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God revealed the law in Christ by how He represented the law in the Hebrew sanctuary. The 

law was central, unalterable, but hidden. It was foundational, situated underneath His very 

presence, but there was something closer to His presence than the tables of stone. It was what 

enclosed the tables--the ark of the covenant. The law was in the ark.1 

The word ark is from arown, a noun also translated "chest." This in turn is from arah, a verb 

used only twice in the Old Testament, meaning to pluck or gather. One of these occurrences is in 

Solomon's Song. 

I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse:  
I have gathered my myrrh with my spice;  
I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey;  
I have drunk my wine with my milk:  
Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.2 

Of all the articles of furniture in the sanctuary, only the ark "gathered" multiple objects, the 

most significant of these being the tables of the covenant.3 And these were gathered to God's 

presence.  

And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the 

                                                

1 See Exodus 24:12; Deuteronomy 10:1-5 
2 Song 5:1. The gathering of pleasant and good things mentioned here to be mutually enjoyed in intimacy can be 

connected with the law by use of the same metaphors of honeycomb and honey in Psalm 19:7-10. In fact these two 
locations are two of only five uses of the word for honeycomb in the Old Testament. (Emphases supplied throughout 
this paper; all Scripture is from the KJV if not otherwise indicated.) 

3 These multiple objects may be traced by the phrase "before the testimony" occurring in Exodus 16:34, a pot 
containing an omer of manna (see verse 33); and in Numbers 17:10, Aaron's rod that budded (see verse 8). "The 
testimony" itself was the tables of the law (Exodus 25:16, 21; 40:20; compare 32:15). Paul described these 3 objects 
in Hebrews 9:4. The "book of the law" was placed "in the side of the ark" (Deuteronomy 31:26). "This law" (verse 
24) was the book of Deuteronomy, a phrase used 15 times throughout the book (1:5; 4:8; 17:18, 19; 27:3, 8, 26; 
28:58, 61; 29:29; 31:9, 11, 12, 24; 32:46), from "began" (1:5) to "end" (31:24). Ellen White indicated that this law 
Moses wrote included "all the laws, the statutes, and the judgments which God had given him, and all the 
regulations concerning the sacrificial system" (PP 466.1). 
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testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children 
of Israel.4 

Could it also include the idea that God plans to gather all to Himself? 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him.5 

The ark was made of acacia wood (shittiym in Hebrew), covered with gold. 

And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be the 
length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half 
the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without 
shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.6 

The "mercy seat" (kapporeth) was the covering, the lid of the ark, made of solid gold. 

And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the 
length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof.7 

The picture is unwrapped to some degree by David in Psalm 40, in words expressed by the 

pre-incarnate Messiah. 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire;  
mine ears hast thou opened:  
burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 
Then said I, Lo, I come:  
in the volume of the book it is written of me, 
I delight to do thy will, O my God:  
yea, thy law is within my heart.8 

Paul explained this passage of David in the context of the first coming of Messiah,9 with the 

second covenant as the fulfillment of, and the reality behind the first.10 The explanation focused 

on "thy will" which by parallelism in the Psalm is seen to be "thy law."  

                                                

4 Exodus 25:22; see also "where I will meet" in Exodus 30:6, 36; Number 17:4. 
5 Ephesians 1:10 
6 Exodus 25: 10, 11 
7 Exodus 25:17 
8 Psalm 40: 6-8 
9 Hebrews 9:28 
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Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith,  
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy 

will, O God. 
Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for 

sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the 
law; 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.  
He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.11 

The first covenant is that amazing, symbolic system that included the ark of the covenant. 

Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a 
worldly sanctuary. 

For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the 
table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. 

And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 
Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about 

with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that 
budded, and the tables of the covenant; and over it the cherubims of glory 
shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly.12 

The first covenant pointed to, and was superseded in the establishment of the second. Thus 

we can see the ark was fulfilled in Messiah--the wood of His humanity, the gold of His divine 

faith and love, and the law within His heart. He was the ark! 

Paul explained the relationship between Messiah and the law, using the same Greek word 

translated "mercyseat" in the last verse above (hilasterion), translated here "propitiation." 

Christ Jesus ... God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God.... 

                                                

10 The first covenant was given in one sense at Sinai in the sanctuary system. For more on the types and symbols 
in the old covenant as one dimension of covenant, see the paper "Old and New Covenants in Two Dimensions; the 
Relationship of Faith and Blood." 

11 Hebrews 10:5-9. Paul carries this focus on "thy will" to its ultimate fulfillment in the next verse, "By the 
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." (Hebrews 10:10). 

12 Hebrews 9:1-5 
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Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
law.13 

God never intended to show His law existing alone. There are at least two reasons for this. 

The most basic is that it is not alone. It is in Christ, covered not to hide it, nor to protect it, but 

covered because that was where it is--inside, "within My heart." It is part of Him, who He is, 

expressed in His creation of others, and the description too of how He designed them to function. 

To represent it alone rips it from the location of its existence, and in that sense "disestablishes" it.  

The other reason He represented the law covered, was to protect the sinners in the midst of 

whom He still desires to dwell,14 to protect sinners represented in the humanity of the High Priest 

who once a year stood in front of the ark.15 Sinful humanity could not endure the presence of the 

violated covenant without the faith and love Messiah poured out within His humanity.  

We see from this that the law really does not exist outside His heart. That is its place. Its 

principles are expressions of His selflessness, adapted to humanity. In our sinful condition we 

need the explicit statements that describe that unselfishness. But He never intended for us to see 

that law separated from Him, devoid of His faith and love that are necessary to convey to us 

sinners that He still accepts us, that though we in ourselves are out of harmony with His principle 

                                                

13 Romans 3:24, 25, 31. This occurrence here of hilasterion and that in Hebrews 9:5 are the only two uses of this 
word in the New Testament. That this "faith in his blood" is not the believer's faith but Jesus' faith in pouring out His 
life, can be seen when the related word translated "propitiation" in 1 John 2:2 and 4:10 (hilasmos; the only two uses 
of this word in the New Testament) is seen to apply to "our sins" which include those of the "whole world." This is 
the act of faith on Jesus' part that will be the science and song of all throughout eternity (DA 19.2)--the dynamic of 
the "glory of self-sacrificing love" that 1 Corinthians 13:7 specifically describes in saying this love "believeth all 
things." (See also LHU 221.4 for seed thoughts on this vision of Jesus' faith that will always supersede His vision of 
foreknowledge.) The verb hilaskomai that is related to both hilasterion and hilasmos likewise occurs only twice in 
the New Testament, Luke 18:13 ("be merciful") and Hebrews 2:17 ("make reconciliation"), both settings describing, 
as Romans 3:24 and 25, the justifying nature of Jesus' faith, seeing and treating people not as they are but as they 
can be. (See the paper "Justification and the Faith of Jesus" for more on this dynamic.) The "reconciliation" that 
Hebrews 2:17 describes our "High Priest" accomplishing clearly spans from the incarnation mentioned in that verse, 
to the blood mentioned in Romans 3:25 (typified in its offering in the courtyard), to the final application of the 
"blood" on the "mercy seat" that Romans 3:25 sets the stage for, which from Paul's perspective would occur on "the 
day" that was then still "approaching" (Hebrews 10:25). 

14 Exodus 25:8 
15 Hebrews 9:7 
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of unselfishness, He is preserving our very existence while working to restore in us that very 

principle, with all that flows from it. 

Conversely, consider the other extreme, that of Messiah with no law in His heart. The picture 

of the ark of the covenant empty inside, would raise the uncertainties of a vacuum at the center 

of what represents the core relationship between God and His sinful creatures. We would have to 

wonder what is He really like, at His heart. With nothing inside, is intimacy even possible? Can 

He be trusted? When you trace all the other pictures the sanctuary gives of Messiah, from the 

sacrifice of Himself in the courtyard, through the light and nourishment and intercession of the 

Holy Place clustered around the Priest, to the final application of sacrifice and intercession in the 

Most Holy Place--where would all of these lead if the box in the Most Holy Place was empty? Is 

there nothing to describe His heart? Is His character, in spite of what the trajectory of all the 

other symbols point to, essentially vacant, able to be filled with the whim of the moment, 

unstable, uncertain? Or has He shown us in a symbol that should be unmistakable that the 

description of Himself, adapted to the needs of creatures that have lost that very certainty, is 

what we could call "a rock-bottom" kind of realism? Thank God the picture is complete!16 

Jeremiah was given this full view, a picture that the covenant in symbols intended to reveal, 

but could not without the sinner learning to see the plan through God's eyes--through the faith 

and love (gold) that wrapped and covered and interwove so much in the symbolic system. 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant 
they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 

                                                

16 The separation of law and gospel is a form of theological dualism that manifests itself in two distinct heresies, 
one that denies in some fashion the necessity of the gospel, and the other, the necessity of the law. 
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But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those 
days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.17 

What a picture the ark provides! --Messiah, His divine nature dwelling in human flesh,18 yet 

the human nature "in the likeness of sinful flesh"19 (like the wood) covered with the divine faith 

and love (the gold overlaying the wood), and particularly the solid faith and love (the solid gold 

lid or covering) protecting the rest of humanity. And all for the purpose of restoring them to a 

close knowledge of Him, a relationship of intimacy, reflecting again His selflessness expressed 

in, and established by, the faith and love that also flow from His heart. 

And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus.20 

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire....21 

His gold covers humanity in fulfillment of what the Hebrew word "mercy seat" (kapporeth) 

is drawn from, kaphar, the word for atonement, having the essential meaning of "cover." The 

imagery goes clear back to the beginning of the need in Genesis 3, when Adam and Eve needed a 

covering, attempted inadequately to meet it themselves, and were mercifully covered by God 

Himself. We cannot cover ourselves. Only He Himself can cover us. 

The final use in Old Testament of the ark is the picture later confirmed in Revelation, of 

what will happen to the symbolism of the sacred box in the final gathering of God's wayward 

children. 

                                                

17 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
18 John 1:14. The verb "dwell" is verb form of "tabernacle." 
19 Romans 8:3 
20 1 Timothy 1:14 
21 Revelation 3:18 
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Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I 
will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 

And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding. 

And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in 
those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant 
of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; 
neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more. 

At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations 
shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither 
shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.22 

At that time God will not be hidden in a room in a sacred building, nor His law secreted 

beneath His presence in a sacred box covered with a solid gold cover. What these symbols 

pictured will have accomplished their intent. The entire gathering of His sinless people will be 

His throne. They corporately, without exception, will lift Him up. He will be with them, 

unveiled, face to face.  

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it.23 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God.24 

And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.25 

His law, His name, will then be in His heart and theirs. All of this will have been 

accomplished by the Messiah coming to us, the choice He made at infinite cost, to reveal the 

Father, with "the law within [His] heart."  

This is the only way in which we must see the law--the law in Christ. 

                                                

22 Jeremiah 3:14-17 
23 Revelation 21:22 
24 Revelation 21:3 
25 Revelation 22:4 
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The "Law in Christ" Theme in Ellen White's Writings, and Some Related Documents 

The Adventists after the passing of the time in 1844, who explored the topic of the sanctuary 

in Scripture, were led to see Revelation 11:19 as an indication that the time had come when a 

focus was needed on the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary where was located "the ark 

of his testament." In this setting, they saw better the meaning of the messages of the angels in 

Revelation 14:6-12, especially the third, which climaxes in describing the holy people who 

endure the end-times as those who keep "the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." This 

combination of commandments and faith, law and Christ, they did not fully grasp, nor 

adequately study. They tended to present the law by itself. Do we still tend to favor pictures of 

the law standing all alone? 

The background that led to the Bible thoughts expressed so far in this study includes the 

following in Seventh-day Adventist history, as gleaned from Ellen White's observations.26 We 

should notice as we trace through these extracts that both extremes are addressed and avoided. In 

general we could consider the two groups Ellen White addressed as representing the two sides of 

the question, though generalizations always have exceptions. The Seventh-day Adventists had 

become focused on the law only, and she addressed this need in sermons and articles addressed 

to the church, frequently published in the Review and Herald. The Christian world outside of 

Adventism focused on the gospel only, and she would address the inadequacy of that view in 

articles in the missionary periodicals like The Signs of the Times, and The Bible Echo. The two 

                                                

26 In this historical review, an exhaustive search in the published writings of Ellen White was made for the 
phrases "the law in Christ" (5 occurrences), "Christ in the law" (16 occurrences), "Christ and the law" (24 
occurrences), "Christ to the law" (6 occurrences), and "law to Christ" (10 occurrences; 8 of these are uses of 1 
Corinthians 9:21, and the other 2 are references to a historical span of time). There are no occurrences of "the law 
and Christ" as a phrase. This overview is not meant to imply that there was no gospel focus at all in her writings 
prior to the years noted, but simply to explore the phrases noted as ways of tracing the development of the 
expression of the unity of Christ and the law. We will also observe some other key statements outside of these 
searches, noted as describing the message that began unwrapping this unity. 
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needs still exist, but they appear to be in both camps at present, with some Seventh-day 

Adventists emphasizing what in essence is a lawless gospel, and some non-SDA Christians 

wanting to place copies of the gospel-less law all over in public places. 

1875-1879, USA 

As early as 1875 Ellen White used a phrase of the law and Christ together, entitling an 

article, "Christ and the Law," in the April 29, 1875 Review and Herald. She affirmed Christ's 

upholding of the law while on earth in New Testament times, by showing His involvement with 

maintaining the law of God throughout the Old Testament time from Adam to Sinai. 

In a private testimony, intensely practical in its nature, written likely in 1878 or 1879, she 

connected the law and Messiah in the experience of Moses in the mount, noting that he was 

given not just the law but also a view of the atonement. 

You may have cause to tremble when you see God through His law. When Moses 
thus saw the majesty of God, he exclaimed: "I exceedingly fear and quake." The law 
pronounced death upon the transgressor; then the atoning sacrifice was presented before 
Moses. The cleansing blood of Christ was revealed to purify the sinner, and his fears 
were swept away, as the morning fog before the beams of the rising sun. Thus he saw it 
might be with the sinner. Through repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ, pardon is written, and the Sun of Righteousness sheds His bright, healing 
beams upon him, dispelling the doubt and fear that befog the soul. Moses came down 
from the mount where he had been in converse with God, his face shining with a 
heavenly luster which was reflected upon the people. He appeared to them like an angel 
direct from glory. That divine brightness was painful to those sinners; they fled from 
Moses and begged that the bright glory might be covered from their sight lest it slay them 
if they came near him.27 

1886, 1887, Europe 

                                                

27 4T 342.2. This was published without its addressees identified as the sixth part of Testimony No. 28. The 
nature of their spiritual needs should be studied carefully. We will note the 2 Corinthians theme continued. Some 10 
years later we will note it in the Signs of the Times, August 25, 1887 article "Christ and the Law." And over twenty 
years later she would make similar observations about Moses in the August 4, 1902 issue of The Bible Echo, in an 
article entitled "The Law and the Gospel" which we will consider in the historical overview. 
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From Switzerland in 1886, she again published an article using the same title "Christ and the 

Law," this time in the Signs of the Times of July 29. In this article she described the death of 

Christ as affirming rather than abolishing the law. She began with a clear gospel focus.  

The law of God is changeless. For this reason, Christ died, taking upon himself the 
guilt of the transgressor, and making it possible for every penitent, repenting sinner to 
take hold of his strength, and through him to make peace with the offended Lawgiver.28  

She continued this theme. 

The fact that God spared not his own sinless, beloved Son from the penalty he 
pledged himself to bear as the sinner's substitute, is the most telling argument that could 
be produced to show that the claims of his law will not be released, even in the slightest 
degree, to save the transgressor. So in the death of Christ we have evidence, not only of 
God's love for sinful man, but of the changeless character of his law.29 

She dealt with the relation of Christ to the ceremonial law of types and shadows.  

The gospel of Christ reflects glory upon the Jewish age. It sheds light upon the whole 
Jewish economy, and gives significance to the ceremonial law. The tabernacle, or 
temple, of God on earth was a pattern of the original in Heaven. All the ceremonies of the 
Jewish law were prophetic, typical of mysteries in the plan of redemption. The rites and 
ceremonies of the law were given by Christ himself, who, enshrouded in a pillar of cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire by night, was the leader of the hosts of Israel; and this law 
should be treated with great respect, for it is sacred.30 

She closed the article with strong statement on the gospel's affirmation of what its obedience 

unto death meant in relation to the law. 

The world is full of evidences of the greatness, majesty, and benevolence of God; but 
the strongest evidence of his love for fallen man is contained in the gift of his Son, who 

                                                

28 ST, July 29, 1886, paragraph 1 (complete) 
29 ST, July 29, 1886, paragraph 2 
30 ST, July 29, 1886, paragraph 5. Seventh-day Adventists were tempted on several accounts to view the 

ceremonial law with less than its sacred, "glorious" character. One was that in showing it in a negative light they 
could better assign it to the "schoolmaster" of Galatians 3:24, and thus show from that passage that the law we are 
"no longer under" (verse 25) is not the moral law. Another reason for a lower view of the types and symbols was 
that in seeking to understand the covenants, one might want to assign the entire sacrificial system to the covenant 
entered into because of unbelief, thus making it old covenant completely, instead of seeing its role, though 
temporary (and in that sense destined to become "old"), as that of engendering and expressing faith in the realities of 
Messiah. These themes were at the core of the struggle over Galatians 3 during the next decade. Ellen White's 
bringing the moral law into the conceptual and experiential meaning of this passage would have to await another 10 
years, minus 7 weeks, from the date of this article, for a letter that could be considered her most important ever 
written, a letter that was in essence "buried" for decades. That letter we will consider in its historical setting. 
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took the nature of man, descended to the office of a servant, tasted life's bitterest pain, 
and even died a terrible and ignominious death, that through him we might be restored to 
obedience and the favor of God, and gain eternal life. Christ, as our exemplar, kept his 
Father's law. As he overcame, so may we. And he has promised: "To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne."31 

By the later part of the 1880's light began to come to Seventh-day Adventists to fill out the 

understanding and experience of the third angel's message. This light provoked a tension within 

the movement. In 1886 in a remarkable vision that took her from Europe to the Battle Creek 

General Conference Session, Ellen White was shown our need of greater light, and of the 

incompleteness so far of seeing the law in relation to the gospel. 

I was told [by my guide in the night season] that there was need of great spiritual 
revival among the men who bear responsibilities in the cause of God. There was not 
perfection in all points on either side of the question under discussion. We must search 
the Scriptures for evidences of truth. "There are but few, even of those who claim to 
believe it, that comprehend the third angel's message, and yet this is the message for this 
time. It is present truth. But how few take up this message in its true bearing, and present 
it to the people in its power! With many it has but little force."32 

The early Seventh-day Adventists came to understand that the final message recorded in 

Scripture that goes to the world was that in Revelation 18. This they came to call the Loud Cry of 

the third angel, because of its connections to the message in chapter 14.33 In the 1886 experience, 

Ellen White was shown the first glimmerings of this final message.  

Said my guide, "There is much light yet to shine forth from the law of God and the 
gospel of righteousness. This message, understood in its true character, and proclaimed 
in the Spirit, will lighten the earth with its glory. The great decisive question is to be 
brought before all nations, tongues, and peoples. The closing work of the third angel's 
message will be attended with a power that will send the rays of the Sun of 

                                                

31 ST, July 29, 1886, paragraph 10 
32 1888 165.4. (Manuscript 15, 1888, "To Brethren Assembled at General Conference," November 1888). "The 

question under discussion" from the historical evidence appears to be the issue of "the law in Galatians" being 
developed by E. J. Waggoner, and opposed at the 1886 General Conference Session by G. I. Butler. Galatians in a 
vital way reveals the relationship of law and gospel, in the context of the covenant. See 1888, pp. 92.1 to 93.2. 

33 See EW 277.1 ff. 
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Righteousness into all the highways and byways of life, and decisions will be made for 
God as supreme Governor; His law will be looked upon as the rule of His government."34 

But "this message" was not readily accepted, in large part due to the idea that a combination 

of law with gospel, in the way it was being done, would minimize (or even do away with) the 

moral law. 

The next year later she published another article in the Signs of the Times with the same title 

as the previous, but expanded, "Christ and the Law; or the Relations of the Jew and Gentile to 

the Law." She repeated in greater detail the importance of not despising the "Jewish church, with 

its rites and ceremonies" which pointed "forward to Christ." But not only did they point forward 

to Him, He Himself was present in that "dispensation of glory" which was "in the wilderness."35 

She unmistakably connected the Messiah in His first coming with the law. 

In the mount, when the law was given to Moses, the Coming One was shown to him 
also. He saw Christ's work, and his mission to earth, when the Son of God should take 
upon himself humanity, and become a teacher and a guide to the world, and at last give 
himself a ransom for their sins. When the perfect Offering should be made for the sins of 
men, the sacrificial offerings typifying the work of the Messiah were to cease. With the 
advent of Christ, the veil of uncertainty was to be lifted, and a flood of light shed upon 
the darkened understanding of his people.36 

Writing from both a post-Calvary (post-courtyard fulfillment) and a Most Holy Place 

perspective, she proceeded to explain in greater detail that "flood of light" that was present truth 

in a vitally important way. The blood was being taken into the Holy of Holies! 

As Moses saw the day of Christ, and the new and living way of salvation that was to 
be opened through his blood, he was captivated and entranced. The praise of God was in 
his heart, and the divine glory that attended the giving of the law was so strikingly 
revealed in his countenance when he came down from the mount to walk with Israel, that 

                                                

34 1888 166.1 (same manuscript as previous). The phrase "lighten the earth with its glory" refers to Revelation 
18:1. 

35 ST, August 25, 1887, paragraph 2. This article appears to be based upon 2 Corinthians 3, with extensive 
quotations from it. 

36 ST, August 25, 1887, paragraph 3 



 13 

the brightness was painful. Because of their transgressions, the people were unable to 
look upon his face, and he wore a veil that he might not terrify them.  

It was the light of the glory of the gospel of Christ, who was the foundation of the 
sacrificial system, that shone in the face of Moses. "But if the ministration of death, 
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to 
be done away; how shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?" When the 
reality, the full blaze of midday light, should come, the dim glory which was but an 
earnest of the latter, should be done away, swallowed up in the greater glory.  

"And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel could not 
steadfastly look to the end of that which is abolished." God was pleased to reveal to 
Moses the end of the sacrificial offerings at the time of the giving of his law. It was made 
plain to him that the Angel that stood at the head of the armies of Israel was the great 
Offering for sin, the foundation of the entire typical system. He saw type reach its 
antitype. The former was but an earnest of the latter, and in comparison with it was 
intricate and mysterious, although of great beauty and clearness.  

Had the Israelites discerned the gospel light that was opened to Moses, had they been 
able by faith to look steadfastly to the end of that which was abolished they could have 
endured the light which was reflected from the countenance of Moses. "But their minds 
were blinded; for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in the reading of 
the Old Testament; which veil is done away in Christ." The Jews as a people did not 
discern that the Messiah whom they rejected, was the Angel who guided their fathers in 
their travels in the wilderness. To this day the veil is upon  their hearts, and its darkness 
hides from them the good news of salvation through the merits of a crucified 
Redeemer.  

It is no wonder that transgressors of God's law at the present time will get as far from 
it as possible; for it condemns them. But those who hold that the ten commandments 
were abolished at the crucifixion of Christ are in a similar deception to that of the Jews. 
The position that the law of God is rigorous and unbearable casts contempt upon Him 
who governs the universe in accordance with its holy precepts. A veil is over the hearts of 
those who hold this view in reading both the Old and the New Testament. The penalty for 
the least transgression of that law is death, and but for Christ, the sinner's Advocate, it 
would be summarily visited on every offender. Justice and mercy are blended. Christ 
and the law stand side by side. The law convicts the transgressor, and Christ pleads in 
the sinner's behalf.  

With the first advent of Christ there was ushered in an era of greater light and glory; 
but it would indeed be sinful ingratitude to despise and ridicule the lesser light because a 
fuller and more glorious light had dawned. Those who despise the blessings and glory of 
the Jewish age are not prepared to be benefited by the preaching of the gospel. The 
brightness of the Father's glory, and the excellence and perfection of his sacred law, are 
only understood through the atonement made upon Calvary by his dear Son; but even 
the atonement loses its significance when the law of God is rejected.  

The life of Christ was a most perfect and thorough vindication of his Father's law, 
and his death attested its immutability. Christ did not, by bearing the sinner's guilt, 
release man from his obligation to obey the law; for if the law could have been changed 
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or abolished, he need not have come to this world to suffer and die. The very fact that 
Christ died for its transgressions attests the unchanging character of the Father's law.37 

Her blending of both the ceremonial and moral aspects of the law given to Moses,38 and its 

unity and relationship with Messiah and His atonement, should have been instructive for the 

Seventh-day Adventists that were at that very time contending over "the law in Galatians." As 

events unfolded, this light was either poorly grasped or resisted in application to practical life 

and ministry.39 

1888-1891, In the U.S.A. 

In 1888 at the Minneapolis Conference, Ellen White addressed the necessity of the combined 

message that Dr. E. J. Waggoner was presenting. 

I see the beauty of truth in the presentation of the righteousness of Christ in relation 
to the law as the doctor has placed it before us. You say, many of you, it is light and 
truth. Yet you have not presented it in this light heretofore. Is it not possible that through 
earnest, prayerful searching of the Scriptures he has seen still greater light on some 
points? That which has been presented harmonizes perfectly with the light which God has 
been pleased to give me during all the years of my experience. If our ministering brethren 
would accept the doctrine which has been presented so clearly--the righteousness of 
Christ in connection with the law--and I know they need to accept this, their prejudices 
would not have a controlling power, and the people would be fed with their portion of 
meat in due season. Let us take our Bibles, and with humble prayer and a teachable spirit, 
come to the great Teacher of the world; let us pray as did David, "Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law" (Psalms 119:18).40 

                                                

37 ST, August 25, 1887, paragraphs 4-10 
38 Note the explicit references to both the ceremonial and the moral: Ceremonial: "sacrificial system"; "typical 

system"; Moral: "'written and engraven in stones'"; "transgressors of God's law"; "ten commandments"; Both:  "the 
giving of the law." 

39 The unspoken issue in this article, which would become explicit over the next decade with staggering 
implications, is how Seventh-day Adventists were both repeating the history of the Jews in their unbelief failing to 
connect type (both ceremonial and moral) with antitype, that is, law with Messiah, as well as making a similar 
mistake as other Christians in divorcing law and gospel. Regarding the parallel with the Jews, see for example 1888 
166.4; 369.4; 399.1; 406.3; 545.5; 603.3; 608.3; 1057.2; 1060.1; 1481.1&2; 17MR 13.1; this theme was developed 
at length in Letter 38, 1896 (May 30, 1896 to S. N. Haskell; 1888 1536-1554; see especially 1544.1 ff). Regarding 
the parallel with other Christians, see for example 1888 669.1, 892.5 & 893.1. This last reference (from 1891) 
explicitly applies the blindness of 2 Corinthians 3 to Seventh-day Adventists. 

40 1888 164.3 (same manuscript as previous) 
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She saw that what Waggoner was doing was actually fleshing out a neglected part of the third 

angel's message. 

Elder E. J. Waggoner had the privilege granted him of speaking plainly and 
presenting his views upon justification by faith and the righteousness of Christ in 
relation to the law. This was no new light, but it was old light placed where it should be 
in the third angel's message. What is the burden of that message? John sees a people. He 
says, "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus" (Revelation 14:12). This people John beholds just before he 
sees the Son of man "having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle" 
(verse 14). 

The faith of Jesus has been overlooked and treated in an indifferent, careless 
manner. It has not occupied the prominent position in which it was revealed to John. 
Faith in Christ as the sinner's only hope has been largely left out, not only of the 
discourses given but of the religious experience of very many who claim to believe the 
third angel's message. At this meeting I bore testimony that the most precious light had 
been shining forth from the Scriptures in the presentation of the great subject of the 
righteousness of Christ connected with the law, which should be constantly kept before 
the sinner as his only hope of salvation. This was not new light to me for it had come to 
me from higher authority for the last forty-four years, and I had presented it to our people 
by pen and voice in the testimonies of His Spirit. But very few had responded except by 
assent to the testimonies borne upon this subject. There was altogether too little spoken 
and written upon this great question. The discourses of some might be correctly 
represented as like the offering of Cain--Christless.41 

Later in the same manuscript reflecting on Minneapolis, she made the same connection. 

We felt deeply and solemnly grateful to God that minds were being stirred by the 
Spirit of God to see Christ in the living oracles and to represent Him to the world, but 
not in words merely. They see the Scripture requirements that all who claim to be 
followers of Christ are under obligation to walk in His footsteps, to be imbued with his 
Spirit, and thus to present to the world Jesus Christ, who came to our world to represent 
the Father. In representing Christ we represent God to our world. "If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Romans 8:9). Let us inquire, Are we reflecting in 
the church and before the world the character of Jesus Christ? A great deal deeper study 
is required of us in searching the Scriptures. Placing the righteousness of Christ in the 
law distinctly reveals God in His true character and reveals the law as holy, just, and 
good, glorious indeed when seen in its true character.42 

                                                

41 1888 211.2 & 212.1 (Manuscript 24, 1888, "Looking Back at Minneapolis," December 1888). Also in 3SM 
168.1-3; 12MR 187.2, 188.1. 

42 1888 214.2. Also in 3SM 170.4 and 12MR 190.2. 
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Using this concluding statement of the third angel's message, Ellen White addressed 

repeatedly the problem caused by the imbalanced focus on the law by itself. 

[December 1888] The third angel's message is the proclamation of the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ. The commandments of God 
have been proclaimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ has not been proclaimed by 
Seventh-day Adventists as of equal importance, the law and the gospel going hand in 
hand. I cannot find language to express this subject in its fullness.43 

[June 1889] The message that was given to the people in these meetings presented in 
clear lines not alone the commandments of God--a part of the third angel's message--but 
the faith of Jesus, which comprehends more than is generally supposed. And it will be 
well for the third angel's message to be proclaimed in all its parts, for the people need 
every jot and tittle of it. If we proclaim the commandments of God and leave the other 
half scarcely touched, the message is marred in our hands.44 

The present message that God has made it the duty of His servants to give to the 
people is no new or novel thing. It is an old truth that has been lost sight of, just as Satan 
made his masterly efforts that it should be. The Lord has a work for every one of His 
loyal people to do to bring the faith of Jesus into the right place where it belongs--in the 
third angel's message. The law has its important position but is powerless unless the 
righteousness of Christ is placed beside the law to give its glory to the whole royal 
standard of righteousness. "Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good" (Romans 7:12).45 

[September 1889] The soul-saving message, the third angel's message, is the message 
to be given to the world. The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus are both 
important, immensely important, and must be given with equal force and power. The 
first part of the message has been dwelt upon mostly, the last part casually. The faith 
of Jesus is not comprehended. We must talk it, we must live it, we must pray it, and 
educate the people to bring this part of the message into their home life. "Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." Philippians 2:5.46 

                                                

43 1888 217.3 (same manuscript as previous). Also in 3SM 172.2 and 12MR 193.3. 
44 1888 367.1 (Manuscript 30, 1889, "Experience Following the 1888 Minneapolis Conference; The Danger of 

Legalism; Emphasizing Religious Liberty", June 1889). Also in 16MR 227.1. 
45 1888 375.2 (same manuscript as previous). Also in 16MR 235.2. The "powerless" nature of the law outside of 

Christ she describes here is the same point Paul was making in Romans 7 & 8, according to 8:3, "For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh...." The verb "was weak" (astheneo) is defined as "to be weak, feeble, to be without 
strength, powerless" (Thayer). The cause is the flesh. The solution was sending Jesus in that likeness, so the law 
could be seen in Him, the union of humanity with divinity. 

46 1888 430.2 (Manuscript 27, 1889, "Counsels to Ministers," September 13, 1889). Also in 3SM 184.1 and 
8MR 271.2. These last few extracts written in the historical context of the 1888 Minneapolis General Conference 
show the connection between the law and Christ by repeatedly noting the two phrases from Revelation 14:12, "the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus" which by grammatical parallelism she said were the law and the 
gospel. Collections of her statements of these two essential elements of the experience of the end-time people who 
endure, are published elsewhere. The connections are introduced herein, but an exhaustive review of their 
occurrences is left for another time. 
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In the newly published Great Controversy in 1888 Ellen White had noted Wesley's view of 

this essential unity. 

Wesley declared the perfect harmony of the law and the gospel "There is, therefore, 
the closest connection that can be conceived, between the law and the gospel. On the one 
hand, the law continually makes way for and points us to, the gospel; on the other, the 
gospel continually leads us to a more exact fulfilling of the law. The law, for instance, 
requires us to love God, to love our neighbor, to be meek, humble, or holy. We feel that 
we are not sufficient for these things; yea, that 'with man this is impossible;' but we see a 
promise of God to give us that love, and to make us humble, meek, and holy; we lay hold 
of this gospel, of these glad tidings; it is done to us according to our faith; and the 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, 'through faith which is in Christ Jesus.'"47 

The year after the Minneapolis Conference, in a letter to a minister, she recalled the dramatic 

effect of this concept on a listener at the Kansas Camp Meeting. 

Sabbath day Brother Porter was wonderfully exercised. He was in meeting. He said, 
"I thought I was going to faint. I felt that I was dying. I dropped my head on the seat 
before me (and) when I raised my head, I was revolutionized. Every point which had 
been clouded with darkness was clear as Eld. A.T. Jones has presented it. I wrote it and 
as the Lord had presented it to me in a clear line from Adam down, the righteousness of 
Christ in the law."48 

The next month in Rome, New York, she addressed the theme of "Christ and the Law" in a 

sermon by that title. 

We read in the following verse, verse 17, "Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil." What made them think that? 
It was because, notwithstanding they had had Christ represented in the typical offerings 
and sacrifices, they could not get it out of their minds that it was the law, the law, the 
law that they must dwell upon as their entrance into heaven. And here Christ comes in 
with His lesson, not to detract from the law, but to reveal to them the old light in new 
settings. He comes to reveal that light in the framework of the gospel, that they might 
understand in regard to this light that it was essential for them to have.49 

                                                

47 GC88 263.1. It should be noted that her previous coverage of Wesley in The Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 4, 
Chapter 10 (1884), did not include these observations. 

48 1888 299.1 (Letter 50, 1889, To J. Fargo, May 2, 1889) 
49 1888 337.1 (Manuscript 5, 1889, "Christ and the Law," June 19, 1889). This was the opening paragraph of the 

sermon, after reading Matt. 5:14-16. Also in 1SAT 105.1. 
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Throughout the sermon she developed the theme at length, and implicitly addressed the need 

that existed at that time. Toward the end she became explicit in stating the necessity to "be 

prepared for the time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation." She stated that "God 

has opened to us our strength, and we need to know something about it.... But here is our 

strength, Christ our righteousness."50 She openly spoke of the current struggle. 

Brethren, do not let any of you be thrown off the track. "Well," you say, "What does 
Brother Smith's piece in the Review mean?" He doesn't know what he is talking about; he 
sees trees as men walking. Everything depends upon our being obedient to God's 
commandments. Therefore he takes those that have been placed in false settings and he 
binds them in a bundle as though we were discarding the claims of God's law, when it is 
no such thing. It is impossible for us to exalt the law of Jehovah unless we take hold of 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

My husband understood this matter of the law, and we have talked night after night 
until neither of us would sleep. And it is the very principles the people are striving for. 
They want to know that Christ accepts them as soon as they come to Him. I want to tell 
you, brethren, that light is sown for the righteous, and truth for the upright in heart. 

Now, we want to be a people who carry with us joy and gladness and we never can do 
it unless we carry with us Jesus Christ. If we sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
even Jesus Christ the righteous. Then I do not need to be mourning all the days of my 
life, for Christ has risen. He is not in Joseph's new tomb, He is with the Father. And how 
is He there? As a Lamb slain, and He bears in His hands the marks of the crucifixion. "I 
bear them on the palms of my hands." O, if this does not fill us with hope and gratitude, 
what will? 

I have had the question asked, "What do you think of this light that these men are 
presenting? Why, I have been presenting it to you for the last 45 years--the matchless 
charms of Christ. This is what I have been trying to present before your minds. When 
Brother Waggoner brought out these ideas in Minneapolis, it was the first clear teaching 
on this subject from any human lips I had heard, excepting the conversations between 
myself and my husband. I have said to myself, It is because God has presented it to me in 
vision that I see it so clearly, and they cannot see it because they have never had it 
presented to them as I have. And when another presented it, every fiber of my heart said, 
Amen.51 

                                                

50 Ibid. 347.2. Also in 1SAT 115.2. 
51 Ibid. 348.1 to 348.4. Also in 1SAT 116.1-4. The statement, "My husband understood this matter...," should be 

connected with her reflections of James White's comments just prior to his death in 1881, recorded in PH168 54.2, 
"It is a duty which we owe to ourselves and to the cause of God to rest from the heat of battle and to give to our 
people the precious light of truth which God has opened to our minds. I feel assured there is a crisis before us. We 
should preserve our physical and mental powers for future service. The glorious subject of Redemption should 
long ago have been more fully presented to the people...." (This is also referenced in LS 247.2 and 1T 106.1.) 
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The next year, 1890, during the lengthy ministerial Bible School held at Battle Creek, she 

published in the February 4 Review and Herald an article entitled, "The Relation of Christ to the 

Law Is Not Understood." 

We have only glimmering light in regard to the exceeding breadth of the law of God. 
The law spoken from Sinai is a transcript of God's character. Many who claim to be 
teachers of the truth have no conception of what they are handling when they are 
presenting the law to the people, because they have not studied it; they have not put their 
mental powers to the task of understanding its significance. Their God-given powers are 
diverted and misapplied, and they come far short of apprehending what is truth. They 
have a smattering of knowledge, but they do not understand the relation of Christ to the 
law, and cannot present it in such a way as to unfold the plan of salvation to their hearers; 
for they do not let Christ into their hearts, or bring him into their discourses. They do not 
feel in their souls that they must plow deeper in their search for truth, so that they may 
declare the whole counsel of God. 

Christ's relation to the law is but faintly understood, but ignorance will not excuse 
any man for acting contrary to the principles of the law and the gospel. Many of those 
who claim to believe the testing truths for these last days, act as though God took no note 
of their disrespect of, and manifest disobedience to, the principles of his holy law. The 
law is the expression of his will, and it is through obedience to that law that God 
proposes to accept the children of men as his sons and daughters. The consequences of 
transgression reach into eternity, and none of us can afford to be novices in regard to the 
deep mysteries of salvation. We should understand the relation of Christ to the moral 
law.  

Our righteousness is found in obedience to God's law through the merits of Jesus 
Christ.... An infinite sacrifice has been made that the moral image of God may be 
restored to man, through willing obedience to all the commandments of God. Exceeding 
great is our salvation, for ample provision has been made through the righteousness of 
Christ, that we may be pure, entire, wanting nothing.  

The plan of salvation opens before the repenting, believing sinner prospects for 
eternity which the greatest stretch of his imagination cannot compass. If man will keep 
God's law through faith in Christ, the treasures of heaven will be at his disposal; but the 
opposite of this will be the result if we refuse to obey God. Man cannot possibly meet the 
demands of the law of God in human strength alone. His offerings, his works, will all be 
tainted with sin. A remedy has been provided in the Saviour, who can give to man the 
virtue of his merit, and make him co-laborer in the great work of salvation. Christ is 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption to those who believe in him, and who 
follow in his steps. Jesus came to our world to make manifest in his life the character of 
God. He took upon him our nature, combining humanity with divinity. He set before us a 
perfect example of holy obedience to God's law, and we are exhorted, "Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus".... 

As long as we are content with our limited knowledge, we are disqualified to obtain 
rich views of truth. We cannot comprehend the facts connected with the atonement, and 
the high and holy character of God's law. The church to whom God has intrusted the 
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treasures of truth needs to be converted. If we are blessed, we can bless others; but if we 
do not receive the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we cannot give forth light to others. There is 
a sad lack of genuine conversion among us. We do not put forth personal effort that souls 
may have a true knowledge of what constitutes repentance, faith and remission of sins. 
Our ministering brethren make a decided failure of doing their work in a manner directed 
by the Lord. They fail to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. They have not gained 
an experience through personal communion with God, or a true knowledge of what 
constitutes Christian character; therefore many are baptized who have no fitness for this 
sacred ordinance, but who are knit to self and the world. They have not seen Christ or 
received him by faith.  

Those who begin to study the law of God, and to reach the vital truths connected with 
the great plan of redemption, will find that they have known but little of the truth as it is 
in Jesus. Christ revealed in the New Testament, is Christ revealed in the Old Testament. I 
have been shown that in both the Old and the New Testament are mines of truth that have 
scarcely been touched. The truths revealed in the Old Testament are the truths of the 
gospel of Christ....52 

In the next month's Review and Herald, she reaffirmed the unity of Christ and the law in yet 

another article. 

Brethren, shall we not all of us leave our loads there? and when we leave this 
meeting, may it be with the truth burning in our souls like fire shut up in our bones. You 
will meet with those who will say, "You are too much excited over this matter. You are 
too much in earnest. You should not be reaching for the righteousness of Christ, and 
making so much of that. You should preach the law." As a people, we have preached the 
law until we are as dry as the hills of Gilboa that had neither dew nor rain. We must 
preach Christ in the law, and there will be sap and nourishment in the preaching that 
will be as food to the famishing flock of God. We must not trust in our own merits at all, 
but in the merits of Jesus of Nazareth. Our eyes must be anointed with eye-salve. We 
must draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to us, if we come in his own appointed 
way. O that you may go forth as the disciples did after the day of Pentecost, and then 
your testimony will have a living ring, and souls will be converted to God.53 

                                                

52 RH, February 4, 1890, paragraphs 1-4, 7, 8 
53 1888 560.4. "Christ Prayed for Unity Among His Disciples," RH, March 11, 1890, paragraph 13; note the 

connections to the Laodicean Message and the Latter Rain. This article was edited from Manuscript 10, 1890, a talk 
the month before, February 6, 1890, to the ministerial Bible School in Battle Creek (Manuscript 10, 1890, entitled 
"Who Will Accept the Light from Heaven?"), in which the negative words of a law-only focus were even stronger. 
"And when you go from this place, Oh be so full of the message that it is like fire shut up in your bones, that you 
cannot hold your peace. It is true men will say, 'You are too excited; you are making too much of this matter, and 
you do not think enough of the law; now, you must think more of the law; don't be all the time reaching for this 
righteousness of Christ, but build up the law.' Let the law take care of itself. We have been at work on the law 
until we get as dry as the hills of Gilboa, without dew or rain. Let us trust in the merits of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 
May God help us that our eyes may be anointed with eyesalve, that we may see. God helping us, we will draw nigh 
to Him, and He says he will draw nigh to us. Do we believe? Will we come in God's appointed way? May the Lord 



 21 

Two months later she lamented again the lack of understanding the unity of Christ and the 

law. In an article entitled "Living Channels of Light" clearly written to address the opposition in 

the ministry to the message of the righteousness of Christ, due to criticism, prejudice, and self-

exaltation, she warned in language that predicted her conclusions 6 years later-- 

The third angel's message will not be comprehended, the light which will lighten the 
earth with its glory will be called a false light, by those who refuse to walk in its 
advancing glory. The work that might have been done, will be left undone by the 
rejecters of truth, because of their unbelief. We entreat of you who oppose the light of 
truth, to stand out of the way of God's people. Let Heaven-sent light shine forth upon 
them in clear and steady rays. God holds you to whom this light has come, responsible 
for the use you make of it. Those who will not hear will be held responsible; for the truth 
has been brought within their reach, but they despised their opportunities and privileges. 
Messages bearing the divine credentials have been sent to God's people; the glory, the 
majesty, the righteousness of Christ, full of goodness and truth, have been presented; the 
fullness of the Godhead in Jesus Christ has been set forth among us with beauty and 
loveliness, to charm all whose hearts were not closed with prejudice.54 

She closed the article with the observation those repeated the theme we have been tracing. 

The relation of Christ to the law is but faintly comprehended. Some preach the law, 
and feel that their brethren are not doing their whole duty if they do not present the 
subject in the very same way in which they do. These brethren shrink from the 
presentation of justification by faith, but just as soon as Christ is discovered in his true 
position in relation to the law, the misconception that has existed on this important matter 
will be removed. The law and the gospel are so blended that the truth cannot be presented 
as it is in Jesus, without blending these subjects in perfect agreement. The law is the 
gospel of Christ veiled; the gospel of Jesus is nothing more or less than the law defined, 
showing its far-reaching principles.55 

Later that year, in an article in the November 4 Review and Herald entitled "Christ the Way 

of Life" she developed the same theme.  

"Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him 
that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 

                                                

help us and enlighten us, that we may go forth from this place as they went forth to proclaim the truth after the day 
of Pentecost; and there were souls converted; they could not resist the testimony." (1888 557.1&2) 

54 RH 5/17/1890, paragraph 6; the righteousness of Christ was mentioned explicitly in paragraphs 2-6, criticism 
in paragraph 5, prejudice in paragraph 6, and self-exaltation in paragraph 7. The conclusions 6 years later will be 
noted in the June 6, 1896 letter to Uriah Smith covered later in this overview. 

55 Ibid., paragraph 9 
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righteousness." Righteousness is obedience to the law. The law demands righteousness, 
and this the sinner owes to the law; but he is incapable of rendering it. The only way in 
which he can attain to righteousness is through faith. By faith he can bring to God the 
merits of Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of his Son to the sinner's account. 
Christ's righteousness is accepted in place of man's failure, and God receives, pardons, 
justifies, the repentant, believing soul, treats him as though he were righteous, and loves 
him as he loves his Son. This is how faith is accounted righteousness; and the pardoned 
soul goes on from grace to grace, from light to a greater light. He can say with rejoicing, 
"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life."56 

The next month in her diary for Sabbath, December 27, the entire entry was devoted to the 

theme of uniting Christ and the law. 

I feel the burden on my soul to present not only the law but the gospel. One is not 
complete without the other. We hear so many who are deceived by the enemy constantly 
claiming, "I am saved; I am saved;" but you present God's great moral standard of 
righteousness before them, and they show such contempt of God's rule of righteousness 
that we know that they do not know what it means to be saved. They have caught up the 
words, and repeat them parrot-like, while they know nothing of saving grace. The heart 
is not in harmony with the law of God, but is at enmity with that law. Thus was the great 
rebel in heaven. Will the Lord take men and women to heaven who have no respect for 
the law of His universe?  

There is an enemy constantly at work to make of none effect the holy law of God. He 
has woven into the theology of today His perilous errors, that exalt a spurious Sabbath 
and trample down the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, so that God is dishonored 
and the man of sin has exalted himself above God and above all that is worshiped. The 
professed Christian world have accepted Satan's lie and discarded the words of God, as 
did Adam and Eve. People say unto us smooth things, they prophesy deceits. 

What is to bring the sinner to the knowledge of his sins unless he knows what sin is? 
The only definition of sin in the Word of God is given us in 1 John 3:4: "Sin is the 
transgression of the law." The sinner must be made to feel that he is a transgressor. 
Christ dying upon the cross of Calvary is drawing his attention. Why did Christ die? 
Because it was the only means for man to be saved. He became our substitute and surety. 
He took upon Himself our sins that He might impute His own righteousness to all who 
believe in Him. The love of Jesus Christ displayed for man in the sufferings He endured 
on the cross of Calvary is a mystery even to the angelic host of heaven. Amazing love of 
the Father to give His Son to die to ransom the sinner! Oh, what love, what inexpressible 
love!  

                                                

56 RH, November 4, 1890, paragraph 7. Also in FW 101.1 and 1SM 367.1, and in part in AG 265.3 and 6BC 
1073.8. 
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The goodness and the love of God lead the sinner to repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. The awakened sinner, convicted of sin by the true display 
of the love of God, is pointed to the law he has transgressed. It calls to him to repent, yet 
there is no saving quality in law to pardon the transgression of law, and his case seems 
hopeless. But the law draws him to Christ. However deep are his sins of transgression, 
the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse him from all sin.  

There is a necessity of dwelling upon the love of Jesus Christ; this is essential. But it 
is not all that must be spoken. The great standard of character--God's holy law, with all 
its solemn injunctions--should be distinctly set forth, together with the circumstances of 
the giving of the law from Mount Sinai in awful grandeur. The Lord Jesus Christ was 
there in person. He spoke that law, and gave the commandments, which are unalterable, 
unchangeable, and eternal in their character.  

While we dwell upon the paternal character of God, and His love expressed for 
man in the gift of His only begotten Son, we must tell people why such a costly sacrifice 
was necessary. It was because of sin. What is sin? The transgression of the law. Only 
the Son of God could pay the penalty, and that by His own humiliation and death. As 
men look at the cross, conscience will be aroused. They will see the majesty of the law, 
the holiness of God, and their own unlikeness to His character. They will flee for refuge 
to Jesus Christ, who can cleanse them from every stain of sin and adopt them into the 
royal family, making them sons of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Then will the 
words of the prayer He offered to His Father be verified: "I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, 
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given 
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. . . . And I have declared unto 
them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them." John 17:23-26.  

Every discourse given should be of that practical character which will show sinners 
the sinfulness of sin in the light of the law of God. It should lift up before them the sin-
pardoning Redeemer, who gave His life that He might draw them unto Himself and 
ransom them from the power of Satan, by the price of His own sacrifice of ease, of 
pleasure, of honor, of glory in coming to a world all scarred and marred with the curse. 
Thus He became man's surety and substitute, and stands in the place of the 
transgressor of God's law. He suffered--the Guiltless for the guilty--that He might make 
it possible for all to believe on Him and accept Him as their personal Saviour, and for 
God to accept them in one Beloved.  

Some feel relieved after they have stamped down the righteous, holy law of Jehovah, 
as one minister described: "I feel better after giving the old law a run, and after 
denouncing it as a yoke of bondage. I pronounce it a bloody old law, dead and buried, 
and undeserving of a gravestone." Is not this the very way Cain felt when he brought a 
sacrifice to God without the shedding of blood? He was so provoked with Abel that he 
could not tolerate him, because Abel did not accept his reasoning but followed the 
injunction of God. He mingled with his offering the blood of the victim representing the 
efficacious offering, the real person of Christ, as a Lamb without blemish. "Not as Cain, 
who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because 
his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous." 1 John 3:12.  
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Let not one declaim against the law of God, and let not one rail out against the 
sacrificial offerings. If men were abiding in Christ, if they had a knowledge of His 
relation to the law, they could not make a raid against the law. Christ Himself was the 
One who devised the system of the Jewish economy. In the symbols and typical 
sacrifices to represent the great Offering that was to be made, He would teach to Adam 
and Eve and all the human family the lesson that without the shedding of blood there is 
no pardon for transgression and sin.  

Take not the position that men can be moved by the presentation of the love of God 
alone. You may build ever so fine a structure, but it is without foundation. Dig deep, lay 
the foundation on Christ alone--a crucified Redeemer who died for the transgressor 
that he should not perish but have eternal life. How? Only by coming back to his 
allegiance to God's holy law. "Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Acts 20:21.  

The law and the gospel go hand in hand. The one is the complement of the other. 
The law without faith in the gospel of Christ cannot save the transgressor of law. The 
gospel without the law is inefficient and powerless. The law and the gospel are a perfect 
whole. The Lord Jesus laid the foundation of the building, and He lays "the headstone 
thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." Zechariah 4:7. He is the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. The two blended--the gospel of Christ and the law of God--produce the love and 
faith unfeigned.57 

In her diary again the next year, 1891, she observed again the danger of an incomplete 

message. 

Many remarks have been made to the effect that in our campmeetings the speakers 
have dwelt upon the law, the law, and not on Jesus. This statement is not strictly true, 
but have not the people had some reason for making these remarks? Have not there stood 
in the desk, as mouthpieces for God, men who had not a genuine experience in heavenly 
things, men who had not received the righteousness of Christ Jesus? Many of our 
ministers have merely sermonized, presenting subjects in an argumentative way and 
scarcely mentioning the saving power of the Redeemer. Not having themselves 
partaken of the living bread from heaven, their testimony was destitute of nourishment, 
destitute of the saving blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all sin. Their offering 
resembled the offering of Cain. He brought to the Lord the fruit of the ground, which, in 
itself, was acceptable in God's sight. Very good, indeed, was the fruit, but the virtue of 
the offering, the blood of Christ, represented by the blood of the slain lamb, was lacking. 

                                                

57 1888 779.4 to 783.2 (Manuscript 53, 1890). Her observations that when the sinner understands it correctly 
"the law draws him to Christ," and that all must "see the majesty of the law, the holiness of God, and their own 
unlikeness to His character... [and then they] will flee for refuge to Jesus Christ"--these dynamics predicted the stand 
she would take over four years later on "the law in Galatians" issue, which we will consider in the flow of events 
traced herein. There she will again use (as she did here twice) the words of Acts 20:21 in relation to the law. 
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So it is in Christless sermons. Men are not pricked in the heart; they do not inquire, 
"What shall I do to be saved?"58 

1892-1900, In Australia 

In an article in the Review and Herald the fall of 1892, she addressed again the end-time 

context of the importance of the message in an article "The Perils and Privileges of the Last 

Days." She explicitly labeled the message that had begun with that of Revelation 18. 

The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already 
begun in the revelation of the righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. 
This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth. For it 
is the work of every one to whom the message of warning has come, to lift up Jesus, to 
present him to the world as revealed in types, as shadowed in symbols, as manifested in 
the revelations of the prophets, as unveiled in the lessons given to his disciples and in the 
wonderful miracles wrought for the sons of men. Search the Scriptures; for they are they 
that testify of him.  

If you would stand through the time of trouble, you must know Christ, and 
appropriate the gift of his righteousness, which he imputes to the repentant sinner. 
Human wisdom will not avail to devise a plan of salvation. Human philosophy is vain, 
the fruits of the loftiest powers of man are worthless, aside from the great plan of the 
divine Teacher. No glory is to redound to man; all human help and glory lies in the dust; 
for the truth as it is in Jesus is the only available agent by which man may be saved. Man 
is privileged to connect with Christ, and then the divine and the human combine; and in 
this union the hope of man must rest alone; for it is as the Spirit of God touches the soul 
that the powers of the soul are quickened, and man becomes a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. He was manifested to bring life and immortality to light. He says, "The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life." The psalmist declares, "The entrance 
of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple."  

Then let us study the word of God, that we may know him in whom there is no 
darkness at all. Jesus says, "He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." The theme that attracts the heart of the sinner is Christ, and him 
crucified. On the cross of Calvary, Jesus stands revealed to the world in unparalleled 
love. Present him thus to the hungering multitudes, and the light of his love will win men 
from darkness to light, from transgression to obedience and true holiness. Beholding 
Jesus upon the cross of Calvary arouses the conscience to the heinous character of sin 
as nothing else can do. It was sin that caused the death of God's dear Son, and sin is the 
transgression of the law. On him was laid the iniquities of us all. The sinner then 
consents unto the law that it is good; for he realizes that it condemns his evil deeds, 
while he magnifies the matchless love of God in providing for him salvation through the 
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imputed righteousness of Him who knew no sin, in whose mouth there was found no 
guile.59 

The next June, in a Signs of the Times article, she continued the same theme. 

The grace of Christ and the law of God are inseparable. In Jesus mercy and truth 
are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other. In His life and 
character He not only reveals the character of God, but the possibility of man. He was the 
representative of God and the exemplar of humanity. He presented to the world what 
humanity might become when united by faith with divinity. The only-begotten Son of 
God took upon Him the nature of man, and established His cross between earth and 
heaven. Through the cross, man was drawn to God, and God to man. Justice moved from 
its high and awful position, and the heavenly hosts, the armies of holiness, drew near to 
the cross, bowing with reverence; for at the cross justice was satisfied. Through the cross 
the sinner was drawn from the stronghold of sin, from the confederacy of evil, and at 
every approach to the cross his heart relents and in penitence he cries, "It was my sins 
that crucified the Son of God." At the cross he leaves his sins, and through the grace of 
Christ his character is transformed. The Redeemer raises the sinner from the dust, and 
places him under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As the sinner looks upon the Redeemer, 
he finds hope, assurance, and joy. Faith takes hold of Christ in love. Faith works by love, 
and purifies the soul.60 

January of 1895 she published an article in the Signs of the Times entitled "Obedience to 

God's Word Required" in which she addressed again Christ's relationship to the law. 

Jesus has made it evident that his attitude to the law was one of loyalty. He says, 
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill." There are some who tell the people to throw the Old Testament into the 
fire; but such statements are not in harmony with what Jesus told the people. Jesus 
declared that his work was not to destroy the law or the prophets, but to fulfill them. He 
came to magnify the law, to exalt its honor, to show by his suffering and death that the 
law is immutable, and that God cannot annul its penalty for transgression. He further 
declared: "Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven." He showed them what it was that constituted the sin of 

                                                

59 RH, November 22, 1892, paragraphs 7-9. Also in 1888 1073.7 to 1074.1. 
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describe how agape "believeth all things" (1 Corinthians 13:7). 
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the Pharisees, that, though they were punctilious in the observance of outward forms, 
they did not in heart obey the commandments of God. "For I say unto you, That except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

The attitude of Christ to the law is unmistakable, but how men have presumed to 
misstate, misapply, and pervert his words! They have drawn an altogether different lesson 
from that which he designed to teach, and have therefore put themselves under the 
condemnation that Christ pronounced upon the Pharisees: "Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even 
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 
iniquity."61 

In May of the same year, in the well-published letter to O. A. Olsen, she again showed the 

unity of the righteousness of Christ and the law, as brought to God's people through the 

Minneapolis messengers. 

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through 
Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring more prominently before the 
world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It presented 
justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the 
righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the 
commandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes 
directed to His divine person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human family. 
All power is given into His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting 
the priceless gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the 
message that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the third angel's message, 
which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His 
Spirit in a large measure. 

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious work as the Lamb slain, sitting 
upon the throne, to dispense the priceless covenant blessings, the benefits He died to 
purchase for every soul who should believe on Him. John could not express that love in 
words; it was too deep, too broad; he calls upon the human family to behold it. Christ is 
pleading for the church in the heavenly courts above, pleading for those for whom He 
paid the redemption price of His own life blood. Centuries, ages, can never diminish the 
efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. This message of the gospel of His grace was to be 
given to the church in clear and distinct lines, that the world should no longer say, 
Seventh-day Adventists talk the law, the law, but do not preach or believe Christ.62 
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The next month she published a two-part article in The Bible Echo, entitled "Christ and the 

Law." She demonstrated by many texts from the gospels with "what honour Christ held the law 

of the Father."63 She then again wove the law and the gospel together. 

The cross of Calvary testifies to the immutability of the law of God. That law is a 
transcript of God's character, the standard of character for all human intelligences. It 
could not be changed, not one precept of it could be altered, to meet man in his fallen 
condition. But our God, having committed Himself to the amazing work of our 
redemption, in giving His only begotten Son resolved that He would spare nothing, 
however costly, that was essential in saving the soul of the sinner. All the resources of 
heaven were given to accomplish this great work. He would not have it said by worlds 
unfallen, by the universe of heaven, by Satan's kingdom, by an apostate world, that His 
gift could have a rival, or in any way have been greater.  

Having given Jesus, the great Gift, God gave all heaven with Him. He would bless 
immeasurably the great groundwork of the redemption of a lost world; He would 
surround the world with favours; He would heap gift on gift; and He opens for all 
who, through faith in Christ, will receive His gift, the treasures of eternal life. He 
established His throne on earth by the Holy Spirit's power, to convince the world of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; that Christ, through His Holy Spirit, might live 
in all the powers of the soul, sending through it a perpetual current of joy and blessedness 
in obedience to all of God's commandments. These commandments are given to 
counter-work the working of Satan, who impels the human family to disobedience of 
God's plainly expressed will.  

O, what a God of love, what a Father we have, who in Christ gave Himself for a 
perishing world. The Lord God can never surpass this exhibition of His love. Never can 
there be a richer display of His grace, His love, to a world fallen. The cross of Calvary 
has rolled away the thick darkness from before the throne of God, and revealed an eternal 
weight of glory. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."  

This love of God is demonstrated by all who keep His commandments.64 

In a letter November 20, 1895 to A. O. Tait, written shortly after the Armadale Camp 

Meeting,65 she described Paul's approach to the law and gospel topic, tailored for his different 

hearers. 
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We know that the apostle did not sacrifice one jot of principle. He did not allow 
himself to be led away by the sophistry and maxims of men. He was not to coincide with 
the suppositions and assurances of men who were teaching for doctrine the 
commandments of men; because iniquity and transgression were in the ascendancy and 
advancing, he did not allow his love to wax cold. All zeal and earnestness are to be 
retained; but at the same time some features of our faith, if expressed, would, by the 
elements with which you have to deal, arouse prejudice at once.  

Paul could be as zealous as any of the most zealous, in his allegiance to the law of 
God, and show that he was perfectly familiar with the Old Testament Scriptures. He 
could dwell upon the types and shadows that typified Christ; he could exalt Christ, and 
tell all about Christ and His special work in behalf of humanity, and what a field he had 
to explore. He could advance most precious light upon the prophecies, that they had not 
seen; and yet he would not offend them. Thus the foundation was laid nicely, that when 
the time came that their spirits softened, he could say in the language of John, Behold in 
Jesus Christ, who was made flesh, and dwelt among us, the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world. 

To the Gentiles, he preached Christ as their only hope of salvation, but did not at first 
have anything to say upon the law. But after their hearts were warmed with the 
presentation of Christ as the gift of God to our world, and what was comprehended in 
the work of the Redeemer in the costly sacrifice to manifest the love of God to man, in 
the most eloquent simplicity he showed that love for all mankind--Jew and Gentile--that 
they might be saved by surrendering their hearts to Him. Thus when, melted and 
subdued, they gave themselves to the Lord, he presented the law of God as the test of 
their obedience. This was the manner of his working--adapting his methods to win souls. 
Had he been abrupt and unskillful in handling the Word, he would not have reached 
either Jew or Gentile.  

He led the Gentiles along to view the stupendous truths of the love of God, who 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us; and how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? The question was asked why such an immense sacrifice 
was required, and then he went back to the types, and down through the Old Testament 
Scripture, revealing Christ in the law, and they were converted to Christ and to the 
law.66  

The spring of 1895 in Australia (fall in North America), W. W. Prescott presented a series of 

sermons at the camp meeting held at Armadale. At least three of these addressed the essential 

unity of these two themes of Christ and the law together. These three talks were entitled "The 

Faith of Jesus, The Commandments of God, and The Patience of the Saints," "Christ Our 
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Example," and "The Law in Christ; Or, the Relation Between the Law and the Gospel."67 The 

significance of these non-Ellen White documents warrants some lengthy extracts. Observe some 

of the key statements. 

From "The Faith of Jesus, The Commandments of God, and The Patience of the Saints" 

We are to study the law in Jesus Christ, who kept His Father's commandments, and 
then we are to submit to it, that the very life that was manifested in Jesus Christ shall be 
manifested in us. It is more a question of our submitting, and letting that life manifest 
itself, than of our manifesting it.68 

Writing the law in the heart is simply having Christ dwell in us. Christ was the 
living law, the law in life. Christ's Spirit is the Spirit of that divine-human life that lived 
in obedience to God's commandments. That is the Spirit He puts upon us, His other self 
dwelling in us. The law of God is ministered by the Spirit of God.... Some people hang 
the law upon the wall, read it over, and then try to do what it says. They have a terribly 
hard time, and then do not do it. Why?—because they put it up there. That is not where 
God puts it. He says He will put it in your heart, and you are to keep it there.69 

It is a terrible mistake to think that keeping the commandments of God means to take 
the law, look at it, and then make up our minds that we will do it. That means only failure 
and discouragement. It is when we see that Christ is the law of God which we are to 
receive, and when we receive Him, that the law is written in our hearts, and our lives 
are brought into harmony with that law. The law of the Lord is holy, just, and good. We 
cannot make our lives holy, but Christ can do it for us. Oh, that we might see in its true 
light the privilege of being in harmony with God's law. It is the privilege of being like 
Christ, the privilege of leading a true life, the privilege of communing with God, who 
created all things through Jesus Christ. It is the great privilege of humanity to be in 
harmony with God's law.70 

Although we cannot keep the commandments till we get them, that does not mean 
that the precepts of the law will not be lived out in our lives. That is just what will be 
done. No man can do it of himself; but we are to receive the law of God in Jesus Christ 
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and to obey the law of God in Jesus Christ. Then it is that God dwells with us, and the 
law is written in our hearts. 

"Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." It is 
because they keep the faith of Jesus that they keep the commandments. "Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart," said the psalmist, "that I might not sin against Thee." And "sin is the 
transgression of the law." Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the A to Z; and when we 
hide Him in the heart, we hide the Word of God in the heart; and what we keep as a 
living law turns about and keeps us.71 

From "Christ Our Example" 

To everyone who thinks that he cannot obey God's law, I would say, Obey the gospel. 
If you are afraid of the law, obey the gospel, that is enough. What happens to those who 
do not obey the gospel?—"And to you who are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 2 Thess. 1:7-9. Friends, obey the gospel, and I will risk the law. Obey the gospel, 
because we have found in the plainest possible manner that the gospel is simply the law 
in Christ.72 

From "The Law in Christ; Or, the Relation Between the Law and the Gospel" 

Here is where the work of Christ avails for us, and the very object of that work is that 
the righteousness defined by the law, and revealed in the gospel, may be fulfilled in us.73 

In His life among men Christ became the righteousness which was defined in the 
law. "The law was given by Moses but grace and truth [grace and the reality] came by 
Jesus Christ." John 1:17. In the law, considered merely as a code, we have only the form 
of truth, but Christ is the Truth.... The law gives the form, but Christ is the reality. 
Christ had the law in His heart, and so His life was the law in living characters.74 

By the law sin is revealed; in the gospel righteousness is revealed. By the law the 
disease is made known; in the gospel of Christ the cure is found. This is the first step in 
the relation between the law and the gospel.75 

But after the law is thus by faith established in the heart by abiding in Christ, and 
having Him, who is the living law, abide in us, then the fruit of such a union with Christ 
will appear in the life. "He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit" (John 15:5), and thus are we "filled with the fruits of righteousness." Phil. 1:11. 
And now the law, which revealed sin but could not confer righteousness, witnesses to the 
character of the righteousness which we have received through faith in Christ. "But now 
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the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and 
the prophets." Rom. 3:21. The law reveals sin by defining righteousness, by showing us 
the character of God. The gospel reveals righteousness. "Therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed." Rom.1:17. We receive this righteousness as the free gift of God in 
receiving Jesus Christ. The law cannot give us what we need. It urges us to Christ, 
where we receive what it demands but cannot bestow. Then we return to the same 
law, and it bears witness to the fact that the righteousness we have received in 
Christ Jesus is the very righteousness which it demands but cannot impart.76 

Observe the difference between the law of God as a rigid code and the same law 
coming to us in Christ. A command which out of Christ is a rigid code, in Christ 
becomes a living promise. The law, out of Christ, simply a rigid code, says, "Thou 
shalt," and "thou shalt not." But that same law in Christ becomes a living promise. 
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises." 2 Pet. 1:4. "In every 
command or injunction that God gives, there is a promise, the most positive, underlying 
the commandment." [MB76.] When we read:  "Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth," that is clearly a promise. When we read in the law:  "Thou shalt not 
kill," we read it out of Christ simply as a command, or we may know it in Christ as a 
living promise. That is, He in His life promises each one, "Thou shalt not kill." I cannot 
of myself help hating, which is breaking the sixth commandment. I am trying not to do it, 
and yet I do it. I turn about, and find that that same command in Christ, written by the 
Spirit of the living God on the fleshy tables of the heart, has brightened into a promise, 
and it says, "I have a promise to make to you. You have received Me; you shall not kill." 

Outside of Christ, as a code, the law says, " Thou shalt not steal;" but I cannot help it. 
Then I turn about, and find that that law in Christ has brightened into a promise, and it 
reads to me, "You are the one that has been stealing. I have a promise to make to you. 
You shall not steal." 

The law reveals sin by defining righteousness, and then drives us to Christ, who 
is the centre of the gospel. There the righteousness of the law is revealed. 

Partial obedience is a very thorny path; full obedience is the easy yoke promised us. 
When we tell the Lord that we will keep all His commandments, He immediately takes 
possession of us, and says we shall. We do not abolish the law through faith; on the 
contrary, "it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which 
enables us to render obedience." [SC60, 61.] But this is accomplished, not by 
commanding the believer, "Thou shalt," but by shedding abroad in his heart the love of 
God which gives him the blessed assurance of "Thou wilt." Not, thou must fulfil the law, 
else thou canst not live; but, because thou art now living in "the Living One," thou wilt 
fulfil the law. This is righteousness by faith. This is the gospel. 77 

We are now prepared to summarise the results of our study upon the relation 
between the law and the gospel. We have found that the law reveals sin by defining the 
standard of righteousness, and that in the gospel the righteousness required by the law is 
revealed. We have found that the gospel is the gospel of Christ, and that the righteousness 
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77 The Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, June 1, 1896, p. 164.1-4 



 33 

which is revealed in it is the righteousness wrought out for us by Christ through a life of 
perfect obedience to the law of God. Thus the gospel is God's provision not merely for 
fulfilling the requirements of the law for us in Christ, but also for fulfilling the 
requirements of the same law in us through Christ, and this is accomplished by 
receiving Christ, the very embodiment of the law, into our hearts by faith, so that "it is no 
longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me." Gal. 2:20, R.V., margin. 

The fruit of such a union with Christ is seen in a life which is in harmony with that 
same law which was the inspiration of His life, and the law which at first revealed sin 
now bears witness to the genuine character of that righteousness "which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ." And thus what the law could not do in that it was weak through our flesh, 
has been done for us by putting that same law into the flesh in Christ, and through Him 
into our flesh, "that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Rom. 8:4. 

This brings us to the conclusion that THE GOSPEL IS SIMPLY THE LAW IN 
CHRIST, and therefore an attempt to abolish the law is an attempt to abolish Christ and 
the gospel, and an attempt to change the law is in attempt to change the character of 
Christ and to thwart the purpose of the gospel. A heart filled with love to Christ and the 
spirit of truth will seek no such results, but will thankfully say: "Abundant peace have 
they who love Thy law; and it is no stumbling block to them." Ps. 119:165, Spurrill's 
Translation. See margin of A.V.78 

Five days after the last section of "The Law in Christ" was published in The Bible Echo, 

Ellen White dictated from her sick bed (in an unusual exception to her usual method of writing) a 

brief six-paragraph letter to Uriah Smith taking a stand for apparently the first time on the 

meaning of Galatians 3:24, the much-argued "law in Galatians" text. Before giving these six 

paragraphs, let's consider briefly their content. The simplicity in her first paragraph of the 

declaration about the law referred to by Paul must not obscure the profound nature of the 

implications, of the law in Christ as unfolded in Galatians in the new covenant experience of 

being justified by faith. In the second paragraph what she stated reverberates with application 

down to our day regarding God's intent with this truth at Minneapolis, and Satan's success in 

keeping it from the church and the world, effectively blocking "in a great measure" and "in a 

great degree" as of that date the Latter Rain experience and the resulting empowerment of the 

Loud Cry message. Then, after a clearly marked break in the published letter, she briefly 
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explained the law in Christ concept in the remaining four paragraphs, clearly indebted, under 

the Spirit's guidance, to Prescott's ideas and even his closing text. Observe this letter in its 

brevity and seriousness, a letter that might be called her most important ever sent.79  

"The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith." In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the 
moral law. The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ, and to flee 
unto him for pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept this truth, lay at 
the foundation of a large share of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the 
Lord's message through Brethren Waggoner and Jones. By exciting that opposition, 
Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, the special power 
of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The enemy prevented them from 
obtaining that efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the world, 
as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the 
whole earth with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been 
in a great degree kept away from the world.  

-- 
The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory 

side, as from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the sure guarantee of happiness in 
obedience. As received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy 
to us through eternal ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the 
goodness of God, who by revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness, 
seeks to shield them from the evils that result from transgression.  

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings 
the punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the 
sure result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of 
character, and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men 
separate themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the 
sure result is ruin and death.  

The law is an expression of God's idea: when we receive it in Christ it becomes our 
idea; it lifts us above the power of natural desires and tendencies, above temptations that 
lead to sin. "Great peace have they that love thy law; and nothing shall offend them,"-- 
cause them to stumble.  

There is no peace in unrighteousness; the wicked are at war with God. But he who 
receives the righteousness of the law in Christ is in harmony with heaven. "Mercy and 
truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other."80 
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The following year, perhaps with the Armadale talks in mind, Ellen White published an 

article in The Bible Echo entitled, "The Law and the Gospel." It began with the following 

paragraph. 

The law and the gospel cannot be separated. In Christ mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. The gospel has not ignored the 
obligations due to God by man. The gospel is the law unfolded, nothing more nor less. It 
gives no more latitude to sin than does the law. The law points to Christ; Christ points 
to the law. The gospel calls men to repentance. Repentance of what?--Of sin. And what 
is sin?-It is the transgression of the law. Therefore the gospel calls men from their 
transgression back to obedience to the law of God. Jesus, in His life and death, taught the 
strictest obedience. He died, the just for the unjust, the innocent for the guilty, that the 
honour of God's law might be preserved, and yet man not utterly perish.81  

She explained the danger of separating the two, here the error of exalting only the gospel. 

But the doctrine is now largely taught that the gospel of Christ has made the law of 
God of none effect; that by "believing" we are released from the necessity of being doers 
of the word. But this is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which Christ so unsparingly 
condemned....  

Those who are teaching this doctrine today have much to say in regard to faith and 
the righteousness of Christ; but they pervert the truth, and make it serve the cause of 
error. They declare that we have only to believe on Jesus Christ, and that faith is all-
sufficient: that the righteousness of Christ is to be the sinner's credentials; that this 
imputed righteousness fulfills the law for us, and that we are under no obligation to 
obey the law of God. This class claim that Christ came to save sinners, and that He has 
saved them. "I am saved," they will repeat over and over again. But are they saved while 
transgressing the law of Jehovah?--No; for the garments of Christ's righteousness are not 
a cloak for iniquity. Such teaching is a gross deception, and Christ becomes to these 
persons a stumbling block as He did to the Jews,--to the Jews, because they would not 
receive Him as their personal Saviour, to these professed believers in Christ, because they 
separate Christ and the law, and regard faith as a substitute for obedience. They 
separate the Father and the Son, the Saviour of the world. Virtually they teach, both by 
precept and example, that Christ, by His death, saves men in their transgressions.... 

                                                

80 1888 1575.1 to 1576.3; also in 1SM 234.5 to 235.4 (Letter 96, 1896, To Elder Uriah Smith, June 6, 1896). 
This letter is the only published occurrence of Ellen White's use of the phrase "the law in Christ." Trace the inspired 
negative observations--"opposition," "Satan succeeded," and "the enemy prevented" added up to "the light" of 
Revelation 18:1 being "resisted" and shut or kept "away from" both "our people" and "the world." One evidence of 
this reaction was the decision of Book Committee to reject Prescott's document as containing "fundamental errors." 
(See W. W. Prescott, by Gilbert Valentine, p. 116; also 10MR 350.1 for Ellen White's comments on the Book 
Committee about 3 years later.) 

81  The Bible Echo, February 8, 1897, paragraph 1. (The same article was published the same month also in 
Signs of the Times. See February 25, 1897.)  
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Men may talk of freedom, of gospel liberty. They may assert that they are not in 
bondage to the law. But the influence of a gospel hope will not lead the sinner to look 
upon the salvation of Christ as a matter of free grace, while he continues to live in 
transgression of the law of God. When the light of truth dawns upon his mind, and he 
fully understands the requirements of God, and realizes the extent of his transgressions, 
he will reform his ways, become loyal to God through the strength obtained from his 
Saviour, and lead a new and purer life. "Whosoever abideth in Him," says John, "sinneth 
not; whosoever sinneth, hath not seen Him, neither known Him."82 

The very next month she published in the Signs of the Times an article entitled yet again, 

"Christ and the Law." She described the supreme love owed to God, and the obedience that 

proves that love, in reference to the two great commandments, our inability in ourselves to obey, 

and Christ's bringing to humanity the beauty and magnitude of the law, and the desire and ability 

to live again unselfishly. 

In love, with a desire to elevate and ennoble us, God provided for us a standard of 
obedience. In awful majesty, amid thundering and lightning, he proclaimed from Mount 
Sinai his ten holy precepts. This law reveals the whole duty of the human family; the first 
four precepts define our duty to God, and the last six our duty to man.... 

God requires perfection of character from his children. He demands that his law be 
remembered and meditated upon, that unswerving obedience be rendered to its 
requirements.... But sin entered this world, and by yielding to the temptations of the 
enemy, man became degraded and sinful. His ability to distinguish between right and 
wrong was lost; his power to obey was weakened. Full of sin, he was of himself unable to 
meet God's standard of righteousness.  

God saw man's hopeless condition. He looked with sorrow upon the world, which 
was steadily growing more and more degraded and sinful. He could not change his law to 
meet man's deficiencies; for he says, "My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips." But in his great love for the human race, in his desire that 
man should not be left to meet the penalty of his transgression, but that he should be 
elevated and ennobled, he "gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." Christ laid aside his royal robes, and came 
to this earth, bringing with him a power sufficient to overcome sin. He came to live the 
law of God in humanity, that by partaking of his divine nature, we also might live that 
law.83 

Christ was the representative of the love of the infinite God, and all his words and 
actions were the outflowing of God's love to humanity. And in word and action he was all 
that God required him to be. The law was a controlling power in his life. Ever the 

                                                

82 The Bible Echo, February 8, 1897, paragraphs 6, 7, &10. (Also in Signs of the Times, February 25, 1897) 
83  ST, March 4, 1897, paragraphs 3-5 



 37 

language of his heart was, "I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart."  

This example of obedience is presented to the world. Christ is to be made our pattern 
in all things. He says to us, "Learn of me." "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world." "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father; and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him."  

The law which Christ gave from the mount, and which he exemplified in his sinless 
life, is far-reaching in its character. It condemns every evil action, and demands perfect 
obedience. Those who truly follow Christ will keep God's commandments as he kept 
them....84  

We may say that it is impossible for us to reach God's standard; but when Christ 
came as our substitute and surety, it was as a human being. "He took not on him the 
nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham." He "was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us." With his divinity veiled by humanity, he lived a life of perfect 
obedience to the law of God. "He was tempted in all points, like as we are," that he might 
be "able to succor them that are tempted." He has "given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises; that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust." Shall we, for whom he has done 
and suffered so much, choose our own way in preference to that of God?85  

Obedience must come from the heart. It was heart work with Christ.... If we draw 
near to God, the unfailing source of strength, we shall realize the fulfilment of the 
promise, "Ask, and ye shall receive." If we lift the cross, leaving the results with God, 
who has given us the law which we are trying to keep, we shall find that "all the paths of 
the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies." 

As Christ lived the law in humanity, so we may do if we will take hold of the strong 
for strength. As we realize that we can do nothing of ourselves, we shall receive wisdom 
from on high to honor and glorify God. And as we behold "the glory of the Lord," we 
shall be changed into the same image, "from glory to glory;" and at the last great day we 
shall receive the benediction, "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."86 

Later that year, in September 1897, Ellen White wrote a manuscript that she again entitled, 

"Christ and the Law." This 29-paragraph document was edited down to a 14-paragraph article of 

the same name published in the Signs of the Times, April 14, 1898. The edited portion dealt at 

length with the witness of Jesus on the cross. The paragraphs edited out dealt with the keeping of 
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the commandments, quoting from John's writings, and then addressing "John's testimony in 

regard to the life, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ"--the entire gospel. It closed 

with thoughts on the revelation given to John on Patmos. Within the portion in both documents 

we find the following key paragraphs. 

By the crucifixion of Christ the immutability of the law of God was forever 
established. He was the Son of God, and had it been possible, God would have changed 
the law to meet man in his fallen state. But the law of God is unalterable, and the only 
way that man could be saved was for a Substitute to be provided, who would bear the 
penalty of transgression, and thus give man an opportunity to return to his loyalty....  

What great and wonderful effects have come from the crucifixion of Christ! What a 
view of the character of God His sacrifice has opened to the universe! His love for man, 
far surpassing all human love, has lifted the law of God to its own eternal dignity. The 
attributes of God have been revealed, and the holy requirements of His law have been 
vindicated. The effects of the sacrifice on the cross are still felt; but all who would be 
saved must themselves have an interest in the crucified One.  

In His great suffering, Christ felt no pang of bitterness against His persecutors. He felt 
no remorse for His own sins [for He had none], but for the sins of the fallen race. Those 
who refuse the gift of Christ will one day feel the sting of remorse. Entire obedience to 
the law of God is the condition of salvation. Those who refuse this, who refuse to accept 
Christ, will become embittered against God. When punished for transgression, they will 
feel remorse, despair, and hatred. This will be the experience of all who do not enter into 
Christ's sufferings. It is the sure consequence of sin.... 

By dying on the cross Christ gave His life as an offering for sin, that through His 
power man might turn from his sins, become converted, and be a laborer together with 
God. Greater love than this can never be shown. More could not be done than has been 
done to demonstrate the immutability of the law of God. Christ did not die to abolish the 
law or to detract in the slightest degree from its influence or power. He died to exalt the 
law and make it honorable. Full of goodness, compassion, and love, He hated only one 
thing--sin, "the transgression of the law." In the very act of dying to save that which was 
lost, Christ reached the perfect standard of obedience as our Substitute and Surety. His 
death exemplified the curse of sin.87 

Two years later in 1900 she published in Christ's Object Lessons the material left over on the 

life of Christ after Desire of Ages was published in 1898.88 In a chapter "Things New and Old" 

she addressed principles that clearly applied to the "new" message at that very time. "In every 
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age there is a new development of truth, a message of God to the people of that generation."89 In 

this context she penned: 

No man can rightly present the law of God without the gospel, or the gospel without 
the law. The law is the gospel embodied, and the gospel is the law unfolded. The law is 
the root, the gospel is the fragrant blossom and fruit which it bears.90 

That same year, her last in Australia, she wrote a manuscript with the same title as her 1897 

article in The Bible Echo, "The Law and the Gospel," which was published in edited form two 

years later under that very title, apparently her last article in that periodical. She addressed in this 

document the Sinai experience and the types given Moses. Again our theme of the law and 

Christ appears in the context of 2 Corinthians 3. 

"Much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that 
which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that 
excelleth." Verses 9, 10. It is the province of the law to condemn, but there is no power 
in the law to pardon. The glory that shone upon the face of Moses was the 
righteousness of Christ in the law. He saw to the end of that which was to be abolished 
when type should meet antitype in Jesus Christ. In consequence of the transgression of 
the law of God, death was introduced into the world. The slain lamb typified the Lamb 
of God that was to take away the sin of the world. The full significance of the typical 
offerings pointing to Christ was unfolded to Moses. Death came in consequence of sin. 
Sin was the transgression of the law.  

Christ revealed in the gospel was the propitiation for men's sins, the transgression of 
the law. His perfection of character was placed in man's behalf. The curse of the law 
Christ took upon Himself. It was the seeing to the end of that which was to be abolished, 
that which brought to light the plan of salvation in Christ, -- it was this that illuminated 
the face of Moses.91 

1902, Back in the U.S.A. 

Two years after her return in 1900 to the United States she continued the same theme in an 

article published in the Review and Herald. It likewise was based on Manuscript 58, 1900, using 

more of its contents than The Bible Echo article just referenced, and adding even more material 
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than what was in the original manuscript. The Review and Herald article was given another title, 

"The Righteousness of Christ in the Law." 

The glory that shone on the face of Moses was a reflection of the righteousness of 
Christ in the law. The law itself would have no glory, only that in it Christ is embodied. 
It has no power to save. It is lusterless only as in it Christ is represented as full of 
righteousness and truth. 

The types and shadows of the sacrificial service, with the prophecies, gave the 
Israelites a veiled, indistinct view of the mercy and grace to be brought to the world by 
the revelation of Christ. To Moses was unfolded the significance of the types and 
shadows pointing to Christ. He saw to the end of that which was to be done away when, 
at the death of Christ, type met antitype. He saw that only though Christ can man keep 
the moral law. By transgression of this law man brought sin into the world, and with sin 
came death. Christ became the propitiation for man's sin. He proffered his perfection of 
character in the place of man's sinfulness. He took upon himself the curse of 
disobedience. The sacrifices and offerings pointed forward to the sacrifice he was to 
make. The slain lamb typified the Lamb that was to take away the sin of the world. 

It was seeing the object of that which was to be done away, seeing Christ as revealed 
in the law, that illumined the face of Moses. The ministration of the law, written and 
engraved in stone, was a ministration of death. Without Christ, the transgressor was left 
under its curse, with no hope of pardon. The ministration had of itself no glory, but the 
promised Saviour, revealed in the types and shadows of the ceremonial law, made the 
moral law glorious....  

The law and the gospel are in perfect harmony. Each upholds the other. In all its 
majesty the law confronts the conscience, causing the sinner to feel his need of Christ as 
the propitiation for sin. The gospel recognizes the power and immutability of the law. "I 
had not known sin, but by the law," Paul declares. The sense of sin, urged home by the 
law, drives the sinner to the Saviour. In his need man may present the mighty arguments 
furnished by the cross of Calvary. He may claim the righteousness of Christ; for it is 
imparted to every repentant sinner. God declares, "Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out." "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all righteousness."92 

Six years later found her again publishing an article with the title used 10 years before, this 

time in the Bible Training School, the monthly journal edited by S. N. Haskell and "Devoted to 

the Interest of House to House Bible Work." This journal was begun in New York City in 1902,93 

and by 1908 was published in South Lancaster, Massachusetts. This cover article of 5 paragraphs 

covered the life and death of Jesus in relation to the law. 
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When man, beguiled by Satan, disobeyed the divine law, God could not, even to save 
the lost race, change that law. God is love; His law is an expression of His character. 
To change His law would be to deny Himself; it would overthrow those principles with 
which are bound up the well-being of the whole universe. But in order to save the sinner, 
the Creator sacrificed Himself. The Father suffered in His Son. The measure of God's 
love is Christ. The Saviour's sacrifice was not to create in God a love that had not before 
existed; but it was the expression of a love that had not been appreciated or understood.  

The Son of God in becoming man's substitute, and bearing the curse which should 
fall upon man, pledged Himself in behalf of the race, to maintain the honor of the law of 
God. The Father has given the world into the hands of Christ, that through His 
mediatorial work He may save the sinner, and completely vindicate the claims of the law. 
His mission was to convince men of sin,--which is the transgression of the law, and 
through the merits of His blood, and by His mediation He was to bring them back to 
obedience. Through the sacrifice of Christ, the law could be maintained, and the sinner 
could be pardoned,--not only freed from the power of sin, but renewed "after the image 
of Him that created him." Colossians 3:10.  

The love and justice of God, and also the immutability of His law, are made manifest 
by the Saviour's life, no less than by His death. He assumed human nature with its 
infirmities, its liabilities, its temptations. "Himself took our infirmities and bare our 
sicknesses." Matthew 8:17. "In all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren." Hebrews 2:17. He exercised in His own behalf no power which man can not 
exercise. As man, He met temptation, and overcame in the strength given Him of God. 
He gives us an example of perfect obedience. He has provided that we may become 
partakers of the divine nature and assures us that we may overcome as He overcame. His 
life testified that by the aid of the same divine power which Christ received it is possible 
for man to obey God's law.  

In Christ are united the divine and the human. The Creator and the creature, the 
nature of God, whose law had been transgressed, and nature of Adam, the transgressor, 
meet in Jesus,--the Son of God and the Son of man. And having with His own blood paid 
the price of redemption, having passed through man's experience having in man's behalf 
met and conquered temptation, having, though Himself sinless, borne the shame and guilt 
and burden of sin, He becomes man's advocate and intercessor. What an assurance there 
is to the tempted and struggling soul, what an assurance to the witnessing universe, that 
Christ will be "a merciful and faithful high priest"! Hebrews 2:17.  

What an assurance also that He will be a righteous, just, and compassionate judge. He 
who has measured the power of every subtle temptation of man's cruel foe, who has 
borne every weakness to which man is subject, He who is a Brother in our infirmities,--
will He not deal justly and tenderly with the soul that His own blood has been poured out 
to save? And such is the teaching of His own words, when He said that the Father had 
"given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man." John 
5:27.94 
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Five years before her death, Ellen White published in Signs of the Times another (and 

apparently last) article entitled "Christ and the Law." The material for this was taken exclusively 

from her 1898 The Desire of Ages, from portions of Chapter 9, "Days of Conflict" regarding the 

years of Christ's youth, of Chapter 29 on "The Sabbath," and of Chapter 31, "The Sermon on the 

Mount." From "His strict obedience to the law of God" in His youth,95 "all through His ministry 

to this earth, Christ was a living representative of the law."96 

Christ Himself had given both the moral and the ceremonial law. He did not come to 
destroy confidence in His own instruction. It was because of His great reverence for the 
law and the prophets, that He sought to break through the wall of traditional 
requirements which hemmed in the Jews. While He set aside their false interpretations of 
the law, He carefully guarded His disciples against yielding up the vital truths committed 
to the Hebrews. 

The Pharisees prided themselves on their obedience to the law; yet they knew so little 
of its principles through every-day practise, that to them the Saviour's words sounded like 
heresy. As He swept away the rubbish under which the truth had been buried, they 
thought He was sweeping away the truth itself. They whispered to one another that He 
was making light of the law. He read their thoughts, and answered them, "Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill." 
Here Jesus refutes the charge of the Pharisees. His mission to the world is to vindicate the 
sacred claims of that law which they charge Him with breaking. If the law of God could 
have been changed or abrogated, then Christ need not have suffered the consequences of 
our transgression. He came to explain the relation of the law to man, and to illustrate its 
precepts by His own life of obedience.  

God has given us His holy precepts, because He loves mankind. To shield us from the 
results of transgression, He reveals the principles of righteousness. The law is an 
expression of the thought of God; when received in Christ, it becomes our thought. It 
lifts us above the power of natural desires and tendencies, above temptations that lead to 
sin. God desires us to be happy, and He gave us the precepts of the law that in obeying 
them we might have joy. When at Jesus' birth the angels sang,  

"Glory to God in the highest,  
And on earth peace, good-will toward men"  
they were declaring the principles of the law which He had come to magnify and 

make honorable. 
When the law was proclaimed from Sinai, God made known to men the holiness of 

His character, that by contrast they might see the sinfulness of their own. The law was 
given to convict them of sin, and reveal their need of a Saviour. It would do this as its 
principles were applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit. This work it is still to do. In the 

                                                

95 ST, March 29, 1910, paragraph 2 
96 Ibid., paragraph 4 
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life of Christ the principles of the law are made plain; and as the Holy Spirit of God 
touches the heart, as the light of Christ reveals to men their need of His cleansing blood 
and His justifying righteousness, the law is still an agent in bringing us to Christ, that we 
may be justified by faith.  

"Till heaven and earth pass," said Jesus, "one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled." The sun shining in the heavens, the solid earth upon 
which you dwell, are God's witnesses that His law is changeless and eternal. Tho they 
may pass away, the divine precepts shall endure. "It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, 
than one tittle of the law to fail." The system of types that pointed to Jesus as the Lamb 
of God, was to be abolished at His death; but the precepts of the Decalogue are as 
immutable as the throne of God.  

Since "the law of the Lord is perfect," every variation from it must be evil. Those who 
disobey the commandments of God, and teach others to do so, are condemned by Christ. 
The Saviour's life of obedience maintained the claims of the law, and showed the 
excellence of character that obedience would develop. All who obey as He did, are 
likewise declaring that the law is "holy, and just, and good."97 

Three years later, in a stirring account of Elijah's flight of fear to Mt. Horeb when he felt he 

alone was left loyal to "the Lord God of hosts," the God of Israel, of the covenant, and of the 

prophets,98 she assured her reader in words pregnant with mission, even the delayed mission of 

the Advent Movement, that even though spiritual failures are pervasive in our age, the purpose of 

God's end-time people is unchanged. There are many, both worshipers of modern Baal and those 

                                                

97 Ibid., paragraph 5-10. The connections of the observations noted in this article span 20 years from her sermon 
entitled "Christ and the Law" June 1889, through the June 6, 1896 letter to Uriah Smith, and the 1898 The Desire of 
Ages, to this 1910 reprint. Consider 3 connections: (1) The observation that the Jews thought Jesus' words "sounded 
like heresy" that "was sweeping away the truth itself" was repeated in the false assumptions of "Brother Smith" in 
the 1888 era, in which she said he "takes those that have been placed in false settings and he binds them in a bundle 
as though we were discarding the claims of God's law, when it is no such thing." (1888 348.1). (2) She observed in 
1898 and again in 1910 reprint, "The law is an expression of the thought of God; when received in Christ, it 
becomes our thought. It lifts us above the power of natural desires and tendencies, above temptations that lead to 
sin." This is a clear echo of her 1896 letter to Uriah Smith in which she used the ideas Prescott shared at Armadale. 
"The law is an expression of God's idea: when we receive it in Christ it becomes our idea; it lifts us above the power 
of natural desires and tendencies, above temptations that lead to sin." (1888 1576.2). (3) Another repeat of the same 
1896 letter is seen in the 1898 and 1910 statements, "The law was given to convict them of sin, and reveal their need 
of a Saviour.... As the light of Christ reveals to men their need of His cleansing blood and His justifying 
righteousness, the law is still an agent in bringing us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith." Compare this with 
her opening paragraph of the 1896 letter. "'The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith.' In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law. The 
law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ, and to flee unto him for pardon and peace by 
exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." (1888 1575.1) 

98 1 Kings 19:10, 14 
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who have not bowed the knee, who are longing for more light. And the light she specifies is the 

light that will yet lighten the whole earth with its glory that we have been tracing. 

There are many lessons to be drawn from Elijah's experience during these days of 
discouragement and apparent defeat,--lessons invaluable to the servants of God in this 
age, marked as it is by general departure from right. The apostasy prevailing today is 
similar to that which in the prophet's day overspread Israel. In the exaltation of the human 
above the divine, in the praise of popular leaders, in the worship of mammon, and in the 
placing of the teachings of science above the truths of revelation, multitudes today are 
following Baal. Doubt and unbelief are exercising their baleful influence over mind and 
heart, and many are substituting for the oracles of God the theories of men. It is publicly 
taught that we have reached a time when human reason should be exalted above the 
teachings of the Word. The law of God, the divine standard of righteousness, is declared 
to be of no effect. The enemy of all truth is working with deceptive power to cause men 
and women to place human institutions where God should be, and to forget that which 
was ordained for the happiness and salvation of mankind. 

Yet this apostasy, wide-spread as it is, is not universal. Not all in the world are 
lawless and sinful; not all have taken sides with the enemy. God has many thousands who 
have not bowed the knee to Baal, many who long to understand more fully in regard to 
Christ and the law, many who are hoping against hope that Jesus will soon come to end 
the reign of sin and death. And there are many who are worshiping Baal ignorantly, with 
whom the Spirit of God is striving.99 

The enemy of both Christ and the law knows very well that both will be vindicated in a final, 

glorious way, and he is doing all he can to thwart the message "having great power" that will do 

just that.100 

Reader, what are you doing to hasten the success of the final witness? 

                                                

99 RH, October 23, 1913, paragraphs 10 & 11. These paragraphs were published posthumously, with slight 
editing, in PK 170.2 & 171.1 (1917). Please note that the many features of the developing end-time global apostasy 
are precisely those issues within the Advent Movement that have caused the delay. 

100 Revelation 18:1; recall the prediction of 1886 found in 1888 166.1. 
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Summary of Referenced Documents 

Date Title Reference and Note 
1875/04/29 -Christ and the Law Review and Herald 
1886/07/29 -Christ and the Law Signs of the Times 
1887/08/25 -Christ and the Law; or the Relations of the 

Jew and Gentile to the Law 
Signs of the Times 

1889/06/19 -Christ and the Law Manuscript 5, 1889 (sermon) 
1890/02/04 -The Relation of Christ to the Law Is Not 

Understood 
Review and Herald 

1890/02/06 
(1890/03/11) 

-Christ Prayed for Unity Among His 
Disciples 

Manuscript 10, 1890 
(Review and Herald) 

1890/05/17 -Living Channels of Light Review and Herald 
1890/11/04 -Christ the Way of Life Review and Herald 
1890/12/27 -Visit to Washington, D.C. Manuscript 53, 1890 (diary) 
1891/02/27 -Christ Our Righteousness Manuscript 21, 1891 (diary) 
1892/11/22 -The Perils and Privileges of the Last Days Review and Herald 
1893/06/05 -Transformed Through Faith and Obedience Signs of the Times 
1895/01/31 -Obedience to God's Word Required Signs of the Times 
1895/05/01 -- Letter 57, 1895 (to Olsen) 
1895/06/10&17 -Christ and the Law The Bible Echo 
1895/11/20 -- Letter 73, 1893 (to Tait) 
1895 -The Faith of Jesus, The Commandments of 

God, and The Patience of the Saints. 
-Christ Our Example. 
-The Law in Christ; Or, the Relation Between 
the Law and the Gospel, 

Armadale Sermons (by W. W. 
Prescott) 

1896/06/06 -- Letter 96, 1896 (to Smith) 
1897/02/08 
1897/02/25 

-The Law and the Gospel The Bible Echo 
Signs of the Times 

1897/03/04 -Christ and the Law Signs of the Times 
1897/09/22~ 
1898/04/14 

-Christ and the Law Manuscript 106, 1897 
Signs of the Times 

1900 -Things New and Old Christ's Object Lessons 
1900/08/14 
1902/08/04 

-The Law and the Gospel Manuscript 58, 1900 
The Bible Echo 

1902/04/22 -The Righteousness of Christ in the Law Review and Herald 
1908/02/01 -Christ and the Law Bible Training School 
1910/03/29 -Christ and the Law Signs of the Times 
1913/10/23 
1917 

-What Doest Thou Here? Review and Herald 
Prophets and Kings 

 


