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Old and New Covenants in Two Dimensions 
The Relationship of Faith and Blood 

Fred Bischoff 
(Gospel Study Group, Andrews University, March 15-17, 2002) 

 

Sequence to build two dimensional table:  follow numbers in order. 
2. God promised (Gen. 3:15) 
• enmity between mankind and Satan (spiritual mind contrary to 

carnal nature which is naturally at enmity with God; Rom. 8:6,7; 
same word as LXX uses in Gen,. 3:15); 

• bruising of Seed's heel by Satan (death of cross); 
• crushing of Satan's head by Seed (victory of cross). 
7. The Reality behind the types came. The "Lamb of God", "our 

Passover" was "sacrificed for us" (John 1:29; 1Cor. 5:7). For us He 
qualified in all ways to be "a merciful and faithful High Priest", and 
"passed into the heavens" for us (Heb. 2:17; 4:14). 

 

3. God gave Adam and Eve a coat of skins (Gen. 3:21), a blood 
covering, showing what the animal sacrifices were to typify. 

4. By faith Abel offered a blood sacrifice, which was accepted by God, 
and through which Abel was given witness that he was righteous 
(Gen. 4:4; Heb. 11:4). 

8. When the time came for the old types to "vanish away" (Heb. 8:13), 
Christ gave new types of His body given, His blood shed (Luke 
22:19, 20), blood of the new covenant (Matt. 26:28; Mark 14:24), of 
the new covenant in His blood (Luke 22:20); these types were to 
remain "till He come" (1Cor. 11:26) 

6. The danger of making the type everything, and losing sight of the 
reality behind it and our utter need of that reality, has existed since 
the beginning of the type (Ps. 51:16, 17). 

9. After 4000 years of types, when the Antitype came there was a 
special, "present truth" danger of not moving from type to antitype; 
addressed at length in book of Hebrews. 

10. There remains a danger of engaging in covenant types given for our 
era not for the better but for the worse, unworthily, without 
discernment (1Cor. 11:17, 27, 29). 

 1. Adam and Eve sewed fig leaves together for a covering; bloodless 
covering (Gen. 3:7) 

5. Cain offered a bloodless sacrifice (rejecting the blood sacrifice, its 
expression of humility, its confession of the wage of sin borne by 
Another); this sacrifice was not accepted by God, through which 
acceptance alone Cain could be exalted; so sin remained at his door 
(Gen. 4:5-7) 
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Blood and the Covenants 
 

God's Intent (New Covenant Experience) Never God's Intent (Old Covenant Experience) 
Of faith • Under grace • Spirit • Gives life  
Law of the Spirit of life • Always Glorious 

New Covenant • Divinity (emphasis) + Humanity 
Christ's blood (life of the Creator) 
• the antitype; the reality in contrast to type; cannot be the type 
• better (best); more glorious 
• present always, casting shadow in space at any time; "everlasting covenant" (Heb. 

13:20); "Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Rev. 13:8) 
• in flow of history, shed after types; therefore "new covenant" (Heb. 9:15); 

"establish the second" (Heb. 10:9); only in this sense sequential or dispensational; 
casting shadow in back in time, replacing the types that preceded it 

• alone has power to cleanse roots of sin; "power of an endless life" (Heb. 7:16); 
"purge your conscience" (Heb. 9:14) and "take away sins" (Heb. 10:4) 

• "wages of sin" paid; fulfills, explains "law of sin and death" (Rom. 6:23; 8:2) 
• law written in heart; Spirit dwelling in soul temple 

Of works • Under law • Flesh, letter • Kills 
Law of sin and death • Never Glorious 

Old Covenant (New Covenant in types) • Divinity + Humanity (emphasis) Old Covenant • Humanity 
Blood of animals 
• type of Christ's blood; an overlay confessing the reality 
• shed "by faith" (e.g., Abel's sacrifice, Heb. 11:4; Moses' sprinkling of passover 

blood, Heb. 11:28) 
• shadow of ever-present reality behind it in space 
• shadow of historical reality following it in time; therefore "old" covenant (Heb. 

8:13); "taketh away the first" (10:9); only in this sense sequential or 
dispensational; shadow of what was to follow it in time; replaced by the reality 
that followed it and new types; if sequence not followed, attempt to make old 
types the reality 

• God-ordained 
• unless seen to be shadow of heavenly above, all that is left is earthly, carnal-> 
• reading of old covenant with veil removed; glorious 

Blood of animals 
• not as a type of Christ's blood = Christless 
• making the type everything (life of the creature, creature merit); denying the 

reality behind the type 
• rejects the "law of sin and death" as touching God 
• position of Jews unless accept Christ; unless accept type as type only 
• pagan systems of blood sacrifices (even human blood) 
• form of godliness without power of godliness (2Tim. 3:5; cf. Rom. 1:16; 1Cor. 

1:17, 18, 23; 2 Pet 1:3,4) 
• reading of old covenant with veil; can't see Christ 

 Old Covenant • Humanity 
 No blood 

• denying the type and therefore the reality, the antitype = Christless 
• Cain's offering:  by works 
• rejects the "law of sin and death" by rejecting death (form of spiritualism) 
• also form of godliness without power of godliness 
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Faith, Promise, and Worship in Regards to the Covenants 

God's faith and initiative: 
• God gives everything to save us; gives Himself. 
• God made garment of skins for Adam and Eve. 
• Christ has "given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweetsmelling savour" (Eph. 5:2) 
• God promises 

 

Man's faith leaning totally on God's faith: 
• God desires a response from us proportionate to His initiative. 
• God wants us to give everything, to give ourselves. 
• From the beginning Adam and Eve wore their garment of skins as 

acknowledgment God's promised Gift; Abel's sacrifice was faith in real Sacrifice. 
• Other examples:  Abraham made "a solemn vow of perpetual obedience." 

(PP137); Jacob's "solemn vow" in "deep gratitude" of "the promise" (PP187); 
Hannah's "solemn vow" (PP570); Samson's "solemn vow" (ST7/1/03); each 
church member enters a "solemn vow" (5T460); "at our baptism we took upon 
ourselves a solemn vow" (20MR129). 

• Abraham was willing to give his son, yet confessing that the Lord would provide 
the sacrifice (Gen. 22:8). 

• At Sinai "God had chosen Israel as his people, and they had chosen him as their 
King." {RH, February 19, 1914 par. 2} "The covenant that God made with His 
people at Sinai is to be our refuge and defense.… This covenant is of just as much 
force today as it was when the Lord made it with ancient Israel." (SW March 1, 
1904).  {1BC 1103.10}. "This is the pledge that God's people are to make in these 
last days." {RH, June 23, 1904 par. 8}. 

• "We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ" (2Cor. 2:15). 
• Publican:  "God be merciful (make reconciliation) to me the sinner" (Luke 18:13) 
• Some things that man was to do were temporary (types that met antitype); these in 

passing away were called "old covenant", etc. 
• Some things man is to do will never change (faith that works); these are identified 

with the "everlasting covenant". 

Man trusts in his own ability to do what God says: 
• Unbelief in the reality behind the types leads man to presumption to think that 

what he does in carrying out the types has merit in itself, and / or he has the right 
to alter the types to please his human wisdom. 

• Man can depend upon what he has promised God. 
• Israel "feeling that they were able to establish their own righteousness" promised 

God to obey. (PP371; Exo. 24:7) 
• Stench of sacrifices (Amos 5:21) = types with no faith in the reality 
• Unbelief leading Israel to trust in animal sacrifices 
• Unbelief leading Christians to trust in sacraments of Lord's supper, not discerning 

the Lord's body (1Cor. 11:29) 
• Unbelief leading Romanism to pervert the Lord's supper into the mass 
• Creature worship (Rom. 1:25) 

 Man trusts in his own forms of "spirituality": 
• This extreme of sinful human response is inherent in sin; thus Adam and Eve 

immediately made their own coverings. 
• Unbelief leads man not only to pervert the types, but to reject them totally. 
• Man feels no need before God. 
• Cain on the very borders of Eden exhibited this spirit. 
• Pharisee:  "God I thank you that I am not as other men" (Lk 18:11) 
• Laodicea 
• Farthest from the truth and most offensive to God 
• Creature worship in the extreme 
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The Law and the Covenants 
God's law written on the heart (antitype): 
• law as written in the heart; inherent in perfect creation; re-written in redeemed, 

becomes living letter (Heb. 8:10; 2Cor. 3:3) 
• "law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:2) brings life; "ordained to life" 

(Rom. 7:10); "Spirit gives life" (2Cor. 3:6); law in Christ brings life [see WWP 
"The Law in Christ"] 

• "law" fulfilled by Christ's life and death (Matt. 5:17) "in the likeness of sinful 
flesh" (Rom. 8:3), "that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us" 
(Rom. 8:4; "fulfilled" = same word as Matt. 5:17); promise of God fulfilled 

• "under grace" (Rom. 6:14) 
• "dead to the law by the body of Christ' (Rom. 7:4); "law of sin and death" (Rom. 

8:4) fulfilled in Christ 
• "The commandment came [in Christ], sin revived, and I died" (Rom. 7:9) 
• confess (1) the reality of the battle between the "law of my mind" and the "law in 

my members"; (2) "O wretched man that I am" (Rom. 7:23, 24); (3) deliverance is 
"through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 7:25) 

• "grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17); "grace [of Christ, of the 
Spirit] much more abounds" (Rom. 5:20) 

• Sabbath rest; rest in Christ (Matt. 11:28, 29; Heb. 4:9, 10) 
• "the body is of Christ" (Col. 2:17); "heavenly things" (Heb. 8:5); "good things to 

come", "the very image of the things" (Heb. 10:1) 

 

God's law written on tables of stone in the ark (type) [or on paper]: 
• as "tables of the covenant" (Heb. 9:4) are His promises to mankind 
• placed in "the ark of the covenant" (Heb. 9:4), under the mercy seat, whereon the 

blood was sprinkled (Lev. 16:14, 15) 
• setting of the Spirit, shows law fulfilled in Christ (both positive and negative) 
• points to law in Christ; "they … testify of Me" (John 5:39); "in all the scriptures 

the things concerning Himself" (Luke 24:27) 
• "under grace" (Rom. 6:14) in types; "under law" (Rom. 6:14) as a "schoolmaster 

unto Christ" (Gal. 3:24); law "to bring us unto Christ" [see 1888: 1375] 
• law of circumcision "a seal of the righteousness of the faith" (Rom. 4:11) 
• "the law was given by Moses" (John 1:17); "the law entered, that the offence 

might abound" (Rom. 5:20) 
• Sabbath as sign of rest in Christ 
• "meat, …drink, … holyday, … new moon, … the sabbaths", "a shadow <4639> of 

things to come" (Col. 2:16, 17); "the example and shadow <4639> of heavenly 
things" (Heb. 8:5); "the law having a shadow <4639> of good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, " (Heb. 10:1) 

God's law left on tables of stone: 
• "letter kills" (2Cor. 3:6) 
• "law of sin and death" (Rom. 8:2) condemns without Christ, out of Christ 
• without Christ law becomes means of salvation, "by the works of the law" (Rom. 

9:32) 
• "law … was weak through the flesh" (Rom. 8:3) 
• "under law" (Rom. 6:14) as means of justification, righteousness, life (Rom. 3:20, 

28; Gal. 2:16, 3:11, 21; 5:4) 
• "circumcised…, justified by the law" (Gal. 5:3,4) 
• "I was alive without the law [in Christ] once" (Rom. 7:9); cf. "knowest not that 

thou art wretched" (Rev. 3:17) 
• Sabbath as sign of salvation by works; no rest; e.g., Jews who crucified Christ, 

and rushed to keep the Sabbath 
• external reality left external; deny the internal and inherent reality of it 
• law as substitute for Christ 

 God's law rejected: 
• "continue in sin "; "because we are … under grace" (Rom. 6:1, 15) 
• "no law" (Rom. 4:15) 
• "whatever is, is right"; "live as you please"; " man is accountable only to himself" 

(Ed228); no objective standard of how humans are to live 
• no sabbath; no rest; all days are holy 
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Key to Multiple Dimensions of the Covenants:  View of Law and Covenants in Galatians 
1 
Hebrews presents the new, second covenant as better 
2Cor. 3 sees this as more glorious, of Spirit 
Gal 3 states the covenant involved the promise 
Gal 4 states the one covenant involves freedom, is by promise 

 

2 
Hebrews presents the old, first covenant as God-ordained sacrificial types, shadows of 

heavenly things; it doesn't say this covenant kills, but states it cannot make perfect 
Prov. 13:14 says the law brings life 
Gal 3 says the law can't do away with the covenant and its promise, but was given to 

convict of sin, and can't give life 
Rom 7 says the law was ordained to life, but cannot do that because of sin working 

death based on the law; Paul seeing the reality thus died (death that leads to life) 
Rom 4 states that circumcision is a seal of righteousness by faith 

3 
2Cor 3 states the letter kills; (death that does not lead to life) 
Gal 3 says the law is not of faith, but of works 
Gal 4 pictures one covenant as being in the flesh, of bondage 
Gal 5 shows circumcision as a thing of bondage 

 4 
Rom 4 says that to deny law is to deny sin 
Rom 6 warns against excusing sin based on grace 

In the Gal. 4 description of the two covenants we clearly see how a human can take God's promise [1], and be mistaken regarding what he is to do with it, in feeling he must do 
something in his own power. Rather than responding in faith [2], he acts from doubt and in his own strength [3] attempts to bring the promised result to pass. So any God-given 
type of the new covenant (sacrifices, circumcision, etc.) [2], if taken as something one must do because it justifies and saves [3] rather than Christ [1], can become the old covenant 
in the sense that Gal. 4 uses it. Since it is a falsehood that the types can save, one remains in bondage to sin, and the type only serves to condemn him. 
 
If, on the other hand, the types [2] have their intended function, they direct us repeatedly to the reality [1], which is God's faith. This we grasp by faith, and evidence that faith by 
carrying out the God-directed types [2]. And in God's flow of history, these types become fulfilled in the Antitype [1], and pass away, not because they were false and wrong, but 
because they were mere types of the reality that has come and fulfilled them. They are old covenant in the sense of their passing, per Hebrews. To continue the types [2] at that 
point becomes an expression of unbelief in the Antitype [1], and likewise turns a God-given faith symbol [2] into an act of unbelief and human works [3]. 
 
God can even use types after the Antitype, to recall and commemorate His accomplishment, as in the Lord's supper, and to foreshadow the marriage supper of the Lamb. Whereas 
the sacrificial system in God's plan were old-covenant types of the new covenant, the communion services appear as new-covenant types. These will pass when He comes and we 
sit down with Him at the wedding feast. 
 
The tables of stone in a sense are types [2] of the reality of the law in the heart of God and of man [1]. Once Christ has fulfilled it, putting it into human flesh, the tables are not 
needed, but all 10 precepts are embodied where they originally were intended to reside, and are seen to be eternal. The symbol passes, but the reality remains. The law, not being a 
code at its core essence but an inherent principle of God's own character and implanted in His perfect creation, remains not in stone, but remains in the heart of God and all 
restored to His image. (1Cor. 13 states this truth. "When that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away." 1888:27 applies this to Day of Atonement.) 
 
So the old covenant in one sense is the God-given types [2], intended to confess God as source of salvation [1]. These were to pass away in the coming of the Antitype [1] who 
embodied faith and salvation. On the other hand, man's perversion of these types into a means of salvation [3], or even worse a rejection of them as unnecessary in any respect [4], 
are also called the old covenant. The new covenant, in contrast to both of these uses of the old covenant, is the reality of Christ as Savior, received into the heart of the believer. 
 
1. God's reality [1] stands behind all. 
2. God gives types [2]. 
3. Man's response determines whether the type is a thing of faith [2] ("Amen" and "solemn vow") or unbelief and works, that is,  [3] "I'll do it", or [4] "I don't have to do it". 
4. If man accepts the types in faith [2], they will pass away with the Antitype. [1] 
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Gal 3 
11 for, The just shall live by faith. 
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith. 
15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man’s 
covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, 
And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ. 
17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God 
in Christ,  
18 but God gave it [the inheritance] to Abraham by promise. 
19 the Seed should come to whom the promise was made 
20 God is one. 
22 that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe. 
23 faith came 
24 unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith 
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

 

11 for, The just shall live by faith. 
17 the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 

disannul [the covenant], that it should make the promise of none 
effect. 

19 ¶ Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid:  
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin,  
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the 
faith which should afterwards be revealed. 
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is 
evident: 
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them. 
13 the curse of the law, …, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God 
gave it to Abraham by promise. 
21 for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have been by the law. 
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 Gal. 4&5 
22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons,  
24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; 
Son 
22 the other by a freewoman. 
23 but he of the freewoman was by promise. 
Covenant 
26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 
27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and 
cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children 
than she which hath an husband. 
28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. 
29 after the Spirit 
31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the 
free. 
 
Application 
1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
2 Christ shall profit you 
4 grace 
5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 
6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 

Son 
22 the one by a bondmaid 
23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh 
Covenant 
24 the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage*, which is 
Agar. 
25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem 
which now is, and is in bondage with her children. 
29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit, even so it is now. 
30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and 
her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of 
the freewoman. 
Application 
1 be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing. 
3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor 
to do the whole law. 
4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified 
by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  

 
* ct. Exo. 20: 2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
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2Cor. 3 
2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 
3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us,  
 
but with the Spirit of the living God;  
 
but in fleshy tables of the heart. 

 
 
written not with ink, 
 
not in tables of stone, 

4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 
5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament;  
 
but of the spirit:  
 
but the spirit giveth life. 
 
 
 
 
8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 
 
much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 
 
by reason of the glory that excelleth. 
 
much more that which remaineth is glorious. 
12 ¶ Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 
 
 
 
which vail is done away in Christ. 
 
 
16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

6  
not of the letter,  
 
for the letter killeth 
 
7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done away: 
 
9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory,  
 
10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect,  
 
11 For if that which is done away was glorious,  
 
 
13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 
14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken 
away in the reading of the old testament;  
 
15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 
 

[see 1SM236ff for article on this passage] 
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Book of Hebrews 
Shows the new, second covenant realities 
• Divinity (Son, heir; 1:2) and humanity of Christ (seed of Abraham, 

for suffering of death) (Heb. 1 & 2) 
• Importance of faith in realities (Heb. 3 & 4), of going on to 

perfection (Heb. 5 & 6) 
• Cleansing of conscience 
• Better promises, better hope, power of an endless life 
• Move to new covenant, to inheritance, to rest, to promised land, to 

city with foundations (Jerusalem) 

 

Shows the old, first covenant is superseded by the new, second covenant 
• Contrast of Levitical with Melchesidek priesthoods (Heb. 7); 

contrast shows the essential nature of something better (must look 
up), otherwise all one is left with is a priesthood that is also sinful 
and dies, a carnal commandment that cannot make one perfect (fall 
over to earthly) 

• Contrast of God (endless life) with man (dies) 

Warns of moving here through unbelief rather than to new covenant 
• neglect so great salvation (Heb. 2:3; same verb as Matt. 22:5 "made 

light" of marriage of Son)  
• enter not in because of unbelief (Heb. 3:19) 
• tread under foot the Son of God (10:29) 
• count the blood of the covenant an unholy thing (10:29) 
• do despite to the Spirit of grace (10:29) 
• returning to country you were called out of (Heb. 11:15) 
• refuse Him that speaks from heaven (Heb. 12:25, 26) 

 Cain (Heb. 11:4) 
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Summary of Biblical Titles of Covenants 
Two Covenants 
New Covenant, Second Covenant, Everlasting or Perpetual Covenant  
Old Covenant , First Covenant (New Covenant in types) Covenant (Old Covenant in experience) 
 Covenant (Old Covenant in experience) 
 
Grammatical Modifiers of "Covenant" 
 
Use of the following words with or in relation to word "covenant" 
adjectives: 
• two 
• new 
• second 
• old 
• first  
• everlasting, perpetual 
verbs: 
• make old 
• wax old 
 
Two Covenants  
Duo diatheke (only use): 
Ga 4:24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two <1417> covenants <1242>; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 

which is Agar. 
 
 
New Covenant 
Chadesh berith (only use): 
Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new <02319> covenant <01285> with the house of Israel, and with the house 
of Judah 
 
Kainos diatheke (7 uses): 
Mt 26:28 For this is my blood of the new <2537> testament <1242>, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
Mr 14:24 And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new <2537> testament <1242>, which is shed for many. 
Lu 22:20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new <2537> testament <1242> in my blood, which is shed for you. 
1Co 11:25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new <2537> testament <1242> in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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2Co 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new <2537> testament <1242>; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life. 
Heb 8:8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new <2537> covenant <1242> with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 
Heb 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new <2537> testament <1242>, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 
 
Neos diatheke (only use): 
Heb 12:24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new <3501> covenant <1242>, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of 
Abel. 
 
New 
Kainos alone, in reference to covenant (only use): 
Heb 8:13 In that he saith, A new <2537> covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 
 
Second 
Deuteros alone, in reference to covenant (2 uses): 
Heb 8:7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second <1208>. 
Heb 10:9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second <1208>. 
 
Everlasting, perpetual covenant 
Olam berith (19 uses) 
Ge 9:16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting <05769> covenant <01285> between God 
and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 
Ge 17:7 And I will establish my covenant <01285> between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting <05769> 
covenant <01285>, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
Ge 17:13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant <01285> shall be in your 
flesh for an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285>. 
Ge 17:19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant <01285> 
with him for an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285>, and with his seed after him. 
Ex 31:16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual <05769> 
covenant <01285>. 
Le 24:8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken from the children of Israel by an everlasting <05769> 
covenant <01285>. 
Nu 18:19 All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer unto the LORD, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy 
daughters with thee, by a statute for ever <05769>: it is a covenant <01285> of salt for ever <05769> before the LORD unto thee and to thy seed 
with thee. 
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Jud 2:1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land 
which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never <05769> break my covenant <01285> with you. 
2Sa 23:5 Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285>, ordered in all things, and 
sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow. 
1Ch 16:17 And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285>, 
Ps 105:10 And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285>: 
Ps 111:9 He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant <01285> for ever <05769>: holy and reverend is his name. 
Isa 24:5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the 
everlasting <05769> covenant <01285>. 
Isa 55:3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285> with you, 
even the sure mercies of David. 
Isa 61:8 For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting 
<05769> covenant <01285> with them. 
Jer 32:40 And I will make an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285> with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 
Jer 50:5 They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual <05769> 
covenant <01285> that shall not be forgotten. 
Eze 16:60 Nevertheless I will remember my covenant <01285> with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting 
<05769> covenant <01285>. 
Eze 37:26 Moreover I will make a covenant <01285> of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting <05769> covenant <01285> with them: and I 
will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore <05769>. 
(cf. 2Chr 13:5; Ps. 105:8; 111:5; Isa. 59:21 
 
Aionios diatheke (only use) 
Heb 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 

everlasting <166> covenant <1242>, (cf. Heb. 9:15) 
 
 
Old covenant 
Palaios diatheke (only use): 
2Co 3:14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old <3820> testament <1242>; 
which vail is done away in Christ. 
 
Make old, wax old 
Palaioo (only use) and gerasko (only use), in reference to covenant: 
Heb 8:13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made <3822> the first old <3822>. Now that which decayeth <3822> and waxeth old <1095> is 
ready to vanish away. 
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First covenant 
Protos diatheke (only use): 
Heb 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under 
the first <4413> testament <1242>, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 
 
First 
Protos in reference to covenant (5 uses): 
Heb 8:7 For if that first <4413> covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 
Heb 8:13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first <4413> old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 
Heb 9:1 Then verily the first <4413> covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. 
Heb 9:18 Whereupon neither the first <4413> testament was dedicated without blood. 
Heb 10:9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first <4413>, that he may establish the second. 
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PP:  Chapter 32, The Law and the Covenants 
(outlined on two dimensional tables) 
 
Adam and Eve, at their creation, had a knowledge of the law of God; they were acquainted with its claims upon them; its precepts were written 
upon their hearts. When man fell by transgression the law was not changed, but a remedial system was established to bring him back to 
obedience… 
The promise of a Saviour was given,  
and sacrificial offerings pointing forward to the death of Christ as the 

great sin offering were established. 
 

  
But had the law of God never been transgressed, there would have been no death, and no need of a Saviour; consequently there would have been no 
need of sacrifices.  {PP 363.1} 
 

 Adam taught his descendants the law of God, and it was handed down 
from father to son through successive generations. But 
notwithstanding the gracious provision for man's redemption, 

 

there were few who accepted it and rendered obedience. By 
transgression the world became so vile that it was necessary to 
cleanse it by the Flood from its corruption.  

 
 The law was preserved by Noah and his family, and Noah taught his 

descendants the Ten Commandments. 
 

 

 
As men again departed from God, the Lord chose Abraham, of whom 

He declared, "Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes, and My laws." Genesis 26:5. 

 

To him was given the rite of circumcision, which was a sign that those 
who received it were devoted to the service of God--a pledge that 
they would remain separate from idolatry, and would obey the law 
of God. 

The failure of Abraham's descendants to keep this pledge, as shown in 
their disposition to form alliances with the heathen and adopt their 
practices, was the cause of their sojourn and bondage in Egypt. 

 But in their intercourse with idolaters, and their forced submission to the 
Egyptians, the divine precepts became still further corrupted with 
the vile and cruel teachings of heathenism. 

 
Therefore when the Lord brought them forth from Egypt, He came 

down upon Sinai, enshrouded in glory and surrounded by His 
angels, and in awful majesty spoke His law in the hearing of all the 
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people.  {PP 363.2} 
He did not even then trust His precepts to the memory of a people who 

were prone to forget His requirements, but wrote them upon tables 
of stone. He would remove from Israel all possibility of mingling 
heathen traditions with His holy precepts, or of confounding His 
requirements with human ordinances or customs. But He did not 
stop with giving them the precepts of the Decalogue. The people had 
shown themselves so easily led astray that He would leave no door 
of temptation unguarded. Moses was commanded to write, as God 
should bid him, judgments and laws giving minute instruction as 
to what was required. These directions relating to the duty of the 
people to God, to one another, and to the stranger were only the 
principles of the Ten Commandments amplified and given in a 
specific manner, that none need err. They were designed to guard 
the sacredness of the ten precepts engraved on the tables of stone.  
{PP 364.1} 

 

  
 
If man had kept the law of God, as given to Adam after his fall, 

preserved by Noah, and observed by Abraham,  
 

there would have been no necessity for the ordinance of circumcision. 
And if the descendants of Abraham had kept the covenant, of 
which circumcision was a sign, 

 
they would have kept God's law in mind, and there would have been no 

necessity for it to be proclaimed from Sinai or engraved upon the 
tables of stone.  

And had the people practiced the principles of the Ten Commandments, 
there would have been no need of the additional directions given 
to Moses.  {PP 364.2} 

 

 
 
they would never have been seduced into idolatry, nor would it have 

been necessary for them to suffer a life of bondage in Egypt;  

 
  
The sacrificial system, committed to Adam, was also perverted by his 

descendants. Superstition, idolatry, cruelty, and licentiousness 
corrupted the simple and significant service that God had appointed. 

 

 
 
Through long intercourse with idolaters the people of Israel had mingled 

many heathen customs with their worship; 
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therefore the Lord gave them at Sinai definite instruction concerning 
the sacrificial service. After the completion of the tabernacle He 
communicated with Moses from the cloud of glory above the mercy 
seat, and gave him full directions concerning the system of 
offerings and the forms of worship to be maintained in the 
sanctuary. The ceremonial law was thus given to Moses, and by 
him written in a book. But the law of Ten Commandments spoken 
from Sinai had been written by God Himself on the tables of stone, 
and was sacredly preserved in the ark.  {PP 364.3} 

 
 
There are many who try to blend these two systems, using the texts that speak of the ceremonial law to prove that the moral law has been abolished; 
but this is a perversion of the Scriptures. The distinction between the two systems is broad and clear.  
But concerning the law of Ten Commandments the psalmist declares, 

"Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven." Psalm 119:89. 
And Christ Himself says, "Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law. . . . Verily I say unto you"--making the assertion as emphatic as 
possible--"Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." Matthew 5:17, 18. Here 
He teaches, not merely what the claims of God's law had been, and 
were then, but that these claims should hold as long as the heavens 
and the earth remain. The law of God is as immutable as His throne. 
It will maintain its claims upon mankind in all ages.  {PP 365.1} 

 

The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to 
His sacrifice and His priesthood. This ritual law, with its sacrifices 
and ordinances, was to be performed by the Hebrews until type met 
antitype in the death of Christ, the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world. Then all the sacrificial offerings were to cease. It 
is this law that Christ "took . . . out of the way, nailing it to His 
cross." Colossians 2:14. 

 

  
 
[1] Concerning the law proclaimed from Sinai, Nehemiah says, "Thou 

camest down also upon Mount Sinai, and spakest with them from 
heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good 
statutes and commandments." Nehemiah 9:13. And Paul, "the 
apostle to the Gentiles," declares, "The law is holy, and the 
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commandment holy, and just, and good." Romans 7:12. This can be 
no other than the Decalogue; for it is the law that says, "Thou shalt 
not covet." Verse 7.  {PP 365.2} 

[3] it did not in the least detract from the obligation of the moral law. 
On the contrary, the very fact that it was necessary for Christ to die 
in order to atone for the transgression of that law, proves it to be 
immutable.  {PP 365.3} 

[2] While the Saviour's death brought to an end the law of types and 
shadows, 

 

  
 
 
But this is an error. All through the pages of sacred history, where the 

dealings of God with His chosen people are recorded, there are 
burning traces of the great I AM. Never has He given to the sons 
of men more open manifestations of His power and glory than 
when He alone was acknowledged as Israel's ruler, and gave the law 
to His people. Here was a scepter swayed by no human hand; and 
the stately goings forth of Israel's invisible King were 
unspeakably grand and awful.  {PP 365.4} 

 

 [2] speak of the Jewish age as one of darkness, and represent the 
religion of the Hebrews as consisting of mere forms and 
ceremonies. 

 [1] Those who claim that Christ came to abrogate the law of God and 
to do away with the Old Testament, 

 
 
 
[1] In all these revelations of the divine presence the glory of God was 

manifested through Christ. Not alone at the Saviour's advent, but 
through all the ages after the Fall and the promise of redemption, 
"God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself." 2 
Corinthians 5:19.  

[3] Since the sin of our first parents there has been no direct 
communication between God and man. The Father has given the 
world into the hands of Christ, that through His mediatorial work 
He may redeem man and vindicate the authority and holiness of 
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the law of God. All the communion between heaven and the fallen 
race has been through Christ. It was the Son of God that gave to 
our first parents the promise of redemption. It was He who 
revealed Himself to the patriarchs. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Moses understood the gospel. They looked for 
salvation through man's Substitute and Surety. These holy men 
of old held communion with the Saviour who was to come to our 
world in human flesh; and some of them talked with Christ and 
heavenly angels face to face.  {PP 366.1} 

[2] Christ was the foundation and center of the sacrificial system in 
both the patriarchal and the Jewish age. 

 

  
 
[1] Christ was not only the leader of the Hebrews in the wilderness--

the Angel in whom was the name of Jehovah, and who, veiled in the 
cloudy pillar, went before the host--but it was He who gave the law 
to Israel. Amid the awful glory of Sinai, Christ declared in the 
hearing of all the people the ten precepts of His Father's law. It was 
He who gave to Moses the law engraved upon the tables of stone.  
{PP 366.2} 

It was Christ that spoke to His people through the prophets. The apostle 
Peter, writing to the Christian church, says that the prophets 
"prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, 
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the 
glory that should follow." 1 Peter 1:10, 11. It is the voice of Christ 
that speaks to us through the Old Testament. "The testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." Revelation 19:10.  {PP 366.3} 

In His teachings while personally among men Jesus directed the minds 
of the people to the Old Testament. He said to the Jews, "Ye search 
the Scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and 
these are they which bear witness of Me." John 5:39, R.V. At this 
time the books of the Old Testament were the only part of the Bible 
in existence. Again the Son of God declared, "They have Moses and 
the prophets; let them hear them." And He added, "If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead." Luke 16:29, 31.  {PP 367.1} 
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The ceremonial law was given by Christ. … 
[3] Jesus was the light of His people--the Light of the world--before He 

came to earth in the form of humanity. The first gleam of light that 
pierced the gloom in which sin had wrapped the world, came from 
Christ. And from Him has come every ray of heaven's brightness 
that has fallen upon the inhabitants of the earth. In the plan of 
redemption Christ is the Alpha and the Omega--the First and the 
Last.  {PP 367.3} 

 
[humbling of God to His people:  "veiled in the cloudy pillar"; "gave the 

law to Israel"; "spoke to His people through the prophets"; "directed  
the minds of the people to the Old Testament", "Moses and the 
prophets"] 

[2] The ceremonial law was given by Christ. Even after it was no 
longer to be observed, Paul presented it before the Jews in its true 
position and value, showing its place in the plan of redemption and 
its relation to the work of Christ; and the great apostle pronounces 
this law glorious, worthy of its divine Originator. The solemn 
service of the sanctuary typified the grand truths that were to be 
revealed through successive generations. The cloud of incense 
ascending with the prayers of Israel represents His righteousness 
that alone can make the sinner's prayer acceptable to God; the 
bleeding victim on the altar of sacrifice testified of a Redeemer to 
come; and from the holy of holies the visible token of the divine 
Presence shone forth. Thus through age after age of darkness and 
apostasy faith was kept alive in the hearts of men until the time 
came for the advent of the promised Messiah.  {PP 367.2} 

 

  
 
[1] Since the Saviour shed His blood for the remission of sins, and 

ascended to heaven "to appear in the presence of God for us" 
(Hebrews 9:24), light has been streaming from the cross of Calvary 
and from the holy places of the sanctuary above.  

[3] The gospel of Christ sheds light upon  
[5] As new truths are revealed, 
 

 

[2] But the clearer light granted us should not cause us to despise that  
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which in earlier times was received through the types pointing to 
the coming Saviour. 

[4] the Jewish economy and gives significance to the ceremonial law. 
[6] and that which has been known from the beginning is brought into 

clearer light, the character and purposes of God are made manifest 
in His dealings with His chosen people. Every additional ray of light 
that we receive gives us a clearer understanding of the plan of 
redemption, which is the working out of the divine will in the 
salvation of man. We see new beauty and force in the inspired word, 
and we study its pages with a deeper and more absorbing interest.  
{PP 367.4} 

  
 
[2] The heart of Infinite Love was reaching out toward all the 

inhabitants of the earth. Though they had rejected Him, He was 
constantly seeking to reveal Himself to them and make them 
partakers of His love and grace.  

 

[3] His blessing was granted to the chosen people, that they might bless 
others.  {PP 368.1} 

[1] The opinion is held by many that God placed a separating wall 
between the Hebrews and the outside world; that His care and love, 
withdrawn to a great extent from the rest of mankind, were centered 
upon Israel. But God did not design that His people should build up 
a wall of partition between themselves and their fellow men. 

  
 
God called Abraham, and prospered and honored him; and the 

patriarch's fidelity was a light to the people in all the countries of his 
sojourn. Abraham did not shut himself away from the people around 
him. He maintained friendly relations with the kings of the 
surrounding nations, by some of whom he was treated with great 
respect; and his integrity and unselfishness, his valor and 
benevolence, were representing the character of God. In 
Mesopotamia, in Canaan, in Egypt, and even to the inhabitants of 
Sodom, the God of heaven was revealed through His 
representative.  {PP 368.2} 
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So to the people of Egypt and of all the nations connected with that 
powerful kingdom, God manifested Himself through Joseph. Why 
did the Lord choose to exalt Joseph so highly among the Egyptians? 
He might have provided some other way for the accomplishment of 
His purposes toward the children of Jacob; but He desired to make 
Joseph a light, and He placed him in the palace of the king, that the 
heavenly illumination might extend far and near. By his wisdom and 
justice, by the purity and benevolence of his daily life, by his 
devotion to the interests of the people--and that people a nation 
of idolaters--Joseph was a representative of Christ. In their 
benefactor, to whom all Egypt turned with gratitude and praise, that 
heathen people were to behold the love of their Creator and 
Redeemer. So in Moses also God placed a light beside the throne 
of the earth's greatest kingdom, that all who would, might learn of 
the true and living God. And all this light was given to the Egyptians 
before the hand of God was stretched out over them in judgments.  
{PP 368.3} 

 

  
  
 
In the deliverance of Israel from Egypt a knowledge of the power of 

God spread far and wide. The warlike people of the stronghold of 
Jericho trembled. "As soon as we had heard these things," said 
Rahab, "our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, because of you: for Jehovah your God, He is 
God in heaven above, and in earth beneath." Joshua 2:11. Centuries 
after the exodus the priests of the Philistines reminded their people 
of the plagues of Egypt, and warned them against resisting the God 
of Israel.  {PP 369.1} 

 

  
  
 
[1] God called Israel, and blessed and exalted them,  
[3] but in order to reveal Himself through them to all the inhabitants 

of the earth. It was for the accomplishment of this very purpose that 
He commanded them to keep themselves distinct from the idolatrous 
nations around them.  {PP 369.2} 
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[5] were abhorrent to God, and He commanded His people not to mingle 
with other nations, to "do after their works," and forget God. He 
forbade their marriage with idolaters, lest their hearts should be led 
away from Him. It was just as necessary then as it is now that God's 
people should be pure, "unspotted from the world." They must keep 
themselves free from its spirit, because it is opposed to truth and 
righteousness.  

 [2] not that by obedience to His law they alone might receive His favor 
and become the exclusive recipients of His blessings,  
[4] Idolatry and all the sins that followed in its train  
[6] But God did not intend that His people, in self-righteous 

exclusiveness, should shut themselves away from the world, so that 
they could have no influence upon it.  {PP 369.3} 

  
 
Like their Master, the followers of Christ in every age were to be the 

light of the world. The Saviour said, "A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in 
the house"--that is, in the world. And He adds, "Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven." Matthew 5:14-16. This is just what 
Enoch, and Noah, Abraham, Joseph, and Moses did. It is just what 
God designed that His people Israel should do.  {PP 369.4} 

 

 [1] It was their own evil heart of unbelief, controlled by Satan, that led 
them to hide their light, instead of shedding it upon surrounding 
peoples;  

[3] to shut themselves away in proud exclusiveness, as if God's love 
and care were over them alone.  {PP 370.1} 

 [2] it was that same bigoted spirit that caused them either to follow the 
iniquitous practices of the heathen or  

 
As the Bible presents two laws, one changeless and eternal, the other provisional and temporary, so there are two covenants. 
The covenant of grace was first made with man in Eden, when after 

the Fall there was given a divine promise that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent's head.  

 

To all men this covenant offered pardon and the assisting grace of  
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God for future obedience through faith in Christ. It also promised 
them eternal life on condition of fidelity to God's law. Thus the 
patriarchs received the hope of salvation.  {PP 370.2} 

  
 
[1] This same covenant was renewed to Abraham in the promise, "In 

thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." Genesis 22:18. 
This promise pointed to Christ.  

[3] The covenant with Abraham also maintained the authority of God's 
law. The Lord appeared unto Abraham, and said, "I am the 
Almighty God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect." Genesis 17:1.  

[5] And the Lord declared to him, "I will establish My covenant 
between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after 
thee." Genesis 17:7.  {PP 370.3} 

 

[2] [1] So Abraham understood it (see Galatians 3:8, 16), and he trusted 
in Christ for the forgiveness of sins. It was this faith that was 
accounted unto him for righteousness.  

[4] The testimony of God concerning His faithful servant was, 
"Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes, and My laws." Genesis 26:5.  

 

  
 
[1] Though this covenant was made with Adam and renewed to 

Abraham, it could not be ratified until the death of Christ. It had 
existed by the promise of God since the first intimation of 
redemption had been given;  

[3] yet when ratified by Christ, it is called a new covenant. The law of 
God was the basis of this covenant, which was simply an 
arrangement for  

 

[2] it had been accepted by faith; 
[4] bringing men again into harmony with the divine will, placing them 

where they could obey God's law.  {PP 370.4} 

 

  
 
[2] The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the blood of Christ, and 

it is called the "second," or "new," covenant, because the blood by 
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which it was sealed was shed after the blood of the first covenant. 
That the new covenant was valid in the days of Abraham is evident 
from the fact that it was then confirmed both by the promise and by 
the oath of God--the "two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie." Hebrews 6:18.  {PP 371.1} 

[1] Another compact--called in Scripture the "old" covenant--was 
formed between God and Israel at Sinai, and was then ratified by the 
blood of a sacrifice. 

 

  
 
[1] But if the Abrahamic covenant contained the promise of 

redemption,  
[4] In delivering them from Egypt, God sought to reveal to them His 

power and His mercy, that they might be led to love and trust Him. 
He brought them down to the Red Sea--where, pursued by the 
Egyptians, escape seemed impossible--that they might realize their 
utter helplessness, their need of divine aid; and then He wrought 
deliverance for them. 

[6] He had bound them to Himself as their deliverer from temporal 
bondage.  {PP 371.2} 

 

[2] why was another covenant formed at Sinai?  
[5] Thus they were filled with love and gratitude to God and with 

confidence in His power to help them.  
 

[3] In their bondage the people had to a great extent lost the knowledge 
of God and of the principles of the Abrahamic covenant. 

 
But there was a still greater truth to be impressed upon their minds.   
 
 

Living in the midst of idolatry and corruption, they had no true 
conception of the holiness of God, of the exceeding sinfulness of their 
own hearts, their utter inability, in themselves, to render obedience to 
God's law, and their need of a Saviour. All this they must be taught.  
{PP 371.3} 

 
[1] God brought them to Sinai; He manifested His glory; He gave them 

His law, with the promise of great blessings on condition of 
obedience: "If ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My 
covenant, then . . . ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation." Exodus 19:5, 6.  
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[3] They had witnessed the proclamation of the law in awful majesty, 
and had trembled with terror before the mount;  

 
[5] and now, seeing their sinfulness and their need of pardon, they 

were brought to feel their need of the Saviour revealed in the 
Abrahamic covenant and shadowed forth in the sacrificial 
offerings. Now by faith and love they were bound to God as their 
deliverer from the bondage of sin. Now they were prepared to 
appreciate the blessings of the new covenant.  {PP 371.4} 

[2] The people did not realize the sinfulness of their own hearts, and 
that without Christ it was impossible for them to keep God's law; 
and they readily entered into covenant with God. Feeling that they 
were able to establish their own righteousness, they declared, 
"All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient." Exodus 
24:7. 

 [4] and yet only a few weeks passed before they broke their covenant 
with God, and bowed down to worship a graven image. They could 
not hope for the favor of God through a covenant which they had 
broken;  

 
[2] The "new covenant" was established upon "better promises"--the 

promise of forgiveness of sins and of the grace of God to renew the 
heart and bring it into harmony with the principles of God's law. 
"This shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts. . . . I will forgive their iniquity, and 
will remember their sin no more." Jeremiah 31:33, 34.  {PP 372.1} 

 

 [1] The terms of the "old covenant" were, Obey and live: "If a man do, 
he shall even live in them" (Ezekiel 20:11; Leviticus 18:5); but 
"cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do 
them." Deuteronomy 27:26.  

  
 
[2] is written by the Holy Spirit upon the tables of the heart.  
[5] the righteousness of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. His 

obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart renewed by the Holy 
Spirit will bring forth "the fruits of the Spirit." Through the grace of 
Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God written upon our 
hearts. Having the Spirit of Christ, we shall walk even as He 
walked. Through the prophet He declared of Himself, "I delight to 
do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." Psalm 
40:8. And when among men He said, "The Father hath not left Me 
alone; for I do always those things that please Him." John 8:29. {PP 
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372.2} 
[1] The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone 
[4] we accept  

[3] Instead of going about to establish our own righteousness 

  
 
[1] The apostle Paul clearly presents the relation between faith and the 

law under the new covenant. He says: "Being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." "Do we then 
make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
law." 

[3] "God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit." Romans 5:1, 3:31, 8:3, 4.  {PP 373.1}  

 

 [2] "For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh"--it could not justify man, because in his sinful nature he 
could not keep the law-- 

  
 
God's work is the same in all time, although there are different degrees of development and different manifestations of His power, to meet the 
wants of men in the different ages. Beginning with the first gospel promise, and coming down through the patriarchal and Jewish ages, and even 
to the present time, there has been a gradual unfolding of the purposes of God in the plan of redemption. 
[2] is the very same that is revealed in the gospel.  
[4] have rolled back;  
[6] have disappeared; and Jesus, the world's Redeemer, stands 

revealed.  
[8] is the same that spoke the Sermon on the Mount. The great 

principles of love to God, which He set forth as the foundation of 
the law and the prophets,  

[10] The teacher is the same in both dispensations. God's claims are 
the same. The principles of His government are the same. For all 
proceed from Him "with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning." James 1:17.  {PP 373.2} 

 

[1] The Saviour typified in the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish law 
[3] The clouds that enveloped His divine form 
[5] the mists and shades 
[7] He who proclaimed the law from Sinai, and delivered to Moses the 
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precepts of the ritual law, 
[8] are only a reiteration of what He had spoken through Moses to the 

Hebrew people: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might." Deuteronomy 6:4, 5. "Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself." Leviticus 19:18. 

  
 
 
 
 


