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Introduction

How are we to face end-time issues within the church and within the world? What are the
New Testament challenges that apply in a special way to our day? How do these guide us in
responding to the maze we are encountering?

We are facing mysteries orchestrated by supernatural beings. I desire to use the following
sentences as a frame within which to consider what we must meet--from emergent Christianity to
regressive pre-Minneapolis Adventism, from resurgent fascism to cultism within Adventism,
from a global technocracy to internet pornography invading even Adventism, from Gaiaism to
Adventist Gnostics.

Christ is coming in power and great glory, but His coming is not such a mystery as
the things to take place before that event. Man must be a partaker of the divine nature in
order to stand in this evil time, when the mysteries of satanic agencies are at work. Only
by the divine power united with the human can souls endure through these times of trial.
Says Christ, "Without me ye can do nothing." Then there must be far less of self and

more of Jesus. (Ellen White, The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, p. 332.1)



In this framework we are called to evaluate every teaching and movement, every philosophy
and cause, "in this evil time." But what does "a partaker of the divine nature" mean? Let us
explore the praxis of that through the following New Testament themes, with their Old
Testament roots. We will see, under the Spirit's guidance, that these apply in a special way to the

day in which we live, "before that event" of Christ's coming.

1. Fundamental Issue

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind" (Matthew 22:37; quoting Deuteronomy 6:5). This first and great command assumes He
loved us first (1 John 4:19) with all His heart, soul, and mind, and is simply calling for us to
respond in kind. It anchors us in creation reality--the dependent nature of our being (ontology)
which is inseparable from the nature of relating (character) that describes the way in which we
were made to function. Without this focus on the Creator God who is the source, definition, and
expression of this love (1 John 4:8, 16), we perpetuate the idolatry of creature worship (Romans
1:25) in its various forms, from narcissism to Luciferianism.

Once we begin to see how much God has loved us, from our creation to our redemption
(Deuteronomy 7:8; Isaiah 63:9), we are enabled to begin to love Him as we ought, and to love
our neighbors as self (Matthew 22:39; 1 John 4:21). This love of neighbor is the only valid
alternative to putting men where God should be (John 2:24, 25)." Knowing that the self-focused
form of idolatry was the beginning of sin (John 8:44; Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:17), we have

abandoned the principle of self as the focus, motive, or guide to anything we do (John 7:28;

! This form of idolatry was the basic issue at Minneapolis (1888, 168.3; compare 1339.3), as well
as being the essence of cultism, peer-dependent adolescent issues, dictatorships, and modern
media and politics.



8:28), and commit to relate to self only in the light of the value God has place on each individual.
He has given to each "self" all the good we have (life, security, identity, hope, etc.) so that we
may in turn give self to others by passing on all that we can of those blessings. Thus we love
others as self by the giving of self. This second commandment is echoed in these words of Jesus,
"This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you." (John 15:12). We
find what "as I have loved you" means in the multiple statements that "He gave himself" for us
(for example, see Galatians 1:4; 2:20; Ephesians 5:25; 1 Timothy 2:6; Titus 2:14).

This love, continually mediated from its Source (Romans 5:5; 1 John 4:16), is the only means
by which we will be able to endure the end-time lawlessness without becoming cold. That
enduring love becomes the final witness that proclaims the gospel (Matthew 24:12-14). As we
enter more and more into the time when "men's hearts [are] failing them for fear" (Luke 21:26),
we may be fearless through the boldness such love enables (1 John 4:17, 18).

This is the essence of the judgment-hour message. Thus we must evaluate every teaching and
every teacher in light of this core dynamic of God's heart. So we must ask, "Do we see this love

in..?"

2. Basic Paradigm
Because of the fall into sin, we are born and develop out of harmony with the law that
describes the unselfish love just noted. By this very disharmony, the law becomes by contrast,
and in its "not" formulations, something that appears negative. However,--
There is not a negative in that law, although it may appear thus. It is Do, and Live.

(Ellen White, Lt89-1898, October 30, 1898, par. 14)

® This reference is from the online complete collection of Ellen White's letters and manuscripts.



The law seems negative only because we tend to perceive it isolated from God, or connected
to Him but with an inaccurate picture of His character. The "Do, and Live" sound like cold
commands that somehow we have to muster up the emotional and spiritual strength to obey, or
give up. But the two brief sentences just quoted are couched in relationship, which changes the
setting. The preceding sentences are--

The ten holy precepts spoken by Christ upon Sinai's mount were the revelation of the
character of God, and made known to the world the fact that He had jurisdiction over the
whole human heritage. That law of ten precepts of the greatest love that can be presented
to man is the voice of God from heaven speaking to the soul in promise, "This do, and
you will not come under the dominion and control of Satan." (/bid.)

Thus we must see, and ever be reminded of the fact that the law is not alone.’ The New
Testament affirms this. Jesus says that He is the one that fulfills both the law and the prophets
(Matthew 5:17). The gospel story reveals to us God's love at work in the story of Jesus (John
3:16, 17)--His faith working by love (Galatians 5:5, 6). When this love speaks law, it is the
affirmation of relational hope, not the condemnation of relational failure. It does affirm our status
as sinners, and acknowledges our need, but in the same breath it expresses faith--the vision and
plan of restored, even intimate relationship. Thus the command becomes a promise, an
expression of faith working by love. We see this in the stories describing how Jesus related to the
fallen woman (John 8:11) and to fallen Peter (John 21:15-17).* This dynamic of the law in Christ
thus expresses a forgiving love that empowers the sinner to begin to build on the security of that

love a future that is in harmony with, and reflects the integrity of the law that describes that love.

> Recall that the sanctuary setup did not post the law in isolation. It was within multiple layers of
coverings, each reflecting a setting of relationship.

* See the collection of reflections on "Peter and Forgiveness" by the author posted on his
website: http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page i1d=712



To fall upon the Rock and be broken is to give up our self-righteousness and to go to
Christ with the humility of a child, repenting of our transgressions, and believing in His
forgiving love. And so also it is by faith and obedience that we build on Christ as our
foundation. (Ellen White, The Desire of Ages, p. 599.3)

This faith of God (Romans 3:3) is the faith of Jesus (Romans 3:22) that was expressed in its
ultimate form in the giving of His life on the cross (Romans 3:25). Since the law is ever "in
Christ" (see Psalm 40:8), the law and the gospel go together.

"This truth" is the critical mass of the final message to the world.” The final group who
endure are pictured as keeping "the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus" (Revelation
14:12). They have internalized the reality that God's plan is still for humanity to live the way He
designed them, as described in His commands, and that those commands are promises coming
from the One who has faith in sinners and sees them as they can be. This vision, they become
convinced, has been the very motive Jesus has had to express that possibility to them in such
words of command.

Not only do they see the law and the gospel as gifts of God to them, but to the whole world.
This unselfish focus enables them to relate to all in a hopeful, secure way that disarms and
confronts at the same time. They will, in the end, be able to call those who do not respond, even
as they are betraying them to their death, "Friend," as Jesus did with Judas (Matthew 26:50).

It is this paradigm that provides not just a test for each of us individually, but a criterion to
understand whether or not a message we are hearing has the DNA of the final movement of God.

So we must ask, "Do we find the law and gospel hand-in-hand in ...?"

> 1SM 234.5 - 235.4; 1888 166.8



3. Prophetic Setting

In words that contrast our day with that of God's encounter with ancient Israel at Mt. Sinai,
the book of Hebrews addresses the prophetic solemnity we face:

See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh
from heaven: whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet
once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more,
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom
which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:25-29)

The days in which we live are in essence a transition between "the kingdoms of this world"
which are all time limited, and the kingdom "of our Lord, and of His Christ" which will last "for
ever and ever" (Revelation 11:15). This transition has been repeatedly outlined in the prophetic
overviews given to Daniel and John, introduced by the simple word "till"--the earthly continues
"till" God begins a process that replaces it fully with His system. In Daniel 2 it is pictured as a
stone "cut out without hands" (2:35) that does its work of replacing what was there before with
what will "stand forever"--the kingdom of "the God of heaven" (2:44). In Daniel 7 we see the
transition as a judgment scene (7:9-14, 18, 22, 26, 27). In Daniel 8 it is the cleansing (restoration,
vindication) of the sanctuary (8:13, 14). The major time prophecies all point to the date of the
beginning of the transition process.

It is of interest that the greatest development of the earthly system occurs actually during the

time-span of this transition. John in Revelation is given extensive details of how this will look, in



the pictures of "Babylon"--clearly the prophetic code term for the fourth kingdom of Daniel's
visions, but not used until after judgment is introduced in the center of his visions (11:18, 19),
thus during the fourth kingdom in its final incarnation.

But God's kingdom existed on earth long before it comes with uncontested presence. This
eternal kingdom, which actually predated the creation of the world, has been alive on earth by
virtue of those who have rejected Satan's claim to the earth because they realize it was gained by
deception and usurpation. These people of faith, from the repentant Adam and Eve to the last
faithful ones pictured in Revelation, comprise God's kingdom on earth. They have entered into
the reality of what it means to live under the sovereignty of love, and to relate to all around them
based on that most powerful principle and demonstration of authority.

This is where we are in the flow of prophetic time. The transition has begun. God's end-time
people in contrast the world's population in general, like Jesus' disciples (after the cross) in
contrast to the Jews in general, know that "the time of [their] visitation" has arrived (Luke 19:44;
compare Mark 1:15). The second advent of Jesus is not the beginning of that "time" (the mistake
of the Millerites), but it will occur during the transition process we are in. Like Jesus' first
coming, the time when the process began came when predicted, for "God's purposes know no
haste and no delay" (Ellen White, The Desire of Ages, p. 32.1). However, the time between the
beginning of the process and Jesus' return is unspecified and flexible. The process itself demands
that, and history reveals it. Peter's words on "the day of the Lord" are addressed especially to the
people this side of the transition's beginning, and indicate our actions can "hasten" some aspects
of this day. As we have alluded to (Matthew 24:14) and will further note, the events between the

beginning of this judgment process and Jesus' return are intimately connected with the people of



God's kingdom on earth. Like Israel of old (Hebrews 3:9, 17, 19), a lack of faith on their part can
delay (and has delayed) certain purposes of God.°

Like Peter's words above, Paul's to the Thessalonian believers also apply especially to the
present in prophetic time.

Of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.... But
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all
the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober..., putting on the
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. (1 Thessalonians
5:1-8)

Every present message must thus be tested in light of our time in Bible prophecy. Does it
sense we have reached the final process? Does it encourage the sobriety fitting for the shaking of

earth and heaven? We must ask, "Do we find prophetic urgency in ...?

4. Sanctuary Location

The sanctuary given to ancient Israel was "the example and shadow of heavenly things"
(Hebrews 8:5). Simply put, the "worldly sanctuary" (9:1) was symbolic of "the true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, and not man" (8:2). The sanctuary courtyard symbolized the earthly
ministry of Jesus, coming down from His holy places to be baptized and sacrificed (John 1:28,
29; 1 Corinthians 5:7). The sanctuary building was a type of Jesus' heavenly ministry. When He

returned to heaven and entered the holies (sanctuary), He was exalted as our High Priest (Acts

% The issue of delay was addressed by Ellen White repeatedly both in potential (1888 1525.2;
20MR 313.1) and actuality (1SM 69.1; GCB, March 30, 1903, par. 25).



2:33; Hebrews 4:14; 6:20; 8:1), dedicating the sanctuary way to the Father through the benefits
of His death (Hebrews 10:20), like Moses had dedicated the earthly with blood (9:18). Both His
entrance into the courtyard (earth) and into the sanctuary (in heaven) were predicted on Daniel
9's prophetic timetable (9:25-27).

In Hebrews the people were emphatically directed away from the earthly system based on
"mount Sinai" and expressed in the temple in "Jerusalem" (which was shortly to be destroyed;
see Hebrews 12:18-21; 8:13; Daniel 9:26; Galatians 4:24, 25). Their hearts were directed to "the
heavenly Jerusalem" and "to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant" (Hebrews 12:22-24).

But the interpretation the sanctuary gives to the plan of salvation does not end with Jesus'
earthly sojourn followed by His ascension and High Priestly ministry. It extends to the last phase
of that heavenly ministry, typified by what occurred in "the Holiest of all" (Hebrews 9:3; literally
"holy of holies"), the "second" part of the structure, where in the earthly services "the high priest
alone [entered] once every year, not without blood" (9:7). This was the yearly Day of Atonement
(Leviticus 16; 23:27, 28), on which the people had specific things to do to follow in their way the
work the High Priest was doing in the sanctuary. When the book of Hebrews was written, a few
years after Jesus' ascension, this final work of "the Day" was still in the future (10:25). It was
referred to as the "judgment" associated with the time when He shall "appear the second time"
(9:27, 28). By connection to the prophecies of God's kingdom we noted earlier, it is from this
phase of the heavenly sanctuary that the voice will come that will shake both earth and heaven
(12:26), to introduce the "kingdom which cannot be moved" (12:28).

As we have already seen, the prophetic timelines pointed to the beginning of that process.

Just as the date for Jesus' entering the courtyard and returning to the sanctuary were given, so the



judgment time prophecies gave dates both in anticipation of the event of His entering the Holy of
holies (Daniel 7:25), and for the time itself (8:14).

As Israel of old were called in four ways to follow the High Priest as he carried out that final
work of the yearly cycle, so, being in the transition period symbolized by the events of the Day
of Atonement, we must see the applications for our day.

(1) We are called ("convocation"; Leviticus 23:27) to similar activities that focus on the
seriousness of the hour, and that follow by faith what Jesus is doing, in defending His people
(like in Zechariah 3:1-5) as "the books [are] opened" (Daniel 7:10).”

(2) We are to "afflict" our souls (Leviticus 23:27), a humbling of self that includes mourning
for our sins that have "afflicted" Jesus (Zechariah 12:10; Isaiah 53:4, 7°). However, this is the
opposite of monastic seclusion, for it also copies Jesus' humble ministry to the afflicted (Isaiah
58°).

(3) We are instructed to "offer an offering made by fire" (Leviticus 23:27), which means to
"glory ... in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Galatians 6:14)--His offering of fire--and to
claim the merits of His "blood of the everlasting covenant" (Hebrews 13:20) which He has
carried into the Holy of Holies in His final "intercession" on behalf of sinners (Isaiah 53:12;
Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25). In the blood, Calvary is carried from the courtyard, through the
Holy Place, and into the Holy of Holies!"’

(4) We are commanded to "do no work" (Leviticus 23:28), which means we are to cease

"from [our] own works, as God did from His" on creation Sabbath (Hebrews 4:10). The weekly

7 Ellen White described the connection between heaven and earth in this cleansing of the
sanctuary. (1888 27.1; 518.2; GC 425.1)

® Verses 4 and 7 use the same verb "afflict" as Leviticus 23:27.

? Verses 3, 5, and 10 also use the same verb.

' Ellen White describes this ongoing effect of the cross as Jesus' having "immortalized Calvary"
(1SM 343.1). This is the genuine of which the Roman Catholic mass is the counterfeit.

10



Sabbath is the outward expression of this inward rest in our Creator and Redeemer (Hebrews
4:4-6, 9). The judgment hour message explicitly calls for such worship (Revelation 14:7). This
divine-human rest is seen metaphorically in the human-human rest experienced in ideal
marriages (Ruth 1:9).

Each of these activities extend from deeply personal, intimate experiences of following Jesus
in His work of revealing Himself and ourselves to us, to public, benevolent demonstration of the
glory of His sacrifice and of the holiness and unselfish service it calls for in a judgment setting.
The law and the gospel we have noted are here fully wedded, in fulfillment of what is
symbolized by the tables of the covenant being covered by a solid gold lid (Hebrews 9:4) on
which the blood was sprinkled (Leviticus 16:15). God invites the entire world to embrace these
realities, in being "partakers of the divine nature" in this setting of final atonement (Leviticus
16:30, 34; 23:28)--the final application of the benefits of Calvary.

We must realize that many are being led by God to elements of this "Most Holy Place
experience" who do not realize the full picture of the setting from which Jesus is mediating such
human convictions and activities. In this we can rejoice, and encourage them in these Day of
Atonement ministries, awaiting the right time to expand their understanding of what underlies
that which they are experiencing. At the same time, we must use the measure of the sanctuary to
examine all messages and ministries. We must ask, "Do we see Jesus' work in the Holy of Holies

reflected in ...7"

5. Present Mission

The setting that we have traced so far is the final witness of Jesus' enduring love in a time of

judgment transition, directed by Jesus from and to the Holy of Holies of the heavenly sanctuary.

11



This setting was revealed to John in Revelation 11:19, an opening of the temple in heaven to
where "the ark of His testament" was seen. In the judgment passages that follow we see the three
powers of wickedness that confederate in end-time Babylon--the dragon (chapter 12), the beast
from the sea (13:1-10), and the beast from the land (13:11-18)'". But against each of these we
also see those faithful ones who stand (12:17; 13:10; 14:1, 12). These are pictures of the people
of the Advent Movement.

In this same section of Revelation we see three messages (14:6-12) that give identity and
mission to this group just before the return of Jesus (14:14). In a way distinctly parallel to Daniel
in ancient Neo-Babylon (Daniel 5), they are called into end-time Babylon to translate a three-part
message that needs explaining.

The first (14:6, 7) is declared to be "the everlasting gospel," an echo of the gospel of
enduring love we saw in Matthew 24:12-14. There is a call to the beginning of wisdom--"fear
God" (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:7; 9:10)--a fear that we saw is transformed into a fearless heart
as it remains focused on God's forgiving love seen in justification by faith (Psalm 130:4; 1 John
4:17, 18). As the love of God in the gospel does its work, the recipients of this first message are
enabled to do what Daniel told Belshazzar he had not done--to "give glory" to the God in whose
hand our breath is, that is, the One who alone deserves worship as He has both "made" and
sustains us (Daniel 5:23). The echo of the fourth commandment is unmistakable (Exodus 20:8-
11). The urgency of this call is, as we have already noted, the arrival of "the hour of His
judgment."

The second message (14:8), being the first mention of end-time Babylon by name, simply

states the verdict against it--"fallen" (stated twice as was the "mene" of Daniel 5:25), and for the

"' In the rest of Revelation, this beast from the land is called the false prophet (16:13; 19:20;
20:10).
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reason stated, the intoxicating mixture--of good and evil, of the truth and the lie, of church and
state (compare 17:2; 18:3).12

The third message (14:9-12) warns of worshiping the systems that supplant the Creator, in
opposition to the call of the first message (see also Romans 1:25), and declares there is no future
for individuals who commit such idolatry. This message ends with a description of those who
endure--again as noted through embracing, and never letting go, the law and the gospel.

These three messages appear to be echoed and amplified in a final way in Revelation 18.
While there is no description of the impact of the three in chapter 14, other than that the first is
for "them that dwell on earth"--"every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people" (14:6) and
that two sound with "a loud voice" (14:7, 9), this final message has what appears to be a yet
stronger voice (18:2) that is prefaced with two effects--"great power [authority]" and "the earth
was lightened with his glory" (18:1). The early Seventh-day Adventists thus called this message
"the Loud Cry of the third angel""’ because it expands the description of destruction against
those refusing to give up the counterfeit worship and the tyranny that accompanies it, and
because it echoes the second message with an expanded description of the reason for Babylon's
fall. The beginning of this Loud Cry was seen before 1892 "in the revelation of the righteousness
of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer."""

Thus the evidence points strongly to the fact that the authority of this angel is the sovereignty
of God's unselfish love, the strongest bond in the universe, as it is formed by mutual consent in

total freedom, and maintained by unselfish giving, against all odds. It must be simply the

response to the preaching of the gospel we have noted both in Matthew 24:12-14 and Revelation

"2 The basic idea of "fornication" is putting together what does not belong together.
13 1SG 193, 194 (1858)
41888 1073.7 (1892)
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14:6. How many will respond to the message of His love, with the unreserved love we saw as the
fundamental issue? John saw a "great multitude" who appear to be those won by His love in the
final message before the final storm (7:9, 14).

This last message lightens the earth through the glory of humble love, as we have seen
described in the Day of Atonement ministry to the afflicted described in Isaiah 58. It is the
preaching of the righteousness of Christ as Christ did Himself--going about doing good (Acts
10:38), and directing all to give glory to God (Matthew 5:16). This was described clearly in
1900:

We are living in a time when the last message of mercy, the last invitation, is
sounding to the children of men. The command, "Go out into the highways and hedges,"
is reaching its final fulfillment. To every soul Christ's invitation will be given. The
messengers are saying, "Come; for all things are now ready." (Ellen White, Christ's
Object Lessons, p. 237.2)

Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are to say to the people, "Behold your
God." The last rays of merciful light, the last message of mercy to be given to the world,
is a revelation of His character of love. The children of God are to manifest His glory. In
their own life and character they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them.
(Ibid., p 415.5)

This work was seen five years earlier in the message flowing from Minneapolis:

Those who, since the Minneapolis meeting, have had the privilege of listening to the
words spoken by the messengers of God, Elder A.T. Jones, Prof. Prescott, Brn. E. J.
Waggoner, O. A. Olsen, and many others, at the campmeetings and ministerial institutes,

have had the invitation, Come, for all things are now ready. Come to the supper prepared

14



for you." Light, heaven's light, has been shining. The trumpet has given a certain sound.
Those who have made their various excuses for neglecting to respond to the call, have
lost much. The light has been shining upon justification by faith and the imputed
righteousness of Christ. Those who receive and act in the light given, will, in their
teachings, give evidence that the message of Christ crucified, a risen Saviour ascended
into the heavens to be our advocate, is the wisdom and power of God in the conversion of
souls, bringing them back to their loyalty to Christ. These are our themes,--Christ
crucified for our sins, Christ risen from the dead, Christ our intercessor before God; and
closely connected with these is the office-work of the Holy Spirit, the representative of
Christ, sent forth with divine power and gifts for men. (Ellen White, The Ellen G. White
1888 Materials, p. 1455.2)"

As with Daniel, we must make these messages understandable in the language of those to
whom we give them. That will be done by word and deed, particularly in the setting of our health
work:

The third angel's message in its clear, definite terms is to be made the prominent
warning. All that it comprehends is to be made intelligible to the reasoning minds of
today. While we bind ourselves to the development of the truth in the past angels'
messages, we are announcing the message of the third angel and of the other angel that
follows the third, the second time proclaiming the fall of Babylon.

We are to give the message, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and

hateful bird. . . . Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that

15°9/25/1895
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ye receive not of her plagues" (Revelation 18:1, 4). This message is to come to the
churches. We are to consider the best plans for accomplishing this. The message must be
so presented as to command the attention of reasoning minds.

These sacred truths, believed and practiced, are not to be carried in any coercive
manner, but in the spirit of the Master. The Holy Spirit will reach noble minds and the
better spirit of men. In all our sanitariums there should be men who understand the
doctrine of truth and who can present it by pen and voice. They will be brought in contact
with men of no mean minds, and they should plead with them as they would plead with
an only son. It should be our aim, saith the Lord, not to put in responsible positions of
trust men who are not fitted by experience, men who do not take deep views of Bible
truth. (Ellen White, Manuscript Releases, Volume 10, p. 315.1-3)"

These messages are also the DNA of God's work in the end-time. We may hear the rocks
crying out in the concerns of those addressing the unsustainability of various of mankind's
systems and activities at present. Many are unselfishly wanting to leave their grandchildren some
future. These are among the "reasoning minds" not simply caught up in the hedonism of
Babylon, its partying, power, or profit (Revelation 18:3). To these, as the systems begin to
collapse under the consequences of unrepentant selfishness, we must explain the messages that
show them there is a future for their grandchildren, as well as for them and their ancestors, who
have embraced unselfishness as their life motive. These prophetic messages will be seen to be

simply the extrapolations of the proper lessons of history and systems.

16.8/13/1900
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So as we encounter "every wind of doctrine," we must test them by these end-time messages
of the "increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love" (Ephesians 4:14). We must ask,

"Do we hear the messages of Revelation's angels in ...?"

6. Parallel History

Earlier we noted that Daniel's time prophecies predicted not only the key dates of Messiah
entering and leaving the courtyard for the Holies in heaven, but also the dates anticipating and
beginning His ministry in the Holy of Holies. There is a further parallel to consider in the
experience of the people of faith at both of these sanctuary transitions, a parallel with great
instruction for both our history as the Advent movement and the current stalemate and dangers
we face.

The disciples who joined Jesus in announcing "the time is fulfilled" based on the kingdom
and gospel paradigms (Mark 1:15) were expecting a kingdom on this earth (Luke 19:11; Acts
1:6). So the Advent believers who joined in proclaiming "the hour of His judgment is come"
based on the same kingdom and gospel paradigms (Revelation 14:6, 7; Daniel 7:10, 14) were
expecting Jesus' return to this earth.

Both messages were rooted in the time prophecies of Daniel, the first advent believers' hope
resting in the fulfillment of Daniel 9:25, and the second advent believers' expectation built on the
fulfillment of Daniel 8:14.

Both were seriously disappointed when what they expected did not happen, and both
disappointments were due to a misunderstanding of the sanctuary types and their fulfillment--
specifically where in the flow of events prefigured there were they at their present time. Both the

thought that Jesus would establish His kingdom on the earth at His first coming, and that He
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would return to earth the second time at the beginning of end-time judgment were failures to
understand the Holy of Holies metaphors.

While Jesus at His first coming was giving a final message of mercy to Israel that would
entail in its fullness an outpouring of the Spirit to empower the last call, the Holy-of-Holies type
pointed instead to a global work of that nature, not one restricted to Israel in Palestine (Matthew
10:6; 15:24). While the Day of Atonement activities can be seen in some part in Jesus' final,
local ministry for Daniel's (and His) people and city (Daniel 9:24), what was happening in His
first coming on the global scale were the events in the courtyard where the Lamb would be slain,
beginning a transition from the types to the realities they had symbolized for hundreds of years.

Similarly, while the date of 1844 was the beginning of the final judgment typified in the
cleansing of the sanctuary (Daniel 8:14 tied to 7:10), Jesus' return to the earth to begin its
cleansing process was not the first event in this judgment. Instead, He entered into the Holy of
Holies in heaven, to mediate and orchestrate the pre-advent portions of that judgment, events we
have seen that included the gospel and kingdom message being carried to the entire world by
messengers who themselves have by faith followed Jesus into the Holy of Holies. Not until
these messengers go there are they enabled to invite the whole world to join them there
experientially with Jesus, in the secret place of the Most High, in an intimacy of His love that
would enable them to endure the storm that is coming. Both the Midnight Cry of Matthew 25 and
the Laodicean Message of Revelation 3 depicts the vital nature of following Jesus into the Holy
of Holies. If the messengers have not gone there with Jesus, they cannot invite others in. This
inability can also be expressed in light of the Loud Cry message of Revelation 18. If the

messengers themselves have not come out of Babylon, they cannot call others out (18:4).
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But the parallels between the first-advent and second-advent disciples continue. The cross
"disaster" was/is essential for them both to understand and enter into what Jesus was/is doing. It
alone destroyed/s all of their selfish plans (Luke 24:21; Revelation 14:4). God was orchestrating
events of the 1880s to lead His second-advent believers into this preparation, but they resisted."”
The crisis and message which will fully lead/drive God's end-time people into the cross is yet to
be seen. But the blood from the Calvary courtyard must be brought into the Holy of Holies and
applied.

Flowing out of the cleansing of Calvary, the early disciples were finally able (contrast John
16:12) to be confronted with how foolish and slow of heart to believe they had been (Luke
24:25; Mark 16:14). They were finally able bear the understanding of all of Scripture that made a
suffering Messiah central to the principle of the gospel and kingdom (Luke 24:26, 27, 44-46), as
their pagan thought patterns were removed by the philosophy of genuine Biblical realism,
unfolded by the testimony of the resurrected Jesus. God is yet confronting His current disciples
with the same steps, working through the testimony of Jesus from the Holy of Holies, through
messengers who are given the same Spirit that inspired the prophets of old. One messenger
especially stands out, and she in her lifetime pointed to other messengers.'®

Out of a new understanding of Calvary and their complicity in it, Jesus early disciples were
being enabled in a new and deeper way to preach "repentance and remission of sin" because they
were becoming "witnesses of these things" (Luke 24:47, 48). Jesus imparted the Spirit to guide

them in the renewed journey into all "the truth" (John 20:22; 16:13) that would prepare them for

171888 39.3, 197.1, 210.3, 219.2, 267.1, 347.2, 378.2, 409.2, 421.2, 423.2, 502.3, 507.3 (danger
of idolizing man), 1525.2; (all of these statements tie the Minneapolis era and message to a
preparation.)

'8 "] am not to appear before the people as holding any other position than that of a messenger
with a message." (8T 237.4). See 1888 279.1; 368.1, 370.2, 377.3, 387.3, 398.1&3, 542.1, 672.2,
846.1, and many others, for reference to other messengers (search 1888 + messengers).
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giving Israel's last message of mercy. Their ten days of waiting after the ascension contained an
ever-deepening repentance and confession that included "great joy", "praising and blessing God"
(Luke 27:52, 53), and "one accord" (Acts 1:14; 2:1). When God's second-advent people submit
to the same process, the same work of the Spirit will be experienced, preparing them to give the
Loud Cry of the third angel. This preparatory work is described in the wise virgins whose vessels
were filled with oil, enabling them to enter into the knowledge of the Bridegroom and follow
Him into the wedding (Matthew 25:4, 10) in contrast to the foolish (25:3, 12). The work of Luke
24 and Acts 1 is also what the True Witness is attempting to do with Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-
20).

When this preparation of the early disciples met with God's preparation (Jesus' entering His
High Priestly ministry in the Holies in heaven), the Spirit was imparted in His fullness (Acts
2:4). So the Latter Rain, which the end-time disciples look for, awaits a similar convergence.
This was described in an article "Why the Lord Waits":

Every truly converted soul will be intensely desirous to bring others from the
darkness of error into the marvelous light of the righteousness of Jesus Christ. The great
outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with his glory, will not
come until we have an enlightened people, that know by experience what it means to be
laborers together with God. When we have entire, whole-hearted consecration to the
service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of his Spirit without
measure; but this will not be while the largest portion of the church are not laborers
together with God. God cannot pour out his Spirit when selfishness and self-indulgence
are so manifest; when a spirit prevails that, if put into words, would express that answer

of Cain,--"Am I my brother's keeper?" If the truth for this time, if the signs that are
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thickening on every hand, that testify that the end of all things is at hand, are not-
sufficient to arouse the sleeping energy of those who profess to know the truth, then
darkness proportionate to the light which has been shining will overtake these souls.
There is not the semblance of an excuse for their indifference that they will be able to
present to God in the great day of final reckoning. There will be no reason to offer as to
why they did not live and walk and work in the light of the sacred truth of the word of
God, and thus reveal to a sin-darkened world, through their conduct, their sympathy, and
their zeal, that the power and reality of the gospel could not be controverted. (Ellen
White, Review and Herald, July 21, 1896 par. 2)

So any desire on our part to invoke the Lord to send the Latter Rain must be combined with a
willingness to embrace the preparatory steps, to understand how the early disciples were
prepared, to review our own history to grasp what God has been attempting since the early years
of the movement, and to enter into the experience that lays our glory in the dust and fills us with
His Spirit."” And any attempt on our part to evaluate other messages and movements must be
guided and guarded by a realization of the necessity and urgency of that preparation. Otherwise,
we are vulnerable to a counterfeit spirit.”” We must ask, "Do we see the preparation for the Latter

Rain, its beginning drops, from the Holy of Holies in ..."?

7. Two Mysteries
The paragraph we used at the beginning of our study did not begin with the sentence we

used. Rather it began with the roots God planted deep in the process by which man may "be a

' This is the work of justification by faith. See 20MR 117.2&3.
2% This counterfeit "Pentecost” was addressed in one of Ellen White's early visions, recorded in
EW 54-56.

21



partaker of the divine nature." Here are the earlier sentences that bridge from the mystery in the
gospel of the incarnate God, to the mystery in the gospel of enduring love in the face of "the
mysteries of satanic agencies."

Christ could have done nothing during His earthly ministry in saving fallen man if the
divine had not been blended with the human. The limited capacity of man cannot define
this wonderful mystery--the blending the two natures, the divine and the human. It can
never be explained. Man must wonder and be silent. And yet man is privileged to be a
partaker of the divine nature, and in this way he can to some degree enter into the
mystery. This wonderful exhibition of God's love was made on the cross of Calvary.
Divinity took the nature of humanity, and for what purpose?--That through the
righteousness of Christ humanity might partake of the divine nature. This union of
divinity and humanity, which was possible with Christ, is incomprehensible to human
minds. The wonderful things to take place in our world--the greatest events of all ages--
are incomprehensible to worldly minds; they cannot be explained by human sciences.
The powers of heaven shall be shaken. (Ellen White, The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials,
p. 332.1)*

Paul includes "this wonderful mystery" as the first element of "the mystery of godliness":

Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the

world, received up into glory. (1 Timothy 3:16)

*! The final sentence is a quote from Luke 21:26, but also echoes Hebrews 12:26 we saw earlier.

22



The revelation of this mystery was finished in Jesus as He completed His public ministry
(John 17:4) and was faithful to death (John 19:30).* But the goal of that mystery was not simply
what Jesus accomplished while on earth (the sanctuary courtyard), else He would not have
commissioned His disciples to carry the gospel to the world (Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8), an
activity orchestrated from the heavenly sanctuary (begun in the Holy Place and finished in the
Holy of Holies). For in the preaching of that gospel, each has the opportunity and privilege "to be
a partaker of the divine nature, and in this way he can to some degree enter into the mystery."
Here is the simple, reciprocal way it is described elsewhere:

Christ became one flesh with us, in order that we might become one spirit with Him.
(Ellen White, The Desire of Ages, p. 388.1)

The outworking of that plan is a global mission, whose completion coincides with the
completion of the pre-advent judgment, because it is simply the result of the same processes
already described in that phase of the transition to God's kingdom. This global accomplishment
is described in Revelation in these words:

In the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the
mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.
(Revelation 10:7).

This seventh angel is the one whose trumpet introduces judgment based in the heavenly
temple where is found the ark of the testament (11:18, 19). As we saw, that is the setting for the
judgment mission of the Advent Movement. Now we can say that mission includes entering into

the mystery "to some degree" and inviting others into it as well. This is but another description of

*? Jesus stated at both points, a few hours apart, that something was "finished."
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following Jesus by faith into the Holy of Holies, the only safe place "when the mysteries of
satanic agencies are at work."

These negative mysteries do not appear for the first time in "the things to take place before"
Jesus' coming. They are but the "spiritual wickedness in high places" (Ephesians 6:12) that has
opposed God's character and kingdom since the origin of the rebellion (Revelation 12:7-9). But it
appears that there will be an unprecedented manifestation of their supernatural workings just
before Jesus' return. Paul labeled the core spirit as "the mystery of iniquity" when he connected it
to "the man of sin ..., the son of perdition" (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 7). This was the spirit of Lucifer
as manifest in Judas,” someone in the inner circle of Jesus' followers but who refused to be
cleansed of the spirit of the Luciferian principle.

Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God. (2:4)

This mystery, Paul said in his day, "doth already work" (2:7), for he saw the principle
manifesting itself in Christian "leaders." The New Testament passages on "false prophets" and
"false teachers" become vitally important to discern the spirit and fruit of such who may
otherwise appear to be in positions of responsibility in the body of Christ.**

Paul addressed the only mystery that can counter that satanic mystery. Throughout Ephesians
he developed the mystery revealed in Jesus, especially in the intimate relation He is to have with
His body the church (1:9; 3:3, 4, 9; 5:32). The entering into that mystery is synonymous with

putting "on the whole armour of God" (6:11), by which we alone will be able to stand "against

%> The only other being called "the son of perdition" (John 17:12).
** See 2 Peter 2 and Jude's letter.
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principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world" especially "in the
evil day" which occurs during the final Day of Atonement (6:12, 13).

Thus Paul and Ellen White both have specified the answer to the burning question in
Revelation as the judgment process is reaching a height of intensity never seen before:

The great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? (6:17)

Paul connects this enduring, overcoming mystery to the love we saw was the fundamental
issue.

Being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding,
to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.
(Colossians 2:2)

This mystical union with the Godhead and with one another becomes the only defense
against the evil mystical powers.” Paul addressed the danger of the mysticism accompanying
those captured by these counterfeits.

This I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words...., lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ. (2:4, 8)

In Adventism, we have the case of Dr. J. H. Kellogg, who lost his mystical connection with
Christ and became vulnerable to the mystical forces of evil, and was drawn into the associated
mysticism. Ellen White addressed his experience, which resulted in his writing the book 7he
Living Temple.

We need not the mysticism that is in this book. Those who entertain these sophistries

will soon find themselves in a position where the enemy can talk with them, and lead

%> See the document, "The Mystical in Ellen White's Writings" by the author posted here:
http://www.gospelstudygroup.org/?page id=664.
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them away from God. It is represented to me that the writer of this book is on a false
track. He has lost sight of the distinguishing truths for this time. He knows not whither
his steps are tending. The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both
tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which,
therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error. (Ellen White,
Selected Messages, Volume 1, p. 202.2; 1904)

So we see yet another lesson from the New Testament, with experiences from Adventist
history, to guide us in meeting current teachings and movements. Only the Spirit of the truth can
guide us in the genuine path. We must be cautious and dependent on Him, else we will confuse
the truth with the error, and try to embrace them both, or throw both of them out, or receive the

wrong one. We must ask, "Do we see the genuine mystery of godliness at work in ...?"

Conclusion

Right after Jesus left the temple for the last time with words of doom (Matthew 23:38), His
disciples asked Him what would be the sign of His coming. Jesus' first words of reply were,
"Take heed that no man deceive you" (Matthew 24:3, 4). Though they faced only the local
destruction of Jerusalem, we are facing the fall of global Babylon. And we are encountering
deception on a massive, global scale (Revelation 13:14; 18:23; 19:20).%° The very ministry of
Christ will be counterfeited in "power, and signs, and lying wonders" (2 Thessalonians 2:9;
compare Acts 2:22). In ourselves we have no hope to avoid deception. But we are not alone, if

we have given all to Him who gave Himself for us.

*® The same verb "deceive" from Matthew 24:4 is used in all of these prophetic, end-time
passages of Revelation.
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The seven themes we have explored are but details of what Revelation 7:2, 3 pictures as the
answer to the question we noted at the end of Revelation 6, "Who shall be able to stand?" These
themes are all part of "the seal of the living God" which we must receive "to stand" when the
"winds of the earth" are released to blow unrestrained. Revelation 14:1 describes this seal as the
"Father's name," signifying His identity and character, and implying a restoration of the divine
image given man at creation (Genesis 1:26, 27). This "image of God" was lost starting in Genesis
3 due to the deception of the serpent.

The quote we began with said we must "be a partaker of the divine nature in order to stand in
this evil time." Each of our themes explained the character and/or timing that connect the vital
importance of "the divine nature" to "this evil time." The devil's deceptive power is in getting
people to believe "the lie" (John 8:44; compare Romans 1:25) in some form. And his lie, at its
heart, is the lie about God--that He is self-exalting, self-centered, in short, selfish. It is only in
receiving a love of "the truth" about God that one would even want to partake of His nature. We
do not naturally love unselfishness, but we can receive a love of it. It was the mission of Christ to
engender this love--to reveal the most powerful appeal of unselfish love (John 18:37; 14:6-9;
12:32, 33). And it is also our mission to bear a similar witness!

But we cannot give what we do not have, or do not know that we have. "Freely ye have
received, freely give" (Matthew 10:8). We must know what we have been given, and ask for
more that we may give to meet the needs of deceived people around us. This is the wonderful
privilege we have, and our only hope for a future. From the secure position of standing in His
love, we will be enabled to give to the end. Here is how Ellen White explained both the setting--
"what is going to break upon us at any time"--and the solution:

There is a spirit of desperation, of war and bloodshed, and that spirit will increase until
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the very close of time. Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is
not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and
spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared for
the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already. The judgments of God are now upon
the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming. (Ellen White, Manuscript
Releases, Volume 10, p. 252.1)27
Let us find the security of being so settled into the truth about God and His law of love, that
we lose the fears that stifle us, the deceptions that distract us. Let us embrace the reality of our

need to have "far less of self and more of Jesus."

27.9/15/1902
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