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Introduction 

To consider our theme of agape in an end-time setting, we must spend some time, brief 

as it may be, in considering how the dynamic occurs in Scripture. The noun agape (#26) occurs 

in 106 New Testament verses, and the verb agapao (#25) in 109 verses. But let's begin with 

some Old Testament parallels, and then consider some New Testament pictures, before focusing 

in on its end-time statements and allusions to agape, and finally our own Seventh-day Adventist 

history. 

 

 



 2 

The Motif of Revealed Reality: Agape, Creator, Creatures, and Self 

The most common terms translated "love" (noun or verb) in the Old Testament are ahab 

(#0157 noun) and ahabah (#0160 verb),1 occurring in 214 of the 245 verses in which some form 

of "love" occurs in the KJV, starting with the Genesis story of Abraham's love for Isaac2 and 

extending to Yahweh's love for Jacob and the sanctuary that Malachi addressed.3 Let us consider 

the origin and response of this love. Deuteronomy provides a brief summary, giving five verses 

of God's love for His people,4 twelve verses of loving God,5 and three verses of love of fellow 

humans.6  

It is the Deuteronomy 6:5 imperative that Jesus described as "the first and great 

commandment"--"thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy might."7 Moses connected service8 and worship9 to this creature-Creator 

relationship as well. This primary obligation of the creature is the one that Eve violated in 

following the serpent's words, and that Adam likewise repudiated in following Eve. Peter 

appealed to this priority in explaining his inability to obey the injunction of the Jewish leaders.10 

This primary order of importance that God's love ordains and empowers runs more deeply than 

issues of religious liberty, for it traces down to the very issue of devotion and emotional focus, 

which every maturing child faces. Paul addressed this crisis of Creator-priority in the formula 

                                                 
1 The numbers listed herein are Strong's. It appears the majority of these Hebrew words are 
translated with the Greek forms of agape in the Septuagint. 
2 Genesis 22:2 
3 Malachi 1:2; 2:11 
4 4:37; 7:8; 7:13; 10:15; 23:5 
5 5:10; 6:5; 7:9; 10:12; 11:1,13,22; 13:3; 19:9; 30:6,16,20 
6 10:18, 19; 15:16 
7 Matthew 22:37, 38 
8 6:13 
9 26:10 
10 Acts 5:29 "rather than" is better translated "more than"; compare Matthew 23:2, 3 
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that unlocks all of the eschatological issues and prophecies, when he described the end of the 

process of reprobation in these words: 

Who changed the truth of God into the lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.11 

 
Thus Jesus described the love of neighbor as secondary,12 reflecting the lesser emphasis 

that Moses placed on it in Deuteronomy. It is in this light that the disciple John noted Jesus' 

choice to put His Father first in love's primary dynamic, that of faith, as he made this observation 

near the beginning of Jesus' public ministry: 

When He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, in the feast day, many believed in His 
name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit 
Himself unto them, because he knew all men, and needed not that any should 
testify of man: for He knew what was in man.13 
 

But we must not forget that the Creator's connection to everyone of His creatures 

maintains the vital importance of loving all "neighbors."14 Under God, our commitment must 

also be to our fellow human beings, as was Jesus'. There has been no greater entrusting than that 

of the Father giving His Son to the human race, and of the Son giving Himself, as we will trace 

shortly. 

Love to God is primary for a reason deeper than simple command. John addressed this 

reason in his first epistle, which is itself a major treatise on agape.15 There John traced, as Moses 

did, the foundation16 of the command to love. He encapsulated it in the adjective agapetos (#27), 

                                                 
11 Romans 1:25 (giving the definite article with pseudos, "the lie," as the originally renders it) 
12 Matthew 22:39 
13 John 2:23-25; emphasis supplied (here and any other texts with it); "believed" and "commit" 
are both pisteuo (#4100), the Greek verb "believe" or "entrust" 
14 Luke 10:27-37; Matthew 25:40, 45 
15 He used agape in 14 verses (2:5,15; 3:1,16,17; 4:7-10,12,16-18; 5:3), and verb agapao in 17 
verses (2:10,15; 3:10,11,14,18,23; 4:7,8,10-12,19-21; 5:1,2). 
16 A foundation by its very nature occurs before what is built on it. However, though primary in 
importance and construction, it becomes less visible later than the superstructure. 
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"beloved," an appellation he used five times.17 He builds to his main point in this regard in 

chapter 4. Let's place the final two appellations in a table to highlight the elements 

(superstructure) pointing to the foundation. 

Foundation  Superstructure Ref. 
 

Beloved,  let us love one another:  
for love is of God;  and every one that loveth is born  
of God,  and knoweth  
God.  4:7 

 
Beloved, if God so loved us,  we ought also to love one another 4:11 

 
But John's simplest description becomes explicit, using the same adjective protos (#43, "first") 

that Jesus used regarding the great commandment. 

because He first loved us  We love Him, 4:19 
 

From this we see that the first and great commandment (the command form of "we love Him") is 

that because it is simply the proper response to what God has done first.18 It is thus that 

committal of self (the third person singular reflexive pronoun "Himself" in John 2:24 above) is 

first to God.  

And this brings us to consider the second of the two great commandments, with its 

second person reflexive pronoun, "thyself" in KJV.19 It appears to this author that there is much 

confusion on the role of "self" in regards to agape and its fundamental motif. I will summarize 

here my current understanding, and refer for further study to the resources in the appendices at 

the end of this paper. Based on the above paradigm, each creature himself20 is a recipient of 

                                                 
17 3:2,21; 4:1,7,11 
18 John repeatedly addressed this primary love: 1 John 3:16; 4:9, 10, 16. 
19 Matthew 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27; also in Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 
2:8 
20 In a generic, non-gender-specific sense 
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God's love. We look to Him as our source of love and of being, and thus of value, both for our 

responsive love back to Him, and our responsive love transmitted to others.  

As our Source, God provides the pattern for the function of agape. Love's dynamic 

provides the essential definition of the nature of God's character--"God is love."21 Paul stated 

plainly that agape "seeketh not her own," with "her own" being the third person reflexive 

pronoun.22 The Spirit does "not speak of Himself."23 And the Son as our High Priest did not take 

"this honour unto Himself", "glorified not Himself."24 Jesus' statement to Nicodemus described 

this most important of all the Godhead's revelations: 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we 
have seen; and ye receive not our witness.25 
 

Jesus in His incarnation testified repeatedly of the creature's dependency of self, and need 

to deny and humble self. 

The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do.26 
 
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.27 
 
And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble 
himself shall be exalted.28 
 

Paul likewise frequently addressed the fallacy of self as source or focus, but called for an 

unselfish livestyle, that copied Jesus: 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 
sufficiency is of God.29 

                                                 
21 1 John 4:8, 16 
22 1 Corinthians 13:5 
23 John 16:13 
24 Hebrews 5:4, 5 
25 John 3:11 
26 John 5:19; see also the other references from John's gospel in Appendix A. 
27 Matthew 16:24 
28 Matthew 23:12 
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We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.... For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The 
reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.30 
 

Paul lifted up the humility of Jesus in describing the mind we are to have: 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.31 
 

Based on the repeated motif of the true "self" being realized as the recipient and 

transmitter of unselfish love, we are prepared to address what Jesus meant by "love thy neighbor 

as thyself."32 The action of agape directed to others "as thyself" (hos seautou) is best defined by 

a parallel construction that Jesus used twice: 

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.33 
 

Paul addressed multiple times what Jesus did with "Himself" that we are to do "as." Here is the 

most love-saturated example: 

Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.34 
 

And thus the proper understanding of "love thy neighbor as thyself" includes the following: (1) 

to believe from the heart God's love for you yourself in the Father giving His Son, and the Son 

giving Himself; (2) to respond, since you are "Beloved," to that love by loving God with all of 

yourself; (3) to believe your neighbor in every human being (himself) is also a recipient of this 

                                                 
29 2 Corinthians 3:5; see much more from Paul in Appendix A. 
30 Romans 15:1, 3 
31 Philippians 2:5, 7, 8 
32 Matthew 22:39, quoting Leviticus 19:18 
33 John 15:12; see also 13:34; "as" here is kathos #2531 = kata + hos 
34 Ephesians 5:2; "as" here is also kathos; repeated in 5:25; other "gave Himself" statements are 
found in Galatians 1:4; 2:20; 1 Timothy 2:6; Titus 2:14; "offered Himself" in Hebrews 7:27; 
9:14. 
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love; (4) to respond to God's love for them, since they are also "Beloved," by giving yourself to 

let your neighbor know. 

The responsive dynamic we have considered is a reciprocity that is well-labeled as "the 

circuit" that is "the law of life for the universe."  

Looking unto Jesus we see that it is the glory of our God to give. "I do nothing of 
Myself," said Christ; "the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father." "I 
seek not Mine own glory," but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 8:28; 6:57; 
8:50; 7:18. In these words is set forth the great principle which is the law of life 
for the universe. All things Christ received from God, but He took to give. So in 
the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all created beings: through the beloved 
Son, the Father's life flows out to all; through the Son it returns, in praise and 
joyous service, a tide of love, to the great Source of all. And thus through Christ 
the circuit of beneficence is complete, representing the character of the great 
Giver, the law of life.   
In heaven itself this law was broken. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the 
covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of 
heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win their homage 
to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for 
self-exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving 
Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt 
the word of God, and to distrust His goodness. Because God is a God of justice 
and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe and 
unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and the 
night of woe settled down upon the world.35 

 

 

                                                 
35 Ellen White, The Desire of Ages, page 21, paragraphs 2 and 3 
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Agape, Its Loss, and Its Counterfeits in an End-Time Setting 

There are distinct references in Scripture to the eternal dynamic of agape that we have 

briefly characterized, in the context of the final struggle through which humans will pass before 

Jesus' second coming. Let us explore these passages next. 

In a passage where Jesus weaves together the events leading up to the destruction of 

Jerusalem with those leading up to His return, we find an oft-quoted statement that speaks of "the 

end"--a text that is usually shorn of its context, our very theme. 

And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.36 
 

The agape core of these verses can paraphrase them this way: "As more and more people 

live without the law of love written in their hearts, increasingly selfish is all their relations, many 

will abandon the constraint of returning no love with love, of giving in the midst of burgeoning 

taking. But those who continue loving to the end will be saved. In fact, it is this witness, by 

precept and example, of enduring love in the midst of abounding lawlessness that will globally 

preach the final good news of the love of the King and His kingdom. The entire world will takes 

sides for or against this love, and the end will come." 

John in his agape epistle characterized this enduring love "in the day of judgment" and 

"torment," tracing from its origin to its final, mature reflection: 

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made 
perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as He is, so 
are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love 
him, because He first loved us.37 

                                                 
36 Matthew 24:12-14; one key is the demonstrative pronoun "this" (touto, #5124), verse 14. 
37 1 John 4:16-19 



 9 

Jesus' boldness in His day of judgment, and that of His disciples in their final witnessing 

to Israel, are repeated by means of the same unselfish love in the end-time witnesses.38 Paul 

described this same boldness in his tracing the sanctuary theme from the blood in the courtyard 

(Calvary), through the holies (Sanctuary), to final coming out of the High Priest (Day of 

Atonement).39 

John is shown in Revelation the vital nature of agape in Jesus' counsel to the final church 

(Laodicea, "judging/vindication of the people"), and the picture of the final endurance of God's 

people just prior to His second coming. To see agape in the first passage we must unwrap 

Scripture's major, metallic metaphor for this love and its main expression, faith, which is explicit 

in the second passage.40  

Buy of Me gold tried in the fire.41 
 
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus.42 
 

Paul, in referencing the future "perilous times" in "the last days," gave as the chief 

characteristic that "men shall be lovers of their own selves." He employed here a compound 

word (philautos, #5367), composed of philos (#5384, "friend" and the love on that level) and 

autos (#846, "self" pronoun, root of the reflexive pronouns already noted). There is no New 

Testament compound word of agape and self. Here we have a picture of those who are recipients 

                                                 
38 John 16:25; 18:20; Acts 4:13; all use the same parrhesia, #3954, that John 4:17 uses. 
39 Hebrews 4:16; 10:19, 35; also parrhesia; trace especially 10:19-39. 
40 Love's expression in faith is stated in 1 Corinthians 13:7, "believes all things." Love's 
empowering of faith we find in Galatians 5:6, "faith which worketh by love." We find them 
joined in these verses: Ephesians 6:23; 1 Thessalonians 3:6; 5:8; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Timothy 
1:14; 2 Timothy 1:13; Philemon 5. 
41 Revelation 3:18; the trying (dokimion, #1383) of faith is mentioned in James 1:3, and 1 Peter 
1:7, with the gold comparison in the later verse. 
42 Revelation 14:12; the endurance or "patience" (hupomone, #5281) which is rooted in keeping 
the "faith of Jesus" is the noun form of the verb (hupomeno, #5278) we saw in Matthew 24:13 
with agape. 
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of God's enormous agape, but simply turn it inward, blocking its flow, and breaking the circuit. 

It is no longer agape, but what today we usually call, but not always recognize as, narcissism. 

This masquerades as "love" all around us. 

Culmination of an Ancient and Fundamental Struggle 

Revelation is Jesus' picture, similar to that He gave to Daniel, of events from the 

prophet's current day to the end of sin and death, and the establishment of God's everlasting 

kingdom. The final transition is pictured as judgment in both apocalyptic books. We could 

outline Revelation's major thread through its entire judgment process by means of all of its 

agapao and agape texts. 

1. The Opening Bookend of God's Corporate, Cleansing Love: "Unto him that loved us, 

and washed us from our sins in his own blood"43 (Can we trace the blood, with its 

allusions in the sacrificial Lamb, all the way through the judgment process?44) 

2. The First Love Left (Ephesus): "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because 

thou hast left thy first love."45 

3. A Remnant Agape (Thyatira): "I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, 

and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first." "I say ... unto 

the rest in Thyatira ... which have not known the depths of Satan..."46 

4. A "Singular" Recipient of Agape (Philadephia): "Behold, I will make them of the 

synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will 

                                                 
43 Revelation 1:5 
44 Blood is not mentioned after 19:13, But seven of the 27 "Lamb" verses are found in chapters 
21 and 22, after sin and death are gone, implying Calvary's role in eternity. See Ellen White, 
"What Was Secured by the Death of Christ," Signs of the Times, December 30, 1889. 
45 Revelation 2:4 
46 Revelation 2:19, 24 
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make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 

thee."47 

5. The Overcoming of Unselfish Love: "And they overcame him by the blood of the 

Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 

death."48 

6. The Closing Bookend of God's Corporate, Cleansing Love: "And they went up on the 

breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 

city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them."49 

If we probe a bit deeper into the early decline from agape, we find other very helpful 

historical labels that highlight the counterfeits that replace agape. Ephesus, though it had "left 

thy first love" still "hast" something Jesus commended. She "hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, 

which I also hate."50  Here we see the counterfeit knocking at the door. Ephesus still hates the 

counterfeit, but having lost the genuine, the unspoken question is, "What will happen to your 

descendants?" 

The answer is found two churches later, as Jesus tells Pergamos that she "hast ... them 

that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate."51 Now the counterfeit is inside the 

church. The inevitable result of receiving God's agape, and refusing to let Him internalize it and 

channel it through us, is an attempt to use God's gift to cloak our sin rather than cleanse it. Jude 

                                                 
47 Revelation 3:9 
48 Revelation 12:11 
49 Revelation 20:9 
50 Revelation 2:4, 6 
51 Revelation 2:15 
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addressed this trend in his day. He described the need to maintain the purity of agape in its 

dynamic of "the faith" ("of God" and "of Jesus"52): 

...Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. For 
there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.53 
 

The outworking of this counterfeit "love" is the historical repeats of Balaam (under 

Pergamos) and Jezebel (under Thyatira), both involved in idolatry and immorality.54 These are 

spiritual and physical adultery, which covers both tables of the law of love. Can we perceive this 

waxing cold of agape in our day? This makes Laodicea's need of Jesus' "gold tried in the fire" 

even more vital. 

More on the Genuine in the Laodicean Message 

The end-time message of Laodicea contains much that addresses the essential qualities of 

agape for our day. Let begin by considering how Jesus characterized Himself to this church, "the 

faithful and true Witness."55 We have already noted the Godhead's corporate witness that Jesus 

stately very emphatically to Nicodemus. But consider Jesus' words to Pilate about His mission: 

To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth.56 
 

At its core, the testimony (witness) of Jesus is to this fundamental reality, "the truth," 

which Jesus addressed repeatedly in John 8, where He also contrasted its counterfeit, with His 

                                                 
52 Romans 3:3, 22; compare 2 Timothy 4:7 
53 Jude 3, 4; see Appendix A for more on the theme of "deny": the choice is self or Jesus. 
54 Revelation 2:14, 20 
55 Revelation 3:14 
56 John 18:37 
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only reference to the beginning of the cosmic conflict.57 The opposite of agape is often its best 

counterfeit. Thus "the truth" at its fundamental, relational level must be what Laodicea needs. 

Jesus gave five adjectives describing this need, "wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 

blind, and naked."58 He had already given to Paul the solutions to the first two.59 Briefly, this is 

the paradigm: agape is seen in its legal dimension as law;60 and in its relational dimension it is 

righteousness by faith.61 Paul, in struggling to find the ability both to will and to do what agape 

looks like, realized the "wretched" condition of having his will changed but not his ability to do. 

Jesus brought the solution to him, giving him the freedom from the "sin" part of "the law of sin 

and death" by the "law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus"--what Jesus Himself experienced 

when He was "in the likeness of sinful flesh"--the indwelling Spirit that is the only answer to the 

indwelling sin.62 Paul detailed the second solution, to being "miserable" with no hope of a 

resurrection, when he expounded on Jesus' victory over the "death" part of the "law of sin and 

death."63 

Jesus provided in the message to Laodicea itself the solutions for the other three 

descriptions of the lack of agape. For "poor" He has "gold tried in the fire," which we have 

already considered as agape with its faith. Paul makes it clear that faith and love are equivalent 

                                                 
57 John 8:32, 40, 44-46. 
58 Revelation 3:17 
59 The only other occurrences of these two words, "wretched" (talaiporos, # 5005) and 
"miserable" (eleeinos, #1652) are in Paul's writings. 
60 See the relation between agape and law in these texts: Romans 13:8,10; Galatians 5:14; James 
2:8. 
61 Galatians 5:4-6; Ephesians 6:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; see also all the "faith and love" texts 
already noted. 
62 Explore these themes in Romans 7:12 to 8:10, noting "wretched" in verse 24, and the reference 
to two forms of righteousness in 8:4 and 10. 
63 This victory is described in 1 Corinthians 15:16-23, 51-57, noting "miserable in verse 19. 
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to righteousness, the moral label for agape.64 Jesus has "eyesalve" for the "blind" condition. Paul 

connects the dimension of the fruit of the Spirit called faith, with its consequent and equivalent 

righteousness, to the ability to see.65 And for Laodicea's being "naked" Jesus provides "white 

raiment" which elsewhere is connected66 to overcomers,67 righteousness,68 and "the Lord Jesus 

Christ" Himself.69 

 

The Genuine and Its Lack in Seventh-day Adventist History 

With this Bible background, we turn to our history as a people, to trace some of the 

connections between the theme of agape, our need as a people and movement, and the 

implications for preparedness, mission, and endurance. 

Early Need: 1850s and 1870s 

All of the references to "Laodicea" in Ellen White's articles in The Review and Herald 

were searched and referenced in this subsection and the next two. The Laodicean Message was 

first applied to Adventists June 10, 1852 by Ellen White in a testimony entitled "To the Brethren 

and Sisters."70 James White addressed this same need in an article, "Watchman, What of the 

                                                 
64 Compare 1 Thessalonians 5:8 with Ephesians 6:14; see also Isaiah 59:17. 
65 See Hebrews 11:7, 26, 27, 33. 
66 Directly with "white raiment" (leukos himation, #3022 and 2440) and/or via "clothed" 
(periballo, #4016) or "put on" (enduo, #1746) 
67 Revelation 3:4, 5; 7:9, 13 
68 Colossians 3:10 and Ephesians 4:24 new man: righteousness and "holiness of the truth" 
contrasted with "the lie" in 4:25 (check literal Greek); Revelation 19:8 fine linen; see also Isaiah 
61:10. 
69 Romans 13:14; compare also Colossians 3:10 "the image of Him that created him." 
70 Ellen White, "To the Brethren and Sisters," The Review and Herald, June 10, 1852 
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Night?", October 9, 1856.71 The next year Ellen White penned these words describing a vision 

that connected this message to the sifting process known as "the shaking." 

I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen. I was shown that it would be 
caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True 
Witness to the Laodiceans. It will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver of 
the testimony, and it will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the 
straight truth. This straight testimony, some will not bear. They will rise up 
against it, and this will cause a shaking among God's people. 
I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The 
solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the Church hangs, has been lightly 
esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep 
repentance, and all that truly receive it, will obey it, and be purified.72 
 

In the same vision the above events led on to the Latter Rain and Loud Cry: 

I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth in great power.... The 
honest who had been held or prevented from hearing the truth, now eagerly laid 
hold of the truth spoken. All fear of their relatives was gone. The truth alone 
was exalted to them. It was dearer and more precious than life. They had been 
hungering and thirsting for truth. I asked what had made this great change. An 
angel answered, "It is the latter rain. The refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. The loud cry of the Third Angel."73 
 

Note that the prophecy showed that the shaking is precipitated by the reaction against the 

message of the True Witness. The Sabbath-keeping Advent Movement, some 10 years old by 

that time, had been called to see the message to Laodicea as applying to them for five years, and 

so far the history of the message was, "not been half heeded" and "been lightly esteemed, if not 

entirely disregarded." If our exegesis of Revelation 3:14-22 has been accurate herein, "the 

destiny of the church hangs" on this message of agape love as the True Witness gave it. 

Receiving it paves the way for the Latter Rain, which empowers the Loud Cry. This is mission 

critical! Might this explain why we are still here in this world? 

                                                 
71 James White, "Watchman, What of the Night," The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, Vol. 
8, No. 23, June 10, 1852, p. 184. 
72 Ellen White, "The Future," The Review and Herald, December 31, 1857, paragraphs 5 and 6 
(November 20 vision); all bolding is supplied here and forward in the historical quotes. 
73 Ibid., paragraph 9 
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As our history continued to unfold, what is the record? Some 20 years later Ellen White 

penned a testimony, "The Laodicean Church," that was printed over four issues of the Review.  It 

began with, 

The message to the church of the Laodiceans is a startling denunciation, and is 
applicable to the people of God at the present time.74 
 

Other key thoughts from this series touching our theme include: 

We are, as a people, triumphing in the clearness and strength of the truth. We are 
fully sustained in our positions by an overwhelming amount of plain scriptural 
testimony. But we are very much wanting in Bible humility, patience, faith, love, 
self-denial, watchfulness, and a spirit of sacrifice. We need to cultivate Bible 
holiness. Sin prevails among the people of God. The plain message of rebuke to 
the Laodiceans is not received.75 
 
Faith and love are golden treasures, elements that are greatly wanting among 
God's people.76  
 

Crisis of the 1880s and 1890s 

James White, just before his death in 1881, expressed a premonition: 

I feel assured there is a crisis before us. We should preserve our physical and 
mental powers for future service. The glorious subject of Redemption should 
long ago have been more fully presented to the people; but I have allowed myself 
to be called into the field, to attend camp-meetings, and have become so worn that 
I could not engage in writing.77  
 

Three years later Ellen White records in her travels to various locations: 

We felt that the message of the True Witness to the Laodiceans applied with 
peculiar force to this people.78  
 
The people are too well satisfied with themselves, and there is a deadness that 
savors of spiritual paralysis. The message to the Laodiceans is applicable to 

                                                 
74 Ellen White, "The Laodicean Message," The Review and Herald, September 16, 1873, 
paragraph 1 (The series ended in the October 7 issue.) 
75 Ibid., paragraph 7 
76 Ibid., paragraph 11 
77 Ellen White, In Memoriam: A Sketch of the Last Sickness and Death of Elder James White, 
page 54.2 (Book code: PH168)  
78 Ellen White, "Notes of Travel," The Review and Herald, October 21, 1884, paragraph 5 
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them; for while congratulating themselves upon their knowledge of the truth, they 
are destitute of true love and faith.79 
 

In her continued articles are two referring to this message in 1888, four in 1889,80 five in 

1890,81 two in 1892, one in 1893, one in 1894, one in 1897, two in 1899. The rise in frequency 

from 1888 to 1894 is of significance in light of the Minneapolis message (as we will see). 

Need Continues in the New Century 

What happened during the last decade and a half of Ellen White's life? Was there a 

breakthrough, a receiving of the message, enough to cause a shaking, or was the church being 

shaken by apostasy after apostasy instead? Let's continue our tracing of references to Laodicea in 

the Review articles.  

One in 1900: 

The Laodicean message must be proclaimed with power; for now it is especially 
applicable. Now, more than ever before, are seen pride, worldly ambition, self-
exaltation, double-dealing, hypocrisy, and deception....82 
 

One in 1901: 

Love of self excludes the love of Christ. Those who live for self are ranged under 
the head of the Laodicean Church. The ardor of their first love has lapsed into a 
selfish egotism. When the love of Christ abides in the heart, it will be expressed 
in the actions. If love for Christ is dull, love for those for whom Christ has died 
will diminish. There may be an appearance of ceremony and zeal, but this is the 
only fruit of their self-inflated religion. Christ represents them as nauseating to 
His taste....83 
 

Two more references occurred in 1902, the year of the Battle Creek fires. Three 

references in two articles were penned in 1903, the year Dr. Kellogg's book The Living Temple 

                                                 
79 Ellen White, "Notes of Travel," The Review and Herald, October 28, 1884, paragraph 18 
80 The first is in an article entitled "The Present Crisis." 
81 Article titles in this year include, "Repentance the Gift of God," "The Righteousness of Christ" 
(Two Parts), "'Be Zealous and Repent'". 
82 Ellen White, "Self-Exaltation," The Review and Herald, September 25, 1900 paragraph 2 
83 Ellen White, "Co-operation With Christ," The Review and Herald, August 6, 1901, paragraph 
9 
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was published. The last of these articles addressed the danger in that book, reported a vision, and 

included these observations: 

"The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we." 
Whom does the Lord receive as vessels unto honor?--Those who co-operate with 
Christ; those who believe the truth, who live the truth, who proclaim the truth 
in all its bearings.84 
 

She recorded that "our Instructor": 

repeated the message to the Laodicean church. The whole of the third chapter of 
Revelation, from first to last, was read.85 
 

The next reference was 1904, one particularly heart-breaking, combining the message to 

Ephesus with that to Laodicea: 

Leaving the first love is represented as a spiritual fall. Many have fallen thus. In 
every church in our land, there is needed confession, repentance, and 
reconversion. The disappointment of Christ is beyond description.... God calls 
for repentance without delay. So long have many trifled with salvation that their 
spiritual eyesight is dimmed, and they can not discern between light and darkness. 
Christ is humiliated in his people. The first love is gone, the faith is weak, there 
is need of a thorough transformation. ...The light which God has given me is not 
favorable to our ministers or our churches. You have left your first love. Self-
righteousness is not the wedding-garment. A failure to follow the clear light of 
truth is our fearful danger. The message to the Laodicean church reveals our 
condition as a people.86 
 

Her final Review reference to Laodicea was one in 1908. 

More on the 1888-1894 Cluster and Beyond 

The noted cluster of 15 references in the articles traced during the years 1888-1894 leads 

us to consider more key statements from that time period, from the year of the Minneapolis 

conference, through her last three years in the U.S.A. before her move to Australia, and into her 

first three years there, with some in the following years. 

                                                 
84 Ellen White, "Teach the Word," The Review and Herald, October 22, 1903, paragraph 8 
85 Ibid., paragraph 21 
86 Ellen White, "A Call to Repentance," The Review and Herald, December 15, 1904 paragraphs 
8 and 9 
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In 1890 she addressed the battle between agape and its counterfeit in an article 

addressing the Laodicean message: 

The Lord has seen our backslidings, and he has a controversy with his people. 
Their pride, their selfishness, their opening of the mind to doubt and unbelief, are 
manifest in his sight, and grieve his heart of love.... (par 1) 
The road to paradise is not one of self-exaltation, but of repentance, confession, 
humiliation, of faith and obedience. The message to the Laodicean Church is 
appropriate to the church at this time.... (par 14) 
There is to be in the churches a wonderful manifestation of the power of God, but 
it will not move upon those who have not humbled themselves before the Lord, 
and opened the door of the heart by confession and repentance. In the 
manifestation of that power which lightens the earth with the glory of God, 
they will see only something which in their blindness they think dangerous, 
something which will arouse their fears, and they will brace themselves to resist 
it. Because the Lord does not work according to their ideas and expectations, they 
will oppose the work.... (par. 18) 
If through the grace of Christ his people will become new bottles, he will fill them 
with the new wine. God will give additional light, and old truths will be 
recovered, and replaced in the frame-work of truth; and wherever the laborers go, 
they will triumph. As Christ's ambassadors, they are to search the Scriptures, to 
seek for the truths that have been hidden beneath the rubbish of error. And every 
ray of light received is to be communicated to others. One interest will prevail, 
one subject will swallow up every other,--Christ our righteousness.87 
 

It should be noted that when we swallow up something, it does not go away, but the 

essential elements are retained, while the unneeded parts are disposed of. I submit this is the only 

solution to any and all troubling issues facing us individually or corporately. 

The lack of agape and the solution she addressed two months later in her diary: 

Why, then, is there manifested in the church so great a lack of love, of true, 
elevated, sanctified, ennobling sympathy, of tender pity and loving 
forbearance? It is because Christ is not constantly brought before the people. His 
attributes of character are not brought into the practical life. Men and women are 
not eating of the bread that cometh down from heaven.88 
 

The following year, in a letter of appeal to Uriah Smith, she penned these words: 

                                                 
87 Ellen White, "Be Zealous and Repent," The Review and Herald, December 23, 1890, 
paragraphs 1, 14, 18, 19. (Of the 22 paragraphs in this article, 15 contain the theme of agape.) 
88 Ellen White, "Christ Our Righteousness," The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, page 894, 
paragraph 1 [1891/02/27, Manuscript 21] 
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The message given us by A. T. Jones, and E. J. Waggoner is the message of God 
to the Laodicean church, and woe be unto anyone who professes to believe the 
truth and yet does not reflect to others the God-given rays....   
The Laodicean message has been sounding. Take this message in all its phases 
and sound it forth to the people wherever Providence opens the way. Justification 
by faith and the righteousness of Christ are the themes to be presented to a 
perishing world. Oh, that you may open the door of your heart to Jesus! The voice 
of Jesus, the great vendor of heavenly treasures, is calling to you, "I counsel thee 
to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, 
that thou mayest be clothed." But I will write no more. My heart is drawn out in 
love toward you, and my desire is that you shall triumph with the third angel's 
message.89 
 

She repeated the need for agape, three years later, in her letter to O. A. Olsen about the 

"most precious message." After quoting 1 John 4:8-13 about God's agape, she noted: 

This is the very work which the Lord designs that the message He has given His 
servants shall perform in the heart and mind of every human agent. It is the 
perpetual life of the church to love God supremely, and to love others as they 
love themselves. There was but little love for God or man, and God gave His 
messengers just what the people needed. Those who received the message were 
greatly blessed, for they saw the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and 
life and hope sprang up in their hearts. They were beholding Christ.90 
 

The next year in her book on the Sermon on the Mount, she succinctly addressed the 

theme in these words: 

Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God, and "God is love." 1 John 4:16. It is 
conformity to the law of God, for "all Thy commandments are righteousness" 
(Psalm 119:172), and "love is the fulfilling of the law" (Romans 13:10). 
Righteousness is love, and love is the light and the life of God. The 
righteousness of God is embodied in Christ. We receive righteousness by 
receiving Him.91 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
89 Ellen White, "To U. Smith," The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, page 1052, paragraph 2, and 
page 1054, paragraph 1 [1892/09/19, Letter 24] 
90 Ellen White, "To O. A. Olsen," The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, page 1339, paragraph 3, 
[1895/05/01, Letter 57] 
91 Ellen White, The Mount of Blessing, page 18, paragraph 1 
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Escape from the Ditch of Legalism 

Some years back I came across a personal testimony that summarized in a powerful way 

the theme we've been studying, and its practical application. A pastor related a growing personal 

realization: 

"I didn't love people. I worked with people all the time. I could spend hours 
visiting with them. But I didn't love people. I loved myself more than them. I 
didn't love them. When that thought first came to me I just threw it out, bodily. I 
threw it thousands of times, I think. I wouldn't let it stay up here. It was too 
distasteful that I didn't love people. But it was the truth. It came back again and 
again. The Lord seems to have the ability to remind us, to bring us over the same 
ground again and again, will He not? And He finally convinced me that I didn't 
like people, not a bit. That's why I get angry with them. You say, I get angry with 
people I love. No you don't; you get angry with people you hate. You think you 
are better than they are. That's true, we do. We want to take vengeance on those 
we don't like. We do. We gossip about those we don't like. We criticize those we 
don't like. We say we love them, but we really don't. It's a difficult thing to see in 
the depths of our heart to that extent. And I realized that somehow or other I must 
be motivated to love people. It was lacking. Something was wrong. And as I 
studied the Lord seemed to lead me into some very simple thoughts. We love Him 
because He first loved us. And if we love Him, we love the brethren. Read 1 John 
3, 4, and 5, especially those chapters. You see, in order to love you, I must first 
love God, supremely. In order to love Him, I must first see His love for me. We 
love Him because He first loved us. If we see more of His love, we love Him 
more, and love you more. So if I find in my life displeasure with other people and 
not loving them, it means I don’t love God either. If I don't love Him, what is 
wrong? I really haven't seen His love for me. And I began to pray, Lord, teach me 
to fall in love all over again with Jesus. Give the sweet, first, fresh love. Make me 
fall in love with Jesus." 92 

 
End-time Counterfeits 

Another ditch to avoid is the counterfeits of agape, a view of love or righteousness by 

faith that is not the genuine article.  

Outside of the church, we see this manifested as the philosophy of spiritualism extended 

its inroads into the American society in the absence of agape. By the 1870s a woman spiritualist 

                                                 
92 Bill Lehman, "From Legalism to Grace," http://www.pastorbilllehman.com/audio-
sermons/from-legalism-to-grace/ [from minute 41-45] 
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and advocate of free-love, Victoria Woodhull, was running for United States president, with a 

proposal on the abolition of marriage, because it was a form of bondage.93 

Within the church, as we noted earlier, this can take the form of the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitans. Ellen White addressed that danger the year before Minneapolis. 

It is our work to know our special failings and sins, which cause darkness and 
spiritual feebleness, and quenched our first love. Is it worldliness? Is it 
selfishness? Is it the love of self-esteem? Is it striving to be first? Is it the sin of 
sensuality that is intensely active? Is it the sin of the Nicolaitans, turning the 
grace of God into lasciviousness? 94 

 
Ten years later she detailed how this counterfeit doctrine looks in a very telling way in an 

article entitled "The Law and the Gospel." 

Those who are teaching this doctrine today have much to say in regard to faith 
and the righteousness of Christ; but they pervert the truth, and make it serve 
the cause of error. They declare that we have only to believe on Jesus Christ, and 
that faith is all-sufficient; that the righteousness of Christ is to be the sinner's 
credentials; that this imputed righteousness fulfils the law for us, and that we are 
under no obligation to obey the law of God. This class claim that Christ came to 
save sinners, and that he has saved them. "I am saved," they will repeat over and 
over again. But are they saved while transgressing the law of Jehovah?--No; for 
the garments of Christ's righteousness are not a cloak for iniquity. Such 
teaching is a gross deception, and Christ becomes to these persons a stumbling-
block as he did to the Jews,--to the Jews because they would not receive him as 
their personal Saviour; to these professed believers in Christ, because they 
separate Christ and the Law, and regard faith as a substitute for obedience. 
They separate the Father and the Son, the Saviour of the world. Virtually they 
teach, both by precept and example, that Christ, by his death, saves men in their 
transgressions. 95 

 

After the turn of the century, the counterfeit free-love was making its inroads into the 

Adventist church, creating roads out of the church. Ellen White addressed it five times in 1903 

and 1904, in a letter to E. J. Waggoner, another to J. H. Kellogg, and three documents 

                                                 
93 J. H. Waggoner, The Nature and Tendency of Modern Spiritualism, Fifth Edition, 1884, 
Chapter 9, "They Oppose Marriage—Their Present Progress" 
94 Ellen White, "Losing Our First Love," The Review and Herald, June 7, 1887, paragraph 16 
95 Ellen White, "The Law and the Gospel," Signs of the Times, February 25, 1897 paragraph 7 
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published.96 This counterfeit thread can be traced from Kellogg through William Sadler97 into 

The Urantia Book he published in 1955, which has been called "An Evolutionary Revelation of 

Divine Love."98 Its philosophy appears to parallel that of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin: 

Remain true to yourself, but move ever upward toward greater consciousness and 
greater love! At the summit you will find yourselves united with all those who, 
from every direction, have made the same ascent. For everything that rises must 
converge. 99 

 

This "omega" counterfeit is sweeping the world, including the Christian churches, and even into 

Adventism. 

Mission and Self-Love 

We must see the connection between agape and the success of our mission as the Advent 

Movement. Our review of Matthew 24:12-14 made the Biblical connection. An integrated 

understanding of Revelation shows that God's messengers cannot give the final messages to the 

world (found in Revelation 14 and 18) in the full way God plans unless they first receive the 

message in Revelation for the "messenger" of the final church. Simply put, unless we see our 

own inherent, sinful need before God, along with His solution, we cannot connect with other 

sinners as we need to. Lacking this message of agape, we will not love others as we ought, and 

                                                 
96 Ellen White, Manuscript Releases, Vol. 21, pages 171-173 (Letter 230, 1903 to E. J. 
Waggoner); Manuscript Releases, Vol. 11, pages 247-253 (Letter 265, 1903 to J. H. Kellogg); 
"Beware of Fanciful Doctrines," The Review and Herald, January 21, 1904; "Pantheistic 
Theories," Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 8, pages 291-294; "Present Truth," The Southern 
Watchman, April 5, 1904. (These are reproduced with some brief observation in a paper "Free-
Lovism, Free-Love, Unholy Spiritual Love" on this site: 
http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=764). 
97 (1875-1969) An Adventist minister who married Kellogg's niece, became a physician, and left 
the church. 
98 "The Urantia Book: An Evolutionary Revelation of Divine Love" 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC10uGGkKtI, accessed 1/31/17; Byron Belitsos) (This is 
a fulfillment of the prophecy here: RH, September 3, 1889 par. 17.) 
99 Teilhard’s essay "Omega Point" 
(https://school.bighistoryproject.com/media/khan/articles/U6_Pierre_Teilhard_de_Chardin_2014
_1220L.pdf, accessed 1/31/17; By Cynthia Stokes Brown) 
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will come across as "holier than thou." Embracing our need and the "riches" of God's agape 

solution, we will be enabled to convey the final messages of mercy to the world in a humble, 

disarming manner, as one beggar telling another beggar where the bread is. The power that will 

accompany this experience we do not grasp as we ought. It is the power of the Holy Spirit, even 

in Latter Rain fullness.  

Ellen White addressed this preparation for mission, and the other end-time events, in this 

simple statement published in 1859 regarding the process of receiving the Laodicean message: 

Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the 
price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will 
receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation. 100 

 

Twenty-three years later she penned a beautiful picture of what the cleansing and mission would 

look like: 

Suppose Christ should abide in every heart and selfishness in all its forms should 
be banished from the church, what would be the result? Harmony, unity, and 
brotherly love would be seen as verily as in the church which Christ first 
established. Christian activity would be seen everywhere. The whole church 
would be kindled into a sacrificial flame for the glory of God. Every Christian 
would cast in the fruit of his self-denial to be consumed upon the altar. There 
would be far greater activity in devising fresh methods of usefulness and in 
studying how to come close to poor sinners to save them from eternal ruin. 101 

 

Three years later in Europe she repeated the key to successful mission in these words: 

Monday afternoon I spoke upon the necessity of laboring for unity and cultivating 
Christian courtesy, "endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace." The effect of truth upon the heart is to cleanse it from every defilement. It 
will not increase self love, but will lead the receiver to humble his heart, and to 
ascribe nothing to self, but all to God. He ceases to esteem himself more highly 
than his brethren. His former sensitiveness to reproach, neglect, or contempt 
disappears, and he is not so easily irritated; he becomes gentle and 
condescending, and exemplifies the simplicity of Christ who was meek and 
lowly of heart. His own nation and personal friends are no longer the boundary 

                                                 
100 Ellen White, Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, page 187, paragraph 1 (Testimony No. 5) 
101 Ellen White, Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5, page 206, paragraph 1 (Testimony No. 31, 
August 1882) 
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lines of his love. He loves Jesus with all his heart, and all who are trying to be the 
children of God he loves as himself. There is an entire change in his life. Whereas 
he once lived for himself, he now lives for God's glory, and holds up the cross of 
Christ as his banner, to be adored by all.102 

 

Agape, and the Sealing and Shaking 

To understand the role of agape in the end-time events known as the sealing and the 

shaking, let's go back to the Bible pictures of these. The sealing is metaphor of the Spirit's work, 

endorsing accepted identity and indicating acknowledged ownership, with the following 

characteristics: 

(1) The work rests on the foundation of the difference between agape and its counterfeit, with its 

goal in view: 

Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past 
already; and overthrow the faith of some. Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let 
every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.103 
 

Compare and contrast these similar words of Jesus in the judgment day: 

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.104 
 

 (2) The Spirit's work of sealing is a process that an individual experiences in a beginning way 

when one yield's to His work. John the Baptist spoke of agape's core positional quality, and Paul 

addressed what should flow from this beginning of lowliness: 

He must increase, but I must decrease. He that cometh from above is above all: he 
that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from 
heaven is above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no 
man receiveth his testimony. He that hath received his testimony hath set to his 

                                                 
102 Ellen White, "The Swiss Conference and the European Council," The Review and Herald, 
November 3, 1885 paragraph 7 
103 2 Timothy 2:18; "seal" is sphragis, #4973 (noun) 
104 Matthew 7:22, 23 
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seal that God is true.105 
 
Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 
who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.106 
 
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 
of promise.107 
 
And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.108 
 

 (3) The Spirit's sealing work continues to a point of maturity in the conflict over the two 

principles (agape and its counterfeit), which point is pictured in Jesus our corporate 

representative, and in a corporate and final sense in His body in the end-time events in an 

interlude shown in the openings of the sealed book in Revelation 5-8, between the sixth and 

seventh. 

Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed.109 
 
And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to 
hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, 
till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.110 
 

The "shaking" is metaphor of what happens in a judgment setting as the principles of 

agape and its counterfeit reach a final development, with agape anchored and the opposite 

released in violent opposition. Paul addressed the final end-time event in these words: 

                                                 
105 John 3:30-33; "set to his seal" is sphragizo, #4972 (verb); note also the echo of the John 3:11 
testimony we noted earlier. 
106 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22; "sealed" is sphragizo 
107 Ephesians 1:13; "sealed" is sphragizo 
108 Ephesians 4:30; "sealed" is sphragizo 
109 John 6:27; "sealed" is sphragizo 
110 Revelation 7:2, 3; "seal" is sphragis and "sealed" is sphragizo; it is important to note that 
according to Revelation 9:4 (fifth trumpet) maturity may occur in individuals before the end-
time. 
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See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him 
that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him 
that speaketh from heaven: whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath 
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And 
this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, 
as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our 
God is a consuming fire.111 
 

Jesus addressed both the stable picture of being sealed, and the testing process of a 

shaking in this prophetic parable: 

He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation 
on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, 
and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.112 
 

Ellen White summarized the end-time picture, as often, woven into some practical 

counsel, of the need for "the truth" (we could add "of agape") in its full spectrum (precept and 

example) for the sealing and shaking:  

The work in Battle Creek is after the same order. The leaders in the sanitarium 
have mingled with unbelievers, admitting them to their councils, more or less, but 
it is like going to work with their eyes shut. They lack the discernment to see what 
is going to break upon us at any time. There is a spirit of desperation, of war and 
bloodshed, and that spirit will increase until the very close of time. Just as soon as 
the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any seal or mark that can 
be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they 
cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared for the 
shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already. The judgments of God are 
now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.113 
 

                                                 
111 Hebrews 12:25-29; two verbs are used here, the first, third, and fourth ("shook" and "shaken") 
are saleuo (#4531), and the second ("shake") seio (#4579); as in Daniel's and Revelation's 
prophetic overviews, the everlasting kingdom is the outcome of this "shaking" transition. 
112 Luke 6:48; the words "built" and "foundation" refer to a sealing, and "beat" to a shaking that 
was unsuccessful in removing the house. 
113 Ellen White, "Medical Missionary Work in Southern California," Manuscript Releases, Vol. 
10, page 252, paragraph 1 (Manuscript 173, 1902; September 15, 1902.) 
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Have we grasped our history and message adequately to recognize in what way "just as 

soon" "has begun already"? Have we integrated all the pieces of evidence from the past in order 

to see how this is compatible with over a century of time passing? 

Summary 

The evidences we have examined are sufficient to paint a compelling picture of the nature 

of agape and it role in the end-time events. The Advent Movement has been raised up to sound 

the last messages of mercy to the world (Revelation 14 and 18), which it must first receive itself. 

A cleansing message of agape has come to us as messengers repeatedly in the Laodicean 

Message, but the spectrum of its application has been rejected, leading to our mission being 

delayed, the sealing process blocked, and resulting in a form of shaking that has caused the loss 

of much.114 But the result is not the final, end-time process. For we still await a time when 

through repentance and humility, the full implications of agape will be received in the sealing 

process, and an unprecedented opposition will arise in a shaking that will be the final test, out of 

which "those things which cannot be shaken may remain." 

Only as we allow "Christ our righteousness" to swallow up every other issue we are 

facing can we discover the narrow path (journey metaphor) and the rock on which we must build 

(construction metaphor). 

                                                 
114 These losses have included family members, church members, and institutions. The 
implications for administrators ("men in responsible positions") were addressed quite pointedly 
by Ellen White in the following: (1) her letter to A. O. Tate June 6, 1895 (The Ellen G. White 
1888 Materials, pages 1369-1378); (2) her September 1895 testimony "'Thou Shalt Have No 
Other Gods Before Me'" (Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, pages 359 to 364; (3) 
her letter "To the Men Who Occupy Responsible Positions in the Work" July 1, 1896 (The Ellen 
G. White 1888 Materials, pages 1577-1593). These explicitly address the issues surrounding 
agape that we have considered. 
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Let us close with a picture of the "great authority" that the Revelation 18 (Loud Cry) 

message will have, when it goes under Latter Rain power that recognizes the fact that the 

Laodicean Message of agape has been received. 

Man is not his own; he has been bought with a price, even "the precious blood of 
Christ." By pouring the whole treasury of heaven into this world, by giving us in 
Christ all heaven, God has purchased the will, the affections, the mind, the soul, 
and the strength of every one. And man is safe only when he places himself under 
the control of God. When this is done, the will becomes firm and strong to do 
right; the heart is cleansed from all selfishness, and filled with a Christlike love 
and tenderness. The mind yields to the authority of the law of love, and "every 
thought is brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ." The powers, hitherto 
"members of unrighteousness," and "servants of sin," are consecrated to the 
service of a God of love.115 

 

                                                 
115 Ellen White, "The Love of God," Signs of the Times, November 19, 1896, paragraph 9. 
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Appendix A: Sampling of Reflexive Pronouns in the New Testament 
 

In relation to self, the second of the great commandments uses second person reflexive 

pronoun "thyself" (KJV). The following is a partial review of the reflexive pronouns first person 

emautou (#1683), second person seautou (#4572), and third person heautou (#1438) throughout 

the New Testament. 

Living the Truth (based on John 8:32, 40, 45, 46) 

 (1) Divine self as the source not the object: the reflexive pronoun and the Great Source:  

Agape: 1 Corinthians 13:5 seeketh not her own ("her" = feminine gender of agape; "her own" 

third person reflexive pronoun);  

Spirit: John 16:13 shall not speak of Himself;  

Jesus as High Priest: Hebrews 5:4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is 

called of God, as was Aaron. 

Hebrews 5:5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto 

him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 

 

(2) The dependency of creature self (especially in Jesus, reflects the other-centeredness of the 

Divine self)  

John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can 

do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these 

also doeth the Son likewise.  

John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because 

I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  

John 5:31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.  
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John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 

whether I speak of myself.  

John 7:28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know 

whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.  

John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is 

true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither 

I go. [The uniqueness of His divine identity and origin enabled a "record of Myself" that was not 

invalid, because He was "not alone"; 8:16] 

John 8:18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of 

me.  

John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know 

that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these 

things.  

John 8:42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded 

forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.  

John 8:54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that 

honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God;  

John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a 

commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 

John 14:10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I 

speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

John 15:4 the branch cannot bear fruit of itself;  

Paul showing the improper place of self: 
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2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but 

our sufficiency is of God 

5:12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our 

behalf, 

15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves; 

10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that 

commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 

themselves among themselves, are not wise 

10:18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth 

 

(3) the universal plan:  

Ro 14:7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.  

Ro 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves.  

15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that 

reproached thee fell on me.  

1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 

you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  

1 Corinthians 10:24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.  

 

(4) the denial of self [following of Jesus] versus the losing of self [no future] and denial of Jesus 

(Matthew 26:34 et al; Luke 12:9)  

"Deny": all uses of aparneomai, #533; compare root arneomai, #720):  
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Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

(also Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23, 25; Luke 9:25) 

 

(5) the humbling of self versus the exaltation of self:  

Matthew 18:4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven;  

23:12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall 

be exalted.;  

(see also Luke 14:11; 18:14)  

2 Corinthians 11:7; Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, 

because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? 

Philippians 2:7, 8; But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 

and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. (See 1 Peter 5:6 

with the same verb with reflexive pronoun.) 

 

(6) solution to love neighbor "as self" (hos #5613):  

-John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 

you, that ye also love one another.  

15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.  

("as" kathos  #2531 = kata + hos) 
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-How Jesus loved: "gave" (didomi #1325) "Himself"  

Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil 

world, according to the will of God and our Father: 

2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me.  

Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 

offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 

5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

1 Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 

Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

and "offered up" "Himself" 

anaphero #399: Hebrews 7:27  this he did once, when he offered up himself;  

prosphero #4374: 9:14 who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God;  

-and the victory of the giving of self, over the taking of another--  

John 10:18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

-and the reflexive, reciprocal "gave" 2 Corinthians 8:5  5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but 

first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

Paul and his "self": 



 35 

Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 

might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 

testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

1 Corinthians 4:4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that 

judgeth me is the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 9:19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, 

that I might gain the more. 

1 Corinthians 10:33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the 

profit of many, that they may be saved. 

Paul showing the proper place of self ("the truth" being unselfish love of God): 

2 Corinthians  4:2 but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s 

conscience in the sight of God  

Paul showing both the improper and proper place of self 

4:5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 

Jesus’ sake. 

2 Corinthians 12:5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine 

infirmities. 

 

(7) the incompatibility of the saving of self with saving others:  

Matthew 27:40-42 Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If 

thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, 

with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of 
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Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. (see also Mark 15:29-31; 

Luke 23:35, 39) 

 

(8) no agape occurs with self, and even philia is a danger:  

2 Timothy 3:2 lovers of their own selves (one word = philautos #5367), in 3:5 tied with denial 

(arneomai) of the power (dunamis #1411) of godliness (eusebia #2150) which Ephesians 3:16-

20 connects with agape [contrast with denying (arneomai) ungodliness (asebia #763) Titus 2:12; 

root sebomai, worship #4576] 

 

(9) The denial of Divine self as the abandonment of faith (as a expression of agape)  

2 Timothy 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 

 

(10) the unselfish self is the true self, rather than the loss of self-identity  

Luke 15:17 when he came to himself 

17:3 Take heed to yourselves; (also 21:34) 

19:12 A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return 

(receiving for self to give/share);  

24:27 in all the scriptures the things concerning himself  

John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. (the universal draw 

of the unselfish self)  

John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. (the gathering of the unselfish self) 
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John 17:19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the 

truth. (the separation of self to unselfish service) 

 

(11) No trust (peitho #3982) in self but God:  

2 Corinthians  1:9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 

ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead [lead into 3 dimensions of salvation in next verse 

with verb "deliver" 

 

(12) the corporate experience (contrast corporate selfishness):  

1 Peter 4:8-10 above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the 

multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath received 

the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God. 

 

(13) the keeping of self: Jude 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

 

Living the Lie (John 8:44; see below) 

(1) the justifying of self 

Luke 10:29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 

16:15 

(2) the seeking of self  
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Philippians 2:21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s; ("seek" is same 

verb zeteo #2212 as 1 Corinthians 13:5 "seeketh not") 

(3) the divine pattern broken by self   

John 7:18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that 

sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. ("seek" is same verb zeteo as just 

noted in Philippians 2:21; compare and contrast John 8:50, which also uses zeteo) 

Compare 8:44-- Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 

he speaketh the lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. ("speaketh" laleo 

#2980, is the same as in 7:18; "his own" idios #2398, is the same as "his own" in 7:18, aptly 

labeling the "self" that turned the creature's focus from God to self). 

 

Appendix B: Gospel Study Group Studies on Self 

March 2001 and May 2007, Peter van Bemmelen:  "A Study of the Use of the Word 'Self' 

and Related Words in the Writings of Ellen G. White"  [Published as  "Ellen White and Her 

Understanding of 'Self'" in Ellen White and Current Issues Symposium, Vol. 5 (2009):8-20, 

Center for Adventist Research, Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan] 

November 2001, Jerry Moon:  "The Crucifixion of Self" 

 

Appendix C: The Works of Carsten Johnsen 

Carsten Johnsen's works are recommended for his thoughts on alterocentricity versus 

egocentricity, and the themes of agape and eros. See www.CarstenJohnsen.org. 


