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Bless the LORD, Blessed be the God and Father
O my soul, of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and forget not all his benefits. (Ps 103:2) who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings

in heavenly places in Christ. (Eph. 1:3)

The following are time-oriented diagrams to show the setting and the spectrum of salvation benefits and blessings. They portray not an
impersonal array of concepts. All the items above the bold line on each are expressions of and responses to God's intensely personal
involvement with each human being, extending to where we have gone, below the line. So both He and each human are represented at
some point in the diagrams. "The relations between God and each soul are ... distinct and full...." (SC 100.1)
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The lie
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Creation Salvation: (Conception) Birth Maturity
Faith & Love | Faith of God: given Faith response: Faith kept | God justified
Spirit Spirit; Grace received
Life Life  Resurrection Justification Righteousness | ->Sanctification Life: eternal
Image Coverin Law(” -holiness Glorification

Animal Sin

(Death) Fall | Death Cross| Condemnation Death: second
Unbelief Flesh Accusation, guilt, Unbelief (faith (Flesh gone)
consequence rejected)

Bold = Major categories ¢ [Italic=dynamics < Location and relationships explained below (see row and column references)

Addendum Diagram In Light of "To Will & to Do"'

Free to will:* universal miracle Will to be free: individual miracle
| Changed mind’ Do in the Spirit’ Do free of flesh’
Desires of flesh, mind® Inability in self’ Flesh remains

! Phil. 2:13, in relation to the process as outlined in Romans 6-8. (See "Four Levels of Freedom" in the study "The Humanity of Jesus in Light of Romans 7.")
> Rom. 6:13, 16, 19; Josh. 24:15
3 Self dies: Rom. 7:9 (not a one-time event; see 1 Cor. 15:31); mind, inward man transformed: 7:22-25; recognize the sin in self, in flesh: 7:13-25

*Rom. 8:2-14 (Two of the 3 verbs for "do" in chapter 7 are also used in Rom. 4:21; 5:3-5; 12:20; 1 Cor. 10:31; Phil. 4:9, reflecting the Spirit's enabling "to do")
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Rom. 8:21-23

% Eph. 2:3
" Law of sin still in members; unable still in self to do good 7:15-25



General Observations
The main division we need to see, separating His benefits from all else, is between life [A3] and death [A4]. Life is a result of God's
fundamental order of how He created things to function, reflecting Himself, the truth [label on 2 & 3]. Death is a result of the
violation of this order, resulting from the lie [label on 4 & 5] that God is selfish and self-exalting, and thus that is to be like Him.*
This order is called law [D3], which in turn describes self-sacrificing /ove [A2] or its absence [AS5]. The law is eternal, but the
explicit expressions of it can be seen at specific locations in time.” The bold line shows this division, with the curved frame (blue if
in color) highlighting the positive side of it [ 1-3].
"All His Benefits" and "All Spiritual Blessings" are all that are above the bold line, including positive responses to these gifts of His,
which after the Fall are benefits of Salvation[1-3, B-F], covenanted from eternity between the Father and the Son.'?
"Under the law" relates to all below the bold line [4 & 5], moving in the lower realm, out of the "way" the law defines."'
Creation
At Creation the life of man was uniquely in the image of God--indwelt by His Spirit, manifesting His unselfish, self-giving, volitional
love that manifests faith [A1-3]."°
Before the Fall, death was not in existence, but was a potential situation [A4]."* The only reality for man was a positive reality
[A2&3].
Fall & Salvation's Beginning
The Fall into sin [A4], occurring in Eve's and Adam's choices to live for self, the choice of unbelief [ AS], took them below the line.
But some invisible benefit, flowing from the faith of God, kept them alive [B2&3]."* The results of the benefit were clearly visible.
The Fall resulted in a corrupt nature for man, the flesh [B5]."° The Fall and its results began the negative reality for humanity [B4&35].
At the Fall the Spirit now functioned as a bastion, an enmity, against the flesh [B2].'® The flesh remains until it is removed at the
change with the redemption of the body, usually called glorification [B5 to F5].!” The Spirit's work at the Fall can be seen as the
conception (or inception) of a new creature remade in God's image (using a human development model), the initiation of
restoration, an initiative that is totally dependent on God alone [B1]. This initiation conceived in all a measure of faith (a seed of
the truth) that enables free will in contrast to impossible bondage to a corrupt flesh and mind [B6&8]."®

¥ Rom. 5:17 is an example of a text showing these two realms of life and death, results of the truth and the lie, contrasted in John 8:44 (compare Rom. 1:25).

? John 1:17 and Rom. 5:13 speak of law in Moses' time; Isa. 42:21 and Matt. 5:17 speak of Messiah's relation to law; Rom. 7:9 speaks law in Paul's experience.

19 Texts pointing to this covenant: "appointed" in Luke 22:29 (see Weymouth New Testament; "I covenant to give you, as my Father has covenanted to give me,

a Kingdom."); "everlasting covenant" in Heb. 13:20 & Isa. 24:5; "the counsel of peace" in Zech. 6:13; "before the foundation of the world" in Eph. 1:4.

""Rom. 3:19; 6:14, 15; Gal. 3:23; 4:4, 5; 5:18 address "under the law." This "way" in relation to the "law" is seen in Psa. 119:1, 29; Prov. 6:23; Mal. 2:8.

12 Gen. 1:26, 27 "in our image"; Rom. 8:29 "the image of his Son"; 1 John 4:8, 16 "God is love"; compare 1 Cor. 13:7 love "believeth all things."

1 Gen. 2:17; the consequence of violating God's design would be death.

" Lam. 3:22, 23 describe this dynamic as "faithfulness" (KJV), from the Hebrew ‘emuwnah also translated faith (as in Hab. 2:4) and truth (Deut. 32:4).

"> Rom. 7:18 "in my flesh dwelleth no good thing" ]

'® Gen. 3:15 ("enmity" connected to antagonists); Gal. 5:17 (the flesh causes inherent incapacity, but is opposed) See Abraham Heschel, Man is Not Alone, A

7 Rom. 8:23 (see 8:13 connecting "flesh" and "body"); 1 Cor. 15:50-54 (the corruption of flesh and blood changed) Philosophy of Religion, p. 190, Section
"Faith is Reciprocity," where he observes in

18 This initiation is addressed in Gen. 6:3; 2 Cor. 5:14-17; Rom. 12:3; (compare Matt. 1:20; John 1:13). O . .
) a footnote, "Faith is ascribed to God in

Deuteronomy 32:4."



Looking at the Fall into the realm of death, where do we find death? Why did Adam and Eve not die? An animal death [B4] was
implied in the "coats of skins" God provided and gave.'® The life given would be a blood covering, as life is (in) the blood.** This
death symbolized a death greater than an animal's, and the covering implied a connection back above the line--by His own
initiative, God's covering their deficit [shadow box bridging from A4 to A3]. God's view of humanity was show to us in Christ.”'

After the Fall, the Spirit, life, and the covering clearly showed that more than the flesh and death existed--grace was active [B2&3].%
Dual realities coexist, and must be clearly differentiated.”® In coexistence, while one is dead in trespasses and sins [B4], one lives
and moves and has his being in God [B3].** A failure to recognize that these coexist, results in much confusion, but a failure to
separate them is a fatal confusion. How can there be a legal basis for two realities for a condemned sinner?

Justice says condemnation is for the guilty, and justification is for the innocent [C4&3].%

Condemnation is a legal term (involved with accusation, guilt, and consequence) [C4&5], and is (to) death [B4].%°

Justification is also a legal term, [C3] and is (to) life [B3].?” The preservation of life after sin implies justification immediately was
functioning.”® The continued life of sinners had to have a legal basis, to be justified [B3, C3].

What is the just cost of keeping sinners alive? Who covers this need, and what initiates it?*’

From the Fall man was guilty, and justly condemned [A4, C4&5]. But for justification to be applied to the guilty required a just
handling of the sin that caused the guilt. In the blood sacrifices a just disposition of the sin by a Substitute was typified and
promised [B4]--a justification [C3] generated by the faith of the Giver [B2], who justly could see and treat the sinner not as he
was, but as he could again be, for the purpose of achieving that recovery.

The just (legal) basis of justiﬁca‘[ion30 of sinners was not seen fully until Messiah came. Then He revealed in Himself what He, the
Son of God, the Sin Bearer, has always been carrying for sinners as their Head and Representative. It was implied in the blood
covering at the Fall, but not demonstrated until the cross and resurrection [B3&4].>! The incarnation and the cross (His identity

1 Gen. 3:21; Yahweh made the coats and clothed Adam and Eve.

20 Gen. 9:4 "flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood"; Lev. 17:11 "the life of the flesh is in the blood"

2 What was given "in Christ" (the reality the shadow pointed to) is addressed in 1 Cor. 15:22; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 1:3; 3:6, 11; 1 Tim. 1:14; 2 Tim. 1:9; see also COL
118.2 "God looked upon humanity, not as vile and worthless; He looked upon it in Christ, saw it as it might become through redeeming love." [emphasis added]
22 Rom. 3:24; 4:16; 5:15; Jesus is the active agent, the Gift expressing the grace, freely justifying, manifesting the righteousness of faith confirming the promise.
2 These are explored in the two Adams, in Rom. 5:12-21 (focused more on victory over sin) and in 1 Cor. 15:16-57 (focused more on victory over death).

2 Eph. 2:1; Acts 17:28; the adjective "dead" contrasts with the verb "live," both using dative case nouns and pronoun to describe the respective states.

3 Exo. 23:7 "not justify the wicked"; Deut. 25:1 "justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked"

% Mark 14:64 "condemned him to be guilty of death"; Rom. 5:12 "death passed upon all men," 18 "upon all men to condemnation"

7 Rom. 5:18 "justification of life"

¥ Compare Luke 23:34 "Father, forgive"; 2 Cor. 5:19 "not imputing their trespasses"

*’ Contrast the carrying of the debt in Matt. 18:23, 24 with the paying of it in 18:27.

%% That which makes justification what it is, just and real, in contrast to unjust and fictional.

3! Isa. 53:11 (see paper "Isa. 53:11 and Justification by the Faith of Jesus"); Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet. 1:3; another corporate justification is described, this of "Christ's
struggling, toiling ones on earth" at the ascension of Jesus, in DA 834.3. Consider also the gospel implication of the identity of the Son of God with us under the
law, in this statement: "During every moment of Christ's life in our world, God was repeating His gift. Christ, the sinless One, was making an infinite sacrifice
for sinners, that they might be saved. He came as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and those for whom He came looked upon Him as stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted. The cup of suffering was placed in His hand, as if He were the guilty one, and he drained it to the dregs. He bore the sin of the world to the
bitter end. And yet men continue to sin, and Christ continues to feel the consequences of their sin as if he Himself were the guilty one." {13MR 369.3}
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with sin [A4] and death [B4&5]*?) reveal the cost. God Himself covers the cost, and, as we saw at the very beginning of the need,
initiates that covering. Jesus' life and resurrection showed His victory over sin and death respectively [B3, A4, B4]."

In order to save sinners in a complete sense, there had to be a way to move them back above the line [arrow C4 to C3], not just in faith
imputation from His part, but also in faith experience on the sinner's part. Faith must be reciprocated; there must be a completed
circuit. Sin will not be preserved. It is allowed on a temporary basis.*

Justification in a Salvation sense is a just way to function above the line [C3] in behalf of those rightfully below the line [C4&5]--to
justify sinners and be just.” The best dynamic that describes how this is done is faith, the faith of Jesus, an expression of the faith
of God [B2].*®

Birth

When that which has benefited a sinner so far (the goodness of God given at infinite cost)’’ is received in the heart, faith responds to
faith,*® love to love,” repentance occurs,”’ one is born again/from above,*' and the legal standing enters a new phase [D1, 2, &
6].*? A sinner's response of faith does not initiate Salvation; it responds to it, and allows God to continue the process.

At this point in the process of benefits one begins to see the law in Christ [D3], manifesting the righteousness of God,* convicting of
sin [D4] leading to a faith response [D2].** One begins to see his death in Christ [B4] due to sin [A4, D4],*° begins to receive the
righteousness }‘171 Christ [D3] which begins to transform [D7] him back into the same likeness,*® beginning the freedom of living in
faith and love.

32 Sin: 2 Cor. 5:21 "made Him sin"; Gal. 4:4 "made under the law"; Rom. 8:3 "in the likeness of sinful flesh"; Death: 2 Cor. 5:14 "died"; Heb. 2:9 "tasted death"
33 Victory over sin: Rom. 8:3 "condemned sin"; 2 Cor. 5:21 "knew no sin"; Heb. 4:15 "without sin"; Victory over death: 1 Cor. 15:21 "resurrection"; 2 Cor. 5:15
"rose again"; the victory over sin in behalf of humanity (justification) was manifest in His resurrection: Rom. 4:25.

** 1 Cor. 15:54-56 "death is swallowed up in victory"; Rev. 20:14 "death and hell were cast into the lake of fire"; the eradication of death implies the same of sin.
3% Rom. 3:23-26 "justified freely ... faith in his blood ... ek motews moov"; "propitiation” (KJV) is "covering" used for the ark (Exo. 25:17 LXX). In a very real
sense this covering did not cover the law but everything outside the law, from the law. The law was not the problem; sin and sinners needed the covering. (See
Prov. 10:12, "love covereth all sins," and word connections to Exo. 28:42; Lev. 16:13; Num. 4:5.)

% Rom. 3:3, 22 "1 motews moov”, 26 "ex motens moov"; Gal. 2:16 "Sio motems moov” and "ek motens yprotov” (compare 2:17); also 3:22; Phil. 3:9

37 Rom. 2:4 "the riches of his goodness"

¥ Rom. 1:17 "from faith to faith"; 10:10; the opposite, from the faith of God to unbelief is considered in Rom. 3:3, 4, in actually highlighting the inevitable, most
important justification flowing out of the Fall into sin and God's response to it--the justification of God, based on His faith in dealing with sin and sinners.

391 John 4:19 "we love him, because he first loved us"

* Acts 20:21 "repentance toward God"

*! John 3:3, 5 "be born again"

*2 Luke 18:14 "went down to his house justified"; Rom. 4:5 "his faith is counted for righteousness"

* Rom. 3:21, 22 "the righteousness of God ... manifested ... by faith of Jesus Christ"

* John 16:8, 9 "reprove the world of sin", 13 "guide you into all the truth"; Rom. 7:18, 20 "sin that dwelleth in me"; Gal. 3:22 "under sin ... by faith ... believe"
452 Cor. 5:14 "one died for all ... all died"; Rom. 7:4 "dead to the law by the body of Christ"; 7:9 "sin revived, and I died"; 8:3 "in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin"; compare Rom. 5:8; 1 Cor. 15:3.

%2 Cor. 5:21 "made the righteousness of God in him"; Rom. 8:4 "the righteousness of the law ... fulfilled in us"

" Eph. 6:14 "righteousness" is "faith and love" as shown in the parallel with 1 Thes. 5:8. Thus righteousness is what flows out of faith working by love.
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Sanctification (holiness) for sinners is growth resulting from life [E3].* It describes what Salvation looks like as it continues with a
faith response. As faith works through the life recognized and received from above, it works by love, and is expressed in a
developing holiness, a growing selflessness.*

Life must be continually imparted and present for growth to occur [A3 & B3]. So justification [C3] continually nurtures sanctification
[E3]. To those below the line (all humanity) [C4], justification says in faith, "You can be like Me if you trust in Me. Go for it.">°
To those above the line (those realizing His justification [C3] and beginning the walk of faith [D2, E2]), it says, "You are
becoming like Me because of Me. Keep it up."”!

Maturity

The goal of growth is maturity, restoration of the image of God, experienced by all saved (and before the final change by those
translated) [F1].% It is manifested by the law [D3] of the Spirit [B2] of life [B3] in Christ setting one free [E7] from the law [D3]
of sin [A4, D4] and death [B4, F4].> This is shown in confessing more and more the sin [A4] dwelling in the flesh [B5, E8] which
makes one still powerless in himself [D8],>* and in depending more and more on the Spirit [B2, E7] dwelling in him.>

The final condition for humanity is either (a) final and full justification, sanctification,’® and glorification®” for eternal life for those of
us who receive and keep with a willing and thankful heart all the benefits given of Salvation [E2, F3], or (b) the second death
[F4]°® for those of us who have responded to faith with unbelief [D5] to the end.

In the end, the greatest benefit will be that God is justified by His faith and love [F2].”

What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me? (Ps 116:12)

12 John 17:17 "sanctify ... through the truth of You: Your word"; Eph. 5:26 "sanctify ... by the word"; 1 Thes. 5:23 "sanctify ... wholly"
Gal. 5:6
50 "Not condemn > not sin": see John 8:11; 2 Cor. 5:15, 19; being expressions of His faith, these do not excuse sin, nor give false assurance not rooted in Him.
31 Matt. 3:16, 17 "the Spirit of God ... upon Him ... T am well pleased"; 1 Tim. 3:16 "justified in the Spirit"
Z Matt. 5:48 "perfect ... as your Father"; 19:21 "perfect ... follow me"; Eph. 4:13 "perfect man ... stature of the fulness of Christ"; also Col. 1:28; James 1:4
Rom. 8:2
> Rom. 7:17-25. Many perpetuate a Laodicean condition by concluding this description to be that of an unconverted (pre-birth) individual, rather than a born-
again believer achieving maturity. What is the consequence of thinking that which is ahead of you is actually behind? How likely would one receive the eyesalve
Jesus gives? Would such a person desire this position of maturity if it laid his glory in the dust and did for him that which he could not do for himself? (20MR
117.3). The connection of Rev. 3:17-21 to this Rom. 7 passage shows the eyesalve leads one (1) to perceive his continuing, inherent inability which produces a
wretched, hybrid condition with his transformed mind, (2) to confess it, and (3) to more and more consistently repent of it, depending on a supernatural power
from outside to indwell him.
> Rom. 8:9-11
%% Rev. 22:11; "let him be righteous" (KJV) is "let him be justified"; "let him be holy" (KJV) is "let him be sanctified"; "still" (et7) occurs with each showing the
continuation of the process of Salvation with all its benefits to its completion. (All other "righteous," "just" texts in Revelation are noted in footnote 48.)
372 Thes. 1:10 "shall come to be glorified in his saints"
¥ Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8 (all texts in the Bible using the phrase "the second death")
¥ Rom. 3:3, 4 "thou ... justified"; compare Phil. 2:10, 11; 1 John 4:17; He is declared "just" four times in the judgment parts of Revelation (15:3; 16:5, 7; 19:2)
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Reflections (emphases supplied)
In view of all that God has wrought for us, our faith should be strong, active, and enduring. Instead of murmuring and complaining,
the language of our hearts should be, "Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget not all His benefits." Psalm 103:1, 2. {PP 294.2}

The soul that responds to the grace of God shall be like a watered garden. His health shall spring forth speedily; his light shall rise in
obscurity, and the glory of the Lord shall be seen upon him. Let us then remember the loving-kindness of the Lord, and the
multitude of His tender mercies. Like the people of Israel, let us set up our stones of witness, and inscribe upon them the precious
story of what God has wrought for us. And as we review His dealings with us in our pilgrimage, let us, out of hearts melted with
gratitude, declare, "What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the
name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His people." Psalm 116:12-14. {DA 348.2}

If great results can be attained by great efforts and great suffering, who of us that are subjects of divine grace can refuse the sacrifice?
The gospel of Christ includes in its requirements every soul that has heard the message of glad tidings. What shall we render unto
God for all His benefits to us? His matchless mercy can never be repaid. We can, only by willing obedience and grateful service,
testify our loyalty, and crown with honor our Redeemer. {5T 87.2}

Our Creator justly claims the right to do as He chooses with the creatures of His hand. He has a right to govern as He will, and not as
man chooses. But He is not a severe judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He is the very fountain of love, the giver of blessings
innumerable. It should cause you the deepest grief that you have disregarded such love, and have not let gratitude and praise well up
in your hearts for the marvelous goodness of God. We do not deserve all His benefits; but they are continued to us, notwithstanding
our unworthiness and cruel ingratitude. Then cease to complain as though you were bond servants under a hard taskmaster. Jesus is
good. Praise Him. Praise Him who is the health of your countenance, and your God. {5T 314.4}




Applications to Primacy of the Gospel Committee Issues, and Subjects Discussed in the Gospel Study Group
Consider the above in regards to the 12 points of disagreement in the PGC report on the 1888 Message Study Committee:
1. Application of Ellen White's Remarks Related to 1888. (how to understand and apply these today)
2. Primacy of the Bible. (shouldn't give ATJ and EJW preference as is done)
3. Ellen White's Endorsement of Jones and Waggoner. (EGW did not endorse everything; they were theologians not prophets)
4. Historical Accuracy. (claims about ATJ and EJW lack historical accuracy; history must speak for itself)
5. Corporate Repentance. (EGW did not call for the denomination to repent; change in 1888 was positive toward ATJ & EJW)
6. Universal Legal Justification. (confusing to say one is legally saved, but needs faith to have saving justification)
7. The "In Christ" Motif. ("in Christ" is relational and spiritual, not legal, otherwise corporate solidarity misunderstood)
8. Nature of Christ. (EGW did not necessarily support ATJ's & EJW's use of Bible on this topic, nor give the same prominence)
9. Jones and Waggoner and the Reformers. (ATJ & EJW were not against Reformers; R/F tied to third angel's message not salvation)
10. The Old Covenant. (old covenant of Sinai was of grace; people misused it to be a means of salvation, which God never intended)

11. Attitude of Criticism. (1888 MSC criticizing and separatist activities lead large numbers into schismatic activity)

12. The Church and the Message of Justification by Faith. (confusion is caused by difference from church on salvation by faith)



