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"Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the
things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the
days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons." (Deut. 4:9)

The Importance and Magnitude of Our Advent Calling

The danger of forgetting, individually or corporately, is our greatest danger. We do well to
recall the things we have seen. The call to prepare the world for Christ's second advent has been
the mandate of the Advent movement. Our challenge has been to remain true to this calling, to
understand and enter into its full dimensions. From her unique position in this movement, Ellen
White was shown as early as 1868 that there had been a "long delay" in accomplishing this
mission." In the early 1880's she again wrote of what had "delayed the entrance of modern Israel
into the heavenly Canaan."

In 1886 while in Europe she was taken in vision to Battle Creek as the conflict was building
that would come to a head at Minneapolis. She quoted her guide, "There is much light yet to
shine forth from the law of God and the gospel of righteousness. This message, understood in its
true character, and proclaimed in the Spirit, will lighten the earth with its glory."* Adventism was
finally beginning to face the final message it had been called to understand and proclaim to the
world. Four years after Minneapolis, from her exile in Australia she wrote the General
Conference president, "The truth we have set before us for the past few years, is immense in its
importance, reaching into heaven and compassing eternity. Satan and his confederacy of evil
have made every effort to cover up, to confuse minds, to make of none effect the precious,
glorious truths of God's word. We are living in strangely solemn times...."*

The passage of 103 years is a mute testimony to Satan's success’ and to Christ's
disappointment.® How does the history of our calling and the delay challenge each of us today?
The challenge and issue is one. The way it interfaces with each of us is varied.

Challenge to the Gospel Study Group

While our unique gathering affords many opportunities, perhaps the clearest challenge we
face, to be true to the name we have taken, is to allow God to accomplish what He was
attempting over 100 years ago.
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The third angel's message is the proclamation of the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus Christ. The commandments of God have been proclaimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ
has not been proclaimed by Seventh-day Adventists as of equal importance, the law and the
gospel going hand in hand. I cannot find language to express this subject in its fullness.’

Have we come closer to finding the language Ellen White could not find?

Challenge to the 1888 Message Study Committee
The challenge to the Study Committee is well worded in her 1892 letter mentioned above.

The glorious, sanctifying truths of the Bible have been left in the outer court. The truths of
eternal interest that should govern and control the life, are considered by many altogether too
sublime for common life. But it is essential that the great and grand truth,—the imparting of the
Holy Spirit, should be brought into contact with, and impregnate little things, and supply the
powerful motive to holiness, and lay out in clear lines, broad principles for the regulation of the
character and conduct of every day, revealing Christ to the world.®

We should consider whether we are the 1888 Message Living Committee. We can better face
this challenge by appreciating the experience at the 1890 Bible School:

Now, we have been getting just a glimmering of faith.... Sometimes it seems that the Word
is made so hard because unbelief is planted in the hearts where faith ought to be flourishing....
Brethren and sisters, I beg of you for Christ's sake, to lift Him, up—the Man of Calvary. Lift
Him up, the sinner's only hope. Learn of Him, every one of you. Oh, may chapters be opened
in your experience that you never have opened before in regard to the blessedness and the trust
and confidence that you may have in God.’

Challenge to the Church Historians

While those dealing specifically with church history have the global challenge of Deut. 4:9,
the current application of that need to "take heed ... lest thou forget" and to "teach" the lessons of
the past, applies specifically to the context of what God is doing at this time in earth's history, the
current focus of His plans. In a rather redundantly emphatic way, Ellen White called it "present
truth for this time."'" While the Advent message dated from the early years of her life, when she
heard the words and saw the fruit of the emphasis in the time surrounding Minneapolis, she
could declare, "If this message that has been preached here is not present truth for this time, I
know not how we can determine what is truth.""

Our history is our identity. We must not ignore it, nor revise it. "We are not to make less
prominent the special truths that have separated us from the world, and made us what we are; for
they are fraught with eternal interests."'

Challenge to Systematic Theologians
Adventism has been clearly called a "system."" It has a "system of prophetic
interpretation.""* In particular the "subject of the sanctuary" is said (in the context of the Advent
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history) to open "to view a complete system of truth, connected and harmonious.""” What is the
key to this system? From her first vision, Ellen White was shown the answer: "If they kept their
eyes fixed on Jesus, who was just before them, leading them to the city, they were safe."'® But by
1888 she observed, "Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed to His
divine person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human family.""

In describing in 1892 this "truth ... immense in its importance," she observed the union of
system with Person. "The precious, golden links of truth are not separate, detached, disconnected
doctrines; but link after link, form one string of golden truth, and constitute a complete whole,
with Christ as its living center."'® When this is grasped and shared, the testimony is clear:
"exalting Jesus higher and yet higher,"'” "never attended meetings where Christ was more

manifestly taught and exalted,"*’ "in every sermon Christ was preached."'

Challenge to New Testament Theologians

While the law in the epistle to the Galatians was a major surface issue in the history of
Minneapolis, the deeper subject was the relationship between law and gospel. We have noted the
need to see these "going hand in hand."*> We have no problem seeing the law as the
commandments of God; but how is the faith of Jesus, the gospel?

Eight years after Minneapolis, after hearing and reading a most powerful presentation on
"The Law in Christ," Ellen White was directed to speak most pointedly and profoundly on the
relation between Galatians, Pentecost, Revelation 18, and our own mission and history.

"The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."
In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law.
The law reveals sin to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ, and to flee unto him for
pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept this truth, lay at the
foundation of a large share of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord's
message through Brethren Waggoner and Jones. By exciting that opposition, Satan succeeded
in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that
God longed to impart to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that efficiency which
might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the
day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted, and by
the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree kept away from the world.*

Challenge to Old Testament Theologians

The faith of Jesus is rooted in the faith of God, which Paul clearly anchors in Habakkuk 2:4.
Did the LXX translators catch a glimmer of this light?** To see what God sees, His view of us,
and live accordingly by that power—is there any other definition for righteousness? The New
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Testament parable of the pearl of great price is cast in a most interesting light in the following
1900 commentary Ellen White wrote on it, concluding with Old Testament imagery. Observe the
repeated use of the verb "saw" and "look."

Christ, the heavenly merchantman seeking goodly pearls, saw in lost humanity the pearl of
price. In man, defiled and ruined by sin, He saw the possibilities of redemption. Hearts that
have been the battleground of the conflict with Satan, and that have been rescued by the power
of love, are more precious to the Redeemer than are those who have never fallen. God looked
upon humanity, not as vile and worthless; He looked upon it in Christ, saw it as it might
become through redeeming love. He collected all the riches of the universe, and laid them
down in order to buy the pearl. And Jesus, having found it, resets it in His own diadem. "For
they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon His land." Zech. 9:16. "They
shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels." Mal. 3:17.%

Pervasive throughout the Old Testament is the thread of a divine faith working by love. The
gold of the sanctuary brilliantly pictured the continual, the daily presence of this reality. "Pure
gold" is used some 24 times in Exodus 25-39. Perhaps most amazing was the piece of pure gold
that was the cherubim and lid on top of the ark of the covenant. The sacred and immensely
important lessons associated with this object, focus on the Day of Atonement. In a special way,
the Advent movement is immersed in the reality to which this symbolic festival pointed. But our
failure to enter into that experience is yet another way to describe our history. The year before
Minneapolis, as our forefathers failed to have eyes "single to God's glory" and thus were
prevented from a Luke 24 experience, Ellen White addressed this need and Christ's work in
sanctuary language.

From the Holy of Holies, there goes on the grand work of instruction. The angels of God are
communicating to men. Christ officiates in the sanctuary. We do not follow Him into the
sanctuary as we should.*

Five years latter, in the letter before quoted (about "truth" of "immense importance," the
danger of keeping "truth in the outer court," and "one string of golden truth") she also speaks in
sanctuary language.

The forgiveness of sins and iniquities and transgressions, belongs in a special sense to this
time. We are in the anti-typical day of atonement, and every soul should now be humbling
himself before God, seeking pardon for his transgressions and sins, and accepting the justifying
grace of Christ, the sanctifying of the soul by the operations of the Holy Spirit of Christ; thus
the carnal nature is transformed, renewed in holiness after the image of Christ's righteousness
and true holiness.”’

The Challenge Summarized
The manifold applications of what we face as individuals and as a people is focused and
synchronized like a laser™® in the following statement:
The interests of the cause of present truth demand that those who profess to stand on the
Lord's side shall bring into exercise all their powers to vindicate the advent message, the most
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important message that will ever come to the world.... The burden of our work now is not to
labor for those who, although they have had abundant light and evidence, still continue on the
unbelieving side. God bids us give our time and strength to the work of preaching to the people
the messages that stirred men and women in 1843 and 1844.

We are now to labor unceasingly to get the truth before Jew and Gentile. Instead of going
over and over the same ground to establish the faith of those who should never have accepted a
doubt regarding the third angel's message, let our efforts be given to making known the truth to
those who have never heard it. God calls upon us to make known to all men the truths that have
made us what we are—Seventh-day Adventists.*

Our Response

May we rise to the challenge our history brings to us! In God's system, the way up is down.
The first step in facing this challenge is to hear the response God asks of us. His instruction
echoes down over 100 years of Adventism's corridors. We can hear it in Ellen White's address at
her first General Conference Session upon return from her Australian exile. She was reviewing
the last 10 years or so.

I feel a special interest in the movements and decisions that shall be made at this
Conference regarding the things that should have been done years ago, and especially ten years
ago, when we were assembled in Conference, and the Spirit and power of God came into our
meeting, testifying that God was ready to work for this people if they would come into working
order. The brethren assented to the light God had given, but there were those connected with
our institutions, especially with the Review and Herald Office and the Conference, who
brought in elements of unbelief, so that the light that was given was not acted upon. It was
assented to, but no special change was made to bring about such a condition of things that the
power of God could be revealed among his people....

Year after year the same acknowledgement was made, but the principles which exalt a
people were not woven into the work. God gave them clear light as to what they should do,
and what they should not do, but they departed from that light, and it is a marvel to me that we
stand in as much prosperity as we do to-day. It is because of the great mercy of our God, not
because of our righteousness, but that his name should not be dishonored in the world.*

Toward the end of her address her appeal was pointed: "Go home and pray. Talk with God.
Go home and plead with God to mold and fashion you after the divine similitude.... Brethren,
remember that you are dealing with sacred things. Again I urge you to go home and pray.... God
help us to submit to Jesus Christ, and to have his power right here and now."*!

At the same conference 12 days later W. W. Prescott made a most earnest appeal in apparent
response to Ellen White's earlier address. He was reviewing "the history of this work" and the
"wondrous power in it." He observed:

The reform marched forward with power. But there are many in this audience who can
remember when the pendulum began to swing back, and can also remember when, thirteen
years ago at Minneapolis, God sent a message to this people to deliver them out of that
experience.

What has been the history of this people and this work since that time? Where do we stand
now with reference to this message? How far has that truth been received—not simply assented
to, but actually received?—Not far, I tell you. How far has the ministry of this denomination
been baptized into that Spirit?—Not far, I tell you. For the past thirteen years this light has
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been rejected and turned against by many, and they are rejecting it and turning from it to-day;
and I say to every such one, "Beware lest that come upon you which was spoken of the
prophets, Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish."

What is the remedy?—The very same as of old, and no other,—repentance toward God and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. When John the Baptist came to prepare the way of the Lord
under those circumstances that [ have set forth, what was his message? "Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand." When Christ himself appeared, and began his work, what did
he say? —"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel." When he sent out his disciples, the apostles, in his stead, to carry on his work after he
ascended, what did they preach?—"Repent ye therefore, and be converted." What are the
messages to the churches?—Repent, repent, repent. What is the message to the Laodicean
church?—"Be zealous therefore and repent."*

This call, heard in 1892 for each to "be humbling himself before God," and again in 1901
with the appeal to "submit to Jesus Christ" and "repent," had been repeated often. One additional
time was with Ellen White's 1904 testimony of Jesus' disappointment being "beyond
description." "God calls for repentance without delay.... The message to the Laodicean church
reveals our condition as a people."” The call is but an echo of the appeal of the True Witness!

Because we stand in a very parallel situation today, may what Huldah said of Josiah be true
of us.

Thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest
his words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof. (2 Chron. 34:27).
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