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Wondrous Power in the Beginning of this Movement, the Minneapolis Message,
and the Remedy of Repentance (Excerpt from April 15, 1901 Sermon at GC Session)

...I want to ask every soul here who has known something of the history of this work, to think a little. Every one
who knows the beginning of this movement knows that there was wondrous power in it, not because they had all the
truth which God proposed to reveal to his people before he became visible in the clouds of heaven, but because they
walked in all the light he gave them, rejecting nothing he sent them. Therefore he gave the witness to their message;
and souls were converted, not by the power of eloquence, but by the power of the Spirit of God.

Some are here who remember the time when a mere hymn sung in the Spirit would bring the whole audience to
tears, because God’s melting Spirit was there witnessing. Do not the hearts of some long for the ring of those days?
That time and experience will not come back by turning backward, and going back to see how much light they had.
That experience will come by facing toward him who is the Light, and opening the windows of the soul toward heaven,
closing them toward earth, and stopping this listening to man and putting the commandments of man in the place of
the commandments of God. The message that we have given, we want to

take to ourselves. We have given away the message until we have lost it.

I appeal to you. After that movement, and the Lord did not come, new 1901 GC Session Presentations
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forward at the same time, because they were inseparable. The reform Saved To Serve
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people to deliver them out of that experience. Talk On Consecration

What has been the history of this people and this work since that time? The Work In England
Where do we stand now with reference to this message? How far has that

truth been received—not simply assented to, but actually received?—Not

far, I tell you. How far has the ministry of this denomination been baptized into that Spirit>—Not far, I tell you. For
the past thirteen years this light has been rejected and turned against by many, and they are rejecting it and turning
from it to-day; and I say to every such one, “Beware lest that come upon you which was spoken of the prophets,
Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish.”

What is the remedy?—The very same as of old, and no other,—repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ. When John the Baptist came to prepare the way of the Lord under those circumstances that I have set forth,
what was his message? “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” When Christ himself appeared, and began
his work, what did he say? —*“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel.” When he sent out his disciples, the apostles, in his stead, to carry on his work after he ascended, what did they
preach?’—“Repent ye therefore, and be converted.” What are the messages to the churches’—Repent, repent, repent.
What is the message to the Laodicean church?—"Be zealous therefore and repent.”

I have not seen and do not see now in this Conference, that real response to the message that God has sent to us,
that will be of any effective result in his work. I am willing to face the fact, but it is a fact. I say that there ought to come
upon us, ministers of the word of Jesus Christ, such a spirit of repentance as many of us have not known for many years.
There ought to be a work wrought at this Conference that we have seen no signs of yet. I have prayed and prayed, that
God would work it; and he is the only one who can work it. I say to my brethren in the ministry, as well as to others,
If we go away from this Conference, this crisis in God’s work, this time when we, God’s people, stand for the third and
the last time facing that very experience that we have studied in the scripture—if we go away from this Conference
without a decided and most marked change coming over us different from what we have had,—may God pity his
people and work! (1901 GC Bulletin, p. 321; compare 8T97, 98, 104-106) 4
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