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The simplicity of the gospel is best perceived when one considers the practical truths unfolded to us from the beginning of Scripture. The basic 

concepts of right and wrong as demonstrated in law and gospel, blessing and grace, obedience and life, sin and death--these all describe a reality in 
which we are immersed, but of which we too often have unclear views. 

My attempt here is to integrate four texts giving dimensions of the definition of sin with five issues that relate to sin (the rows in the table), and 
demonstrate these five issues in three settings (the columns), first "in the beginning" (both original and at the fall), next after sin but in light of the 
gospel's impact, and finally at the end when Eden is restored. I will integrate with this overview four levels or steps of freedom from sin outlined in 
Romans 6-8, the last three of which are explicitly identifiable by a key verb that Paul uses as he explains the gospel plan and process. Because of the 
clear outline in Desire of Ages of these levels, I have inserted within the table the descriptions given there of each level. I will also trace the faith of 
Jesus as it imparted and kept. Most of my supporting material I have put into an appendix, with references to its sections throughout the main table. 

The large numbers are the pattern I will follow--the settings (columns), issues (rows) and some key thoughts. (Emphasis supplied in all quotes.) 
Issues in 

Looking at Sin 
I. "In the beginning" 
Original / After Fall 

II. After Sin, the Gospel Impact III. Final, at Second Coming and 
Onward 

1. Knowledge of 
right in contrast to 
wrong (law) / 
discernment 

I will give bible texts that illustrate each of the issues at each of the above three settings through time. Go through the tables on 
the next five pages column by column in these three settings, not row by row. (E.g,. follow column 2 from p. 2 to page 7 first.) 

Definition of Sin, Text #2 (James 4:7) 
occurs here. 

The faith of Jesus is expanded. 
2. Internal leaning 
or bent to right or 
to wrong or to 
both 

 Definition of Sin, Text #3 (Rom. 7:20) 
occurs here.  

The faith of Jesus is expressed in the 
ultimate condescension. 

Level 4 of Freedom from Sin (Free 
from the Flesh) occurs here. 

3. Ability to 
choose, and the 
choice 

Blessing / Ability - Choice - Sin Enters - 
Levels 1 & 2 of Freedom from Sin (Free 

to Will, Will to be Free) occur here. 
Definition of Sin, Text #1 (1 John 3:4) 

occurs here. 

Grace (interplay of ability and choice) 
Definition of Sin, Text #4 (Rom. 14:23) 

occurs here. 
The faith of Jesus imparts faith. 

Sin 

4. Ability to 
follow through on 
that choice 

Image 
Level 3 of Freedom from Sin (Do Free in 

the Spirit) occurs here. 

In Self 
Outside of Self 
The faith of Jesus is kept by the believer. 

Name 

5. Consequence of 
choosing / doing 
the wrong 

Death 
The Gospel Enters--The faith of Jesus 

sees a future. 

Death 
Flesh 
The faith of Jesus endures the cross. 

Death 

1 2 3 4 
5 

6 
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Issues in 

Looking at Sin 
"In the beginning" 
Original / After Fall 

After Sin, the Gospel Impact Final, at Second Coming and Onward 

Gen. 3:22 man was as one of us, to know 
good and evil1 
Hosea 6:7 But they like Adam have 
transgressed the covenant  

1. Knowledge 
of right in 
contrast to 
wrong (law) / 
discernment 

Gen. 3 
Change 

Gen. 3:22 And the LORD God said, 
Behold, the man is become [was, had 
been] as one of us, to know good and 
evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 
and live for ever: 
 
[The serpent's lie led to darkness.] 
John 1:5 the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not. 
1Jo 1:5 This then is the message which 
we have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. 
1Jo 2:8 the darkness is past, and the true 
light now shineth. 
1Jo 2:9 He that saith he is in the light, 
and hateth his brother, is in darkness 
even until now. 
1Jo 2:11 But he that hateth his brother is 
in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and 
knoweth not whither he goeth, because 
that darkness hath blinded his eyes.  

Acts 17: 30 And the times of this 
ignorance God winked at but now 
commandeth all men every where to 
repent: 
Rom. 5:20 Moreover the law entered, 
that the offence might abound. But where 
sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: 
Rom. 7:9 when the commandment 
came, sin revived 
Rom. 10: 18 But I say, Have they not 
heard? Yes verily, their sound went into 
all the earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world. 
Jas 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin. [See note on "Definition of Sin, Text 
#2" in Appendix.] 
[In Messiah's role to magnify the law 
(Isa. 42:21), He manifested the 
righteousness of God by faith (Rom. 
3:21, 22). Such a faith showed not only 
law fulfilled, but gospel expressed. This 
was so, because righteousness was shown 
to be faith working by love (Eph. 6:14, 
cf. 1Thes. 5:8; Gal. 5:6)] 
  

Isa 11:9 They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain: for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
Heb 8:11 And they shall not teach every 
man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all 
shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
1 Doukhan observes regarding Gen. 3:22, "In this text, God is saying that before he took the fruit, man 'was,' or 'had been,'[2] like God concerning knowledge of 
good and evil. As long as man did not disobey God, he 'knew.' Paradoxically, only if we are in the good are we able to discern between good and evil. As soon as 
Adam and Eve sinned, they left the good and consequently lost the discernment which Genesis calls, 'the knowledge between good and evil.' From then on, evil 
and good were confused. Evil was mingled with good, and good mingled with evil." In footnote 2 he states regarding the verb in the KJV "is become," "The 
Hebrew word is hayah, in the perfect form, implying a past tense, just as in 'now the serpent was [hayah] more cunning' (Genesis 3:1). The verb should then not be 
translated by 'has become,' implying the theological aberration that man became like God only when he sinned, which would then confirm what the serpent was 
saying (Genesis 3:5)." Jacques B. Doukhan, Ecclesiastes, All is Vanity, p. 74, f.n. 2, p. 84 
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Gen. 1: 31 And God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day. 
Ec 7:29 Lo, this only have I found, that 
God hath made man upright; but they 
have sought out many inventions. 

2. Internal 
leaning or bent 
to right or to 
wrong or to 
both 
 
 

Gen. 3 
Change 

Job 31:33 If I covered my 
transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine 
iniquity in my bosom: 

Rom. 7: 18 For I know that in me (that is, 
in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me. [The solution to this result of sin 
remains only supernatural until the 
second coming, when it become natural, 
that is, in our very natures. See note on 
"Definition of Sin, Text #3" in Appendix. 
See also note on "Preternatural" in 
Appendix.] 
Rom. 8:3 For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh. 
[This sending was the ultimate act of 
faith working by love. The gulf between 
God and sinful flesh was bridged, in 
Messiah Himself, resulting in sin being 
condemned where it resided, and sinners 
being justified. This union must be 
explored further.] 

Level 4:  Do Free of the Flesh 
Rom. 8: 21 Because the creature itself 
also shall be delivered* from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 
 22 For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now. 
 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, 
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body. 
[See "His Life Has Become Ours" in 
Appendix.] 
 
*See note on verb under #3. 
Summary of 4 Levels of Freedom traced 
herein: 
1. Free to Will:  under #3 
2. Will to be Free:  under #3; Rom. 6:18 
3. Do Free in the Spirit:  under #4; Rom. 

8:2 
4. Do Free of the Flesh:  under #2; Rom. 

8:21. 
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Blessing / Ability: 
Gen. 1: 26 And God said, Let us make 
man in our image 
Gen. 2:17 But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it 
Choice: 
Gen. 2: 19 whatsoever Adam called 
every living creature 
23 she shall be called Woman 

3. Ability to 
choose, and the 
choice 
Level 1:  Free 
to Will (divine 
empowering) 
Level 2:  Will 
to be Free 
(human choice) 
 
 
 

Sin 
Entered 

Here: 
Gen. 3 

Choices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Verb "made 
free" used in 
Rom. 6-8 for 
Levels 2, 3, 
and 4. 

Choice 
Hosea 6:7 But they like Adam have 
transgressed the covenant: there have 
they dealt treacherously against me. 
Ro 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned: 
1Tim. 2: 14 And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived 
was in the transgression. 
1John 3: 4  Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 
transgression of the law. [See note on 
"Definition of Sin, Text #1" in 
Appendix.] 

Grace (interplay of ability and choice): 
Acts 17:31 he hath appointed a day, in 
the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance [faith] unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead.  
Rom. 4:25 Who was delivered on 
account of our offences, and was raised 
again on account of our justification. 
[See "Resurrection and Justification by 
Faith" in Appendix.] 
Rom. 5: 18 by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life. 
Rom. 7:18 to will is present with me; 
Rom. 12:3 not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith. [See 
"Faith Leads Us To..." in Appendix.] 
"Under the influence of the Spirit of 
God, man is left free to choose whom he 
will serve." {DA 466.4} 
Rom. 6:18 Being then made free* from 
sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness  (see also 6:17-22 heart, 
yield, holiness) 
Rom. 14:23 whatsoever is not of faith is 
sin. [See note on "Definition of Sin, Text 
#4" in Appendix.] 
[Jesus' faith has imparted faith, which 
encourages growth pre-birth. In the 
human development metaphor, when the 
human acts openly on this faith, the new 
birth occurs.] 

Sin: 
Rev. 21: 4 And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed 
away. 
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second 
death. 
27 And there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie 
22: 3 And there shall be no more curse 
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and murderers, and 
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie. 
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4. Ability to 
follow through 
on that choice 
Level 3:  Do 
Free in the 
Spirit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See note on 
verb under #3. 

Image 
Gen. 1: 26 And God said, Let us make 
man in our image 
[Choosing (3) and Doing (4) were intact 
from Gen. 1 into Gen. 3.] 

In Self 
Rom. 7:18 but how to perform that 
which is good I find not. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would 
do good, evil is present with me. [See 
"Christ and the Law" in Appendix.] 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death? 
Outside Self 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. So then with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God; but with the flesh 
the law of sin. 
Rom. 8:2 the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free* from 
the law of sin and death 
4 That the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
"True, we have no power to free 
ourselves from Satan's control; but when 
we desire to be set free from sin, and in 
our great need cry out for a power out of 
and above ourselves, the powers of the 
soul are imbued with the divine energy of 
the Holy Spirit, and they obey the 
dictates of the will in fulfilling the will of 
God."  {DA 466.4} [See "Bringing Good 
out of Evil" in Appendix.] 
[The believer keeps the faith of Jesus, 
seeing more and more through His eyes-- 
above all his own inability, and Christ's 
all-sufficient ability. He justifies himself 
less and less, and others more and more. 
He forgives as he has been forgiven.] 

Name 
Rev. 14:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb 
stood on the mount Sion, and with him 
an hundred forty and four thousand, 
having his Father’s name written in their 
foreheads. 
22:4 And they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads. 
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Death: 
Gen. 2:17 ... for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
 
 

5. 
Consequence 
of choosing / 
doing the 
wrong2 
 

Gen. 3 
Consequences 

 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel 
Enters 
Here: 

The 
consequences of 
sin affected all 
of the other 
issues we have 
considered:  
knowledge, 
leaning, choice, 
and follow 
through. The 
main focus here 
is the ultimate or 
final result--
death. And "the 
Son of God was 
manifested, that 
he might destroy 
[all these] works 
of the devil." (1 
John 3:8) 

Gen. 3: 12 And the man said, The woman 
... 
13 ... And the woman said, The serpent ... 
21 the LORD God make coats of skins 
Ro 5:12 death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned 
 
Gen. 3: 15 And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel. 

The instant man accepted the 
temptations of Satan, and did the very 
things God had said he should not do, 
Christ, the Son of God, stood 
between the living and the dead, 
saying, "Let the punishment fall on 
Me. I will stand in man's place. He 
shall have another chance" (Letter 22, 
Feb. 13, 1900).  {1BC 1085.2}  

[The "slain Lamb" plan was 
implemented. God immediately did not 
impute sin to the sinners. His faith saw a 
restored future for them. This is 
equivalent to conception in the human 
development metaphor of salvation. See 
"What God Saw" in Appendix.] 
 Top p. 2  

Death: 
Rom. 6: 11 Likewise reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin 
23 For the wages of sin is death 
7: 11 For sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, deceived me, and by it 
slew me. 
13 ... sin, that it might appear sin, 
working death in me by that which is 
good; that sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful. 
Flesh: 
Rom. 7: 18 For I know that in me (that is, 
in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
1Pe 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind: 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath 
ceased from sin; 
Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. 
 
[The solution for sin is the faith of Jesus 
which worked by love in His giving 
Himself, and which leads the believer to 
identify with the cross, dying to the 
flesh.] 
[See "Faith of Jesus" in Appendix.] 
"Your sins are forgiven you for His 
name’s sake." (1 John 2:12) 
 Top p. 2  

Death: 
Rev. 21:4 And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed 
away. 
 
 
 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever. (Rev. 5:13) 

                                                
2 See "Sin and Death (and Law) in Appendix. 
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Appendix 
 
❑  Definition of Sin, Text #1 
 
1John 3: 4  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 

TR pav o poiwn thn amartian kai thn anomian poiei kai h amartia estin h anomia 
GLT Everyone practicing sin also practices lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
YLT Every one who is doing the sin, the lawlessness also he doth do, and the sin is the lawlessness, 

In the light of Rom. 13:8,10; Gal. 5:14; James 2:8, love is the fulfilling of the law. "Doing the sin" must then mean not loving, and sin must mean the 
absence of self-sacrificing love, as defined by the law. The principle is love; the details are law. Its absence is selfishness, or self-love. This 
relationship is observed in the following words: 

"Our only definition of sin is that given in the word of God; it is 'the transgression of the law;' it is the outworking of a principle at war with the 
great law of love which is the foundation of the divine government."  {GC 492.2} [What is this principle?] 

"The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the 
relation of its parts. He should gain a knowledge of its grand central theme, of God's original purpose for the world, of the rise of the great 
controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two principles that are contending for supremacy, and 
should learn to trace their working through the records of history and prophecy, to the great consummation. He should see how this controversy 
enters into every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic motives; and 
how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found." {Ed 190.2} 

"Another book was opened, wherein were recorded the sins of those who profess the truth. Under the general heading of selfishness came 
every other sin. There were also headings over every column, and underneath these, opposite each name, were recorded, in their respective columns, 
the lesser sins."  {4T 384.3} 

"How many of those whose hearts should be tender and compassionate refuse to admit Christ into their hearts, and therefore fail to speak kindly 
and tenderly to those who are in trouble. Their brother may be very much in need of encouragement, but they have none to give. They have lost the 
dear Saviour, if they ever had him. They are strangers to his tenderness and love. A stern, cold, forbidding, steel-like spirit controls them; and works 
of mercy and love are barred out. All such should remember that they do not belong to Christ's family. He does not acknowledge them as his 
brethren. Selfishness, self-love, is the controlling element in their lives. They do not represent the Saviour. The image of God is not stamped on the 
soul. "{RH, March 27, 1900 par. 15} 
 
❑  Sin and Death (and Law) 
 
Ro 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is 
the figure of him that was to come. 
Ro 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
Ro 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? 
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Ro 7:13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; 
that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 
Ro 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
1Co 15:56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
Jas 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
 
❑  What God Saw 
 
This is a powerful picture of God's faith being the "evidence of things not seen" by the physical eyes: 
"The parable of the merchantman seeking goodly pearls has a double significance: it applies not only to men as seeking the kingdom of heaven, but 
to Christ as seeking His lost inheritance. Christ, the heavenly merchantman seeking goodly pearls, saw in lost humanity the pearl of price. In man, 
defiled and ruined by sin, He saw the possibilities of redemption. Hearts that have been the battleground of the conflict with Satan, and that have 
been rescued by the power of love, are more precious to the Redeemer than are those who have never fallen. God looked upon humanity, not as vile 
and worthless; He looked upon it in Christ, saw it as it might become through redeeming love. He collected all the riches of the universe, and laid 
them down in order to buy the pearl. And Jesus, having found it, resets it in His own diadem. 'For they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as 
an ensign upon His land.' Zech. 9:16. 'They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels.' Mal. 3:17." {COL 118.2} 
 
❑  Definition of Sin, Text #2 
 
James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 
The issue of responsibility is shown, with the implication that not to know, in some respect, is not sin. This ignorance can be a lack of the law, as 
these texts show: 

Rom. 3:20 for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
Rom. 5:13 ...sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Rom. 7:7 I had not known sin, but by the law 

However, there is some responsibility even in the absence of law, as this text indicates: 
Rom. 2: 12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the 
law; 

The quality of "good" is connected to love here: 
Heb 10:24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 

Observe also that this good which characterizes the law can be willed, without the inherent ability to do it (developed in Section 4): 
Ro 7:16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
Ro 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not. 
Ro 7:21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
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❑  Definition of Sin, Text #3 
 
Rom. 7:20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
The condition resulting from willing good but not being able to perform it, means in some sense sin can dwell in one apart from one's will. This 
condition implies that sin must also be considered the inability to do good, not merely the absence of doing good. Here the meaning approaches the 
adjective "sinful" more closely. This inherent inability is described to show the necessity for another dimension of the gospel (developed in Section 
4). A solution has been given! 
 
❑  Preternatural 
 
"Our condition through sin has become preternatural, and the power that restores us must be supernatural, else it has no value. There is but one 
power that can break the hold of evil from the hearts of men, and that is the power of God in Jesus Christ. Only through the blood of the Crucified 
One is there cleansing from sin. His grace alone can enable us to resist and subdue the tendencies of our fallen nature. This power the spiritualistic 
theories concerning God make of no effect. If God is an essence pervading all nature, then He dwells in all men; and in order to attain holiness, man 
has only to develop the power that is within him."  {8T 291.3} [The solution is applied within, but does not originate within.] 
 
❑  Resurrection and Justification by Faith 
 
The connection between the resurrection from the dead and justification by faith is vitally important. Justification is always to life (as condemnation 
is to death). Thus God's dealing with death as a consequence of sin is always to meet it with life, which is justification. Condemnation is already 
present, but is not redemptive. God does not justify sin, but He does justify the existence (life) of sinners, which is obviously essential in granting a 
second probation for the human race. The core dynamic of this function of faith is expressed in Rom. 4:17, where Paul describes how Abraham 
responded in faith to "God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were." This "as though" touches on the 
creative dimension of God's faith. God obviously saw something Abraham did not see when He promised this childless man he would be "a father of 
many nations." (Gen. 17:4, 5). We must be careful to differentiate this from God's foreknowledge. God dealt with him "as though" he was fruitful, in 
order to accomplish that very thing. Abraham's responsive faith did not create the envisioned reality, but merely gave God permission to create it. We 
can see the same dynamic demonstrated in another life-from-the-dead experience, with Lazarus, to whom Christ spoke "as though" he were alive, 
"Lazarus, come forth." (John 11:43). Such is the power of the creative Word, which conveys faith (Rom. 10:17). 
 
❑  Faith Leads Us To... 
 
"Faith is trusting God--believing that He loves us and knows best what is for our good. Thus, instead of our own, it leads us to choose His way. In 
place of our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness, His strength; in place of our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives, 
ourselves, are already His; faith acknowledges His ownership and accepts its blessing. Truth, uprightness, purity, have been pointed out as secrets of 
life's success. It is faith that puts us in possession of these principles."  {Ed 253.1} 

Since a measure of faith has been imparted to all, as part of the gospel plan, this must be, at least in part, the supernatural preservation of the 
remnant of the image of God in sinners. That is why it was not totally obliterated by sin. (See Ed 15.2.) 
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❑  Definition of Sin, Text #4 
 
Rom. 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 
This correlates with our first text as faith works by love (Gal. 5:6) to fulfill the law (Rom. 13:8, 10). 
 

--Summary Observations on these four definition texts: 
These four texts are like four sides to the same reality. They define sin in this manner: 

1. The essence of sin is the absence of the good that selfless love comprises, that the law defines, and that faith produces working by that love. 
2. While the absence is sin, two things impact responsibility:  ignorance of what is good, and inability to do what is good. 

However, the law and the gospel combined remove both the ignorance and the inability. 
--Suggested practical definitions of "sinful" 

=  1. Full of sin, containing sin 
2. Affected, damaged by sin 

The two words "sin" and "sinful" appear to differ in grammatical form, as noun and adjective, not in principle. 
--Suggested definition of "sinner" 

= One who sins  
This is the obvious grammatical meaning. So we have to ask, is one is born a sinner? To answer, we have to ask some further questions based on 
the texts that define and describe sin:  Is one born doing things with an absence of selfless love? Is one born knowing what is good and not doing 
it? Is one born with the inability to do what is good? Is one born doing faithless things? The quick answers would appear to be "Yes," "No," 
"Yes," and "Yes." But just as ignorance and inability impact responsibility, immaturity also does. It is useful to explore further these principles 
applied to babies at birth, with implications for Christ's humanity, constrained by the inspired evidences. 

 
❑  "Christ and the Law" (Extract from Sermon, June, 1889, describing the gospel dynamics and referencing Rom. 7:21) 
 

There are to be trying times before us, and what does God mean? He means that we seek to understand what He wants to say to us. We have not 
understood it; we have been going on here, groaning and groaning. When I tried to do good, evil was present with me and sin is constantly at work 
to have the supremacy. If you could see what Christ is, one that can save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him, then you would have that 
faith that works. {1888 343.4} 

But must works come first? No, it is faith first. And how? The cross of Christ is lifted up between heaven and earth. Here comes the Father and 
the whole train of holy angels; and as they approach that cross, the Father bows to the cross and the sacrifice is accepted. Then comes sinful man, 
with his burden of sin, to the cross, and he there looks up to Christ on the cross of Calvary, and he rolls his sins at the foot of the cross. Here mercy 
and truth have met together and righteousness and peace have kissed each other. And Christ says, "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me."  
{1888 344.1} 

"Then," says one, "you cannot be accepted unless you repent." Well, who leads us to repentance? Who is drawing us? Here the law of God 
condemns the sinner. It points out the defects of his character. But you can stand before that law all your lifetime and say, "Cleanse me. Fit me for 
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heaven," but can it do it? No; there is no power in law to save the transgressor of law in sin. Then what? Christ must appear in that law as our 
righteousness, and then Christ is lifted up. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me" (John 12:32).  {1888 344.2} 

Here we look at the cross of Calvary. What has made us look at it? Christ is drawing us. Angels of God are in this world, at work upon human 
minds, and the man is drawn to the One who uplifts him, and the One who uplifts him draws him to repentance. It is no work of his own; there is 
nothing that he can do that is of any value at all except to believe.  {1888 344.3} 

As he sees Christ hanging upon the cross of Calvary he sees that He loves sinners, those who were at enmity with God. He begins to marvel, and 
is abased. What is the reason for this? Why, he sees that there is a transgressed law, and that man cannot keep it, but he sees Christ, and with hope 
and faith he grasps the arm of infinite power and repents at every step. Of what? That he has violated every principle of the law of Jehovah.  {1888 
344.4} 

Paul says he taught from house to house repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. What did Christ come to our world for? 
To attract the mind and bring it to repentance. Here we have the love of the Father in giving His son to die for fallen man, that he might keep the 
law of Jehovah.  {1888 345.1} 

Now Jesus stands in our world, His divinity clothed with humanity, and man must be clothed with Christ's righteousness. Then he can, through 
the righteousness of Christ, stand acquitted before God.  {1888 345.2} 

O, I am glad I have a saviour! We must have the Holy Spirit to combine with man's human effort. We can do nothing without Christ. "Without 
me, ye can do nothing." "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with Me" [Rev. 3:20]. I am so glad that we can be partakers of the divine nature, and that through Jesus Christ we can be 
conquerors. This is the victory--even your faith, feelings, and good works? Is that it? No; "This is the victory. . . , even your faith" [1 John 
5:4].  {1888 345.3} 

What is faith? It "is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." Then what? "Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone" [James 2:17]. Therefore we lay hold upon the merits of the blood of a crucified and risen Saviour. Our lives are hid with Christ in God. There 
we have the whole of it. We can do nothing of ourselves, but the fire of God's love is burning on the altar of our hearts. We are not following 
cunningly devised fables, no indeed; but we have been revealing Christ our righteousness. If you boast in your own good works, you cannot boast 
in Christ.  {1888 345.4} 
 
❑  Bringing Good out of Evil 
 
Mt 7:17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
Mt 7:18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither [can] a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
Mt 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
Mt 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil 

things. 
"'A good tree can not bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.' Nothing but repentance and faith can make an impure 
heart pure." {YI, July 31, 1902 par. 4} 
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❑  Faith of Jesus 
 
1886:  Nov., 1888, Ms 15, 1888, "To Brethren Assembled at General Conference" ("Two years ago, while in Switzerland, I was addressed in the 

night season...") {1888 165.3} 
Said my guide, "There is much light yet to shine forth from the law of God and the gospel of righteousness. This message, understood in its 

true character, and proclaimed in the Spirit, will lighten the earth with its glory...."  {1888 166.1} 
 
Dec. 1888:  Ms 24, 1888, "Looking Back at Minneapolis" 

Elder E. J. Waggoner had the privilege granted him of speaking plainly and presenting his views upon justification by faith and the 
righteousness of Christ in relation to the law. This was no new light, but it was old light placed where it should be in the third angel's message. 
What is the burden of that message? John sees a people. He says, "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus" (Rev. 14:12).... {1888 211.2} 

The faith of Jesus has been overlooked and treated in an indifferent, careless manner. It has not occupied the prominent position in which 
it was revealed to John. Faith in Christ as the sinner's only hope has been largely left out, not only of the discourses given but of the religious 
experience of very many who claim to believe the third angel's message. At this meeting I bore testimony that the most precious light had been 
shining forth from the Scriptures in the presentation of the great subject of the righteousness of Christ connected with the law, which should be 
constantly kept before the sinner as his only hope of salvation....{1888 212.1} 

... The third angel's message is the proclamation of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ. The commandments of God have 
been proclaimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ has not been proclaimed by Seventh-day Adventists as of equal importance, the law and the 
gospel going hand in hand. I cannot find language to express this subject in its fullness.  {1888 217.3} 

"The faith of Jesus." It is talked of, but not understood. What constitutes the faith of Jesus, that belongs, to the third angel's message? 
Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that He might become our sin-pardoning Saviour. He was treated as we deserve to be treated. He came to our world 
and took our sins that we might take His righteousness. Faith in the ability of Christ to save us amply and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus. 
{1888 217.4} 
 
June 1889:  Ms 30, 1889, "Experience Following the Minneapolis Conference" 

The message that was given to the people in these meetings presented in clear lines not alone the commandments of God--a part of the third 
angel's message--but the faith of Jesus, which comprehends more than is generally supposed. And it will be well for the third angel's message to 
be proclaimed in all its parts, for the people need every jot and tittle of it. If we proclaim the commandments of God and leave the other half 
scarcely touched, the message is marred in our hands.  {1888 367.1} 

... God was working with me to present to the people a message in regard to the faith of Jesus and the righteousness of Christ. There have 
been those who have not worked in harmony but in a way to counteract the work God has given me to do. I must leave them with the Lord.  {1888 
370.2} 

... The present message that God has made it the duty of His servants to give to the people is no new or novel thing. It is an old truth that has been 
lost sight of, just as Satan made his masterly efforts that it should be. The Lord has a work for every one of His loyal people to do to bring the 
faith of Jesus into the right place where it belongs--in the third angel's message. The law has its important position but is powerless unless 
the righteousness of Christ is placed beside the law to give its glory to the whole royal standard of righteousness....  {1888 375.2} 
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September 13, 1889:  Ms. 27, 1889, "Counsels to Ministers; The Need of a True Concept of Righteousness by Faith" 

The soul-saving message, the third angel's message, is the message to be given to the world. The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus 
are both important, immensely important, and must be given with equal force and power. The first part of the message has been dwelt upon 
mostly, the last part casually. The faith of Jesus is not comprehended. We must talk it, we must live it, we must pray it, and educate the 
people to bring this part of the message into their home life....{1888 430.2} 
 
Dec. 1889:  Ms 18, 1888, "Address in Regard to the Sunday Movement" 

We should diligently study the Word of God, and pray in faith that God will restrain the powers of darkness, for as yet the message has gone to 
comparatively few, and the world is to be lightened with its glory. The present truth--the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus--has 
not yet been sounded as it must be....  {1888 502.2} 
 
Nov. 1890:  Lt 1f, 1890, To Brethren in Responsible Positions 

While you hold the banner of truth firmly, proclaiming the law of God, let every soul remember that the faith of Jesus is connected with the 
commandments of God. The third angel is represented as flying in the midst of heaven, symbolizing the work of those who proclaim the first, 
second, and third angels' messages; all are linked together. The evidences of the abiding, ever-living truth of these grand messages that mean so 
much to us, that have awakened such intense opposition from the religious world, are not extinct. Satan is constantly seeking to cast his hellish 
shadow about these messages, so that the remnant people of God shall not clearly discern their import, their time and place; but they live, and are to 
exert their power upon our religious experience while time shall last.  {1888 724.3} 

... Let Jesus be our theme. Let us with pen and voice present, not only the commandments of God, but the faith of Jesus. This will promote 
real heart piety as nothing else can....  {1888 728.2} {similar to 1080.2} 

 
❑  "His Life Has Become Ours" 
 
"Christ became one flesh with us, in order that we might become one spirit with Him. It is by virtue of this union that we are to come forth from 
the grave,--not merely as a manifestation of the power of Christ, but because, through faith, His life has become ours. Those who see Christ in His 
true character, and receive Him into the heart, have everlasting life. It is through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of God, received 
into the heart by faith, is the beginning of the life eternal."  {DA 388.1} 

We have entered into His victory over sin while still in sinful flesh. Now, at His second coming, we enter into His victory over death and from the 
flesh. 


