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Definition of Key Terms from Noah Webster's 1828 Dictionary: 
 

Before we examine Ellen White's use of terms related to the mystical, consider definitions for 
the six key terms in the dictionary of her era.1 Note that she used the first three, and the fifth, the 
adjectives, the adverb, and one of the nouns. 

 
MYSTIC, MYSTICAL, a. [L. mysticus.] Obscure; hid; secret. 
1. Sacredly obscure or secret; remote from human comprehension. 
God hath revealed a way mystical and supernatural. 
2. Involving some secret meaning; allegorical; emblematical; as mystic dance; mystic 

Babylon. 
 
MYSTICALLY, adv. In a manner or by an act implying a secret meaning. 
 
MYSTICALNESS, n. The quality of being mystical, or of involving some secret meaning. 

[not used by EGW in CD-ROM] 
 
MYSTICISM, n. Obscurity of doctrine. 
1. The doctrine of the Mystics, who profess a pure, sublime and perfect devotion, wholly 

disinterested, and maintain that they hold immediate intercourse with the divine Spirit. 
 
MYSTICS, n. A religious sect who profess to have direct intercourse with the Spirit of God. 

[not used by EGW in CD-ROM] 
 
The entry just before the above cluster is the closely related word, "mystery": 
 

                                                
1 Noah Webster, American Dictionary of the English Language, 1828. According to the listing 
[http://www.llu.edu/webapps/univ_library/speccolls/EGWPrivateLibraries.php, accessed 
3/27/15] this volume was not in Ellen White's library. However, it has been included in the CD-
ROM collection of her writings. 
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MYSTERY, n. [L. mysterium; Gr. a secret. This word in Greek is rendered also murium 
latibulum; but probably both senses are from that of hiding or shutting; Gr. to shut, to 
conceal.] 

1. A profound secret; something wholly unknown or something kept cautiously concealed, 
and therefore exciting curiosity or wonder; such as the mystery of the man with the iron 
mask in France. 

2. In religion, any thing in the character or attributes of God, or in the economy of divine 
providence, which is not revealed to man. 

3. That which is beyond human comprehension until explained. In this sense, mystery often 
conveys the idea of something awfully sublime or important; something that excites 
wonder. 

Great is the mystery of godliness. 1 Timothy 3:16. 
Having made known to us the mystery of his will. Ephesians 1:9. 
We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery. 1 Corinthians 2:7. 
4. An enigma; any thing artfully made difficult. 
5. A kind of ancient dramatic representation. 
6. A trade; a calling; any mechanical occupation which supposes skill or knowledge peculiar 

to those who carry it on, and therefore a secret to others. 
[The word in the latter sense has been supposed to have a different origin from the foregoing, 

viz.]2 
 
"Mystery" in the New Testament 
 

The above terms derived from "mystic" do not occur in Scripture. The closest word is 
"mystery" (Strong's #3466 musthrion) which has 27 uses in the New Testament.  

Matt. 13:11; Mark 4:11; Luke 8:10; Rom. 11:25; 16:25; 1Cor. 2:7; 4:1; 13:2; 14:2; 15:51; 
Eph. 1:9; 3:3,4,9; 5:32; 6:19; Col. 1:26,27; 2:2; 4:3; 2Thes. 2:7; 1Tim. 3:9,16; Rev. 1:20; 
10:7; 17:5,7 

 
This term refers to something that is hidden, either good or evil, that is to be revealed. 

1. Of God (all verses but the three below):  
the kingdom of God/heaven; God's dealing with Israel; the gospel, preaching of Jesus 
Christ; the wisdom of God; the change in believers at Jesus' second coming; the 
gathering all in Christ, Gentiles being fellow-heirs; Christ and the church; Christ in 
you; the faith; godliness; symbolism in Revelation of the church. 

2. Of iniquity (2Thes. 2:7; Rev. 17:5,7): 
lawlessness, self-exaltation in the temple of God; Babylon in Revelation 

 
These two mysteries reflect the two sides of the great controversy between good and evil, 

with both sides involving supernatural forces. The essence of this battle is over the principle of 
agape, whether it is totally unselfish or not.3 Two other vital differences distinguish the two 
principles: 

                                                
2 Bracketed sentence in the original. 
3 These two principles, their battle and outcome are summarized in the author's paper "The Daily 
and Yearly in Salvation." [http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=712] 
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(1) One is identified with the Creator. The other originated with a supernatural creature. 
(2) One is eternal. The other had a beginning and will have an end. 

Ephesians 6:10-20 addresses this conflict, on one side "the Lord" our "God," and on the other 
"the devil" who leads "the rulers of the darkness of this world, ... spiritual wickedness in high 
places." In this supernatural battle the fallen creatures and creations of this world (the "natural" 
we are all familiar with) are immersed. This is the context in which Paul wrote that the only hope 
of our being "able to stand" is by means of the "whole armour" given us by God to endure 
against supernatural odds. The total dependence fallen creatures must have on their Creator God 
is the conclusion Paul led to--"all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching." The battle 
and the prayerful dependence is a corporate thing, demonstrating the absence of selfishness in 
the battle--"for all saints"! Paul included his own needs as a subject of needed prayer--"that 
utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery 
of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought 
to speak." The gospel reveals the reality of the battle, the two sides, the two principles, and the 
outcome. 

Can we see in these two sides, two mystical forces, one good and one evil? My goal in this 
paper is to explore evidences for these in the writings of Ellen White. 
 
Use of "Mystic" Terms by Ellen White 
 
--Grammatical Forms 

 
A review of Ellen White's use of the terms (see Appendix) derived from "mystic" reveal that 

she employed these grammatical forms: 
1. "mystic" and "mystical": adjective (modifiers of nouns) 
2. "mystically": adverb (modifier of verbs and adjective) 
3. "mysticism": noun (with related words) 

The following table shows her usages arranged by these forms, separated into positive and 
negative uses, with related words alphabetically arranged. 

 Positive Negative 
Mystic [boundary, chain, 
characters/writing, cherubim, ladder, 
stone] 

Mystic [Babylon, 
characters/symbols/words; power, 
voices] 

Adjective 

Mystical [body, symbols, union] Mystical [Babylon, construction (not), 
faith (not), interpretation/meaning (not), 
teachings (not)] 

Adverb Mystically [connected, gathered, one] [None] 
Noun [None] Mysticism [all that tends to; books lead 

into; in this book; of the church; cloud 
of; jargon full of; of a false religion; of 
his [Satan's] own devising; of the 
schoolmen; Spirit of God clears away; of 
theosophy and other Oriental religions] 
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--Chronology 
 
Dates of statements suggest a time emphasis. Consider the occurrences of fairly distinct uses by 
decade. Repeat uses of the same (or almost identical) statement is not counted. 
 
Positive Uses 

1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 
 1880: Ladder 1890: 

Characters/ 
Writing; 
Cherubim; 
Ladder (x8) 

  

 1881: 
Characters/ 
Writing 

1891: Body; 
Ladder (x4) 

 1911: Ladder 

  1892: Body; 
Chain; Ladder 
(x2) 

1902: Stone; 
Symbols 

 

  1893: Boundary; 
Characters/ 
Writing; Ladder 

1903: Symbols  

 1884: Ladder 
(x6) 

1894: Body; 
Union 

 1914: One 

  1895: Ladder 
(x2) 

  

 1886: Gathered; 
Symbols 

1896: One   

  1897: Union   
 1888: Body 1898: Body; 

Ladder 
  

 1889: Body; 
Ladder 

   

 
1878-1914 Positive Uses 
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Negative Uses 

1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 
  1890: Babylon; 

Mysticism (Of a 
false religion) 

1900: Babylon; 
Construction 
(not); Mysticism 
(Books) 

 

  1891: Mysticism 
(Of Satan) 

 1911: Voices 

 1882: Characters 
/ Symbols / 
Words; Faith 
(not); Voices 

 1902: Babylon  

  1893: 
Construction 
(not) 

1903: Mysticism 
(This book) 

1913: Faith (not) 

 1884: 
Interpretation / 
Meaning (not); 
Power 

1894: 
Construction 
(not) 

1904: Mysticism 
(Of Satan) 

1914: Mysticism 
(Of Theosophy) 

  1895: 
Construction 
(not) 

1905: Babylon; 
Mysticism (All 
that tends) 

 

 1886: Characters 
/ Symbols / 
Words 

1896: Babylon; 
Interpretation / 
Meaning (not) 

1906: Mysticism 
(Spirit clears) 

 

  1897: Teachings 
(not) 

  

1878: Characters 
/ Symbols / 
Words; Voices 

1888: Mysticism 
(Jargon full of, 
Cloud of, Of the 
Schoolmen, Of 
the church); 
Teachings (not) 

1898: 
Construction 
(not) 

1908: Faith (not)  

     
 
1878-1914 Negative Uses 
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Observations 
 

Ellen White's uses of the terms related to "mystic" shows clearly a genuine and a counterfeit 
mystical. She never used, as far as the currently published works indicate, the term "mysticism" 
for the genuine mystical. 

She began the use of these terms some eight to ten years before Minneapolis, and the decades 
of the 1880s and 1890s were the times of her greatest use of them, both positive and negative. 
The need to differentiate between the two has always existed, but it appears that God was 
impressing her mind with that which was necessary to prepare for the crisis of the counterfeit 
that unfolded as the 1890s transitioned to the new century. Let us reflect on some of the 
important elements and dynamics of that development.  

The experience of Adventism, both its own spiritual maturing and thus its ability to lead 
others into the same, is to culminate in what Revelation 18:1 pictures as an angel whose glory 
lightens the earth (known in Adventist parlance as the Loud Cry of the Third Angel). This is the 
glory of Jesus Christ, revealed and reflected through those who identify with Him in the 
developing end-time crisis. The lawlessness that causes many to abandon the unselfishness of 
agape will lead others to deepen their dependence on the only source of that love, enabling them 
to endure the final storm of unrestrained lawlessness, and in the midst of that building storm to 
given the final witness to "this gospel."4  

The beginning of this Loud Cry can be traced back to the building light in the 1880's when 
"the law of God and the gospel of righteousness" were themes of reflection. The angel guide told 
Ellen White in 1886, "This message, understood in its true character, and proclaimed in the 
Spirit, will lighten the earth with its glory."5 This light shown forth at Minneapolis. Ellen White 
described it this way: "I see the beauty of truth in the presentation of the righteousness of Christ 
in relation to the law as the doctor has placed it before us."6  Ellen White's positive uses of the 
"mystical" terms had unmistakable Minneapolis connections: 

A negative example is in a letter to Elders Madison and Howard Miller the year after 
Minneapolis, using the "mystic ladder" to describe their need and the solution.  

At the meetings at Minneapolis, at Potterville, and at Battle Creek, I presented general 
principles before you, hoping that you might hear, be impressed, and be converted, that I 
might not be under the painful necessity of addressing you personally. But as you have 
had the privilege of hearing the message which God has given me and others to bear, and 
yet your doubts and unbelief have been strengthening instead of diminishing, I am 
alarmed for you. I know you and others in a similar position are not in the light, you are 
on the enemy's ground. Both of you are placing yourselves where the Spirit of God can 
no more find access to your hearts than It could find access to the hearts of the Jewish 
people when they gave themselves up to unbelief. Through Christ, light is shining to 
man; heaven is connected with earth, and the angels of God are ascending and 
descending upon the mystic ladder. They bring messages of warning, reproof, instruction, 
encouragement, and love. The glory of God is above the ladder, and shining down all its 

                                                
4 Matthew 24:12-14. The author has addressed this dynamic in numerous presentations, but most 
fully in "'The Truth' versus 'the Lie'" [http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=640]. 
5 1888 166.1 
6 1888 164.3. "The doctor" referred to E. J. Waggoner. 
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length. God will not devise some new way to reach the hearts of those who have shut 
themselves away from the light. It is at the peril of their souls that they refuse the light.7 

In a letter the next year to her own children, Ellen White described the final struggle between 
the mystical forces, in another connection with the Minneapolis message. 

Deceptions, delusions, impostures will increase. The cries will come in from every 
quarter, "Lo, here is Christ! Lo, there is Christ!" "But," said Christ, "Go ye not after 
them." There will be one fierce struggle before the man of sin shall be disclosed to this 
world, who he is and what has been his work. While the Protestant world is becoming 
very tender and affectionate toward the man of sin, shall God's people take their place as 
bold and valiant soldiers of Jesus Christ, to meet the issue which must come, their lives 
hid with Christ in God? Mystic Babylon has not been sparing in the blood of the saints, 
and shall we be wide-awake to catch the beams of light which have been shining from the 
light of the angel who is to brighten the earth with his glory? 

Wake up the mighty men. Let the messages of the past 50 years that have been 
sounding now be seen in their true force and bearing by repetition. Let the same spirit 
which attended these messages come into our hearts in these last days. These things are 
not [to] be mentioned with gloom and sadness.8  

A third connection is found in a vitally important letter to Uriah Smith in 1892, in which she 
made it clear what light had been shining.  

No one shines by his own light. The Lord God almighty and the Lamb are the lights 
thereof. The message given us by A. T. Jones, and E. J. Waggoner is the message of God 
to the Laodicean church, and woe be unto anyone who professes to believe the truth and 
yet does not reflect to others the God-given rays.... The first position you took in regard 
to the message and the messenger, has been a continual snare to you and a stumbling 
block.9  

In this letter she appealed to him on the basis of "the mystic chain of love" in contrast to "a 
corrupt harmony":  

Dear brother, I have written thus to you that you may stand in the confidence and love 
of the people of God, and that no one may be uncertain as to where you do stand. The 
mystic chain of love must bind the followers of Christ heart to heart. When Jesus was 
about to be crucified, Herod and Pilate, enemies before, became friends, and were united 
in a corrupt harmony over the condemnation of our Lord; and shall not those who claim 
to love our Lord Jesus Christ be constrained by the divine principle of love? Shall not all 
heart-burnings, alienations, and estrangements be forever expelled from the soul, and 
antipathies be overcome, through the grace of Christ?10 

The effect of the message of Minneapolis on Dr. John Harvey Kellogg was evident. Fifteen 
years later Ellen White recalled the following.  

After the meeting at Minneapolis, Dr. Kellogg was a converted man, and we all knew 
it. We could see the converting power of God working in his heart and life.11  

                                                
7 1888 394.3 (Letter 4, 1889, to Elders M. and H. Miller, July 23) 
8 1888 762.3, 763.1 (Letter 112, 1890, to W. C. White, J. E. White and wife, December 22) 
9 1888 1052.2 (Letter 24, 1892, September 19). The connections from the Laodicean Message, 
through the Latter Rain, to the Loud Cry, is clearly documented (1T186, 187). 
10 1888 1049.1 
11 GCB, April 6, 1903 par. 19 
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The light was not simply theory, but "intensely practical."12 The results in the 1890s were quite 
astounding. In 1897 Ellen White noted,  

The very work Dr. Kellogg has been managing is the kind of work the whole of our 
churches are bound to do under covenant relation to God. They are to love God 
supremely and their neighbor as themselves.13  

The power of this medical missionary work, most closely copying the ministry of Jesus, was 
the gospel in action.14 This practice of the light of the Loud Cry had unappreciated potential. In 
1901 Ellen White observed,  

The gospel of Jesus Christ includes the work of helping the sick. When I heard that 
Dr. Kellogg had taken up the medical missionary work, I encouraged him with heart and 
soul, because I knew that only by this work can the prejudice which exists in the world 
against our faith be broken down.15  

The devil has never liked "the gospel of Jesus Christ," either in teaching or in practice. So the 
1890s also reflect an unprecedented battle against the gospel and its expression. By 1903 Ellen 
White made the following, heart-breaking review.  

God does not endorse the efforts put forth by different ones to make the work of Dr. 
Kellogg as hard as possible, in order to build themselves up. God gave the light on health 
reform, and those who rejected it rejected God. One and another who knew better said 
that it all came from Dr. Kellogg, and they made war upon him. This had a bad influence 
on the doctor. He put on the coat of irritation and retaliation. God did not want him to 
stand in the position of warfare, and He does not want you to stand there.16 

One cannot adopt "irritation and retaliation" and retain connection with "the mystic ladder" 
and "the mystic chain of love." The evidence is clear that Dr. Kellogg himself did not appreciate 
as he should have these truths that converted him anew.17 Using the sanctuary imagery, failing to 
continue to follow Jesus' work in the Most Holy Place leaves one susceptible to counterfeit 
spirits and mystical ideas. When John Harvey Kellogg published his 1903 book The Living 
Temple (against a clear General Conference directive), Ellen White placed an article in the 
church paper in which she summarized the issue most succinctly. 

We need not the mysticism that is in this book. Those who entertain these sophistries 
will soon find themselves in a position where the enemy can talk with them, and lead 
them away from God. It is represented to me that the writer of this book is on a false 

                                                
12 19MR 91.2. This phrase was first used by Ellen White in this Letter 20, 1892, October 17, 
1892 to J. H. Kellogg. She would continue writing through 1907 of this application to real life of 
the principles of the law and the gospel combined. (See paper "'Intensely Practical' Christianity / 
Religion--Chronology of 12 Occurrences in EGW" 
[http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=764]. 
13 HM, November 1, 1897 par. 12 (emphasis in the original) 
14 See for example MM 131.5; 252.2; 6T300.2; BEcho, August 12, 1901 par. 5 
15 GCB, April 12, 1901 par. 8 
16 GCB, April 6, 1903 par. 24 
17 See for example the papers analyzing his 1893 talks on medical missionary work at the GC 
session where the paradigm of law and gospel, as well as his confusion over the beginning of the 
Loud Cry, illustrates his needs. [http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=422]. Ron Duffield in 
his research has also documented Dr. Kellogg's lack of unity in the 1890s with the 1888 
messengers, A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner. This relationship would change after 1900. 
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track. He has lost sight of the distinguishing truths for this time. He knows not whither 
his steps are tending. The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both 
tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, 
therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error.18 

As noted, my goal in this paper is to explore these two tracks, laying them side-by-side, 
beginning already in the positive and negative uses of the mystical terms. The contrasting 
concepts of "truth" and "error" need better to be understood, along with the parallel but distinctly 
different experiences with each. We can continue this quest by considering the two paragraphs 
following the above quote, which explained further "the distinguishing truths for this time."  

In regard to the faith to be cherished and preserved in these last days, very little light 
is given in "The Living Temple," and this light is so uncertain that it would not help 
God's people at this stage of their work. 

In the visions of the night this matter was clearly presented to me, before a large 
number. One of authority was speaking, and he said, "If the suppositions and statements 
found in this book were essential, if these statements were pure provender, thoroughly 
winnowed from the chaff, there would be some decided mention of them in the revelation 
given by Christ to John to give to the churches. To John the Lord Jesus opened the 
subjects that he saw would be needed by his people in the last days. The instruction that 
he gave is found in the book of Revelation. Those who would be co-workers with our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will show a deep interest in the truths found in the book of 
Revelation. With pen and voice they will strive to make plain the wonderful things that 
Christ came from heaven to reveal."19  

When this counsel regarding these two tracks was repeated the following year in the 
pamphlet Testimonies for the Church Containing Letters to Physicians and Ministers, Instruction 
to Seventh-day Adventists, it was in a section entitled, "The Foundation of Our Faith."20 The need 

                                                
18 RH, October 22, 1903 par. 2, in "Teach the Word" 
19 RH, October 22, 1903 par. 3 & 4. The focus on the light of Jesus "found in the book of 
Revelation" was addressed in an astounding way to E. J. Waggoner the previous year. Here is 
perhaps the most significant paragraph in that letter: "Our lesson for the present time is, How 
may we most clearly comprehend and present the gospel that Christ came in person to present to 
John on the isle of Patmos--the gospel that is termed 'the Revelation of Jesus Christ'? We are to 
present to our people a clear explanation of Revelation. We are to give them the Word of God 
just as it is, with as few of our own explanations as possible. No one mind can do this work 
alone. Although we have in trust the grandest and most important truth ever presented to the 
world, we are only babes, as far as understanding truth in all its bearings is concerned. Christ is 
the great Teacher, and that which He revealed to John, we are to tax our minds to understand and 
clearly to define. We are facing the most important issues that men have ever been called upon to 
meet. The theme of greatest importance is the third angel's message, embracing the messages of 
the first and second angels. All should understand the truths contained in these messages and 
demonstrate them in daily life, for this is essential to salvation. We shall have to study earnestly, 
prayerfully, in order to understand these grand truths; and our power to learn and comprehend 
will be taxed to the utmost." (12MR 212.3) (Letter 97, 1902, July 7) 
20 SpTB02 52.2. For more on the significance of "foundation" as part of our identity, see the 
document "Twenty Year Span of Statements on Seventh-day Adventist Identity" of statements 
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to "discern" between truth and error, in the context of "the foundation," echoes the concerns of 
Paul in addressing the Hebrews of his day. 

...When for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again 
which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of 
milk, and not of strong meat. 

 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a 
babe. 

 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation....21 

In some very significant diary entries in August of 1904, she further addressed the battle 
between the genuine and the counterfeit, a battle that determines the destiny of souls as well as 
the identity and mission of Seventh-day Adventism. 

There are times when important movements must be made in a crisis that the Lord 
permits--the development of an evil work which has long been in minds and hearts. The 
work of advancement in the proclamation of truth has at such times been greatly hindered 
[by] specious workings, which are the Alpha of the Omega, which means very much to 
the people who are in any way connected with parties who have received the warnings of 
the Lord, but refused to heed them. . . . 

We are now to be on guard, and not drawn away from the all-important message 
given of God for this time. Satan is not ignorant of the result of trying to define God and 
Jesus Christ in a spiritualistic way that sets God and Christ as a nonentity. The moments 
occupied in this kind of science are, in the place of preparing the way of the Lord, 
making a way for Satan to come in and confuse the minds with mysticisms of his own 
devising. Although they are dressed up in angel robes they have made our God and our 
Christ a nonentity. Why?--because Satan sees the minds are all fitted for his working. 
Men have lost tract of Christ and the Lord God, and have been obtaining an experience 
that is Omega to one of the most subtle delusions that will ever captivate the minds of 
men. We are forbidden to . . . set the imagination in a train of conjecture.22 

These counsels served to highlight the fundamental nature of what was transpiring. It is clear 
that the danger perceived actually happened, as failure to distinguish the close tracks of truth and 

                                                
regarding what it is that "makes us what we are"--Seventh-day Adventists 
[http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=764]. 
21 Hebrews 5:12 to 6:1. In addition to "the doctrine of Christ," which should be considered the 
cornerstone, Paul lists six other foundation "stones"--"of repentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of 
the dead, and of eternal judgment" (6:1, 2). The Seventh-day Adventist church is struggling at 
present with the theology and ecclesiology of "laying on of hands." Consider the author's 
reflections on the current discussion in the paper "Gender--From Creation to Ordination" 
[http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=764]. I submit that this experience in 2015 gives 
evidence for the accuracy of Ellen White's observation 113 years earlier (noted in an earlier 
footnote) that "we are only babes, as far as understanding truth in all its bearings is concerned" 
(12MR 212.3). 
22 11MR 211.1&2 (Diary, #48, pp. 153, 163, Aug. 25 and Aug. 28, 1904) 
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error of the mystical realities led to individuals becoming susceptible to "the enemy" talking with 
them, obtaining an experience in such counterfeit mystical things. Current mystical practices are 
actually training people to hear this voice and have this experience. They will encounter 
supernatural beings masquerading as Jesus, as angels of light, as holy people who have died, and 
as forces and objects of nature itself.  

As already noted, unless one experientially follows Jesus into the Most Holy Place, he is 
vulnerable to receiving a counterfeit spirit. This danger was addressed as early as 1845 in EW54-
56. The failure to follow Jesus there was explicitly stated again in 1887 (1888, p. 27). And her 
diary reflections in August 1904 spoke to the vulnerability that insubordination brings to God's 
people, who "have received the warnings of the Lord, but refused to heed them." This 
manifestation of unbelief she had pointed out in her first address at the 1901 General Conference 
Session, her first after her return from Australia.  

I feel a special interest in the movements and decisions that shall be made at this 
Conference regarding the things that should have been done years ago, and especially ten 
years ago, when we were assembled in Conference, and the Spirit and power of God 
came into our meeting, testifying that God was ready to work for this people if they 
would come into working order. The brethren assented to the light God had given, but 
there were those connected with our institutions, especially with the Review and Herald 
Office and the Conference, who brought in elements of unbelief, so that the light that was 
given was not acted upon. It was assented to, but no special change was made to bring 
about such a condition of things that the power of God could be revealed among his 
people.   

The light then given me was that this people should stand higher than any other 
people on the face of the whole earth, that they should be a loyal people, a people who 
would rightly represent truth. The sanctifying power of the truth, revealed in their lives, 
was to distinguish them from the world. They were to stand in moral dignity, having such 
a close connection with heaven that the Lord God of Israel could give them a place in the 
earth. 

Year after year the same acknowledgment was made, but the principles which exalt a 
people were not woven into the work. God gave them clear light as to what they should 
do, and what they should not do, but they departed from that light, and it is a marvel to 
me that we stand in as much prosperity as we do today. It is because of the great mercy of 
our God, not because of our righteousness, but that his name should not be dishonored in 
the world.23  

The unbelief that rejects the practice of the truth, rejects the truth regardless of any "assent" 
that may be made. "The lips may express a poverty of soul that the heart does not 
acknowledge."24 

The contrasting elements of the genuine and counterfeit mystical truths and experiences must 
be seen in light of what has been laid out before us. With the background of the tables we have 
already developed of all of Ellen White's statements using the various terms, and with the 
counsels considered above, let us pull together the track of truth beside the track of error based 
on the quotes in this section.  

 

                                                
23 GCB, April 3, 1901 par. 1-3 
24 COL 159.1 (1900) 
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Two Tracks 
 

This table is a brief attempt to lay some of the characteristics of each track side by side. Here 
the implied opposites are suggested by the items in brackets. 

 
Track of Truth Track of Error 

Mystic Ladder, Body, Chain, Union, Stone "Mysticism that is in this book" 
[hear God's voice in His word and the Spirit's 
promptings; obtain an experience with that] 

"a position where the enemy can talk with 
them"; "obtaining an experience that is Omega 
to one of the most subtle delusions" 

"the distinguishing truths for this time"; "the 
track of truth" 

"false track"; "the track of error" 

[minds worked by the Holy Spirit; quick to 
discern the difference between truth and error] 

"both tracks may seem to be one to minds 
which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and 
which, therefore, are not quick to discern the 
difference between truth and error" 

"the faith to be cherished and preserved in 
these last days" 

"very little light"; "so uncertain that it would 
not help God's people at this stage of their 
work" 

"To John the Lord Jesus opened the subjects 
that he saw would be needed by his people in 
the last days"; "found in the book of 
Revelation"; "deep interest in the truths found 
in the book of Revelation"; "strive to make 
plain" 

"suppositions and statements"; [not] "pure 
provender, thoroughly winnowed from the 
chaff" 

"the all-important message given of God for 
this time" 

"drawn away from" 

"The work of advancement in the proclamation 
of truth" 

"the development of an evil work"--"specious 
workings" 

["I am Alpha and Omega" Rev 1:8,11; 21:6; 
22:13] 

"the Alpha of the Omega" 

[receive the warnings, and heed them] "received the warnings of the Lord, but refused 
to heed them"; "assented to the light"; 
"elements of unbelief, so that the light that was 
given was not acted upon"; "clear light as to 
what they should do, and what they should not 
do, but they departed from that light" 

"the Spirit and power of God came into our 
meeting, testifying that God was ready to work 
for this people if they would come into 
working order" 

"no special change was made to bring about 
such a condition of things that the power of 
God could be revealed among his people"; 
[refuse to come into working order; see Letter 
32, 189225] 

                                                
25 See the author's document "Historical Background and Context for the Statement 'We have 
nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget...'" 
[http://www.fredbischoff.com/?page_id=689]. 
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[an experience of settling into the truth so that 
we shall not be moved; the sealing26] 

"an experience that is the Omega to one of the 
most subtle delusions that will ever captivate 
the minds of men" 

[use the imagination to visualize the unseen 
realities revealed to us in the Word of God] 

"set the imagination in a train of conjecture" 

 
Appeal 
 

As the tracks of truth and error continue to be experienced as we move down them, how 
vitally important that we, through humility and self-surrender, find the genuine in God's word 
and the leading of the genuine Holy Spirit from the Most Holy Place. 

The counterfeit mystical in Jesus' day remains the same danger in our day. It is an unbelief 
that combines erroneous mystical interpretations of God's word with mystical experiences whose 
result inevitably leads to "selfishness, malignity, greed for gain, and the basest hypocrisy." It can 
manifest a "jealous regard for what is termed theological truth [that] often accompanies a hatred 
of genuine truth as made manifest in life." It can "subscribe to certain theological tenets" without 
bringing "the truth into practical life." It proposes a paradigm of truth while in real life its 
proponents show "they have not believed and loved [genuine truth], therefore they have not 
received the power and grace that come through sanctification of the truth." So the mysticism of 
our day "may profess faith in the truth" but it cannot make its adherents "sincere, kind, patient, 
forbearing, heavenly-minded." In the end the counterfeit mystical will be manifested, as it was in 
Jesus' day, as "a curse to its possessors, and through their influence ... a curse to the world" for it 
will ally itself with the supernatural forces that are its origin, to "crucify the Lord of glory" in the 
person of His mystical body.27  

                                                
26 This is from a statement made in the same historical setting, though the full historical setting 
cannot be addressed here. The document is entitled "Medical Missionary Work in Southern 
California." Here are two key paragraphs: "They do not know what they are about in Oakland or 
San Francisco, in entertaining all the foreigners that come there. These foreigners are laying their 
plans, what they will do, just as in the case of Hezekiah and the Babylonians. Hezekiah thought it 
was going to give him influence to show the ambassadors all his treasures and advantages. But 
they went away and began to plan what they would do. They would have those advantages for 
themselves. 
"The work in Battle Creek is after the same order. The leaders in the sanitarium have mingled 
with unbelievers, admitting them to their councils, more or less, but it is like going to work with 
their eyes shut. They lack the discernment to see what is going to break upon us at any time. 
There is a spirit of desperation, of war and bloodshed, and that spirit will increase until the very 
close of time. Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any seal or 
mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they 
cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will 
come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give us 
warning, that we may know what is coming." {10MR 251.2 & 252.1} (Manuscript 173, 1902; 
September 15) 
27 These observations are drawn from DA309.2&3, with connections to the "mystical 
construction" the Jews in Christ's day were placing upon Scripture. 
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The resurgence of the counterfeit mystical in our day is a further development of what has 
been building for more than one generation. Our history is of vital importance. When Ellen 
White read The Living Temple, she made a statement that traced the counterfeit from Genesis 3, 
to the earliest days of her ministry, through the errors of Kellogg, and down to our time. 

These are the very sentiments against which I was bidden to speak in warning at the 
very beginning of my public work. When I first left the State of Maine, it was to go 
through Vermont and Massachusetts, to bear a testimony against these sentiments. Living 
Temple contains the Alpha of these theories. The Omega would follow in a little while. I 
tremble for our people. These beautiful representations are similar to the temptation that 
the enemy brought to Adam and Eve in Eden.28 

I am convinced that in regard to our own history as Seventh-day Adventists, we cannot meet 
the Omega development of Kellogg's mysticism with a pre-Minneapolis perspective that ignores 
both the lessons of the 1840s and the lessons of the 1880s and 1890s. The counterfeit mystical 
must be met with the genuine mystical (and the sanctification that flows from that). 

I will conclude with some probing questions with suggested answers from other passages in 
Ellen White's writings. (Emphases supplied in all statements in bold.) 
 
Could the "relations between God and each soul" be described as mystical but real? 

The relations between God and each soul are as distinct and full as though there were not 
another soul upon the earth to share His watchcare, not another soul for whom He gave His 
beloved Son.29 
 
Could "love for souls for whom Christ died" be directed to members of "His mystical body" in a 
sense to include "whosoever"? 

Love for souls for whom Christ died means crucifixion of self. He who is a child of God 
should henceforth look upon himself as a link in the chain let down to save the world, one with 
Christ in His plan of mercy, going forth with Him to seek and save the lost. The Christian is ever 
to realize that he has consecrated himself to God, and that in character he is to reveal Christ to 
the world. The self-sacrifice, the sympathy, the love, manifested in the life of Christ are to 
reappear in the life of the worker for God.   
     "Whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and 
the gospel's, the same shall save it." Selfishness is death. No organ of the body could live should 
it confine its service to itself. The heart, failing to send its lifeblood to the hand and the head, 
would quickly lose its power. As our lifeblood, so is the love of Christ diffused through every 
part of His mystical body. We are members one of another, and the soul that refuses to impart 
will perish. And "what is a man profited," said Jesus, "if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" 30 
 
Can "the human family" be seen as a real though mystical whole? 

The word of God is to have a sanctifying effect on our association with every member of 
the human family. The leaven of truth will not produce the spirit of rivalry, the love of 
ambition, the desire to be first. True, heaven-born love is not selfish and changeable. It is not 

                                                
28 1SAT 341.3 (Manuscript 46, 1904, May 18; "The Foundation of Our Faith") 
29 SC 100.1 (1892) 
30 DA 417.1&2 (1898) 
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dependent on human praise. The heart of him who receives the grace of God overflows with love 
for God and for those for whom Christ died. Self is not struggling for recognition. He does not 
love others because they love and please him, because they appreciate his merits, but because 
they are Christ's purchased possession. If his motives, words, or actions are misunderstood or 
misrepresented, he takes no offense, but pursues the even tenor of his way. He is kind and 
thoughtful, humble in his opinion of himself, yet full of hope, always trusting in the mercy and 
love of God.31 
 

The life of Christ was an ever-widening, shoreless influence, an influence that bound Him 
to God and to the whole human family. Through Christ, God has invested man with an 
influence that makes it impossible for him to live to himself. Individually we are connected 
with our fellow men, a part of God's great whole, and we stand under mutual obligations. No 
man can be independent of his fellow men; for the well-being of each affects others. It is God's 
purpose that each shall feel himself necessary to others' welfare, and seek to promote their 
happiness.32 
 

No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He is the 
Maker of all mankind. All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through 
redemption. Christ came to demolish every wall of partition, to throw open every compartment 
of the temple, that every soul may have free access to God. His love is so broad, so deep, so 
full, that it penetrates everywhere. It lifts out of Satan's circle the poor souls who have been 
deluded by his deceptions. It places them within reach of the throne of God, the throne 
encircled by the rainbow of promise.33 
 
Could genuine faith include how we view unbelievers in a soul-winning setting? 

We held meetings at Brother Radley's house, but he manifested so little interest in them that 
they were discontinued. His heart was not inclined to fully accept the faith. But I talked with 
him as though he was fully with us, presenting before him his responsibilities for his neighbors. 
I said, "You have the light of truth, and you have a work to do to enlighten others. You love to 
read. Study, then, for time and for eternity. The time which any of us have to work is short. We 
must act our part in the service of God. I told him what he could do to advance the knowledge of 
the truth. He assented to it all by a mere response. 
     This was in 1894. Brother Starr was with me. After we left he said, "I was surprised to hear 
you talk to him as though he were fully with us. If he himself does not work on the Sabbath, 
his hired help works." I answered, "I talked to him just in the right way. I presented to him his 
high obligations to God in point of influence, laying the matter before him as one who should 
stand in the gap and make up the hedge, and raise the Sabbath of the fourth commandment to its 
exalted standard."  
     He felt himself far from deserving the confidence I placed in him. We prayed with the 
family, and had the precious blessing of the Lord. Thus from time to time we visited him, and he 
always treated us courteously, but did not fully identify himself with us. Yet I always talked with 
him as one who knew and loved the truth, always laying out plans with him whereby he might 

                                                
31 COL 101.3 (1900) 
32 COL 339.2 (1900) 
33 COL 386.2 (1900) 
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be a laborer together with God. I told him that our responsibility and accountability to God was 
the strongest and most powerful of all motives that should lead us to obtain the very best kind of 
knowledge, the highest education. If he gained this, he could help other minds with a force 
proportionate to his intelligence and religious devotion, and be a bright and shining light to his 
neighborhood.  
     I said to him, "Brother Radley, the Lord wants you to cooperate with Him. You have a large 
orange, lemon, and peach orchard, and other fruit. You are giving these time and attention, that 
they may bear fruit, and not disappoint you. Well, you are God's husbandry; you are God's 
building, and He looks to you to be His human agent, through whom He can communicate 
truth to others. He will use you, through the strongest principles of your mental and moral 
capabilities, to reach other minds. At this period of your life, while your mind is yet vigorous and 
susceptible to the influence of His grace, God calls for you. Any selfish influence to which you 
give your mind will soon contract the intellect and harden the heart."  
     I begged of him to improve his talents. I asked him if he had Patriarchs and Prophets, and 
Great Controversy. He said no, but that they were in the library, and he was intending to get 
them and read them. Then I marked that I had never yet seen them on his table.  
     He lived eleven miles from Granville, and I seldom saw him at meeting in the little church at 
Castle Hill, which was about seven miles from where he lived.  
     One night the Lord gave me a message for him, and I arose at midnight and wrote out page 
after page. I knew the Lord was calling for him. I sent the message to him, to be read to him and 
his neighbor, Brother Whiteman, who was in a similar position, tempted and allured away from 
the truth. Brother _____, I think it was, read the matter to him, and he said, "Why did she write 
such a communication to me? I am not a believer. I do not want to separate from my 
neighbors. I cannot displease those with whom I have lived for twenty years."  
     I told Brother _____ to leave the message with him. His case was again urged upon me. I 
said, "What can I do more, Lord; he will not receive the light. What can I do?" I was directed to 
do one thing more,--to place my books in his hand as a gift, first, Steps to Christ, then Patriarchs 
and Prophets, then Great Controversy. I did this and he read Patriarchs and Prophets through 
three times, and said that he could not find one sentence in it to criticize. It was all just as it 
should be.  
     When I placed Great Controversy in his hands he objected to taking it, saying that there was 
one in the library that he could get. I said, "Never mind. I want to place this in your family as 
your very own, that it may be a blessing to you, and to your children. The Lord has given me 
light, and I mean that all shall have the light, if possible." He accepted the gift.  
     I had been shown that we become too easily discouraged over the souls who do not seem 
to take hold at once. But those who minister must not fail nor be discouraged. Christian motives 
demand us to act with a steady purpose, and undying interest, and an ever increasing importunity 
for the souls whom Satan is seeking to destroy. No disappointment, no outward appearance, can 
chill the earnest, yearning energy for the salvation of others. The Holy Spirit's efficacy will 
cooperate with human effort, and that love flows forth upon the soul for whom Christ has died, 
with an inexhaustible source upon which to depend. 
     I have given Brother Radley Christian Education and Christian Temperance. I have sent to 
Battle Creek, and ordered the Review, Sabbath School Worker, Sentinel, and Youth's Instructor, 
to be sent to Brethren Radley, Whiteman, and Thompson, and asked to have this charged to me.  
     It would be difficult for a mind to continue in resistance to all these efforts, and O how happy 
I am to state that Brother Radley has come out, decided, firm, and true. He is now one of the 
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leaders in the _____ Church, and is growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He enjoys the meetings. His heart, I believe, is warming to the enterprise of 
building up the work. With all his powers of soul and influence he gladly cooperates in this great 
work of highest importance. We now expect that benevolence, and an earnest desire to do good 
to other souls will take the place of worldliness and narrow selfishness.  
     As the love of God enlists all the energies and the stability of Christian principles on the side 
of unselfish, persevering work for the Master, Brother Radley will be an instrument in the 
hands of God for saving the souls of his children, and filing them under the bloodstained banner 
of Prince Emmanuel, and their influence will extend beyond his own family to his neighbors. As 
he works, God will work with him, and furnish his soul with more than human efficiency. The 
mind will become inventive, vigilant, and a power to win others.  
     I have placed this case before you in full, in order that you may know the manner in which I 
have worked. This we have done in many cases, with the best results. We have kept reading 
matter before those who are unsettled. Yet temptations are so strong that they will not yield to 
truth.34 
 
Does Christ have an unseen connection with earth that we need better to discern? 

Christ was a true worker in temporal as well as in spiritual things, and into all His work He 
brought a determination to do His Father's will. The things of heaven and earth are more 
closely connected and are more directly under the supervision of Christ than many realize. 
It was Christ who planned the arrangement for the first earthly tabernacle. He gave every 
specification in regard to the building of Solomon's temple. The One who in His earthly life 
worked as a carpenter in the village of Nazareth was the heavenly architect who marked out the 
plan for the sacred building where His name was to be honored.35 
 

By means of one agency, Christ Jesus, God has mysteriously linked all men together. To 
every man He has assigned some special line of service; and we should be quick to comprehend 
that we are to guard against leaving the work given us in order that we may interfere with other 
human agencies who are doing a work not precisely the same as our own. To no man has been 
assigned the work of interfering with the work of one of his fellow laborers, trying to take it in 
hand himself; for he would so handle it that he would spoil it. To one God gives a work different 
from the work that He gives another.36 
 
Can and must we enter into the genuine mystery? 

Christ could have done nothing during His earthly ministry in saving fallen man if the divine 
had not been blended with the human. The limited capacity of man cannot define this 
wonderful mystery--the blending the two natures, the divine and the human. It can never be 
explained. Man must wonder and be silent. And yet man is privileged to be a partaker of the 
divine nature, and in this way he can to some degree enter into the mystery. This wonderful 
exhibition of God's love was made on the cross of Calvary. Divinity took the nature of humanity, 
and for what purpose?--That through the righteousness of Christ humanity might partake of the 
divine nature. This union of divinity and humanity, which was possible with Christ, is 

                                                
34 1MR 146.3 to 1MR 150.1 (Letter 55, 1896, to Brother and Sister Kellogg, November 14) 
35 COL 348.4 (1900) 
36 SpTB09 25.3 (1903) 
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incomprehensible to human minds. The wonderful things to take place in our world--the greatest 
events of all ages--are incomprehensible to worldly minds; they cannot be explained by human 
sciences. The powers of heaven shall be shaken. Christ is coming in power and great glory, but 
His coming is not such a mystery as the things to take place before that event. Man must be 
a partaker of the divine nature in order to stand in this evil time, when the mysteries of 
satanic agencies are at work. Only by the divine power united with the human can souls 
endure through these times of trial. Says Christ, "Without me ye can do nothing." Then there 
must be far less of self and more of Jesus.37

                                                
37 1888 332.1 (Letter 5, 1889, to H. Miller, June 2) 



 19 

 
Appendix: Collection of 181 Uses of Mystical Terms 
 

The number of occurrences in based on the record system of the Ellen G. White CD-ROM, 
which makes each heading or paragraph a record, with the numbered occurrences reflecting the 
number of records. Thus the headings (which are editorial in origin) are counted in the number, 
as reflected at the beginning of each section below. And there are records (paragraphs) in which 
more than one of the terms occur. 

The arrangement of the uses is the following: 
1. First by quality--either positive and negative side of the great controversy, with each 

having its own section.  
2. Within these sections the quotations are arranged alphabetically by related terms (the 

modified noun, adjective, or verb, of the adjectives "mystic" and "mystical" and the 
adverb "mystically"; or the nouns in phrases connected to the noun "mysticism." 

3. Within each of these related terms, the quotations are listed chronologically, as best as 
can be determined. The range of dates are listed at the beginning of each quality 
section, for each of the related terms. 

The "hit" number is in brackets after the reference, with the initial date indicated with the 
year in bold. When multiple references are given, some may contain only a portion of the 
passage. Note many similar passages, usually noted with the insertion [Compare:]. 
 
Positive Uses (mystic, mystical, mystically) 
 
Summary: 
Mystical (Mystically) Body: 1888, 1889, 1891, 1892, 1894, 1898 
Mystic Boundary: 1893 
Mystic Chain: 1892 
Mystic Characters/Writing: 1881, 1890, 1893 
Mystic Cherubim: 1890  
Mystic Ladder: 1880, 1884 (x6), 1889, 1890 (x8), 1891 (x4), 1892 (x2), 1893, 1895 (x2), 1898, 
1911 
Mystically One: 1896, 1914 
Mystically Gathered, Sanctuary & Services: 1886 
Mystic Stone: 1902 
Mystical, Mystic Symbols: (Revelation) 1902, 1903; (Sanctuary) 1886 
Mystical Union: 1894, 1897 
 
[89 is a heading] 
[104 has two occurrences] 
 
BODY 
The church of Christ is the only object on the earth upon which he bestows his supreme regard; 
yet it has grown feeble and inefficient through selfishness. While all heaven is astir, dispatching 
messengers to bear the divine will to every part of the earth, they expect the church of the living 
God also to be co-laborers with Christ. He engages to come into the midst of his church, and to 
honor their prayers and decisions by the manifestation of his grace and power. They are members 
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of his mystical body. Christ is their living head, controlling all the members of the body. Jesus 
himself, in his infinite mercy, is experimenting on human hearts, and by his efforts, effecting 
spiritual transformations so amazing that angels look on with astonishment and joy. The same 
unselfish love that characterizes the Master, is seen in human lives and characters, and is 
qualifying them to bear their part in the decisions of the judgment, and to share in the pleasures 
of heaven. Christ expects that man will be partaker of his divine nature while in the world, and 
thus convey a large amount of glory from earth to heaven. In full-souled piety, devotion, and 
ardor, man is to be one with Christ and one with God.  {RH, December 11, 1888 par. 4} [110; 
1888 December 11] 
 
Our Lord designed that His church should reflect to the world the fullness and sufficiency that 
we find in Him. We are constantly receiving of God's bounty, and by imparting of the same we 
are to represent to the world the love and beneficence of Christ. While all heaven is astir, 
dispatching messengers to every part of the earth to carry forward the work of redemption, the 
church of the living God are also to be colaborers with Christ. We are members of His mystical 
body. He is the head, controlling all the members of the body. Jesus Himself, in His infinite 
mercy, is working on human hearts, effecting spiritual transformations so amazing that angels 
look on with astonishment and joy. The same unselfish love that characterizes the Master is seen 
in the character and life of His true followers. Christ expects that men will become partakers of 
His divine nature while in this world, thus not only reflecting His glory to the praise of God, but 
illumining the darkness of the world with the radiance of heaven. Thus will be fulfilled the words 
of Christ: "Ye are the light of the world."  {LHU 289.2} [48; from 5T731]; {5T 731.1} [84; 
1889]; {YRP 19.4} [98]; {RH, December 24, 1908 par. 9} [123] 
 
It is no evidence of manliness in the husband for him to dwell constantly upon his position as 
head of the family. It does not increase respect for him to hear him quoting Scripture to sustain 
his claims to authority. It will not make him more manly to require his wife, the mother of his 
children, to act upon his plans as if they were infallible. The Lord has constituted the husband the 
head of the wife to be her protector; he is the house-band of the family, binding the members 
together, even as Christ is the head of the church and the Saviour of the mystical body. Let every 
husband who claims to love God carefully study the requirements of God in his position. Christ's 
authority is exercised in wisdom, in all kindness and gentleness; so let the husband exercise his 
power and imitate the great Head of the church.  {AH 215.1} [3]; {CCh 145.6} [14]; {FLB 
259.2} [29]; {1MCP 160.3} [51; 1891 February 15 (Letter 18b to Br-Sr Knyett)]; {13MR 83.1} 
[164; entire letter] 
[Compare:] 
In later times Paul the apostle, writing to the Ephesian Christians, declares that the Lord has 
constituted the husband the head of the wife, to be her protector, the house-band, binding the 
members of the family together, even as Christ is the head of the church and the Saviour of the 
mystical body. Therefore he says, "As the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their 
wives." Ephesians 5:24-28.  {MB 64.2} [94; 1896]; {RH, December 10, 1908 par. 3} [122] 
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Our Redeemer determined on nothing less than that through His merits the love of God should be 
transfused through the soul that believes in Him. As our life, the vitality of God's love is to 
circulate through every part of our nature, that it may abide in us as it dwells in Christ Jesus. 
United with Christ by living faith, the Father loves us as the members of Christ's mystical body, 
of which Christ is the glorified head.  {TMK 19.4}[88; 1892 (Letter 11)] 
 
Christ is our substitute and surety; he stands before God in the place of humanity, and he is 
affected as his weakest follower is affected. The sympathy of Christ is such that he cannot be an 
indifferent spectator of his children's sufferings. The heart of him who gave his life for humanity 
is touched by the wound, however slight, that is given to one of his followers by the spirit 
revealed in the word or action of another. Let us bear in mind that Christ is the great central heart 
from which the life-blood flows to every part of the great body of humanity. He is the head from 
which extend the nerves that reach even to the most minute and most remote parts of the body. 
When one member of the body with which Christ is so mystically connected, suffers, the throb 
of pain is felt by our Saviour.  {RH, October 16, 1894 par. 10} [117; 1894 October 16] 
 
"Whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the 
gospel's, the same shall save it." Selfishness is death. No organ of the body could live should it 
confine its service to itself. The heart, failing to send its lifeblood to the hand and the head, 
would quickly lose its power. As our lifeblood, so is the love of Christ diffused through every 
part of His mystical body. We are members one of another, and the soul that refuses to impart 
will perish. And "what is a man profited," said Jesus, "if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"  {DA 417.2} [20; 1898] 
 
 
BOUNDARY 
The angels had come to see if there were any in the city who were not corrupted, and could be 
persuaded to flee from the impending doom that threatened Sodom. That night the evil doers 
added the last drop to their cup of iniquity, and the wrath of God could no longer be delayed. The 
night of the destruction of Sodom the inhabitants of the city were doing that which they had been 
doing through all their past life. They were no more base and dissolute and corrupt than on other 
nights when strangers had entered their city; but there is a point beyond which there is no 
reprieve, and that night the inhabitants of Sodom passed the mystic boundary that decided their 
destiny. Lot expostulated with them at his door, and refused to permit them to do violence to the 
strangers who were in his house. But the evil doers had no idea of being restrained from 
accomplishing their purpose, but thought to beat Lot to the ground, and get access to the 
strangers. Before this was done, the angels drew Lot into the house, and smote the men with 
blindness, so that they wearied themselves to find the door.  {ST, October 9, 1893 par. 7} [140; 
1893 October 9] 
 
 
CHAIN 
Dear brother, I have written thus to you that you may stand in the confidence and love of the 
people of God, and that no one may be uncertain as to where you do stand. The mystic chain of 
love must bind the followers of Christ heart to heart. When Jesus was about to be crucified, 
Herod and Pilate, enemies before, became friends, and were united in a corrupt harmony over the 
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condemnation of our Lord; and shall not those who claim to love our Lord Jesus Christ be 
constrained by the divine principle of love? Shall not all heart-burnings, alienations, and 
estrangements be forever expelled from the soul, and antipathies be overcome, through the grace 
of Christ?  {15MR 89.1} [169; 1892 September 19 (Letter 24, to Uriah Smith); entire letter]; 
{1888 1049.1} [178] 
 
 
CHARACTERS / WRITING 
While they were that night in the midst of idolatrous mirth, the king's countenance suddenly 
pales, and he seems paralyzed with terror; for lo! a bloodless hand is tracing mystic characters 
on the wall over against him. The revelers discern the curious and, to them, unintelligible 
writing. The exciting merriment dies away, and a painful silence falls upon the throng. The 
king's thoughts troubled him, "the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one 
against another." Trembling with alarm, he "cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, 
Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed in 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." But 
these men are no more able to interpret the mystic characters traced by the hand of an angel of 
God than they were to interpret the dream of Nebuchadnezzar.  {TA 140.1} [96]; {RH, February 
8, 1881 par. 4} [104; 1881 February 8] 
Daniel then gave the interpretation of the mystic writing: "God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
finished it." "Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting." Thy kingdom is divided, 
and given to the Medes and Persians." That very night the words of the prophet were fulfilled. 
The city was occupied, the king slain, and the kingdom taken, by the Medes and Persians.  {RH, 
February 8, 1881 par. 8} [105] 
 
In the midst of the revelry, Belshazzar saw the bloodless hand of an uninvited guest tracing upon 
the wall of the palace words that gleamed like fire,—words which, though unknown to that vast 
throng, were a portent of doom to the new conscience-stricken revelers. The boisterous mirth 
was hushed, and they shook with a nameless terror as their eyes fastened upon the wall. Where 
but a few moments before had been hilarity and blasphemous witticism, were pallid faces and 
cries of fear. A wild cry from the frantic king rang out in the assembly, calling for some one to 
come and read the writing. The wise men were called in, but those mystic characters were as 
strange to them as to the others.  {CTBH 20.2} [10; 1890] 
 
Little did Belshazzar think that an unseen Watcher beheld his idolatrous revelry. But there is 
nothing said or done that is not recorded on the books of heaven. The mystic characters traced by 
the bloodless hand testify that God is a witness to all we do, and that He is dishonored by 
feasting and reveling. We cannot hide anything from God. We cannot escape from our 
accountability to Him. Wherever we are and whatever we do, we are responsible to Him whose 
we are by creation and by redemption.  {Te 49.2} [80; 1893 September (Manuscript 50, 
"Temperance"]; {1SAT 216.2} [174; entire manuscript] 
 
 
CHERUBIM 
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No language can describe the glory of the scene presented within the sanctuary--the gold-plated 
walls reflecting the light from the golden candlestick, the brilliant hues of the richly embroidered 
curtains with their shining angels, the table, and the altar of incense, glittering with gold; beyond 
the second veil the sacred ark, with its mystic cherubim, and above it the holy Shekinah, the 
visible manifestation of Jehovah's presence; all but a dim reflection of the glories of the temple 
of God in heaven, the great center of the work for man's redemption.  {PP 349.3} [59; 1890] 
 
 
LADDER 
In a vision of the night he sees a mystic ladder, its base resting upon the earth and its top 
reaching above the starry host to the highest heavens. Angel messengers are ascending and 
descending this ladder of shining brightness, showing him the pathway of communication 
between earth and heaven. A voice is heard by him, renewing the promise of mercy and 
protection and of future blessings. When Jacob awoke from his dream, he said: "Surely the Lord 
is in this place; and I knew it not." He looked about him as if expecting to see the heavenly 
messengers; but only the dim outline of earthly objects, and the heavens above, brilliant with the 
gems of light, met his earnest, wondering gaze. The ladder and the bright messengers were gone, 
and the glorious Majesty above it he could see only in imagination.  {4T 465.2} [81; 1880] 
 
All this was revealed to Jacob in his dream. Although his mind at once grasped a part of the 
revelation, its great and mysterious truths were the study of his life-time, and unfolded to his 
understanding more and more. In his conversation with Nathanael, Jesus referred to this mystic 
ladder on which Jacob gazed with pleased wonder. Said he, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Hereafter ye shall see Heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man."  {ST, July 31, 1884 par. 9} [131; 1884 July 31] 
 
Prayer has been made the means of obtaining blessings that would not otherwise be received. 
The patriarchs were men of prayer, and God did great things for them. When Jacob left his 
father's house for a strange land, he prayed in humble contrition, and in the night season the Lord 
answered him through vision. He saw a ladder, bright and shining, its base resting on earth, and 
its topmost round reaching to the highest Heaven. At its top stood the God of Heaven in his 
glory, and angels were ascending and descending upon the mystic ladder. The Lord comforted 
the lonely wanderer with precious promises; and protecting angels were represented as stationed 
on each side of his path. Afterward, while on his return to his father's house, he wrestled with the 
Son of God all night, even till break of day, and prevailed. The assurance was given him, "Thy 
name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince hast thou power with God and 
with men."  {ST, August 14, 1884 par. 1} [132; 1884 August 14] 
 
Here is made a revelation of Jesus Christ as the only connecting link between God and sinful 
man, that the repenting sinner may find pardon. Christ spoke words to Nathanael which had 
reference to this mystic ladder: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man" (John 1:51).  
{19MR 338.1} [170; first paragraph of Manuscript 13, 1884] 
Here Christ associates Himself, as the Son of man, with the mystic ladder. The angels of God are 
ascending and descending on the one even as they did on the other. By means of this ladder a 
constant communication is kept up between heaven and earth, and all the actions and affairs of 
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this earth are known in heaven. The counsels of heaven are executed on earth, and the doings of 
men are judged in heaven.  {19MR 338.2} [171; second paragraph] 
The ladder is the medium of communication between God and the human race. Through the 
mystic ladder the gospel was preached to Jacob. As the ladder stretched from earth, reaching to 
the highest heavens, and the glory of God was seen above the ladder, so Christ in His divine 
nature reached immensity and was one with the Father. As the ladder, though its top penetrated 
into heaven, had its base upon the earth, so Christ, though [He was] God, clothed His divinity 
with humanity and was in the world "found in fashion as a man." The ladder would be useless if 
it rested not on the earth or if it reached not to the heavens. {CTr 88.2} [7; 1884 (Manuscript 13, 
no month/day)]; {OHC 66.4} [56]; {19MR 353.2} [172; entire manuscript] 
 
The history of a thousand years of privilege and blessing, granted to the Jewish people, was 
unfolded to the eye of Jesus. The Lord had made Zion his holy habitation. There prophets had 
unsealed their rolls and uttered their warnings. There priests had waved their censers, and daily 
offered the blood of slain lambs, pointing forward to the Lamb of God. There had Jehovah dwelt 
in visible glory, in the shekinah above the mercy-seat. There rested the base of that mystic ladder 
connecting earth with Heaven,--that ladder upon which angels of God descended and ascended, 
and which opened to the world the way into the holiest of all. Had Israel as a nation preserved 
her allegiance to Heaven, Jerusalem would have stood forever, the elect metropolis of God. But 
the history of that favored people was a record of backsliding and rebellion. They had resisted 
Heaven's grace, abused their privileges, slighted their opportunities.  {4SP 18.2} [76; 1884] 
[Compare:] 
The history of more than a thousand years of God's special favor and guardian care, manifested 
to the chosen people, was open to the eye of Jesus. There was Mount Moriah, where the son of 
promise, an unresisting victim, had been bound to the altar,—emblem of the offering of the Son 
of God. [Genesis 22:9.] There, the covenant of blessing, the glorious Messianic promise, had 
been confirmed to the father of the faithful. [Genesis 22:16-18.] There the flames of the sacrifice 
ascending to heaven from the threshing-floor of Ornan had turned aside the sword of the 
destroying angel [1 Chronicles 21.]—fitting symbol of the Saviour's sacrifice and mediation for 
guilty men. Jerusalem had been honored of God above all the earth. The Lord had "chosen Zion," 
he had "desired it for his habitation." [Psalm 132:13.] There, for ages, holy prophets had uttered 
their messages of warning. There, priests had waved their censers, and the cloud of incense, with 
the prayers of the worshipers, had ascended before God. There daily the blood of slain lambs had 
been offered, pointing forward to the Lamb of God. There, Jehovah had revealed his presence in 
the cloud of glory above the mercy-seat. There rested the base of that mystic ladder connecting 
earth with Heaven, [Genesis 28:12; John 1:51.]—that ladder upon which angels of God 
descended and ascended, and which opened to the world the way into the holiest of all. Had 
Israel as a nation preserved her allegiance to Heaven, Jerusalem would have stood forever, the 
elect of God. [Jeremiah 17:21-25.] But the history of that favored people was a record of 
backsliding and rebellion. They had resisted Heaven's grace, abused their privileges, and slighted 
their opportunities.  {GC88 18.2} [33; 1888]; {GC 18.2} [38; 1911] 
 
At the meeting in Minneapolis, at Potterville, and at Battle Creek, I presented general principles 
before you, [MINISTERS IN THE CAUSE.] hoping that you might hear, be impressed, and be 
converted, that I might not be under the painful necessity of addressing you personally. But as 
you have had the privilege of hearing the message that God has given me and others to bear, and 
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yet your doubts and unbelief have been strengthening instead of diminishing, I am alarmed for 
you. I know you and others in a similar position are not in the light. You are on the enemy's 
ground. Both of you are placing yourselves where the spirit of God can no more find access to 
your hearts than it could find access to the hearts of the Jewish people when they gave 
themselves up to unbelief. Through Christ, light is shining to man; heaven is connected with 
earth, and the angels of God are ascending and descending upon the mystic ladder. They bring 
messages of warning, reproof, instruction, encouragement, and love.  The glory of God is above 
the ladder and shines down all its length. God will not devise some new way to reach the hearts 
of those who have shut themselves away from the light. It is at the peril of their souls that they 
refuse the light.  {11MR 281.1} [163; 1889 July 23 (Letter 4 to Elders Madison and Howard 
Miller)]; {1888 394.3} [176; entire letter] 
 
Christ came to represent the Father. We behold in him the image of the invisible God. He clothed 
his divinity with humanity, and came to the world that the erroneous ideas Satan had been the 
means of creating in the minds of men, in regard to the character of God, might be removed. We 
could not behold the glory of God unveiled in Christ and live; but as he came in the garb of 
humanity, we may draw nigh to our Redeemer. We are called upon to behold the Lord our Father 
in the person of his Son. Christ came in the robe of the flesh, with his glory subdued in humanity, 
that lost man might communicate with him and live. Through Christ we may comprehend 
something of him who is glorious in holiness. Jesus is the mystic ladder by which we may mount 
to behold the glory of the infinite God. By faith we behold Christ standing between humanity 
and divinity, connecting God and man, and earth and heaven.  {ST, January 20, 1890 par. 5} 
[137; 1890 January 20] 
 
The God of heaven understood the case of Jacob better than he himself. In the night season he 
dreamed he saw a ladder whose base was planted firmly on earth, the topmost round of which 
reached to the highest heavens; and God was above it, shedding His glory all along that mystic 
ladder. And the angels were traversing that ladder, ascending and descending upon the Son of 
God. Now, we know that as Jacob went out from his father's house so discouraged, God was 
flashing light and encouragement onto his pathway. Read Genesis 28:12-17.  {2SAT 58.3} [175; 
1890 February 1 (Manuscript 1 "Heaven's Part in Life's Conflict")] 
 
Chap. 15 - Christ the Mystic Ladder {TMK} [89] 
November 11, 1890 The Mystic Ladder. {RH} [111] 
Jacob's experience as a wanderer from his home, when he was shown the mystic ladder, on 
which descended and ascended the angels of heaven, was designed to teach a great truth in 
regard to the plan of salvation. The purposes of God were opened to the discouraged man, who 
felt himself cut off from God and man. In marvelous love, Christ presented before him in a 
dream the way of life. The truth was unfolded before him in the emblem, and its significance is 
as great in our day as it was in his.  {RH, November 11, 1890 par. 1} [112; 1890 November 11 
RH]; {TMK 21.2}  [90] 
The ladder represented Christ. He is the channel of communication between heaven and earth, 
and angels go to and fro in continual intercourse with the fallen race. The words of Christ to 
Nathanael were in harmony with the figure of the ladder, when He said, "Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man" (John 1:51). Here the Redeemer identifies Himself as the mystic ladder 
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that makes communication possible between heaven and earth. {RH, November 11, 1890 par. 4} 
[113];  {TMK 21.3} [91] 
Christ only is the way, the truth, the life; and man can be justified alone through the imputation 
of Christ's righteousness. Man is justified freely by God's grace through faith, and not by works, 
lest any man should boast. Salvation is the gift of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Many have 
felt their hopeless condition, and have asked in perplexity, "How shall we gain admission to the 
world to come? Earth lies under the curse, and is doomed to destruction; how shall we be able to 
enter the city of God?" We would point you to Christ, the way, the truth, the life--the mystic 
ladder between heaven and earth.  {RH, November 11, 1890 par. 6}  [114] 
After the enemy had betrayed Adam and Eve into sin, the connection between heaven and earth 
was severed; and had it not been for Christ, the way to heaven would never have been known by 
the fallen race. But "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Christ is the mystic ladder, the 
base of which rests upon the earth, and whose topmost round reaches to the throne of the Infinite. 
The children of Adam are not left desolate and alienated from God; for through Christ's 
righteousness we have access unto the Father. "By me," said Christ, "if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." Let earth be glad, let the inhabitants of the 
world rejoice, that Christ has bridged the gulf which sin had made, and has bound earth and 
heaven together. A highway has been cast up for the ransomed of the Lord. The weary and heavy 
laden may come unto him, and find rest to their souls. The pilgrim may journey toward the 
mansions that he has gone to prepare for those who love him.  {RH, November 11, 1890 par. 7} 
[115]; {TMK 82.4} [92] 
 
There is a connection between earth and heaven through Christ, the mystic ladder that Jacob saw 
in his vision at Bethel. When we were separated from God, Christ came to reconcile us to the 
Father. In pitying love he placed his human arm about the fallen race, and with his divine arm he 
grasped the throne of the Infinite, thus connecting finite man with the infinite God; through the 
plan of salvation we are united with the agencies of heaven. Through the merits of a crucified 
and risen Redeemer, we may look up and see the glory of God shining from heaven to earth. We 
should be grateful to God for the plan of salvation. We have been blessed with many blessings, 
and in return we should give to God our undivided hearts. How sad it is that through our 
indifference to our eternal interests we are far from Christ, we do not keep our eyes directed 
above, to the eternal glory that awaits the overcomer. We do not see the glory of God shining 
upon every round of the ladder; we do not climb up by Christ, making advancement in the divine 
life. If we did this, we should reflect the image of Christ, have purity of character, and become 
like lights in the world. We should constantly behold him, until we should be charmed with the 
graces of his character; then we would not fail to talk of him and his love. We should then be in 
possession of rich blessings which the world cannot give or take away, and we should lose our 
relish for sin.  {ST, December 15, 1890 par. 1} [138; 1890 December 1890]; {LHU 239.4} [47] 
 
In the vision the plan of redemption was presented to Jacob, not fully, but in such parts as were 
essential to him at that time. The mystic ladder revealed to him in his dream was the same to 
which Christ referred in His conversation with Nathanael. Said He, "Ye shall see heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." John 1:51. Up to the 
time of man's rebellion against the government of God, there had been free communion between 
God and man. But the sin of Adam and Eve separated earth from heaven, so that man could not 
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have communion with his Maker. Yet the world was not left in solitary hopelessness. The ladder 
represents Jesus, the appointed medium of communication. Had He not with His own merits 
bridged the gulf that sin had made, the ministering angels could have held no communion with 
fallen man. Christ connects man in his weakness and helplessness with the source of infinite 
power.  {PP 184.2} [57; 1890] 
 
The angels of God were ascending and descending upon this mystic ladder, and when he [Jacob] 
awoke he said, "Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not." Thus it is with us. If our eyes 
could be opened, we would see the angels of God all around us, and the evil angels are here also, 
trying to destroy us, but the good angels are pressing them back. {CTr 86.2} [4; 1891 January 10 
(Manuscript 5)] 
Jacob thought to gain a right to the birthright through deception, but he found himself 
disappointed. He thought he had lost everything, his connection with God, his home and all; and 
there he was a disappointed fugitive. But what did God do? He looked upon him in his hopeless 
condition, He saw his disappointment, and He saw there was material there that would render 
back glory to God. No sooner does He see his condition than He presents the mystic ladder, 
which represents Jesus Christ. Here is a man who had lost all connection with God, and the God 
of heaven looks upon him and consents that Christ shall bridge the gulf that sin has made. {CTr 
86.3} [5]; {1BC 1095.3} [67; 1891 (Manuscript 5)] 
We might have looked and said, I long for heaven, but how can I reach it? I see no way. That is 
what Jacob thought, and so God shows him the vision of the ladder, and that ladder connects 
earth with heaven, with Jesus Christ. A person can climb it, for the base rests upon the earth and 
the top-most round reaches into heaven. Then the soul climbs right away from the customs, 
practices, and fashions of earth right towards heaven. The light and glory of God are upon every 
round of this mystic ladder, and men and women climb upon whom? Jesus Christ. Cling to 
what? Jesus Christ. Made one with whom? Jesus Christ. . . . {CTr 86.4} [6; 1891 (Manuscript 5)] 
 
What has Christ not done that fallen humanity might be restored to uprightness, and be 
reconciled to God? Jesus is the great restorer. In consequence of sin, earth was separated from 
heaven; but Jesus bridged the impassable gulf, united the fallen world with heaven, linked finite 
man with the infinite God; upon the mystic ladder, Christ, every lost one may gain heaven. 
Through the plan of God, every soul who has an experimental knowledge of Christ is to be a co-
laborer with him in the saving of other souls. You should ask yourself, "What am I doing for the 
salvation of those for whom Christ died? Wherein am I a laborer together with God?" The 
ransom for your soul was paid on Calvary's cross; such love Christ had for you, and now wherein 
do you manifest love for perishing souls? Do you love others as Christ has loved you? There are 
lost sheep to be brought to the fold. There are prodigals to be received with love and joy, and 
brought back to the Father's house. Where are the unselfish, disinterested efforts put forth for the 
uplifting of the lost, for the healing of the erring, for the nourishing of the weak?  {RH, February 
10, 1891 par. 9} [116; 1891 February 10] 
 
In a vision Jacob beheld a mystic ladder reaching from earth to heaven, on which were angels 
ascending and descending, and from the throne of God the glory of heaven streamed down. This 
ladder represented Jesus, the appointed medium of communication between man and God. Had 
He not by his humanity bridged the gulf of separation that sin had made between God and his 
people, the angels could never have been ministering spirits to communicate with fallen man; but 
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through Christ man in his weakness and helplessness is connected with the source of infinite 
power.  {BEcho, February 1, 1893 par. 5} [100; 1893 February 1]; {Messenger, December 15, 
1892 par. 5} [102; 1892 December 15] 
 
Many are the figures by which the Spirit of God has sought to illustrate this truth [Behold, the 
Lamb…] , and make it plain to souls that long to be freed from the burden of guilt. When, after 
his sin in deceiving Esau, Jacob fled from his father's home, he was weighed down with a sense 
of guilt. Lonely and outcast as he was, separated from all that had made life dear, the one thought 
that above all others pressed upon his soul, was the fear that his sin had cut him off from God, 
that he was forsaken of Heaven. In sadness he lay down to rest on the bare earth, around him 
only the lonely hills, and above, the heavens bright with stars. As he slept, a strange light broke 
upon his vision; and lo, from the plain on which he lay, vast shadowy stairs seemed to lead 
upward to the very gates of heaven, and upon them angels of God were passing up and down; 
while from the glory above, the divine voice was heard in a message of comfort and hope. Thus 
was made known to Jacob that which met the need and longing of his soul--a Saviour. With joy 
and gratitude he saw revealed a way by which he, a sinner, could be restored to communion with 
God. The mystic ladder of his dream represented Jesus, the only medium of communication 
between God and man.  {SC 19.2} [78; 1892]; {2MCP 455.2} [52] 
 
God has placed his estimate upon man in giving Jesus to a life of humiliation, poverty, and self-
sacrifice, to contempt, rejection, and death, in order that man, his lost sheep, might be saved. Is it 
then a remarkable thing that all heaven is interested in the ransom of man? Is it a wonderful fact 
that ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands of angels are employed in 
ascending and descending on the mystic ladder to minister to those who shall be heirs of 
salvation? Angels do not come to the earth to denounce and to destroy, to rule and to exact 
homage, but are messengers of mercy to cooperate with the Captain of the Lord's host, to 
cooperate with the human agents who shall go forth to seek and to save the lost sheep. Angels 
are commanded to encamp round about those who fear and love God.  {ST, November 20, 1893 
par. 3} [141; 1893 November 20]; {LHU 207.3} [46] 
 
Are you filled with sorrow today? Fasten your eyes on the Sun of Righteousness. Do not try to 
adjust all the difficulties, but turn your face to the light, to the throne of God. What will you see 
there?--The rainbow of the covenant, the living promise of God. Beneath it is the mercy seat, and 
whosoever avails himself of the provisions of mercy that have been made, and appropriates the 
merits of the life and death of Christ, has in the rainbow of the covenant a blessed assurance of 
acceptance with the Father as long as the throne of God endures. Faith is what you need. Do not 
let faith waver. Fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. It will be a severe fight, 
but fight it at any cost; for the promises of God are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Put your hand 
in the hand of Christ. There are difficulties to be overcome, but angels that excel in strength will 
cooperate with the people of God. Face Zion, press your way to the city of solemnities. A 
glorious crown, a robe woven in the loom of heaven, awaits the overcomer. Though Satan would 
cast his hellish shadow athwart your pathway, and seek to hide the mystic ladder from your view 
that stretches from earth to the throne of God, on which ascend and descend the angels who are 
ministering spirits to those who shall be heirs of salvation, yet press your way upward, plant your 
feet on one round after another, and advance to the throne of the Infinite. {ST, May 2, 1895 par. 
7} [142; 1895 May 2]; {2MCP 462.2} [53] 
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Christ was crucified for the sin of the world, and after his resurrection and ascension, all the 
world were invited to look to him and live. We are enjoined to look at the things unseen, to keep 
before the mind's eye the most vivid images of eternal realities, that by beholding we may 
become changed into the image of Christ. Christ is the mystic ladder uniting the earth with the 
universe of heaven, and as our faith lays hold upon him, we see him standing as our advocate, 
our assurance, our life. Unless we keep our attention fixed upon Jesus, Satan will intercept the 
bright gleams of light from the throne of God, and we shall lose the knowledge of the character 
of God as it is revealed in the ten moral precepts, and as it is seen in the life of his only-begotten 
Son. Satan constantly seeks to obstruct the view of Christ by placing a representation of himself 
before us; but unless our faith shall pierce his hellish shadow, and we obtain a view of the 
holiness of God's character, we shall be divested of our strength, and become purposeless, 
helpless, weak, and inefficient, the deluded prey of Satan's temptations. We shall give to the 
world the strength of the faculties of soul, mind, and body, and deprive Christ of the service 
which he has purchased with his own blood.  {ST, August 29, 1895 par. 8} [143; 1895 August 
29] 
 
Only by Christ's aid can we be saved. If by our own efforts we could reach heaven, Christ need 
not have left the royal courts, to come to a world all seared and marred by the curse, to be a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief, to be tempted in all points like as we are, and yet without 
sin. But we can reach heaven only by the mystic ladder, Jesus Christ; and He came to this earth 
that we might be enabled to do this. Here the battle between the prince of darkness and the 
Prince of light was fought, and here Christ conquered in our behalf. Of His own free will He laid 
down His life, that He might take it again; and today a living Saviour stands in the heavenly 
courts as our Intercessor, pleading for us, that through His merits we may be enabled to resist the 
temptations of the enemy, and be more than conquerors through Him. He knows how to succor 
them that are tempted, and to deliver the godly out of temptation. Surely He is "the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life."  {ST, January 6, 1898 par. 15} [145; 1898 January 6] 
 
Heaven is brought near to earth by that mystic ladder, the base of which is firmly planted on the 
earth, while the topmost round reaches the throne of the Infinite. Angels are constantly ascending 
and descending this ladder of shining brightness, bearing the prayers of the needy and distressed 
to the Father above, and bringing blessing and hope, courage and help, to the children of men. 
These angels of light create a heavenly atmosphere about the soul, lifting us toward the unseen 
and the eternal. We cannot behold their forms with our natural sight; only by spiritual vision can 
we discern heavenly things. The spiritual ear alone can hear the harmony of heavenly voices.  
{AA 153.1} [1; 1911]; {CC 337.4} [13] 
 
ONE 
This love is [as] strong as it is tender. The love of Jesus is stronger than death, for He died to win 
your love, to have you lean upon Him fully and entirely, and to make you one with Him, 
mystically and eternally one. The love of Jesus is something expressed, more tender than even 
the love of a mother for her child. The most tender love we know is that of a mother for her 
child, but the love of Jesus exceeds this. She may change in her affection. Mothers may become 
unkind, but Jesus never, never will become unmindful or unkind, or cruel to His children.  {UL 
180.4} [97; 1896 June 15 (Letter 48, to Sr. Israel)]  
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Christ's love for His children is as tender as it is strong. And it is stronger than death; for He died 
to purchase our salvation, and to make us one with Him, mystically and eternally one. So strong 
is His love that it controls all His powers, and employs the vast resources of heaven in doing His 
people good. It is without variableness or shadow of turning, --the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Although sin has existed for ages, trying to counteract this love and obstruct its flowing 
earthward, it still flows in rich currents to those for whom Christ died.--"Testimonies to 
Ministers," pp. 518, 519.   {MYP 110.2} [50]; {TM 519.1} [87; 1914 January 14] "The 
Victorious Life" [reprint of a little tract, the last of Mrs. White's writing before her death.] 
Sanitarium, California, June 14, 1914. Dear Friend: ] 
 
See Union 
 
 
SANCTUARY 
From the creation and fall of man to the present time, there has been a continual unfolding of the 
plan of God for the redemption, through Christ, of the fallen race. The tabernacle and temple of 
God on earth were patterned after the original in heaven. Around the sanctuary and its solemn 
services mystically gathered the grand truths which were to be developed through succeeding 
generations. There has been no time when God has granted greater evidences of his grandeur and 
exalted majesty, than while he was the acknowledged governor of Israel. The manifestations of 
an invisible King were grand and unspeakably awful. A scepter was swayed, but it was held by 
no human hand. The sacred ark, covered by the mercy-seat, and containing the holy law of God, 
was symbolical of Jehovah himself. It was the power of the Israelites to conquer in battle. Before 
it idols were thrown down, and for rashly looking into it thousands perished. Never in our world 
has the Lord given such open manifestations of his supremacy as when he alone was the 
acknowledged king of Israel.  {RH, March 2, 1886 par. 9}[108; 1886 March 2]; {FLB 194.2} 
[28] 
[See also CHERUBIM, SYMBOLS] 
 
 
STONE 
The Lord will give to our sanitariums whose work is already established an opportunity to co-
operate with Him in assisting newly established plants. Every new institution is to be regarded as 
a sister helper in the great work of proclaiming the third angel's message. God has given our 
sanitariums an opportunity to set in operation a work that will be as a stone instinct with life, 
growing as it is rolled by an invisible hand. Let this mystic stone be set in motion.  {ChS 137.6} 
[9; 1902]; {CH 220.1} [16]; {7T 59.2} [86] 
The Lord has instructed me to warn those who in the future establish sanitariums in new places, 
to begin their work in humility, consecrating their abilities to His service. The buildings erected 
are not to be large or expensive. Small local sanitariums are to be established in connection with 
our training schools. In these sanitariums young men and young women of ability and 
consecration are to be gathered--those who will conduct themselves in the love and fear of God, 
those who, when prepared for graduation, will not feel that they know all that they need to know, 
but will diligently study and carefully practice the lessons given by Christ. The righteousness of 
Christ will go before such ones, and the glory of God will be their rearward.  {7T 59.3} 
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[Compare:] 
"God has given our sanitariums an opportunity to set in operation a work that would be as a 
stone instinct with life, growing as it is moved by an invisible hand. Let this mystic stone be set 
in operation. If ever a place needed medical missionary work, it is the Southern field. Had this 
work been done for the colored people immediately after the proclamation of freedom, how 
different would be the condition of the Southern states today! Medical missionary work has not 
yet been done as God requires it to be done in this needy field. Sanitariums should have been 
established in many places. This would have opened doors for the entrance of Bible truth. It 
would have removed much of the prejudice existing against those who look upon the colored 
people as having souls as well as the white people.  {GCB, April 14, 1903 par. 24} [101]; {ST, 
November 27, 1907 par. 4} [152]; {SpTB02 52.2} [156; 1902 May 20]; {1888 1800.15} [179; 
quotes because she is reading an article she wrote and commenting on it] 
 
 
SYMBOLS 
[Revelation] 
We are to proclaim to the world the great and solemn truths of Revelation. Into the very designs 
and principles of the church of God these truths are to enter. A benediction is pronounced upon 
those who pay due regard to this communication. The blessing is promised to encourage a study 
of this book. We are by no means to become weary of looking into it because of its apparently 
mystical symbols. Christ can give us understanding. . . .  {Ev 196.4} [23; 1902 (Manuscript 
105)]; {PUR, January 14, 1904 par. 2} [103] 
[Compare:] 
The Revelation is regarded by many as a closed book. Not a few ministers declare that it can not 
be understood. But it is our privilege to know something in regard to it. By no means should we 
become weary of looking into it because of its apparently mystical symbols. Christ can give us 
understanding. The benediction pronounced upon those who read, and hear, and keep the words 
of this prophecy, may be ours.  {ST, January 28, 1903 par. 4} [147; 1903 January 28] 
 
The book of Revelation, in connection with the book of Daniel, especially demands study. Let 
every God-fearing teacher consider how most clearly to comprehend and to present the gospel 
that our Saviour came in person to make known to His servant John--"The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave unto Him, to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to 
pass." Revelation 1:1. None should become discouraged in the study of the Revelation because 
of its apparently mystical symbols. "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not." James 1:5.  {Ed 191.2} [22; 1903]; {ST, July 4, 1906 
par. 2} [150] 
 
[Sanctuary] 
The typical sacrifices and offerings of that dispensation represented Christ, who was to become 
the perfect offering for sinful man. Besides these mystic symbols and shadowy types pointing to 
a Saviour to come, there was a present Saviour to the Israelites. He it was, who, enshrouded in a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, led them in their travels; and he it was who 
gave direct words to Moses to be repeated to the people. Those who sneer at the old 
dispensation, and professedly accept Christ in the new, do not discern that this same Christ was 
the ancient leader of Israel, and that from his lips came all the commands, all the rules and 
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regulations, to govern more than a million of people. He who was equal with the Father in the 
creation of man was commander, lawgiver, and guide to his ancient people.  {RH, March 2, 1886 
par. 2} [107; 1886 March 2]; {TMK 101.3} [93] 
 
 
UNION 
Jesus came from heaven to reveal God. He came to represent the Father. The time, the strength, 
the money expended in searching out these old, buried-up inscriptions, will not bring a greater 
knowledge than that which Christ has brought to our world. His prayer to His Father is (and I 
would that you would listen as for your life): "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent" (John 17:3). Union with Christ is an 
union with God through Christ. There is a life in the soul of everyone who has formed this 
mystical, spiritual union with Christ that never fades or fails. We need an abiding Christ, yet 
many comprehend it not, and the world doubts whether we have the truth or any divine message 
from God. They judge us by the fruit we bear.  {10MR 389.2}  [161; 1894 August 12, Letter 22] 
Through self-love, through self-indulgence, the love of Christ is extinguished from the heart. But 
let us weave Christ into our plans, and let self have far less importance. Let the voices that have 
been heard so frequently in your councils be heard less frequently, and let Christ, the light, the 
truth, the way, preside in your midst as your counselor.--Letter 22, 1894, p. 13. (To Brother 
Eldredge, Aug. 12, 1894.)  {10MR 390.1} 
 
If man will cooperate with God by returning willingly to his loyalty, and obeying the 
commandments, God will receive him as a son. Through the provision Christ has made by taking 
the punishment due to man, we may be reinstated in God's favor, being made partakers of the 
divine nature. If we repent of our transgression, and receive Christ as the Life-giver, our personal 
Saviour, we become one with him, and our will is brought into harmony with the divine will. We 
become partakers of the life of Christ, which is eternal. We derive immortality from God by 
receiving the life of Christ for in Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. This life is 
the mystical union and cooperation of the divine with the human.  {ST, June 17, 1897 par. 14} 
[144; 1897 June 17]; {Mar 302.6} [49] 
 
 
 
 
 
Negative Uses (mystic, mystical, mysticism) 
 
Summary: 
Mystical, Mystic Babylon: 1890, 1896, 1900, 1902, 1905 
Mystic Characters / Symbols / Words: Diana: 1878, 1882, 1886 
Mystical Construction (Scripture, not): 1893, 1894, 1895, 1898, 1900 
Mystical, Faith (of holy men, not): 1882, 1908, 1913 
Mystical Interpretation / Meaning (Scripture, not): 1884, 1896 
Mysticism:  
—Jargon full of: 1888 
—Cloud of: 1888 
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—Of the schoolmen: 1888 
—Of the church: 1888 
—Of a false religion: 1890 
—Of Satan's / his own devising: 1891, 1904 
—Books led into: 1900 
—In this book (The Living Temple): 1903 
—All that tends to: 1905 
—Spirit of God clears away: 1906 
—Of theosophy and oriental religions: 1914 
Mystic Power: 1884 
Mystical Teachings (Scripture, not): 1888, 1897 
Mystic Voices (Endor, Ephesus, Ekron): 1878, 1882, 1911 
 
[68, 96, 118 has two occurrences] 
 
BABYLON 
Deceptions, delusions, impostures will increase. The cries will come in from every quarter, "Lo, 
here is Christ! Lo, there is Christ!" "But," said Christ, "Go ye not after them." There will be one 
fierce struggle before the man of sin shall be disclosed to this world, who he is and what has 
been his work. While the Protestant world is becoming very tender and affectionate toward the 
man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3), shall [not] God's people take their place as bold and valiant 
soldiers of Jesus Christ to meet the issue which must come, their lives hid with Christ in God? 
Mystic Babylon has not been sparing in the blood of the saints and shall we [not] be wide awake 
to catch the beams of light which have been shining from the light of the angel who is to brighten 
the earth with his glory.  {3SM 426.3} [66; 1890 December 22 (Letter 112 to W. C. White, J. E. 
White and wife)]; {14MR 287.3} [168; entire letter]; {1888 762.3} [177] 
 
The third angel's message, following the first and second which have proclaimed the hour of 
God's judgment and the fall of mystic Babylon, is proclaimed in louder and more explicit tones, 
giving a warning to all co-workers in the great anti-Christian apostasy: [Revelation 18:1-5, 
quoted].  {14MR 95.2} [166; 1896 (Manuscript 7a); entire manuscript] 
 
God's Word is made of none effect by false shepherds. . . . Their work will soon react upon 
themselves. Then will be witnessed the scenes described in Revelation 18 when the judgments of 
God shall fall upon mystical Babylon.--Ms 60, 1900.  {LDE 248.2} [43; 1900 (Manuscript 60)] 
 
There will be more and still more external parade by worldly powers. Under different symbols, 
God presented to John the wicked character and seductive influence of those who have been 
distinguished for their persecution of His people. The eighteenth chapter of Revelation speaks of 
mystic Babylon, fallen from her high estate to become a persecuting power. Those who keep the 
commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus are the object of the wrath of this power 
[Revelation 18:1-8 quoted].  {7BC 980.7} [70; 1902 October 31c (Manuscript 135)]; {14MR 
152.1}[167; entire manuscript] 
 
Houses of prostitution, dens of vice, criminal courts, prisons, almshouses, insane asylums, 
hospitals, all are, to a great degree, filled as a result of the liquor seller's work. Like the mystic 
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Babylon of the Apocalypse, he is dealing in "slaves, and souls of men." Behind the liquor seller 
stands the mighty destroyer of souls, and every art which earth or hell can devise is employed to 
draw human beings under his power. In the city and the country, on the railway trains, on the 
great steamers, in places of business, in the halls of pleasure, in the medical dispensary, even in 
the church, on the sacred Communion table, his traps are set. Nothing is left undone to create and 
to foster the desire for intoxicants. On almost every corner stands the public house, with its 
brilliant lights, its welcome and good cheer, inviting the working man, the wealthy idler, and the 
unsuspecting youth.  {MH 338.3} [55; 1905]; {Te 24.3} [79]; {ST, November 27, 1907 par. 4} 
[151] 
 
 
CHARACTERS, SYMBOLS, WORDS 
The idol enshrined in this sumptuous edifice [temple of Diana] was a rude, uncouth image, 
declared by tradition to have fallen from the sky. Upon it were inscribed mystic characters and 
symbols, which were believed to possess great power. When pronounced, they were said to 
accomplish wonders. When written, they were treasured as a potent charm to guard their 
possessor from robbers, from disease, and even from death. Numerous and costly books were 
written by the Ephesians to explain the meaning and use of these symbols.    {3SP 421.4} [74; 
1878]; {LP 134.4} [71; 1883] 
[Compare:] 
In the days of the apostles, the city of Ephesus was famed for the worship of the goddess Diana 
and the practice of magic. The temple of Diana was considered, for its size and splendor, one of 
the wonders of the world. Its surpassing magnificence made it the pride of both the city and the 
nation. The idol itself was but an uncouth wooden image, on which were inscribed mystic 
characters and symbols. These were supposed to possess great power. When pronounced, they 
were said to accomplish wonders. When written, they were treasured as a potent charm to guard 
their possessor from robbers, from disease, and even from death. Numerous and costly books 
were written by the Ephesians to explain the meaning and use of these mysterious symbols.  {ST, 
May 18, 1882 par. 1} [129] 
 
Many dared not breathe aloud the name, on which they had hitherto heaped reproach and 
blasphemy. A large number were convinced that Christ was all that Paul claimed him to be, and 
they determined to receive the gospel. These openly renounced the practice of sorcery, and 
acknowledged their secret arts to be deceptive and Satanic. They brought together the manuals of 
enchantment, the costly books containing the mystic symbols of Diana, and the secrets of their 
art, and burned them in the presence of all the people. The sacrifice thus made was estimated at 
fifty thousand pieces of silver, equal to about ten thousand dollars.  {ST, May 18, 1882 par. 6} 
[130; 1882 May 18] 
[Compare:] 
Many who had hitherto heaped reproach on the name of Jesus now dared not breathe that name 
aloud. A large number, convinced that Jesus was all that Paul claimed him to be, determined to 
receive the gospel. These openly renounced the practice of sorcery, and acknowledged their 
secret arts to be Satanic and deceptive. They brought together the costly books on enchantment, 
containing the mystic symbols of Diana and the secrets of their art, and burned them in the 
presence of the people. The value of the books thus sacrificed was estimated at fifty thousand 
pieces of silver, equal to about ten thousand dollars.  {ST, February 18, 1886 par. 4} [135] 
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The temple of the goddess Diana at Ephesus, noted for its size and splendor, was one of the 
wonders of the world, and was the pride of both the city and the nation. The idol itself was but an 
uncouth wooden image, on which were inscribed characters and symbols that were supposed to 
possess great power. When pronounced, these mystic words were said to accomplish wonders; 
when written, they were considered a potent charm to guard their possessor from robbers, from 
disease, and even from death.  {ST, February 18, 1886 par. 1} [134; 1886 February 18] 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION 
Jesus is the fountain head of knowledge, the treasure-house of truth, and he longed to open 
before his disciples treasures of infinite value, that they in turn might open them to others. But 
because of their blindness he could not unfold to them the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. 
He said to them, "I have many things to say unto you; but ye cannot bear them now." The minds 
of the disciples were to a great degree influenced by the traditions and maxims of the Pharisees, 
who placed the commandments of God on a level with their own inventions and doctrines. The 
scribes and Pharisees did not receive or teach the Scriptures in their original purity, but 
interpreted the language of the Bible in such a way as to make it express sentiments and 
injunctions that God had never given. They put a mystical construction upon the writing of the 
Old Testament, and made indistinct that which the infinite God had made clear and plain. These 
learned men placed before the people their own ideas, and made patriarchs and prophets 
responsible for things they never uttered. These false teachers buried up the precious jewels of 
truth beneath the rubbish of their own interpretations and maxims, and covered up the plainest 
specifications of prophecy regarding Christ. They made the keeping of the commandments of 
God appear to be a rigorous round of ceremonies, so needless and foolish that the force of God's 
law was destroyed. They heaped exactions upon the commands of God that could never be met, 
and thereby lessened respect for God.  {ST, September 11, 1893 par. 7} [139; 1893 September 
11] 
 
No one is to put truth to the torture by placing a forced, mystical construction upon the Word. 
Thus some are in danger of turning the truth of God into a lie. There are those who need in their 
hearts the touch of the divine Spirit. Then the message for this time will be their burden. They 
will not search for human tests, for something new and strange. The Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment is the test for this time, and all connected with this great memorial is to be kept 
before the people.--Undated Manuscript 111.  {Ev 213.2} [24]; {3MR 31.1} [158; 1894 
Manuscript 82] 
[Compare:] 
No one is to put truth to the torture by cheap imaginings, by putting a forced, mystical 
construction upon the Word. Thus they are in danger of turning the truth of God into a lie. There 
are those who need in their hearts the touch of the divine Spirit. Then the message for this time 
will be their burden. They will not search for human tests, for something new and strange. The 
Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the test for this time, and therefore all [the truth that is] 
connected with this great memorial is to be kept before the people. {7BC 920.3} [69; 1899 
December 15 (Letter 207)]; {14MR 60.3} [165; entire letter] 
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The doctrines of grace and truth are not really understood by the larger number of our students 
and church members. Blindness of mind has happened to Israel. For human agents to 
misconstrue and put a forced, half truthful, and mystical construction upon the oracles of God, is 
an act which endangers their own souls, and the souls of others. "For I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book." Revelation 22:18, 19. 
Those who, by their human construction, shall make the Scripture to utter that which Christ has 
never placed upon it, weaken its force, making the voice of God in instruction and warnings to 
testify falsehood, to avoid the inconvenience incurred by obedience to God's requirements, have 
become signboards, pointing in the wrong direction, into false paths, which lead to transgression 
and death.  {FE 386.2} [32; 1895]; {SpTEd 236.2} [73; 1897]; {SpM 12.2} [180] 
 
In the days of Christ the leaders and teachers of Israel were powerless to resist the work of Satan. 
They were neglecting the only means by which they could have withstood evil spirits. It was by 
the word of God that Christ overcame the wicked one. The leaders of Israel professed to be the 
expositors of God's word, but they had studied it only to sustain their traditions, and enforce their 
man-made observances. By their interpretation they made it express sentiments that God had 
never given. Their mystical construction made indistinct that which He had made plain. They 
disputed over insignificant technicalities, and practically denied the most essential truths. Thus 
infidelity was sown broadcast. God's word was robbed of its power, and evil spirits worked their 
will.  {DA 257.3} [19; 1898]; similar: {CT 438.4} [17]; {LHU 108.4} [45]; {ST, May 9, 1906 
par. 4} [148] 
 
Christ's servants are to do the same work. In our day, as of old, the vital truths of God's word are 
set aside for human theories and speculations. Many professed ministers of the gospel do not 
accept the whole Bible as the inspired word. One wise man rejects one portion; another questions 
another part. They set up their judgment as superior to the word; and the Scripture which they do 
teach rests upon their own authority. Its divine authenticity is destroyed. Thus the seeds of 
infidelity are sown broadcast; for the people become confused and know not what to believe. 
There are many beliefs that the mind has no right to entertain. In the days of Christ the rabbis put 
a forced, mystical construction upon many portions of Scripture. Because the plain teaching of 
God's word condemned their practices, they tried to destroy its force. The same thing is done 
today. The word of God is made to appear mysterious and obscure in order to excuse 
transgression of His law. Christ rebuked these practices in His day. He taught that the word of 
God was to be understood by all. He pointed to the Scriptures as of unquestionable authority, and 
we should do the same. The Bible is to be presented as the word of the infinite God, as the end of 
all controversy and the foundation of all faith.  {COL 39.1} [8; 1900]; {LHU 108.4} [44]; {BLJ 
123.5} [95]; similar: {ST, May 9, 1906 par. 8} [146] 
 
 
FAITH 
There are men among us in responsible positions who hold that the opinions of a few conceited 
philosophers, so called, are more to be trusted than the truth of the Bible, or the testimonies of 
the Holy Spirit. Such a faith as that of Paul, Peter, or John is considered old-fashioned and 
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insufferable at the present day. It is pronounced absurd, mystical, and unworthy of an intelligent 
mind.  {5T 79.2} [82; 1882]; {PH117 61.4} [157; 1882 June 20] 
 
By many such a faith as these mighty men of God had in times past, is considered old fashioned. 
It is pronounced absurd, mystical, and unworthy of an intelligent mind. Unbelief of the truths of 
God's Word, because human judgment cannot comprehend the mysteries of his work, is found in 
every community, in all ranks of society. It is taught in many schools, and comes into the lessons 
of the nurseries. Everywhere the spirit of darkness in the garb of religion will confront the soul; 
thousands who profess to be Christians give heed to living spirits. And the time is not far distant 
when every soul will be tested.  {SW, March 24, 1908 par. 9} [154; 1908 March 24] 
 
The prevailing spirit of our time is one of infidelity and apostasy,--a spirit of avowed 
illumination because of a knowledge of truth, but in reality of the blindest presumption. Human 
theories are exalted, and placed where God and his law should be. Satan tempts men and women 
to disobey, with the promise that in disobedience they will find liberty and freedom that will 
make them as gods. There is seen a spirit of opposition to the plain word of God, of idolatrous 
exaltation of human wisdom above divine revelation. Men have allowed their minds to become 
so darkened and confused by conformity to worldly customs and worldly influences that they 
seem to have lost all power to discriminate between light and darkness, truth and error. So far 
have they departed from the right way that they hold the opinions of a few philosophers, so 
called, to be more trustworthy than the truths of the Bible. The entreaties and promises of God's 
Word, its threatenings against disobedience and idolatry,--all are powerless to melt their hearts. 
A faith such as actuated Paul, Peter, and John, they regard as old-fashioned, mystical, and 
unworthy of the intelligence of modern thinkers.  {RH, November 6, 1913 par. 2} [127; 1913 
November 6] 
[Compare:] 
The prevailing spirit of our time is one of infidelity and apostasy--a spirit of avowed illumination 
because of a knowledge of truth, but in reality of the blindest presumption. Human theories are 
exalted and placed where God and His law should be. Satan tempts men and women to disobey, 
with the promise that in disobedience they will find liberty and freedom that will make them as 
gods. There is seen a spirit of opposition to the plain word of God, of idolatrous exaltation of 
human wisdom above divine revelation. Men have allowed their minds to become so darkened 
and confused by conformity to worldly customs and influences that they seem to have lost all 
power to discriminate between light and darkness, truth and error. So far have they departed 
from the right way that they hold the opinions of a few philosophers, so-called, to be more 
trustworthy than the truths of the Bible. The entreaties and promises of God's word, its 
threatenings against disobedience and idolatry--these seem powerless to melt their hearts. A faith 
such as actuated Paul, Peter, and John they regard as old-fashioned, mystical, and unworthy of 
the intelligence of modern thinkers.  {PK 178.1} [61; 1917] 
 
 
INTERPRETATION, MEANING 
The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible have been involved in doubt and darkness by 
learned men, who, with a pretense of great wisdom, teach that the Scriptures have a mystical, a 
secret, spiritual meaning not apparent in the language employed. These men are false teachers. It 
was to such a class that Jesus declared: "Ye know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God." 
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Mark 12:24. The language of the Bible should be explained according to its obvious meaning, 
unless a symbol or figure is employed. Christ has given the promise: "If any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine." John 7:17. If men would but take the Bible as it reads, if 
there were no false teachers to mislead and confuse their minds, a work would be accomplished 
that would make angels glad and that would bring into the fold of Christ thousands upon 
thousands who are now wandering in error. {4SP 416.3} [77; 1884]; {DD 38.4} [18]; {RH, June 
28, 1906 par. 8} [120];{GC88 598.3} [37; 1888]; {GC 598.3} [42] 
 
Jesus knew that He could do the scribes and Pharisees no good, unless they would empty 
themselves of self-importance. He chose new bottles for His new wine of doctrine, and made 
fishermen and unlearned believers the heralds of His truth to the world. And yet, though His 
doctrine seemed new to the people, it was in fact not a new doctrine, but the revelation of the 
significance of that which had been taught from the beginning. It was His design that His 
disciples should take the plain, unadulterated truth for the guide of their life. They were not to 
add to His words, or give a forced meaning to His utterances. They were not to put a mystical 
interpretation upon the plain teaching of the Scriptures, and draw from theological stores to build 
up some man-made theory. It was through putting a mystical meaning upon the plain words of 
God, that sacred and vital truths were made of little significance, while the theories of men were 
made prominent. It was in this way that men were led to teach for doctrines the commandments 
of men, and that they rejected the commandment of God, that they might keep their own 
tradition. {5BC 1089.1} [68; 1896]; {RH, June 2, 1896 par. 7} [118; 1896 June 2] 
 
 
MYSTICISM 
 
—JARGON, FULL OF 
The mission of Jesus was demonstrated by convincing miracles. His doctrine astonished the 
people. It was not the contradictory jargon of the scribes, full of mysticism, burdened with 
absurd forms and meaningless exactions; but it was a system of truth that met the wants of the 
heart. His teaching was plain, clear, comprehensive. The practical truths he uttered, had a 
convincing power, and arrested the attention of the people. Multitudes lingered at his side, 
marveling at his wisdom. His manner corresponded with the great truths he proclaimed. There 
was no apology, no hesitancy, not the shadow of a doubt or uncertainty that it might be other 
than he declared. He spoke of the earthly and the heavenly, of the human and the divine, with 
positive authority; and the people "were astonished at his doctrine; for his word was with 
power."  {RH, February 7, 1888 par. 4} [109; 1888 February 7]; {YRP 117.6} [99]; {RH, July 6, 
1911 par. 4} [124] 
 
—CLOUD OF 
Spiritual darkness has covered the earth and gross darkness the people. There are in many 
churches skepticism and infidelity in the interpretation of the Scriptures. Many, very many, are 
questioning the verity and truth of the Scriptures. Human reasoning and the imaginings of the 
human heart are undermining the inspiration of the Word of God, and that which should be 
received as granted, is surrounded with a cloud of mysticism. Nothing stands out in clear and 
distinct lines, upon rock bottom. This is one of the marked signs of the last days.  {1SM 15.2} 
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[63; 1888 (Manuscript 16) note in  {1SM 18.4} = (written at Minneapolis, Minn., in autumn of 
1888)]; [edited] {FLB 13.3} [27] 
 
—OF THE SCHOOLMEN 
Tausen went to Cologne, which was then as now one of the strongholds of Romanism. Here he 
soon became disgusted with the mysticisms of the schoolmen. About the same time he obtained 
Luther's writings. He read them with wonder and delight, and greatly desired to enjoy the 
personal instruction of the reformer. But to do so he must risk giving offense to his monastic 
superior, and forfeiting his support. His decision was soon made, and erelong he was enrolled as 
a student at Wittenberg.  {GC88 241.2} [34; 1888]; {GC 241.2} [39] 
 
—OF THE CHURCH 
John Knox had turned away from the traditions and mysticisms of the church, to feed upon the 
truths of God's Word, and the teaching of Wishart had confirmed his determination to forsake the 
communion of Rome, and join himself to the persecuted reformers.  {GC88 250.2} [35; 1888]; 
{GC 250.2} [40] 
 
—OF A FALSE RELIGION 
Moses had been learning much that he must unlearn. The influences that had surrounded him in 
Egypt--the love of his foster mother, his own high position as the king's grandson, the dissipation 
on every hand, the refinement, the subtlety, and the mysticism of a false religion, the splendor of 
idolatrous worship, the solemn grandeur of architecture and sculpture--all had left deep 
impressions upon his developing mind and had molded, to some extent, his habits and character. 
Time, change of surroundings, and communion with God could remove these impressions. It 
would require on the part of Moses himself a struggle as for life to renounce error and accept 
truth, but God would be his helper when the conflict should be too severe for human strength. 
{CC 86.3} [11]; {PP 248.1} [58; 1890] 
[Compare:] 
The influences that had surrounded him in Egypt, the affection of his foster mother, his own 
position as the grandson of the king, the luxury and vice that allured in ten thousand forms, the 
refinement, the subtlety, and the mysticism of a false religion, had made an impression on his 
mind and character. In the stern simplicity of the wilderness all this disappeared.  {Ed 63.1} [21; 
1903] 
 
—OF SATAN’S / HIS OWN DEVISING 
These ["commandments"] had become so magnified, and they had listened to the 
misinterpretation of Scripture from their rulers and teachers so much, that they became confused 
and it seemed impossible to separate the truth from the error, the mysticisms of Satan's devising; 
the real from the false, the genuine from the spurious; and it was by constant repetition of the 
truth and what the truth means that they could get hold of correct ideas of what the Saviour 
meant. And the Saviour was full, oh, full of light and knowledge, and how He longed to 
communicate this fullness to His disciples; but He said, "I have yet many things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them now" [John 16:12].  {1SAT 171.4}[173; 1891 September 26 
(Manuscript 35, "Work and Baptism of Holy Spirit Needed") entire manuscript] 
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There are times when important movements must be made in a crisis that the Lord permits--the 
development of an evil work which has long been in minds and hearts. The work of advancement 
in the proclamation of truth has at such times been greatly hindered [by] specious workings, 
which are the Alpha of the Omega, which means very much to the people who are in any way 
connected with parties who have received the warnings of the Lord, but refused to heed them. . . 
.  {11MR 211.1}   
We are now to be on guard, and not drawn away from the all-important message given of God 
for this time. Satan is not ignorant of the result of trying to define God and Jesus Christ in a 
spiritualistic way that sets God and Christ as a nonentity. The moments occupied in this kind of 
science are, in the place of preparing the way of the Lord, making a way for Satan to come in and 
confuse the minds with mysticisms of his own devising. Although they are dressed up in angel 
robes they have made our God and our Christ a nonentity. Why?--because Satan sees the minds 
are all fitted for his working. Men have lost tract of Christ and the Lord God, and have been 
obtaining an experience that is Omega to one of the most subtle delusions that will ever captivate 
the minds of men. We are forbidden to . . . set the imagination in a train of conjecture.--Diary, 
#48, pp. 153, 163, Aug. 25 and Aug. 28, 1904.  {11MR 211.2} [162; 1904 August 28]  
 
—BOOKS LED INTO 
The study of God's word should take the place of the study of those books that have led minds 
into mysticism and away from the truth. Its living principles, woven into our lives, will be our 
safeguard in trials and temptations; its divine instruction is the only way to success. As the test 
comes to every soul, there will be apostasies. Some will prove to be traitors, heady, high-minded, 
and self-sufficient, and will turn away from the truth, making shipwreck of faith. Why? Because 
they did not live "by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." They did not dig deep 
and make their foundation sure. When the words of the Lord through His chosen messengers are 
brought to them, they murmur and think the way is made too strait. In the sixth chapter of John 
we read of some who were thought to be disciples of Christ, but who, when the plain truth was 
presented to them, were displeased and walked no more with Him. In like manner these 
superficial students also will turn away from Christ.  {6T 132.3} [85; 1900] 
 
—IN THIS BOOK (The Living Temple) 
We need not the mysticism that is in this book [The Living Temple]. Those who entertain these 
sophistries will soon find themselves in a position where the enemy can talk with them, and lead 
them away from God. It is represented to me that the writer of this book is on a false track. He 
has lost sight of the distinguishing truths for this time. He knows not whither his steps are 
tending. The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both tracks may seem to be 
one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not quick to 
discern the difference between truth and error.  {RH, October 22, 1903 par. 2} [119; 1903 
October 22]; {1SM 202.2} [65]; {SpTB02 52.2} [155; 1904; "The Foundation of Our Faith"]; 
{SpM 12.2} [181] 
 
—ALL THAT TENDS TO 
Truth, present truth, is all that the word of God represents it to be. The Lord would have his 
people keep themselves from all superfluities, from all that tends to mysticism. Let those who 
are tempted to indulge in fanciful, imaginary doctrines sink the shaft deep into the quarries of 
heavenly truth, and secure the treasure that means life eternal to the receiver. In the word there 
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are the most precious truths. These will be found by those who study with earnestness; for 
heavenly angels will direct the search.  {SW, April 4, 1905 par. 7} [153; 1905 April 4] 
 
—SPIRIT OF GOD CLEARS AWAY (RE MESSAGES) 
To some of the questions you have asked, I am not to answer Yes or No. I must not make 
statements that can be misconstrued. I see and feel the peril of those who, I have been instructed, 
are endangering their souls at times by listening to deceptive representations regarding the 
messages that God has given me. Through many twistings and turnings and false reasonings on 
what I have written, they try to vindicate their personal unbelief. I am sorry for my brethren who 
have been walking in the mist of suspicion and skepticism and false reasoning. I know that some 
of them would be blessed by messages of counsel if the clouds obscuring their spiritual vision 
could be driven back, and they could see aright. But they do not see clearly. Therefore I dare not 
communicate with them. When the Spirit of God clears away the mysticism, there will be found 
just as complete comfort and faith and hope in the messages that I have been instructed to give, 
as were found in them in years past.  {1SM 29.4} [64; 1906 (Letter 206, to David Paulson, June 
14]; {RH, September 6, 1906 par. 2&3} [121] 
 
—OF THEOSOPHY AND OTHER ORIENTAL RELIGIONS 
There are many who shrink with horror from the thought of consulting spirit mediums, but who 
are attracted by more pleasing forms of spiritism, such as the Emmanuel movement. Still others 
are led astray by the teachings of Christian Science, and by the mysticism of theosophy and 
other Oriental religions.  {Ev 606.1} [25; 1914]; [edited] {PK 210.3} [62]; {RH, January 15, 
1914 par. 10} [128] 
[The Emmanuel Movement was a psychologically-based approach to religious healing 
introduced in 1906 as an outreach of the Emmanuel Church in Boston, Massachusetts. In 
practice, the religious element was de-emphasized and the primary modalities were individual 
and group therapy. Episcopal priests Elwood Worcester and Samuel McComb established a 
clinic at the church which lasted 23 years and offered both medical and psychological services. 
The primary long-term influence of the movement, however, was on the treatment of alcoholism. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmanuel_Movement, 3/4/15)] 
 
 
POWER 
But in the days of Ahab, one of Israel's wicked kings, the people wandered far from God. The 
heathen Jezebel, whom Ahab married, introduced the worship of false gods,--Baal and the 
Zidonian goddess Ashtoreth. Through her influence the people were taught that these idol gods 
were deities, ruling the elements of earth, fire, and water by their mystic power. They forgot that 
the hills and valleys, the streams and fountains, were in the hand of the living God; that he 
controlled the sun, the clouds of heaven, and all the powers of nature. They forgot that in the 
wilderness, in the day of Israel's need, he had listened to the prayers of Moses, and that in 
obedience to his word living waters gushed from the smitten rock.  {ST, December 18, 1884 par. 
2} [133; 1884 December 18] 
[Compare:] 
Through the influence of Jezebel and her impious priests, the people were taught that the idol 
gods that had been set up were deities, ruling the elements of earth, fire and water, by their 
mystic power. All the bounties of heaven,--the running brooks, the streams of living water, the 
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gentle dew, the showers of rain which refreshed the earth and caused the fields to bring forth 
abundantly,--all these were ascribed to the favor of Baal and Ashtoreth. The people forgot that 
the hills and valleys, the streams and fountains, were in the hand of the living God; that he 
controlled the sun, the clouds of heaven, and all the elements of nature. They forgot that in the 
wilderness, in the day of Israel's need, he had listened to the prayers of Moses, and that in 
obedience to his word living waters gushed from the smitten rock. The benefits which God gave 
to his people called forth from them no gratitude to the Giver.  {RH, August 7, 1913 par. 6} 
[126; 1913 August 7] 
[Compare:] 
Through the influence of Jezebel and her impious priests, the people were taught that the idol 
gods that had been set up were deities, ruling by their mystic power the elements of earth, fire, 
and water. All the bounties of heaven--the running brooks, the streams of living water, the gentle 
dew, the showers of rain which refreshed the earth and caused the fields to bring forth 
abundantly--were ascribed to the favor of Baal and Ashtoreth, instead of to the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. The people forgot that the hills and valleys, the streams and fountains, 
were in the hand of the living God, that He controlled the sun, the clouds of heaven, and all the 
powers of nature.  {CC 204.4} [12];  {PK 115.3} [60; 1917] 
 
SYMBOLS (see CHARACTERS) 
 
TEACHINGS 
He had devoted two years to the study of the Bible, when, in 1818, he reached the solemn 
conviction that in about twenty-five years Christ would appear for the redemption of his people. 
"I need not speak," says Miller, "of the joy that filled my heart in view of the delightful prospect, 
nor of the ardent longings of my soul for a participation in the joys of the redeemed. The Bible 
was now to me a new book. It was indeed a feast of reason; all that was dark, mystical, or 
obscure, to me, in its teachings, had been dissipated from my mind before the clear light that now 
dawned from its sacred pages; and oh, how bright and glorious the truth appeared! All the 
contradictions and inconsistencies I had before found in the Word were gone; and, although there 
were many portions of which I was not satisfied that I had a full understanding, yet so much light 
had emanated from it to the illumination of my before darkened mind, that I felt a delight in 
studying the Scriptures which I had not before supposed could be derived from its teachings."  
{GC88 329.2} [36; 1888]; {GC 329.2} [41] 
 
Many ministers make no effort to explain Revelation. They call it an unprofitable book to study. 
They regard it as a sealed book, because it contains the record of figures and symbols. But the 
very name that has been given it, "Revelation," is a denial of this supposition. Revelation is a 
sealed book, but it is also an opened book. It records marvelous events that are to take place in 
the last days of this earth's history. The teachings of this book are definite, not mystical and 
unintelligible. In it the same line of prophecy is taken up as in Daniel. Some prophecies God has 
repeated, thus showing that importance must be given to them. The Lord does not repeat things 
that are of no great consequence.  {8MR 413.2} [159; 1897 Manuscript 107 "Search the 
Scriptures"]; {9MR 7.5} [160] 
[Compare:] 
The professed Christian world has had opportunity to obtain light and knowledge, but many 
close their eyes lest they shall see. Well-educated, intelligent men preach at the Word and round 
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the Word, but they do not touch its inner meaning. They do not present truth in its genuine 
simplicity. These men, regarding themselves as authority, tell their hearers that it is not possible 
to understand either Daniel or the Revelation. Many ministers make no effort to explain the 
Revelation. They call it an unprofitable book to study. They look upon it as a sealed book, 
because it contains the truth in figures and symbols. But the very name that has been given to it--
"Revelation"--is a denial of their suppositions. The Revelation is a sealed book, but it is also an 
open book, recording marvelous events that are to take place in the last days of this earth's 
history. Its teachings are definite, not mystical and unintelligible, and God would have us 
understand it.  {ST, January 11, 1899 par. 5} [146; 1899 January 11] 
 
 
VOICES 
The heathen oracles have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants, and 
fortune-tellers of today. The mystic voices that spoke at Endor and Ephesus, are still by their 
lying words misleading the children of men. The mysteries of heathen worship are replaced by 
the secret associations and seances, the obscurities and wonders, of the sorcerers of our time. 
Their disclosures are eagerly received by thousands who refuse to accept light from God's word 
or from his Spirit. While they speak with scorn of the magicians of old, the great deceiver laughs 
in triumph as they yield to his arts in a different form.  {3SP 426.1} [75; 1878]; {LP 139.1} [72; 
1883] 
 
The heathen oracles have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants, and 
fortune-tellers of today. The mystic voices that spoke at Ekron and En-dor are still by their lying 
words misleading the children of men. The prince of darkness has but appeared under a new 
guise. The mysteries of heathen worship are replaced by the secret associations and seances, the 
obscurities and wonders, of the sorcerers of our time. Their disclosures are eagerly received by 
thousands who refuse to accept light from God's word or from His Spirit. While they speak with 
scorn of the magicians of old, the great deceiver laughs in triumph as they yield to his arts under 
a different form.  {5T 193.1} [83; 1882]; {RH, June 27, 1882 par. 6} [106] 
[Compare:] 
The mystic voices that spoke at Ekron and Endor are still, by their lying words, misleading the 
children of men. The prince of darkness has but appeared under a new guise. The heathen oracles 
of ages long past have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants and 
fortune tellers of today. The mysteries of heathen worship are replaced by the secret associations 
and seances, the obscurities and wonders, of the sorcerers of our time. And their disclosures are 
eagerly received by thousands who refuse to accept light from the Word or the Spirit of God. 
They speak with scorn of the magicians of old, while the great deceiver laughs in triumph as they 
yield to his arts under a different form.  {Ev 608.2} [26]; {ST, March 24, 1887 par. 6} [136; 
1887 March 24] 
 
The magicians of heathen times have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the 
clairvoyants, and the fortune-tellers of today. The mystic voices that spoke at Endor and at 
Ephesus are still by their lying words misleading the children of men. Could the veil be lifted 
from before our eyes, we should see evil angels employing all their arts to deceive and to 
destroy. Wherever an influence is exerted to cause men to forget God, there Satan is exercising 
his bewitching power. When men yield to his influence, ere they are aware the mind is 
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bewildered and the soul polluted. The apostle's admonition to the Ephesian church should be 
heeded by the people of God today: "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them." Ephesians 5:11.  {AA 290.2} [2; 1911]; {CCh 331.2} [15]; {FLB 
319.2} [31]; {2MCP 700.1} [54]; {RH, September 7, 1911 par. 15} [125] 
 
WORDS (see CHARACTERS) 
 
 


