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Are we trying to define too minutely the details of salvation? We are solemnly warned against having a
morbid fondness for "questions and strifes of words." (1 Tim. 6:4). We should "strive not about words to no
profit." (2 Tim. 2:14). But in the same epistles we are also called to a standard of "wholesome words" (1 Tim.
6:3), and admonished to "hold fast the form of sound words." (2 Tim. 1:13). God help up to humbly walk the

narrow path!

Can we more simply outline the descriptive evidences? Can we explore them in a humble, calm manner?
"Self must be hid in Jesus, then the judgment will not be one-sided and warped, so that there can be no
dispassionate and righteous decisions." {RH, August 7, 1888 par. 8}

What follows is an attempt to outline briefly some of the multiple ways Scripture describes the process. As
you ponder the full picture, consider that most difficulties come either in distorting the process into a point, or
in not seeing the full spectrum of ways certain word labels can rightfully be applied to the realities behind them.

Perspective God's initiative When one believes At the end
(Recreative) focus = cross (Responsive) (Enduring)
Time The Past (Adam / Christ) [Initiative to the individual comes | The Future
(Actually put into | (For those living between Adam constantly via the Spirit.]

effect as soon as
there was sin.)

and Christ, the accomplished
position and deeds of Christ were
foreshadowed in the types of the
sacrifices.)

The Present

Legal

(Law: code of
living, transcript of
God's character)

The law was magnified by Christ.
(Isa. 42:21; Matt. 5:17)

[God's plan is the law in Christ.]
The law drives me to Christ, and

begins to be written in my heart.
(Gal. 3:24; Heb. 8:10)

The law is kept to the end. (Rev.
14:12)

(Condemnation) A legal acquittal was granted, by [God confronts the individual with | No condemnation is affirmed
virtue of Christ being condemned | the acquittal. (John 8:11)] again for final time. (Blood
for all the sins of all, for the The individual acknowledges the referenced at the end; Rev. 7:14)
condemnation brought by Adam. condemned state received from
The law as the handwriting of Adam, in which the individual has | [Or reluctant granting of my
condemnation was nailed to the hitherto naturally (by nature) desire to identify to the end with
cross, paid and upheld at the same | lived. (Rom. 7:14) the first Adam, which is finally
time. "Not imputing their shown to be condemned as out of
trespasses unto them" (Col. 2:14; [Or refusal to admit that my harmony with the universe.]
2Co 5:19) natural state is wrong.]
(Justification) A legal basis exists for each sinner | ["Under the influence of the Spirit | "He that is justified, let him be
to be alive and not dead. His of God, man is left free to justified still." (Rev. 22:11)
existence and probation, as well as | choose..." (DA 466.4)]
the entire process, is justified. The individual accepts Christ's
This is the positive side of the legal pardon, and has a legal
acquittal noted above. (Rom. 3:24; | pardon entered in his record. (1
4:25; 5:18) John 1:9)
Holiness / Christ encircled the unholy race A love of the holy is reborn in the | "He that is holy, let him be holy
sanctification with His human arm and set it individual's heart, and his still." (Rev. 22:11)
aside for its original holy purpose. | remaking in the holy image of His
(Heb. 10:10) Creator starts in earnest. (Rom.
7:22; 8:4; Col. 3:10)
Glorification Christ was glorified as the second | As the individual beholds the His final step of glorification is

Adam, first by condemning sin in
the likeness of sinful flesh (John
17:4; Rom. 8:3), then by His
resurrection in sinless flesh (Phil.
3:21), and exaltation in holy flesh
to the right hand of the throne of
God. (Heb. 1:3)

glory of the Lord, he begins to be
changed from glory (the Lord's)
into glory (the Lord's image in
humanity) while in sinful flesh.
(Rom. 8:11-13; 2 Cor. 3:18; Col.
1:24)

the putting on of immortality
when the corruption of the
crucified flesh is removed. (Rom.
8:18,21; 1 Cor. 15:43, 53; Col.
3:4)




Faith The faith of Jesus was exercised | The action of faith responds to Faith endures to the end--the end
in behalf of race, manifesting the | God's faith, as the seed of faith of heart transformation. (2 Tim.
righteousness of God, effectively | sprouts, with choices beginning 4:7; Heb. 12:2; Rev. 14:12)
treating all as they could be, not | to be made in favor of God, in
as they are, giving to all the harmony with His vision of
measure of faith, resulting in the | sinners reclaimed by His love.
ability to choose rather than be Heart transformation begins, as
hopeless slaves. This has one starts to see self and others
preserved the possibility of heart | as God sees. (Rom. 1:17; 10:10;
transformation. (Rom. 3:22; Rev. 3:18)
4:17; 12:3)

Repentance The goodness of God was The individual repents, Repentance deepens to the end,
expressed: Christ repented on motivated by grasping the "at every step." (AA 561.2; COL
behalf of the race. (Rom. 2:4; goodness of God. (2Cor. 7:9, 160.3)
Mark 1:4, 9) 10)

Gift Given (John 3:16; 1 John 5:11) Received (John 1:12) Kept (Rev. 2:25)

Salvation Saved from certain death. (7BC Salvation accepted. (Luke 19:9) Eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9)

956.7; ST, June 27, 1900 par. 6)

Delivered (2Co. 1:10)

Has ("Who delivered us from so
great a death")

Does ("doth deliver")

Will ("in whom we trust that he
will yet deliver")

Debt / forgiveness /
grace (Matt. 18 parable
as it should turn out)

King carries the debt; attitude
extended of grace and
forgiveness. (18:23, 27)

Individual faces record of his
debt, and receives King's grace
and forgiveness; begins to
abandon debt mentality and
learns to be gracious and
forgiving.

Maintains a grace attitude and
reflects fully to others the
forgiveness of the King.

Whole Process

Though we have divided it up in major sections, the process needs to be seen as a whole. In beginning the
process God did not just begin a part; He began the whole. His is a whole vision. There are no seams in

salvation. One continuous garment covers us. The only thing that destroys the wholeness of the process is
unbelief on the part of individuals, anywhere along the way.

Parts of Process

Because of the process nature,
there exist distinguishable parts,
due in part to the necessity of
God's having to start the process
because of sin's devastating
effect on all.

God then must wait on the
individual's response before
proceeding, as He is not
coercive, but honors the freedom
of choice.

The final part is the capstone or
seal that completes the whole, as
the individual persists in his
choice to stay in the process.

Moving Process

The dynamic of the process is
that one part leads>

to the next part, and keeps
developing to>

the final conclusion and
destination.

"Does he who plows for sowing plow continually? Does he continue to plow and harrow his ground after

it is smooth?" Isa. 28:24 AB

Process statements:

"There is but one plan of salvation. There is but one process by which the soul may be healed of its wounds. Look to the Man of
Calvary." {RH, April 9, 1889 par. 11}
"Christ was the one who consented to meet the conditions necessary for man's salvation. No angel, no man, was sufficient for the
great work to be wrought. The Son of man alone must be lifted up; for only an infinite nature could undertake the redemptive
process." {ST, March 5, 1896 par. 6}
"The molding process of the Word of God places upon us the perfect image of its Author." {12MR 75.3}
"If we have His meekness and lowliness, we will not become rebellious under the process of being fitted for His temple. We want
no weak links in the chain of character that binds us to Christ. A whole Saviour was offered for us on Calvary's cross that we might
have a complete salvation, perfecting a character after the divine similitude. " {20MR 233.1}
Lesson from SDA history on exploring the process:
"But if Jesus, when He was upon earth, with all His power and miracles could not break down that prejudice that was in the heart of
the people, what can we do? Brethren, pray. Don't argue, but pray before God, and let every soul hang himself upon God. Let us
seek God now that we may find him. Let the truth of God come into your hearts; open the door. Now I tell you here before God, that
the covenant question, as it has been presented, is the truth. It is the light.... And those that have been resisting the light, I ask
you whether they have been working for God, or for the devil. It is the clear light of heaven, and it means much to us. It means to
show us that you can not depend upon your own smartness and your criticisms, but you must hang your helpless soul upon
Jesus Christ, and upon Him alone. God help you to see. God help you to understand.... Dig in the Bible. Sink the shaft of truth to
find out what is truth.... The converting power of God is needed in our midst. ... They have rejected everything but their own
ideas...." {1888 596.2} (emphasis supplied)




