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Sanctification and the New Covenant 
Gospel Study Group 
November 7-9, 2003 

Fred Bischoff 
 
It is my goal to accomplish four things in this study:   

1. Overview the core ideas behind the words used to describe salvation, to see the larger context of sanctification 
2. Review the key Bible words used to describe sanctification, and their connection with covenant 
3. Consider evidences of the multidimensional nature and wholeness of all areas of salvation, including sanctification and covenant 
4. Affirm the intensely practical nature of the covenant 

 
Setting for Sanctification 
 
The covenant was made between the Father and the Son. It is also call the testament or will. When man fell into sin, it was through the covenant that 
the gulf between man and God was bridged by the Son. The covenant provides each of the following dimensions of the restoration the Son is 
accomplishing. In each God shows us His will in the relation, condition, and position of restored mankind. 

1. Salvation:  Deliverance from sin and its consequences. "Save His people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21) 
2. Justification:  Legal basis for life (in face of legal challenges). "Just and the justifier" (Rom. 3:26) 
3. Atonement:  Covering and reconciliation. "Abolished … the enmity" (Eph. 2:15) 
4. Sanctification:  Holiness restored. "Holy temple" (Eph. 2:21) 
5. Glorification:  Outshining of character. "The light of the knowledge" (2Cor. 4:6) 
6. Integrity:  Double-mindedness cured. "Eye is single" (Luke 11:34) 
7. Liberty:  Lie unmasked, truth received. "The truth shall make you free" (John 8:32) 
8. Image:  Reflect again the Father. "The image of Him that created him" (Col. 3:10) 
9. Prophet:  Speak again the truth for God. "That ye may prophesy" (1Cor. 14:1) 
10. Light Bearers:  Darkness removed. "Be the children of light" (John 12:36) 
11. Priests:  Condemnation cease, grace imparted. "An holy priesthood" (1Pet. 2:5) 
12. Kingdom:  Submission and authority. "In the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1:9) 
13. Marriage:  Intimate oneness restored. "His wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. 19:7) 
14. Heir:  Sonship re-established. "if a son, then an heir of God through Christ" (Gal. 4:7) 
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Key Words Related to Sanctification 
 
Our main focus is sanctification. This word (derived from a Latin root) is used to translate a Greek word in the New Testament (KJV 4 times) which 
in turn belongs to a family of Hebrew and Greek words that convey a common thread of meaning through Scripture. The following table gives the key 
words, explores some of their uses, and give evidence of their connection to covenant. 

Word Uses Examples 
vdq 
"qadash" 
Hebrew verb 
[#06942] 

Root of "miqdash", "qodesh", and 
"qadowsh" 

Used 172 times 
Translated "sanctify", "hallow", 

"dedicate" 
First use is Gen. 2:3 for Sabbath 
First uses for God's habitation are 

Exod. 29:43, 44 
Command to "sanctify yourselves" 

(Lev. 11:44 and elsewhere) is 
reinforced by the combined 
imperative/indicative, "be holy; 
for I am holy" (adjective forms 
of this verb; see below) 

Occurs in same passage with 
"covenant" in Ex 31:13-16 
regarding Yahweh who 
sanctifies, telling them to keep 
the Sabbath as a perpetual 
covenant; in Jos. 3:3-8 dealing 
with preparation ("sanctify 
yourselves") to cross Jordan 
following the ark of the 
covenant; in Jos. 7:11-15 
dealing with preparation for 
judgment due to Achan's 
breaking the covenant by 
stealing; in Ezek. 37 where 

Ge 2:3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and made. 

Ex 29:43 And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be 
sanctified by my glory. 

Ex 29:44 And I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar: I will sanctify 
also both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the priest’s office. 

Le 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall 
be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

Ex 31:13 Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall 
keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know 
that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you. 

Ex 31:16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath 
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. 

Jos 3:3 And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it. 

Jos 3:5 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the LORD will 
do wonders among you. 

Jos 3:6 And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass 
over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the 
people. 

Jos 3:8 And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When 
ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan. 

Jos 7:11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I 
commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, 
and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. 

Jos 7:13 Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus 
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Yahweh who sanctifies is the 
one who makes the covenant of 
peace, an everlasting covenant 
with His people 

saith the LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from 
among you. 

Jos 7:15 And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, 
he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and 
because he hath wrought folly in Israel. 

Jer 22:7 And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they 
shall cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire. 

Jer 22:9 Then they shall answer, Because the 
Eze 37:26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting 

covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary 
in the midst of them for evermore. 

 27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 

 28 And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall 
be in the midst of them for evermore. 

vdqm 
"miqdash"  
Hebrew noun 
[#04720] 

Used 74 times 
Translated "sanctuary", "holy 

place" 
First uses are Exod. 15:17 and 25:8, 

clearly referring to the sanctuary 
Occurs in same verse with 

"covenant" in 1Ch. 22:19; Eze. 
37:26; 44:7; note that making 
the covenant and building or 
setting the sanctuary go 
together, while polluting the 
sanctuary and breaking the 
covenant are connected 

Ex 15:17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in 
the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have established. 

Ex 25: 8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 
1Ch 22:19 Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; arise therefore, 

and build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD, and the holy vessels of God, into the house that is to be built to the name of the 
LORD. 

Eze 37:26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting 
covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary 
in the midst of them for evermore. 

Eze 44:7 In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart, and 
uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer 
my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant because of all your 
abominations. 
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vdq 
"qodesh" 
Hebrew noun 
[#06944] 

Used 468 times 
Translated "holy", "sanctuary", 

"holy thing", "hallowed thing", 
"holiness" 

This appears to be the Hebrew 
equivalent of the Greek word 
translated "sanctification" in NT 

First use for God's dwelling is 
Exod. 15:13 

 
 
Occurs with "covenant" in Dan. 

11: 28, 30 

Ex 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

Ex 15:13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast 
guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

Ex 28:36 And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of 
a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

Da 8:13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which 
spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression 
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 

Da 8:14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed. 

Da 11:28 Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against 
the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land. 

Da 11:30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and 
return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even 
return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant. 
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vwdq 
"qadowsh" 
Hebrew 
adjective 
[#06918] 

Used 116 times 
Translated "holy", "Holy One", 

"saint" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Occurs with "covenant" in Exo. 

19:5, 6 and Ps. 111:9 

Ex 29:31 And thou shalt take the ram of the consecration, and seethe his flesh in the holy 
place. 

Le 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall 
be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

Le 11:45 For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: 
ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

Ps 65:4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he 
may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy 
holy temple. 

Isa 5:16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be 
sanctified in righteousness. 

Isa 5:19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the 
counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! ["Holy One" 
occurs 40 times, 29 of which are in Isaiah.] 

Isa 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory. 

Isa 58:13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour 
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words: 

Da 8:13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which 
spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression 
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 

Ex 19: 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

 6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words 
which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

Ps 111:9 He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: 
holy and reverend is his name. 
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agiov 
"hagios " 
Greek 
adjective 
[#40] 
[neuter =#39] 

Root of other Greek words in table 
Used 229 times 
Translated "holy", "saints", and 

"Holy One" 
Used in Matt. 24:15, Acts 6:13, and 

21:28 with the masculine noun 
topov "topos" translated "holy 
place" 

Describes the restored human race 
in the following settings:  the 
goal "before the foundation of 
the world" in Christ (Eph. 1:4), 
the corporate "temple" (1Cor. 
3:17; Eph 2:21), the end result 
of "sanctify and cleanse" (Eph. 
5:26, 27), the consequence of 
the reconciliation of the cross 
(Col. 1:21, 22), the NT echo of 
the imperative in Lev. 11:44 to 
be what God is (1Pet. 1:15, 16), 
the corporate picture of 
priesthood and nation (1Pet. 
2:5, 9), the imperative in view 
of final judgment (2Pet. 3:11), 
and the NT echo of the 
seraphim song of Isa. 6 (Rev. 
4:8) 

Describes the "covenant" in Lk. 
1:72. Neuter form agia is used 
in Hebrews 11 times referring to 
the sanctuary:  Heb 8:2; 9:1, 2, 
3 (x2), 8, 12, (15 covenant) 24, 
25; 10:(16 covenant) 19; 13:11 

Mt 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

Ac 6:13 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous 
words against this holy place, and the law: 

Ac 21:28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where 
against the people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the 
temple, and hath polluted this holy place. 

Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

1Co 3:17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are. 

Eph 2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 

Eph 5: 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
Col. 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now hath he reconciled 
 22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 

unreproveable in his sight: 
1Pe 1:15 As he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
1Pe 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 

that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 

2Pe 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness 

Re 4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes 
within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come. 

Lu 1:72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant 
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agiazw 
"hagiazo " 
Greek verb 
[#37] 

Used 29 times 
Translated "sanctify", "hallow" 
Used for what the Father did to the 

Son in John 10:36 
Used for what the Son did to 

Himself in John 17:19 
Most frequent use is what the goal 

is for human beings, e.g., John 
17:17, 19 

Experienced by faith (Acts 26:18 
"that is in Me"), by the Holy 
Spirit (Rom. 15:16), in Christ 
(1Cor. 1:2), in the name of the 
Lord Jesus (1Cor. 6:11), with 
the washing of water by the 
word (Eph. 5:26), by the very 
God of peace (1Thes. 5:23), 
with His own blood (Heb. 
13:12), by God the Father (Jude 
1:1) 

 
 
 
Occurs with "covenant" in Heb. 9 

and 10 repeatedly, tying 
together the "sanctify" concepts 
with the "covenant" ones:   
purification, purging, 
redemption, promise, remission, 
sprinkled, washed 

Joh 10:36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou 
blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? 

Joh 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
Joh 17:19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through 

the truth. 
Ac 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

Ro 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel 
of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost. 

1Co 1:2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

1Co 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Eph 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
1Th 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 

and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Heb 13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 

suffered without the gate. 
Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified 

by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 
Heb. 9: 12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once 

into the holies, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
 13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 

sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 
 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for 

the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are 
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

 16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 
 17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while 
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the testator liveth. 
Heb. 10: 12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the 

right hand of God; 
 13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 
 14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 
 16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put 

my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 
 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 
 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 
 19  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holies by the blood of Jesus, 
 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 

say, his flesh; 
 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 
 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
agiothv 
"hagiotes" 
Greek noun 
[#41] 

Used one time, translated 
"holiness" 

Is the goal of God's chastening 
Connected with covenant (vs. 24) 

through the theme of blood in 
striving against sin and being 
purified by chastening 

Heb 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for 
our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 

agiwsunh 
"hagiosune" 
Greek noun 
[#42] 

Used 3 times translated "holiness" 
Result of the verb "sanctify" 

Ro 1:4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead: 

2Co 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

1Th 3:13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even 
our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 
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agiasmov 
"hagiasmos" 
Greek noun 
[#38] 

Used 10 times, translated "holiness" 
or "sanctification" 

Result of the verb "sanctify" 
Connected with covenant through 

the concept of fruit (Rom. 6:22, 
cf. 7:4 with Abraham's fruit 
with Hagar); the will of God 
(1Thes. 4:3) which is another 
word for the covenant (Heb. 
10:9, 10); being chosen to 
salvation from the beginning 
(2Thes. 2:13; 1Pet. 1:2) which 
is when the covenant was first 
arranged;  covenant involves 
seeing God and what He does 
(Exo. 34:10); and sprinkling of 
Christ's blood of the covenant 
(Luke 22:20; Heb. 10:29; 12:24; 
13:20) 

Ro 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye 
have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so 
now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

Ro 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

1Co 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 

1Th 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from 
fornication: 

1Th 4:4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honour; 

1Th 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
2Th 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the 

Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

1Ti 2:15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and 
charity and holiness with sobriety. 

Heb 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord: 

1Pe 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied. 

 



 10 

Core Concepts Uniting Sanctification and Covenant 
 
We find in these passages the core meaning of the words used in Scripture for "sanctify", "sanctification", and "sanctuary" is consecration and 
holiness in contrast to defiling abominations. Then for sinners, the idea of "sanctify" must include cleansing. It is through the covenant that God 
accomplishes this process, as the following texts make clear: 

Heb 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? 

Heb 10:16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them; 

Heb 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holies by the blood of Jesus, 
Heb 12:24 [Ye are come] to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 
Heb 13:20, 21 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 

everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

1Jo 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin. 

 
The covenant is the solution to holiness lost. It is the key to holiness restored. It is itself called "the holy covenant" (Luke 1:72). 
 
"From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the bright and holy seraph to man, should be a temple for the indwelling of the 
Creator. " (DA161) This statement reflects the truth of Eph. 1:4, "He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love." A parallel passage is found in Col. 1, written in atonement language:  "And you, that were sometime 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. " (vv. 21, 22). Paul stated this truth in corporate terms later in Ephesians. "In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.." (2:21, 
22). 
 
The same spiritual reality is described also in Ephesians using the marriage metaphor instead of the temple one. "That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." (5:27). We must recall here that 
covenant is also at the heart of this description of God's union with His people. Marriage is based on covenant and the covenant Initiator. 
 
Peter also described this individual and corporate goal for us. "But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy." (1:15, 16). "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." (2:5) "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light." (2:9). 
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The earthly temple was given to embody this concept of holiness in ceremonies and symbols that revealed both the holiness of God and His method of 
restoring man to holiness. The heart of this temple was the covenant, the tables of the law. Note that they were located inside the ark of the covenant, 
inside the holy of holies, inside the tabernacle, inside the courtyard, inside the camp, inside the world. It was in relation to this that the blood was 
shed, to accomplish the cleansing necessary for holiness. 
 
It is by the final application of the blood symbolized by all of the animal sacrifices, that the sanctuary will be cleansed, restored, and vindicated in our 
day. It is by the blood of the everlasting covenant that the great controversy will be brought to a close, this world order ended, and God's eternal and 
holy kingdom ushered in. 
 
How does the temple show us God's plan for the restoration of His unholy creatures? How do we avoid the Living Temple heresy? How do we 
recognize and reject both the alpha and the omega of apostasy? Recall that the alpha had a core element of "unholy spiritual love" (8T292, 1904). It 
was thus an attack on sanctification. A few suggestions of how to perceive this vital issue are made in the Appendix A, " Draft Thoughts on 
Materialism, Spiritualism, Pantheism, and Realism as applied to Righteousness, Faith, Works, Justification, and Sanctification in Salvation". 
 
The words for sanctuary that contain the idea of holiness are not the only ones used for God's dwelling. The Hebrew word lkyh, "heykal", is also 
used, as in the familiar verses of Ps. 27:4 and Isa. 6:1. This word appears to convey the idea of the overcoming might that this location embodies. It is 
not unusual therefore that the earthly type of this heavenly structure was well supplied with gold, symbolizing the faith that works by love. This is the 
most powerful force in the universe, which will overcome in the great controversy with self-seeking unbelief. Covenant fidelity can be seen here, 
overcoming the desolating abominations of infidelity. Self-sacrificing love, covenant love, to God and neighbor summarizes sanctification and is that 
on which all the law and the prophets hang. 
 
Exploring the Manifold Wisdom in Salvation 
 
1. The Importance of Seeing Salvation as One Process, Though in Multiple Dimensions 
 
There are no seams in salvation. Once continuous garment covers us. Christ's garment is pictured as covering us in salvation. 

John 19: 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: 
now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 

Ellen White uses this garment of Christ as a representation of unity: 
Christ's seamless garment is a representation of the unity that should exist in the church. All must see that there must be no rending of the 
seamless robe.--Letter 107, 1898, p. 2. (To the brethren and sisters in Rockhampton, November 6, 1898.) (5MR371) 

It is very appropriate to extend the same symbol from the unity of the church to the unity of the race. She very clearly speaks of this unity, this 
seamlessness as well. Note the following example: 
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The Captain of our salvation died for the human race that men might be made one with Him and with each other. As members of the human 
family we are individual parts of one mighty whole. No soul can be made independent of the rest. There is to be no party strife in the family of 
God; for the well-being of each is the happiness of the whole. No partition walls are to be built up between man and man. Christ as the great 
center must unite all in one. (FCE479) (June 16, 1899) 

Party strife and partition walls rend the "one mighty whole" that God has woven. 
 
Though this garment is seamless, it has several dimensions. But note very carefully:  The dimensions are not to be separated by seams, nor by 
rents. The only thing that rends the garment is unbelief, and its fruit. The whole is one fabric; it is all of God. Reflect on the evidences of the 
seamlessness of this clothing, not one thread of which is of human devising. 
 
2. The Importance of Seeing Salvation in Multiple Dimensions, Though in One Process 
 
Isa. 28:24 Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 
Compare the Amplified Bible of this verse: 
Does he who plows for sowing plow continually? Does he continue to plow and harrow his ground after it is smooth? 
 
The process is one continuous whole, but it moves forward. God does not simply stay at the beginning of the process, repeating the universal truths of 
the foundation (first dimension). He moves forward to relate to the individual who responds to His work by faith (second dimension). And He will 
move forward to make a difference in the end (third dimension) between those who have remained with Him by faith under testing, and those who 
have not. 

First dimension Second dimension Third dimension 
Universal truths (faith of God, faith of 
Jesus; initiates ) 

Individual responds (faith of believer; 
responds) 

Endurance to the end (keep the faith; 
overcomer) 

 
Since salvation is a process, its words describe a dynamic reality, not a static, point reality. (We are constantly being confused over point distortions.) 
Context as well as other Scripture must guide us in understanding the use of a word in Scripture, how it relates to this dynamic process, and where it 
applies. We are responsible for the light given, and many are working contrary to God's purposes by their narrow views. 
 
This dynamic way of looking at the salvation terms, gives one much more latitude in not worrying when one doesn't hear someone speak of one of the 
dimensions. However, it also provides several important realizations: 

a. When someone denies the reality of one of the dimension (for example, "No one is in Christ until they do something."), it is clear they are 
tearing apart what God has put together. 

b. The different dimensions have different importances depending upon one's point of spiritual growth, and the particular spiritual imbalance one 
is suffering from. Some may need more of the "past" realities and some may need more of the future ones. Some struggle with surrendering to 
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God because they do not see how much He has already done for them. Some need to be confronted with the future dimension when they have 
begun the walk of faith and are refusing to grow up. 

c. In general, however, note that each stage is best assured by grasping and responding more and more fully to the previous ones. "We have 
nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget...." 

 
3. The Manifold Wisdom of God 
 
Eph. 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God... 
 
The grace of God is revealed in "varied" gifts in the church. These are miraculous under the power of the Holy Spirit, yet united in one by the same 
Spirit. So the wisdom of God in its "many varied" dimensions is to be revealed in the church. His people are to show His infinite wisdom from the 
beginning of the salvation process through to its completion. On one hand it will be seen in the way Christians relate to all persons, especially those 
who have not yet been born into the family. On the other hand, His wisdom will be shown in the manner in which Christians themselves understand 
and enter into God's goal of spiritual maturity. 
 

He who studies the truth, who prayerfully opens the eyes of his understanding to see and his heart to receive the bright beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness, will be in harmony with the messenger and the message God sends. All the opposition, all the prejudice, all the 
suggestions of the enemy, will never make the truth less precious or less true. Only when men yield to the subtilty of the enemy does the 
truth become darkness to them. But even though the truth is opposed and spoken against by those who should be blessed, strengthened, 
and made joyful by it, its value and brightness is not lessened; for the Lord's messengers will hold up the telescope to the spiritual eye, 
that the truth may be seen from all points, and its value appreciated. (1888 Materials, p. 140) 

 
Covenant Redeemer/Deliverer and the Spectrum of Salvation 
 
After a horrendous description of our sinful condition, Isaiah 59 brings hope: 

19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 

20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. 
21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall 

not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth 
and for ever. 

 
"Redeemer" is in Hebrew lag ("ga'al") and is translated in LXX as ruomenov ("ruomenos"; participle of verb ruomai, "ruomai"). The LXX is 
used when Isaiah 59 is quoted by Paul in Rom. 11:26, 27.. 
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And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob:  for this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

 
The deliverance this Deliverer brings to the human race in the covenant, in turning "away ungodliness" and taking "away their sins," is what results in 
holiness. It also illustrates clearly the spectrum of dimensions we need to see in salvation, including sanctification. Paul uses the same verb "deliver" 
to describe the whole process in one verse, 2Cor. 1:10. 
 
Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 
 
Covenant Need in SDA Experience 
 
In considering the following, read III first, then II, then I: 
 

I:  Past II:  Present III:  Future 
This dimension SDAs have most poorly seen. It 
was new dimensions of this, which the cross 
powerfully portrays, that was the heart of the 
1888 message. The fruit of this dimension is a 
more adequate understanding and experience of 
the other two dimensions. Thus this dimension 
anchors individuals in their God-given identity, 
enables them to love others as Christ loved 
them, and thereby prepares people for Christ's 
coming. This dimension is the realm of God's 
faith, and is therefore the most powerful 
motivation to my faith (the second dimension) 
and to an enduring faith (the third dimension) 

<In attempting to find more assurance of 
salvation, many SDA in recent decades moved 
their focus from the third dimension to this 
dimension, even to the point of abandoning the 
inspired evidences of the third dimension. 
However, they have fallen short of digging 
down to the real foundation, that of the first 
dimension. 

<SDAs have historically focused on this 
dimension, and have lacked assurance of the first 
two. They attempted to build this third level of the 
house without the adequate foundations of the 
previous two. "We have nothing to fear for the 
future, except as we shall forget the way He has 
led and His teaching in our past history." (Letter 
32, 1892; see LS196) "Our past history" is 
dimensions I & II; this statement is as true for the 
corporate human race as it is for the corporate 
SDA church. 

 



 15 

Suggested Table of Three Dimensions of Covenant 
 
Covenant Between Father and Son Covenant Between God and Humans Covenant Completed 
Key words:  kingdom, promised, predestine, 
prepared, love Him, eternal, life, "before 
world", "foundation of the world" 

Key words:  kingdom, promised, bless, 
iniquity, their God, My people 

Key words:  kingdom, prepared, blessed, 
"foundation of the world", their God, My people, 
everlasting, 

 
as my Father has covenanted to give me, 

Lu 22:29 (Wey) and I covenant to give you,  
 
a Kingdom-- 

Mt 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: 

Tit 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that 
cannot lie, promised before the world began; 
1Co 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a 
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before [#4309] the world [#165] 
unto our glory: 
1Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 
Eph 1:5 Having predestinated [#4309] us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated [#4309] 
according to the purpose of him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will: 
Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world [#2889], that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love: 
2Ti 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but 

Heb 8:10 ‘But this is the Covenant that I will 
covenant with the house of Israel after those 
days,’ says the Lord: I will put My laws into 
their minds and will write them upon their 
hearts. And I will indeed be their God and 
they shall be My People. 
11 And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from 
the least to the greatest. 
 12 For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more. 

Rev. 21: 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God. 
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according to his own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, [#166 & #5550] 
Tit 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that 
cannot lie, promised before the world [#166] 
began; 
1Pe 1:20 Who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world [#2889], but was 
manifest in these last times for you 
Jas 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him. 
Jas 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love him? 
1Jo 2:25 And this is the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life. 

Acts 3:25 Ye are the children of the prophets, 
and of the covenant which God made 
[covenanted] with our fathers, saying unto 
Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the 
kindreds of the earth be blessed. 
 26 Unto you first God, having raised up his 
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning 
away every one of you from his iniquities. 
[not same "iniquity" as Heb. 8:12] 

2Pe 1:11 For so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Suggested Table of Three Dimensions of Sanctification 
 
Usually we see the salvation terms as describing only one part of the process. For example: 
Provisional sacrifice by Christ on cross Justification by faith, followed by 

Sanctification 
Sanctification leading to Glorification 

 
While certain words may have their main emphasis on one dimension, I have found (and am continuing to find) an abundance of evidence that all of 
the salvation terms have application in the inspired writings for all three dimensions of the process of salvation. (See Appendix B for suggestions for 
three dimensions in the use of other salvation words.) 
 
Sanctified (in Christ) Sanctified (by faith) Sanctified (full holiness restored) 
1Co 7:14 For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband: else were 
your children unclean; but now are they holy.  
Heb 10:10 By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 
Heb 10:14 For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
Heb 10:29 Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
Heb 13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might 
sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate. 

1Co 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God. 
Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave himself 
for it; 
 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, 
 27 That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish. 

1Th 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Re 22:11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: 
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and 
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and 
he that is holy, let him be holy still. 
("let him be sanctified still"; verb = hagiazo, 
translated sanctify 26 of 29 uses) 

These men [the wealthy classes] are in need of 
the gospel. They need to have their eyes turned 
from the vanity of material things to be hold 
the preciousness of the enduring riches. They 
need to learn the joy of giving, the blessedness 

We are to manifest patience, revealing to the 
world what it means to be a practical doer of 
the words of Christ, ever remembering that our 
life is bound up with the life of Him who died 
for us. Christ and the child of humanity 

Christ, who connects earth with heaven, is the 
ladder. The base is planted firmly on the earth in 
His humanity; the topmost round reaches to the 
throne of God in His divinity. The humanity of 
Christ embraces fallen humanity, while His 
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of being co-workers with God…. Let the 
wisest, the most trustful, the most hopeful, 
laborers seek for these souls. With the wisdom 
and tact born of divine love, with the 
refinement and courtesy that result alone from 
the presence of Christ in the soul, let them 
work for those who, dazzled by the glitter of 
earthly riches, see not the glory of the heavenly 
treasure. Let the workers study the Bible with 
them, pressing sacred truth home to their 
hearts. Read to them the words of God: "But 
of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption." 
(6T257) 

become one, so that the Spirit and character of 
Christ are represented in his followers day by 
day and hour by hour. By faith Christ 
becomes unto the believer righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. 
(ST7/11/1892, par. 3) 

divinity lays hold upon the throne of God. We are 
saved by climbing round after round of the 
ladder, looking to Christ, clinging to Christ, 
mounting step by step to the height of Christ, 
so that He is made unto us wisdom and 
righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. Faith, virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and charity are the rounds of this ladder. 
All these graces are to be manifested in the 
Christian character; and "if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ." 2 Peter 1:10, 11. (6T147) 

Holiness by virtue of union: 
Christ united humanity with divinity. 
What does that say to us? "This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." It says to 
you, I, God, have sent My Son into your world, 
and through Him is opened all heaven to fallen 
man. After the sin of Adam man was divorced 
from God, but Christ came in. He was 
represented through the sacrificial offerings 
until He came to our world. Here Christ offers 
this prayer, and what does it say to us? The 
human race is accepted in the Beloved. His 
long human arm encircles the race, while with 
His divine arm He grasps the throne of the 
Infinite, and He opens to man all of heaven. 
The gates are ajar today. Christ is in the 
heavenly sanctuary and your prayers can go up 
to the Father.  {1888 124.5} 

Holiness by virtue of union: 
Believer enters by faith into the identity Christ 
has already created in humanity (not a holy 
flesh, but a holiness while still in sinful flesh. 
Rom. 8: 8 So then they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. 

Holiness by virtue of union: 
Overcomers united with God forever 
Rev. 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God. 
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The parable of the wedding garment opens before us a lesson of the highest consequence. By the marriage is represented the union of humanity with 
divinity; the wedding garment represents the character which all must possess who shall be accounted fit guests for the wedding.  {COL 307.1} 
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Ellen White and Covenant Sanctification (emphases supplied) 
 
Our crucified Lord is pleading for us in the presence of his Father at the throne of grace. His atoning sacrifice we may plead for our pardon, our 
justification, and our sanctification. The Lamb slain is our only hope. Our faith looks upon him, grasps him as the one who can save to the uttermost, 
and the fragrance of the all-sufficient offering is accepted of the Father. Unto Christ is committed all power in heaven and in earth, and all things are 
possible to him that believeth. Christ's glory is concerned in our success. He has a common interest with all humanity. He is our sympathizing 
Saviour.  {RH, September 1, 1891 par. 2; this entire articles is supplied as a separate handout} 
 
The Lord assured Cain that if he did well, he should be accepted. But instead of heeding the counsel of God, he chose to take his own course, to 
follow the promptings of his sinful heart, and the result is before us. Let the youth consider that none of their ways or purposes are hidden from the 
eye of Jehovah. He is not ignorant of their self-will and self-sufficiency. He marks their course in despising the blood of the covenant that has been 
provided for their sanctification and redemption.  {ST, September 11, 1884 par. 5} 
 
Our sanctification is the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is the fulfilment of the covenant that God has made with those who bind 
themselves up with Him, to stand with Him, with His Son, and with His Spirit in holy fellowship. Have you been born again? Have you become a 
new being in Christ Jesus? Then co-operate with the three great powers of heaven who are working in your behalf. Doing this you will reveal to the 
world the principles of righteousness.  {ST, June 19, 1901 par. 4} 
 
All who enter into a covenant with Jesus Christ become by adoption the children of God. They are cleansed by the regenerating power of the Word, 
and angels are commissioned to minister unto them. They are baptized in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. They pledge 
themselves to become active members of His church in the earth. They are to be dead to all the allurements of worldly desires; but in conversation and 
godliness, they are, through sanctification of the Spirit to exert a living influence for God.  {SD 15.2} 
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Appendix A 
 

Draft Thoughts on Materialism, Spiritualism, Pantheism, and Realism 
as applied to 

Righteousness, Faith, Works, Justification, and Sanctification in Salvation 
 
(Credit goes to Carsten Johnsen for beginning many of these ideas in my understanding.) 
 
Materialism 
1. looks for works, and calls only that physical thing righteousness 
2. with an outward focus, deals not with the inward roots of sin; works become a heartless external 
3. confuses realism with pantheism, thinking God’s spiritual connection with and view of all physical creatures (that all are in His heart; that He 

claims each as His by creation and redemption; that all are in Him in this sense) is the same as saying God is in all 
4. in failing to understand faith and its primary function, denies the heart of righteousness, resulting in an attack on sanctification 
 
Spiritualism 
1. looks for faith, and calls only that spiritual thing righteousness 
2. with an inward focus, de-emphasizes the outward acts; faith becomes a bodiless ghost 
3. confuses realism with pantheism, thinking the union of humanity and divinity (partaking of the divine nature) in a concrete physical sense is a 

pantheistic mixing of God and man 
4. in failing to see the way in which the spiritual indwells the physical, divests righteousness of anything but a legal fiction (righteousness is only 

justification, and justification is only a verdict by God based on a person’s faith), resulting in an attack on sanctification 
 
Pantheism 
1. sees God’s very nature is such that as righteousness He is in everyone 
2. views God’s nature and the physical realm so intertwined that we partake of God by the simple physical actions of breathing and eating 
3. makes of none effect the atonement by God’s very nature; He has always been with us, so we just need to grasp that; His presence always with us 

means we do not need to be transformed for that to become a reality  
4. blurs the Creator and the creation, leading to creature worship 
5. in holding His presence with us in a co-mingled way, teaches that the change we need is not a change in nature but a change only in perception, 

resulting in an attack on sanctification 
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Realism 
1. sees God in His nature apart from His creation, but connected intimately with His creation 
2. grasps that God as righteousness views all in faith and love (His righteousness is manifest in His faith working by His love; He is in this sense 

righteous by faith, not that He needs faith, but that He is the source of faith), beginning something for each, initiating and nurturing a relationship 
intended to lead to fellowship; this is righteousness by faith in its primary sense, by the faith of God 

3. understands that when the individual responds to God’s faith and love, by faith and love, God counts that as righteousness because it is; this is 
righteousness by faith in the secondary sense, by the faith response of the creature 

4. comprises faith working by love, and always has outward manifestations present 
5. results in genuine sanctification 
 
The truths of realism are particularly applicable to the end of the great controversy. Failure at this end time to separate clearly the roles of Christ and 
Satan (the two goats on the Day of Atonement) would perpetuate the confusion that sin originally introduced, resulting in continuing imbalance, and 
leading to materialism, pantheism, or spiritualism as described above. It will be seen that sin is destructive, not God, though He is actively in control 
of how that is revealed and released. The truths of Isa. 6 and Rom. 7 become clear for the people of God in the last days, being a Day of Atonement 
experience. The relation between God, law, righteousness, life, sin, and death are clarified, and man’s true condition in sin laid bare. This brings 
spiritual maturity as self-dependence is replaced by God-dependence, and the eyesalve is applied. As a people begin to see as God sees, the devil’s 
power over them falls away, they overcome as Christ overcame and are clothed for the wedding. 
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Appendix B 
Other Words to Describe the Process 

 
Salvation 
Christ … saved the fallen race. (Lt 280a, 
1904; 21MR416) 
It was the love of God that saved the fallen 
race from eternal death.  (MS 136, 1902; 
7BC956) 

Simple faith in the atoning blood can save my 
soul: and with John. I must call the attention of 
all to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. Jesus has saved me, though I 
had nothing to present to him, and could only 
say:-- "In my hand no price I bring, Simply to 
thy cross I cling." (PH89; 1897) 

We are never to rest in a satisfied condition, and 
cease to make advancement, saying, "I am saved." 
When this idea is entertained, the motives for 
watchfulness, for prayer, for earnest endeavor to 
press onward to higher attainments, cease to exist. 
No sanctified tongue will be found uttering these 
words till Christ shall come, and we enter in 
through the gates into the city of God. Then, 
with the utmost propriety, we may give glory to 
God and to the Lamb for eternal deliverance. As 
long as man is full of weakness,--for of himself 
he cannot save his soul,--he should never dare 
to say, "I am saved." (RH06/17/1890) 

 
Atonement 
The universal atonement by Christ on cross is 
the foundation of the process for all sinners. All 
have been blessed by what Christ has done, 
even if they are not eternally saved. 

Individual accepts the atonement. "Final atonement" is accomplished. (e,g., PP357) 

 
Justification 
Rom. 3:23, 24 all ... being justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. 
26 the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus 
[literal = justifying one out of the faith of 
Jesus  
(dikaiounta ton ek pistewv ihsou)] 

Gal. 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the 
faith of Christ, 

Re 22:11 and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: 
[literal = let him be justified still (dikaiwyhtw 
eti)] 
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Glorification 
Rom 8: 29  For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 
 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called: and whom he called, them he 
also justified: and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified. 

John 17:22 And the glory which thou gavest 
me I have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one: 
2Co 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Eph. 5: 27 That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. 
Php 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even 
to subdue all things unto himself. 
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Appendix C 
 

Miscellaneous Thoughts from Carsten Johnsen on "Sanctification" 
(emphases supplied) 

Agape and Eros 
You will easily grasp the reason why the Christian Agape could not, under any circumstances, accommodate herself to the easy escape into the 

pagan habit of jacking oneself down to a much lower level of consciousness, even to the extreme of Nirvana un-consciousness (falsely called 
universal consciousness, or the consciousness of the "world soul.")  The reason is to be found in the part played, in Agape's unchangeable philosophy, 
by the concept of sanctification.  Sanctification is consistently shown, by the Bible, to be the diametrical opposite of impersonalization.  
Sanctification means an ever increasing intensification of the intelligent creature's consciousness, his awareness of his own insufficiency and 
imperfection.  At the same time, it means intensive awareness of God's absolute sufficiency and wonderful perfection.  It is through an ever increasing 
nearness to God, and by beholding Him as He is, in terms of the true Agape vision, that man himself is changed in that process called sanctification.  
You can see, can't you, how catastrophic a lowering of the level of personal consciousness, according to the traditional Eros pattern, is bound to 
become.  You can also see the valid reason I have for saying that Eros' nature is to hate one thing more than all others:  holiness! (p. 219) 

 
There is so much altercation among theologians over certain "problems" relative to sanctification; for instance, this question popping up again 

and again:  the obligation to become perfect in this life.  It might be wholesome, then, for our theology to keep in mind one pertinent point:  The 
highest summit of perfection any man can evidently reach on this earth is just the perfection of Penitentia, Metanoia, with all that this implies.  But 
this repentance, or penitence, or penance, is the attitude that never loses sight of Dei sola gratia.  So it immediately becomes a constant safeguard 
against man's greatest peril, in discussions on sanctification:  self-aggrandizement and self-delusion. (p. 235) 
 
Day of Destiny 

Where, indeed, does the peculiar love of this intensively personal God for His elect ones reach its point of culmination?  Precisely in His fatherly 
determination to sanctify them.  That sanctification (setting apart, or sacred particularization) of a chosen people (a "handpicked" people) is clearly 
the glorious aim and the whole significance of the Sabbath in both Testaments. 

Here we have arrived at an extremely important point.  Attentive observers, laymen as well as theologians, have stood back in awe and wonder at 
the attributes of God, as He reveals Himself in the Old and New Testament.  He is the God who insists on making His intelligent creatures holy.  
Some have called it God's passion for holiness, His passion for making those around Him like unto Himself; that is holy--nothing short of this! 

What does sanctification here mean?  What is it God so "passionately" insists upon in this case?  His plan for the intelligent creature is 
unmistakable and inescapable:  Man should, day by day, reflect God's own image, more and more.  And now, if you ask what "God's image" stands 
for in this context, then I can give only one answer I find entirely meaningful:  It is God's supreme gift to men:  We have been esteemed worthy of 
being real persons like Him--endowed with freedom of will, that is, the freedom to serve, without restraint, of our own accord, the other ones--the 
Other One; that is a service of love.  That divine gift of personalism, means that the recipient can enjoy, in the depths of his mind and heart, 
something otherwise unheard-of in the world of earthly creation:  an ever increasing consciousness (some languages use "conscience" to describe the 
same great reality).  And to be intensively conscious here means to be increasingly conscious of the other ones, the Other One.  It means to be 
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lovingly aware of them as the core reality of your environment, the wonderful world of solidarity and totality in which the Creator has been pleased to 
place you.  In many cases this consciousness is bound to become identical with compassion.  To be like God is to be compassionate, full of pity, filled 
to the point of overflowing with the desire to help the helpless ones.  The ever increasing intensity of that fellowship feeling is what testifies to our 
being on the road toward likeness with God.  If we fail to possess this tender awareness of the other ones, the Other One, we should not flatter 
ourselves that we are on the road of sanctification.  Only the God who commands us to have that awareness, that tender attitude of the deepest agape, 
is also able to help us to appropriate it in our inmost lives.  And He will not be satisfied with us till He has had His way.  Let us make no mistake on 
that point.  Without sanctification intelligent creatures, endowed with freedom of will, just cannot be considered safe in the Kingdom of God. 

I think we have now already said clearly enough what that irrepressible divine urge for sanctification is.  It is nothing less than God's agape, the 
Christian love.  It is nothing but the Lord's boundless well of loving kindness, of tender mercy, something the world apart from Christ never knew. 
(pp. 65, 66) 
 

And what is the process taking place, when, day after day, and particularly Sabbath after Sabbath, man contemplates God's loving mercy and 
reflects it?  It is sanctification. (p. 74) 
 

And now, what does this have to do with the Sabbath commandment?  Of course we do know, if we are at all attentive and knowledgeable, that 
something strangely dramatic enters upon the scene with that fourth commandment.  The very first texts in the Bible dealing with the Sabbath testify 
to that fact.  And what happens as time passes?  The Sabbath commandment assumes a character of something gradually sharpening or intensifying.  
There is something ever more pointed about it.  New aspects of its nature are flashing out.  To be or not to be, that is the question.  And anything less 
than that could hardly be expected in the case of a commandment which is so intimately wound up with the issue of sanctification.  The God of the 
Sabbath is not only the God whose name is Jealous, but that "jealousy" makes Him stand out precisely as the God who insists on having His 
intelligent creatures sanctified.  To sanctification there is only one known alternative:  that is, the great fall--self-destruction.  God graciously permits 
the creaturely person who does not accept life on the terms on which He is able to offer it, to just sink back into the state of non-existence.  But to the 
one who has already been granted the glorious privilege of existing, on the highest level offered to any creature, non-life is bound to be tantamount to 
bottomless perdition.  The will-freedom he has been endowed with pushes him irresistibly toward the great either-or.  The concept of "rest" in this 
pointed case has nothing to do with passivity or flabbiness (laxness).  "Rest" here means sanctification, and that is no timeless Nirvana.  It rather has 
the endtime crescendo built into it.  Everything here is inexorably pointed toward a final goal, the dramatic rescue of "the brand plucked out of the 
fire" (Zec. 3:2). (p. 87) 
 
Mystic Omega of End-Time Crisis 

The gradual knocking down of the bulwarks is an incredible thing.  Here again it is our gnostic pride in our own intellectual accomplishments that 
prepares us psychologically for entering, without any serious pangs of guilty conscience, the track leading down to wilful transgression.  Any doctrine 
intimately connected with personal sanctification is then in the danger zone.  For nothing could be more foreign to spiritualism than that peculiar 
phenomenon:  sanctification.  "The enemy will bring in false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary.  This is one of the points on 
which there will be a departing from the faith" (RH, May 25, 1905). (p. 60) 
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 It should be evident enough that the questions here at stake are nothing less than those of the heavenly sanctuary and the end-time sanctification 
of individual persons for whom it has been erected.  We are faced with the "platform of eternal truth."  But that is a platform from which we can be 
drawn away, any day our personal determination to stand firmly fails.  It is a question of the landmarks, the basic verities having received the solemn 
name of present truth. (p. 96) 
 

Why do I dwell so emphatically and so lengthily on the topic of sanctification in a review of the mystic current of spiritualism among us in past 
and present?  For two reasons.  In the first place, sanctification is insisted upon as an absolute must for the people He is to save into the kingdom, 
while the same sanctification is what human beings insist on not having by any means.  In the second place, the very fact that we insist on not being 
"encumbered" with sanctification, this is what inevitably makes every one of us naturally prone to accept the allurement of pantheist teaching and 
pantheist practice. (p. 114) 
 

The plan of sanctification has now entered its ultimate end-time phrase.  So today, it is becoming more intimately related than ever to the signal 
questions of Sabbath and Sanctuary, and, in fact, to every single landmark doctrine of Seventh-day Adventism.  It is this gigantic plan of God that the 
evil one has tried-and is trying- to neutralize ("evaporize") by means of his false Alpha and his false Omega, devices he has had the audacity to 
introduce in the midst of the church at its most critical moment of history.  Please remember then:  it is sanctification in terms of a personally 
sanctified life, and this only, that constitutes the realism capable of ousting spiritualism. (p. 115) 
 
Omega II 

What reason did I have for any nagging doubts regarding the triumphant goal to be envisaged and our ability to reach it in Christ's name, with 
Christ's help?  For decades already it had been my unfailing experience during all inquiries into the strange avenues of the history of philosophy, that 
precisely the humblest ones among our pioneers -- including Ellen White of course -- had distinguished themselves through a factual grasp of 
essential truths which still seemed to remain almost a total secret to the famous experts in theology in the contemporary world.  I had, on so many 
occasions already, been tremendously impressed every time when I discovered what marvelous light of historical knowledge had come to our 
pioneers through the inscrutable instrumentality of the Spirit of Prophecy writings.  

This applied in a remarkable way to the spectacular case of platonic spiritualism, which I was bound to get particularly acquainted with as the one 
paramount trend penetrating the whole philosophy of our Greek-inspired Occidental culture.  In my book, The Mystic Omega of Endtime Crisis, I am 
giving a brief analysis of precisely some weird and little heeded facts connected with the pantheist movement as a special feature in our Church's 
history, bent on destroying, in our peculiar environment, the effects of sanctification, making its penetration simply impossible. 

I have become increasingly impressed over the years by the profound knowledge available to you and me about this main-stream phenomenon of 
all Western philosophy.  It is a unique enlightenment for which we are endlessly indebted to the Spirit of Prophecy. 

Now why have not theologians in general in the Christian Church become more consciously aware of a matter as essential as this for a due 
understanding of the rash conclusions theological scholars have tended to draw right in the core of those tremendously important questions so 
intimately connected with our Lord's call to holiness? (p. 8) 
 


