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This is an extract of the review dated 8/3/14.

All bolded emphases are supplied, except for bolded heading in the original document. Page and paragraph numbers have been
added to the original document paragraphs. Italicized words, sentences, and paragraphs are thoughts and observations of the
reviewer. The non-italicized words are from the original document, Scripture, or Ellen White.

In a sense there are two fundamental issues that we must confront, "the what" and "the when"--what is God's goal for us in this sinful
life, in God's plan of salvation, and when are the different aspects of that goal accomplished. The goal is undeniable and unarguable--
the mind of Christ, the image of God being restored. My deep concern is that we for too long have inadvertently and actually
hampered that goal being reached. We have negatively impacted "the when"--the time when God would have accomplished key
aspects that goal, which pertain to the message and work especially applicable to our time in earth's history, and thus to the mission
of the Advent movement. May this review help to remove that barrier, and may God's purposes be realized sooner!

Summary of Original Document
The following are the subtitles and some comments.

Innocent Until Proven | 3./ to | This section addresses the issue of sin and human nature. The consequences of Adam's sin on
Guilty 9.1 human nature is addressed. This leads directly into the issue of the human nature of Jesus. (The
need for greater clarity in pages 3-9 will only enhance the importance of what the following
pages contain about the incarnation of Jesus and God's solution for indwelling sin.)

Jesus, Our Brother or | 9.2 t0 | Based on the conclusions in the first section, the nature of Jesus' humanity and His temptations is
Distant Cousin? 17.1 addressed in this section.

Sin: Destiny or 17.2 to | This begins to address issues in salvation, emphasizing the human choice and role, and working

Choice? 24.1 on definitions of salvation terms like repentance, justification, new birth, and sanctification. The
mind of Christ is first mentioned here as a result of justification.

Be Ye Therefore 25.1 to | Here are given four definitions of perfection, and an analysis of which ones apply to us, and

Perfect... 32.2 when. The emphasis is placed on character perfection or maturity. The end-time setting is
addressed.




The Mind of Christ

Suggested subtitles for the Section headings of the original document , with Ellen White quotes for each section:

Innocent Until Proven

Guilty
Sinful Nature--Opposed
to the Mind of Christ

To be pardoned in the way that Christ pardons, is not only to be forgiven, but to be renewed in the spirit
of our mind. The Lord says, "A new heart will I give unto thee." The image of Christ is to be stamped
upon the very mind, heart, and soul. The apostle says, "But we have the mind of Christ" (1 Corinthians
2:16). Without the transforming process which can come alone through divine power, the original
propensities to sin are left in the heart in all their strength, to forge new chains, to impose a slavery that
can never be broken by human power. But men can never enter heaven with their old tastes, inclinations,
idols, ideas, and theories. Heaven would be no place of joy to them; for everything would be in collision
with their tastes, appetites, and inclinations, and painfully opposed to their natural and cultivated traits
of character. {3SM 190.2}

Jesus, Our Brother or
Distant Cousin?
Humanity of Jesus--the
Mind of Christ in Sinful
Flesh

Jesus says to all, whatever their riches, their learning, their talents, their position, "Without me ye can do
nothing." There is the soul dead in trespasses and sins, and how is that soul to be made a partaker of the
divine nature?--By coming to Christ and connecting with him, as the dry, sapless branch connects with
the vine, and thereby lives. The sinner may unite his ignorance to Christ's wisdom, his weakness to
Christ's strength, his frailty to Christ's enduring might; and in this union there is confidence, love, and
dependence. When this union is formed, the principle of the law of association takes effect, the will is
surrendered to Christ's will, and the sinner has the mind of Christ. The humanity in Christ has touched
our humanity, and our humanity has touched divinity. Thus, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, man
becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. He then abides in Christ, living by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God. New and heavenly principles are received through mental, moral, and spiritual
association with Christ. {ST, December 21, 1891 par. 9}

Sin: Destiny or
Choice?

Definition of Sin--the
Solution of Mind of
Christ to the Spectrum
of Sin

How can the carnal mind harmonize with the mind that is assimilated to the mind of Christ? One is
sowing to the flesh, thinking and acting in accordance with the promptings of his own heart; the other
is sowing to the Spirit, seeking to repress selfishness, to overcome inclination, and to live in obedience
to the Master, whose servant he professes to be. {AH 84.1}

Whatever may be our temperament, we are to form a character after the divine Pattern; we have no
excuse for retaining the mold and superscription of our nature; for Christ has died that we may have
his mold and superscription. We cannot retain self and yet be filled with the fullness of God. We must be
emptied of self. If heaven is gained by us at last, it will be only through the renunciation of self, and the




receiving of the mind of Christ. Pride and self-sufficiency must be crucified, and the vacuum supplied
with the Spirit and power of God. Are we willing to pay the price required of us for eternal life? Are we
ready to sit down and count the cost, and conclude that heaven is worth the sacrifice of dying to self, of
having our will brought into perfect conformity with the will of God? Until we are willing, the
transforming grace of God will not be manifested upon us. When we present our emptied nature to God,
he will by his Holy Spirit supply the vacuum made by the renunciation of self, and give us of his fullness.
The Lord would not have us perish. He would have us consecrate to his service all there is of us; for he
desires to bless us more than we desire to be blessed. He would have us abide in Christ, receive his
blessing, and diffuse it to others while we live, that we may enjoy a blessed eternity. Life is short, but
eternity is endless. {ST, November 21, 1892 par. 4}

If the grace of Christ is abiding in the soul, we shall have the mind of Christ. "And you hath he
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience; among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; that in the ages to come he might
show the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus." {ST, October
10, 1895 par. 2}

The youth are called upon to copy the pattern given them. They cannot do this in their own strength; for
human nature is erring. Through studying the life and character of Jesus, desire is awakened in the heart
to have the mind of Christ, to learn of him meekness and lowliness of spirit. Jesus said, "I sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified." It is his desire that his followers shall reflect his image. One
unsanctified act on the part of our Saviour, would have marred the pattern, and he could not have been a
perfect example for us; but although he was tempted in all points like as we are, he was yet without
one taint of sin. He proclaims his character by the mouth of the prophet, saying, "I am the Lord which
exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth: for in these things I delight." All who
profess the name of Christ should delight in these things, by conversation and conduct making manifest to
the world that they are copying the Pattern. {YI, October 13, 1892 par. 2}




Be Ye Therefore
Perfect...

Victory over Sin--the
Power of the Mind of
Christ

Those who are sanctified through the truth will show that the truth has worked a reformation in their
lives, that it is preparing them for translation into the heavenly world. But as long as pride and envy
and evil-surmising predominate in the life, Christ does not rule in the heart. His love is not in the soul. In
the lives of those who are partakers of the divine nature there is a crucifixion of the haughty, self-
sufficient spirit that leads to self-exaltation. In its place the Spirit of Christ abides, and in the life the fruits
of the Spirit appear. Having the mind of Christ, His followers reveal the graces of His character. {LHU
301.3}

When Christ shall come, our vile bodies are to be changed, and made like His glorious body; but the vile
character will not be made holy then. The transformation of character must take place before His
coming. Our natures must be pure and holy; we must have the mind of Christ, that He may behold with
pleasure His image reflected upon our souls. ... {OHC 278.3}

Mary's heart was filled with gratitude at the compassion of Jesus. Seven times she had heard his stern
rebuke to the demons which then controlled her heart and mind, and she had listened to his strong cries to
his Father in her behalf. She knew how offensive everything impure was to the unsullied mind of Christ,

and she overcame her sin in the strength of her Saviour. She was transformed, a partaker of the divine
nature. {2SP 377.1}

Summary Views and Suggested Alternatives

A systematic analysis of the document's parts--

Four Parts of the Document

Summary Impact of sin on race, as The role of the incarnation | How temptation and How individuals can
seen even in babies (thus (union of divinity with choice function in the sin benefit from Jesus' victory
without any role of humanity) in dealing with | problem, in the face of, in His humanity
choice), and God's sin, and its impact and and flowing from the
intervention here connection to human human nature one is born
nature with, and divine help
All humanity Jesus' Humanity Victorious Humanity
A. View of Baby innocent; no sin, Jesus was God and man, Sin is only a choice, so the | We can learn also to make

the document

guilt, condemnation, thus
no infant baptism, received
from ancestors only sinful
tendencies along with

but this union did not alter
His humanity--His
humanity was like any
baby's, innocent, but with

baby is only a sinner when
it grows up and makes the
wrong choice; Jesus would
have been a sinner only if

the right choices and
overcome all sin and be
perfect, and thus vindicate
God and help protect the




weaknesses as the result of
sin

sinful tendencies

He chose to sin; the
solution to sin is here

universe against future sin.

B. Suggested

Adam took the whole race

Jesus had to unite divinity

The incarnation was not

Anchored in the universal

alternative under the law, bringing with humanity in the the only solution to the sin | realities underlying all of
guilt and the sentence of incarnation in order to be | (nature) problem; Jesus salvation, connected by the
death on all; the cause of | the Saviour, to connect had to depend on a power | incarnation to God in a
sin is here, in Adam's heaven and earth, to be outside of Himself, to be new and wonderful way,
choice; Jesus stepped in more than "altogether saved from living by and secured by the
and lifted this original sin | human," to lay the Himself and for Himself victorious selflessness of
on Himself, without which | foundation for victory over | (essence of sin), and thus | Jesus in the flesh, each
we would not be alive or sin; the solution to sin make the right choices in human may "to some
free to choose, Jesus is the | continues here, showing | facing temptation; He degree enter into the
Saviour of all men, even that uniting divinity with | consistently "condemned mystery"; this promise in
the baby, the solution to humanity can produce sin in the flesh"--"obedient | Jesus, embraced by
sin begins here holiness ("'that Holy unto death;" the solution enduring faith, will
Thing") without changing | to sin continued in this produce a victorious group
heredity (no immaculate daily cross leading to at the end of earth's
conceptions anywhere Calvary, "the death of the | history, enabled to
from the human line--only | cross" proclaim by their selfless
from the Spirit) lives the last message of
God's solution to sin in
the cross of Christ, which
alone will secure the
universe against future
sin.
Queries If A. were true, why do If A. were true, how could | If A. were true, how could | If A. were true, how could

babies die before they
choose to sin?

Jesus be spotless "from the
time that He was born"--
"from the manger"?

Jesus have been "made
sin" for us?

the cross of Christ "alone"
accomplish that which
"angelic perfection" and
"human perfection" failed
to do?




Extracts of the Review of Original Document

The original document is in the left-hand column, and reflections by the reviewer are in the right-hand column.

Original Document

Reflections by the reviewer

Innocent Until Proven
Guilty

When we deal with babies, with innocence, guilt, and salvation, in the context of "the mind of Christ," we
touch on the topic of the incarnation of Jesus, who became a human baby. (The second section will deal
specifically with Him in that regard.) With that holy thought in mind (and held for further consideration),
this subtitle should be considered in light of this statement:

It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's nature, even
when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been
weakened by four thousand years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the
working of the great law of heredity. What these results were is shown in the history of His earthly
ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and temptations, and to give us the
example of a sinless life. {DA 48.5}

Do we understand "what these results were"--what "such a heredity" it was Jesus took? It was not
"man's nature ... when ... in his innocence." Yet there is a sense in which a child is innocent.

A child in its innocence and purity called forth from His lips joyous song. {UL 57.7}

He [Jesus] combined the innocence and simplicity of the child with manly strength, all-absorbing
devotion to God with tender love for man. {HP 54.4}

... in the innocence and helplessness of babyhood ... {MH 339.3}

But there is more evidence to consider. Prayerfully consider the evidences that follow, for innocence
and guilt.

Babies are beautiful.
Isn't that what every
proud parent thinks
looking at such a tiny
bit of humanity
sleeping peacefully?
The very picture of
innocence. There is
probably no other time

In the light of the themes of birth, life, and innocence, consider paragraph 3.1 in light of the following
paragraphs written consecutively:

Parents have a more serious charge than they imagine. The inheritance of children is that of sin. Sin
has separated them from God. Jesus gave His life that He might unite the broken links to God. As
related to the first Adam, men receive from him nothing but guilt and the sentence of death. But
Christ steps in and passes over the ground where Adam fell, enduring every test in man's behalf. He
redeems Adam's disgraceful failure and fall by coming forth from the trial untarnished. This places man
on vantage ground with God. It places him where through accepting Christ as His Saviour, he
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Thus he becomes connected with God and Christ. Christ's




in life when a human
being is more free of
any taint of evil. (3.1)

perfect example and the grace of God are given him to enable him to train his sons and daughters to be
sons and daughters of God. {9MR 236.1}

It is by teaching them, line upon line, precept upon precept, how to give the heart and will up to
Christ, that Satan's power is broken. "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name" (John 1:12). This is the work, the grand and holy
work of parents. They are to keep before their children the great and vital work of receiving Christ, of
believing on Christ as their Redeemer, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This
is the instruction they are to give to their children. All who will accept Christ by living faith will take His
life as their pattern.--Letter 68, 1899 (To John Wessels and Wife, April 10, 1899.) {9MR 236.2}

Ask these questions in light of the above two paragraphs:

1. Is a child born inherently innocent and free of any taint of evil?

2. Does a child receive anything good from the first Adam?

3. If he has anything good, if he has inherited anything that is not "of sin" and its "guilt," who has given it
to him?

4. In what sense is the good that God supplies called "vantage ground with God"? (See at the end more on
"Vantage Ground.")

5. Was man placed on this ground before or after birth?

6. How does one become connected with God as described? (Before the phrase "thus he becomes
connected," there are three sentences describing what Jesus did, and one describing the hoped-for
response by man, as outlined below.)

7. Does this connection come before or after birth?

8. How is Satan's power broken in the individual as described?

9. Does this breaking of his power occur before or after birth?

10. Can we trace from the above the following 3 elements in the history of sin and salvation (actual
wording excerpted from quoted paragraphs)?

the first Adam-- Christ-- man--
the inheritance of children is that

of sin

sin has separated them [children] | ... gave His life that He might

from God unite the broken links to God

... receive ... nothing but guilt ... steps in and passes over the




and the sentence of death

ground; redeems Adam's
disgraceful failure; the
Redeemer, the Lamb of God

... places man on vantage ground
with God

accepting Christ as His Saviour,
he becomes a partaker of the
divine nature

thus he becomes connected with
God and Christ

Christ's perfect example and the
grace of God are given him

to enable him to train his sons
and daughters

teaching them ... how to give the
heart and will up to Christ, that
Satan's power is broken; the
grand and holy work of parents

keep before their children the
great and vital work of receiving
Christ, of believing on Christ

We should strive to include all elements of the picture as we describe the restoration of the mind of
Christ. It is essential that we see both the need and the solution. Both are fundamental to salvation--the
negative Adam brought, and the positive Jesus wrought. Both should be explicitly described. One way to
outline these in light of faith, and the human response to what Jesus has done is this--

‘ Unbelief of Adam

| Faith of Jesus

‘ Receive the faith of Jesus

And yet there are two more elements of the process of salvation than those mentioned above, two
more columns that should be added that would include vital information addressed elsewhere. They are

(1) the continuation of the human response "unto the end"--keeping the faith of Jesus (Rev. 14:12).
For "unto the end" see Matt. 24:13; 1 Cor. 1:8; Heb. 3:6,14; 6:11. For the condition of "if ... continue,”
see John 8:31; Rom. 11:22; Col. 1:23; I1Tim. 2:15; 1 John 2:24.

(2) the final restoration of those who endure. For a further delineation of the phases of the process,
see the table "Sin and Recovery" in which the above 3 elements are the first 3 columns, with the other two

following.




