Suggestion by Fred Bischoff for Future Meeting Topic

Overview of 1888 History, Concepts, Implications

Testimony of an Eyewitness: W. W. Prescott's 1901 Call to Repentance
"For the past thirteen years this light has been rejected and turned against
by many, and they are rejecting it and turning from it to-day; and I say to
every such one, 'Beware lest that come upon you which was spoken of
the prophets, Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish."" 1901 GC
Bulletin, p. 321

EGW!'s Calls to Repentance

1.

2.
3.

Corporate call in the article "Be Zealous and Repent" in
RH12/23/1890 (1888, p. 764ff).

Appeal to the GC delegates on March 24, 1891 (1888, p. 905).
Powerful call for repentance in September of 1892 addressed to O. A.
Olsen and directed to the brethren assembled in GC session. (1888, p.
1026, 1027).

. As late as 1902 she continued to echo the call in the context of

Minneapolis (1888, pp. 1796-1798).

. We find one of her most powerful appeals for corporate repentance

published in 1904 (87250, 251).

EGW!'s Description of the Significance of the Concepts: Two Letters to
0. A. Olsen

1.

"immense in its importance, reaching into heaven and compassing
eternity" Letter 22, 1892, (Written to O. A. Olsen, from Hanover
Road, Victoria Park, Adelaide, S. A., Nov. 23, 1892), PH002:23-28

. "the most momentous subjects" Letter 57, 1895, (Written to O. A.

Olsen, from Hobart, Tasmania, May 1, 1895), /1888 Materials, p.
1322-1343




WWP 1901 Call to Repentance
(Excerpt from April 15, 1901 Sermon at GC Session)

...I want to ask every soul here who has known something of the history
of this work, to think a little. Every one who knows the beginning of this
movement knows that there was wondrous power in it, not because they had
all the truth which God proposed to reveal to his people before he became
visible in the clouds of heaven, but because they walked in all the light he
gave them, rejecting nothing he sent them. Therefore he gave the witness to
their message; and souls were converted, not by the power of eloquence, but
by the power of the Spirit of God.

Some are here who remember the time when a mere hymn sung in the
Spirit would bring the whole audience to tears, because God’s melting Spirit
was there witnessing. Do not the hearts of some long for the ring of those
days? That time and experience will not come back by turning backward,
and going back to see how much light they had. That experience will come
by facing toward him who is the Light, and opening the windows of the soul
toward heaven, closing them toward earth, and stopping this listening to man
and putting the commandments of man in the place of the commandments of
God. The message that we have given, we want to take to ourselves. We
have given away the message until we have lost it.

I appeal to you. After that movement, and the Lord did not come, new
light broke in—Ilight upon the full truth of what it meant to keep the
commandments of God. The Sabbath truth and the sanctuary truth came
forward at the same time, because they were inseparable. The reform
marched forward with power. But there are many in this audience who can
remember when the pendulum began to swing back, and can also remember
when, thirteen years ago at Minneapolis, God sent a message to this people
to deliver them out of that experience.

What has been the history of this people and this work since that time?
Where do we stand now with reference to this message? How far has that
truth been received—not simply assented to, but actually received?—Not
far, I tell you. How far has the ministry of this denomination been baptized
into that Spirit?—Not far, I tell you. For the past thirteen years this light has
been rejected and turned against by many, and they are rejecting it and
turning from it to-day; and I say to every such one, “Beware lest that come
upon you which was spoken of the prophets, Behold, ye despisers, and
wonder and perish.”



What is the remedy?—The very same as of old, and no other,—
repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. When John the
Baptist came to prepare the way of the Lord under those circumstances that I
have set forth, what was his message? “Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” When Christ himself appeared, and began his work,
what did he say? —“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” When he sent out his disciples,
the apostles, in his stead, to carry on his work after he ascended, what did
they preach?—‘“Repent ye therefore, and be converted.” What are the
messages to the churches?—Repent, repent, repent. What is the message to
the Laodicean church?—"Be zealous therefore and repent.”

I have not seen and do not see now in this Conference, that real response to
the message that God has sent to us, that will be of any effective result in his
work. I am willing to face the fact, but it is a fact. I say that there ought to
come upon us, ministers of the word of Jesus Christ, such a spirit of
repentance as many of us have not known for many years. There ought to be
a work wrought at this Conference that we have seen no signs of yet. I have
prayed and prayed, that God would work it; and he is the only one who can
work it. I say to my brethren in the ministry, as well as to others, If we go
away from this Conference, this crisis in God’s work, this time when we,
God’s people, stand for the third and the last time facing that very
experience that we have studied in the scripture—if we go away from this
Conference without a decided and most marked change coming over us
different from what we have had,—may God pity his people and work!
(1901 GC Bulletin, p.321; compare 8T97, 98, 104-106)

EGW Calls to Repentance

The elements needed to understand corporate repentance post Minneapolis

are the following:

1. God deals with His church as a body, not just individuals

2. The call of Christ to the angel (leaders) of the church at Laodicea is
"Repent"

3. The message given by Jones and Waggoner is identified as the message
to Laodicea

4. The significance and intent of the message given at that time stretches
our human understanding, for it was to prepare a people to meet Christ.



The evidence is compelling that Ellen White was faithful in calling attention
to Jesus Christ's invitation to repent. All of her calls from the time of
Minneapolis onward for repentance must be seen in the light of this
message. The message is practical and enters every phase of ones life. What
the church did with the message was even more significant than what they
did with the messengers. The ebb and flow of church politics in regards to
individuals did not change the spiritual need.

1. Corporate call in the article "Be Zealous and Repent" in RH12/23/1890
(1888, p. 764ff). "The Lord has sent a message to arouse his people to
repent, and do their first works; but how has his message been received?
While some have heeded it, others have cast contempt and reproach on
the message and the messenger. Spirituality deadened, humility and
childlike simplicity gone, a mechanical, formal profession of faith has
taken the place of love and devotion." (p. 765)

2. Appeal to the GC delegates on March 24, 1891 (1888, p. 905). "Yes,
repent. It is not for you to be jealous of the reprover. It is not for you to
dissect or discount the message that God may send you. It is for you to
receive it, and reform, and be thankful that the Lord has not left you to
blindness of mind and hardness of heart. May God help you to be
converted."

3. Powerful call for repentance in September of 1892 addressed to O. A.
Olsen and directed to the brethren assembled in GC session. (1888, p.
1026, 1027).

I wish to plead with our brethren who shall assemble at the General
Conference to heed the message given to the Laodiceans. What a
condition of blindness is theirs! This subject has been brought to your
notice again and again, but your dissatisfaction with your spiritual
condition has not been deep and painful enough to work reform. "Thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." The guilt of self-deception is upon our churches. The
religious life of many is a lie.

Jesus has presented to them the precious jewels of truth, the riches of
His grace and salvation, the glistening white vesture of His own
righteousness, woven in heaven's loom and containing not one thread of
human invention. Jesus in knocking. Open the door of the heart, and buy
of Him the precious heavenly treasure. Shall His pleadings fall upon ears
that are dull of hearing, if not entirely closed? Shall Jesus knock in vain?
"See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh." If you will hearken, and open
the door, He will come in and sup with you, and you may sup with Him.



Will you respond, "Come in, Thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore
standest Thou without?"

I ask, What means the contention and strife among us? What means
this harsh, iron spirit, which is seen in our churches and in our
institutions, and which is so utterly unChristlike? I have deep sorrow of
heart because I have seen how readily a word or action of Elder Jones or
Elder Waggoner is criticized. How readily many minds overlook all the
good that has been done through them in the few years past, and see no
evidence that God is working through these instrumentalities. They hunt
for something to condemn, and their attitude toward these brethren who
have zealously engaged in doing a good work, shows that feelings of
enmity and bitterness are in the heart. What is needed is the converting
power of God upon hearts and minds. Cease watching your brethren with
suspicion.

. As late as 1902 she continued to echo the call in the context of
Minneapolis (1888, pp. 1796-1798).

... There were others who had received the truth from Christ's
teaching, and who were once ardent believers, rejoicing in the faith, but
who had lost their first love, and were without spiritual strength. Because
they did not hold the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end,
they were believing as men without faith. They quibbled about matters of
no special importance which were not given by the Lord as tests, and
dwelt upon their differences of opinion till these differences became as
mountains, separating them from Christ and from one another, destroying
unity and love.

We are in danger of falling into similar errors. Never should that
which God has not given as a test be carried as was the subject of the law
in Galatians. I have been instructed that the terrible experience at the
Minneapolis Conference is one of the saddest chapters in the history of
the believers in present truth. God forbids that the subject of the two laws
should ever again be agitated as it then was. Some are not yet healed of
their defection and would plunge into this subject once more. Should they
do this, differences of opinion would again create division. This question
must not be revived. (pp. 1795, 1796)

God sends to His church to-day this message: "Unto the church of the
Laodiceans write: These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out
of My mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,



and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of Me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with
Me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
(pp- 1797, 1798)

5. We find one of her most powerful appeals for corporate repentance
published in 1904. Note how she framed this in corporate, not individual,
terms.

Unless the church, which is now being leavened with her own
backsliding, shall repent and be converted, she will eat of the fruit of her
own doing, until she shall abhor herself. When she resists the evil and
chooses the good, when she seeks God with all humility and reaches her
high calling in Christ, standing on the platform of eternal truth and by
faith laying hold upon the attainments prepared for her, she will be
healed. She will appear in her God-given simplicity and 251 purity,
separate from earthly entanglements, showing that the truth has made her
free indeed. Then her members will indeed be the chosen of God, His
representatives. (81250, 251)

EGW!'s Description of the Significance of the Concepts: Two Letters to
O. A. Olsen (Letter 22, 1892 and Letter 57, 1895)

Letter 22, 1892, (Written to O. A. Olsen, from Hanover Road, Victoria Park,
Adelaide, S. A., Nov. 23, 1892), PH002:23-28

The Need of a Converted Ministry.
What can be said, what movements made to cleanse and purify the ministry?

The truth is all powerful, and can and will do the work upon the human
heart, if practiced, but the illustration of the ten virgins is an appropriate



symbol for our time. Five of them were wise, five of them were foolish. The
grand, life-giving truth of the Bible, if practiced, would make men wise
unto salvation; but the acceptancy of the Holy Spirit is not felt to be a
positive necessity. The teaching of the Bible would, if obeyed, make men
pure and keep them pure. "Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him." Mark
this charge of the apostle to the Corinthians, "Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."

The Bible religion has been regarded by those who profess to believe the
truth, as one influence among many others to act a part upon the human
agent. The only correct position is to regard it as the one influence over all
others. We should constantly ask ourselves, "Is this the way of the Lord?"
"Am I in all my words and all my actions treating God, my sovereign Ruler,
as supreme? and do I love God with all my heart, with all my mind, and with
all my soul, might, and strength, and my neighbor as myself?" If the Bible
truth were carried into every-day practice by those who teach the truth to
others, they would represent Christ in the home life. There would be earnest
work done, and souls would be given them as the reward of their ministry.
Where the individual himself is wanting in practical appreciation of the
truth, God cannot administer to sin, he cannot co-operate with the man who
is not a doer of his word.

We need a converted ministry; but you, my brother, must not feel that you
are all out of the way, because you see so little likeness to Christ in some
who preach the truth to others. If they pass on year after year, in the same
foolish-virgin way, the only course you can pursue is to let them out of the
ministry. Anything, anything but men who have had all the privileges of the
ministerial institutes, and yet do not absorb the truth, and therefore cannot
give the truth to others. The trouble is, the commandments of God are not in
their hearts, and are not practiced in their lives. The grand truths that have
come to our people have been haggled over; and although presented in a
clear, forcible manner, have been treated indifferently as though they might
touch them, they might have some connection with them, but as to being
nourished and strengthened by them, they are not. They are put to one side.
Some speak in commendation, as though it were a horse or a cow they were
inspecting with a view to purchasing, if the terms suited them. The truth
needs to be brought into their very life experience, the Holy Spirit to be an
abiding power in the life, sanctifying the soul day by day, and preparing,
moulding, and fashioning the character after the divine model. To some this



seems unessential. The fact is, there are many who expect to go into the
marriage supper of the Lamb with their old citizen's garments, in the place of
putting on the robe of Christ's righteousness, a free gift made to all, and
if all could have spiritual discernment, they would see that they could not
offend the Lord Jesus in so marked a manner as to keep on their old citizen's
garments as good enough for them. And when accosted by the Master's
friend who said, "Friend, how camest thou in hither, not having a wedding
garment?" what excuse can you render? There was the wedding garment,
provided at great cost, but passed by, by the self-satisfied one who preferred
his own ideas, customs, and practices, and in his self-importance takes his
seat among the company without the wedding garment.

The glorious, sanctifying truths of the Bible have been left in the outer
court. The truths of eternal interest that should govern and control the life,
are considered by many altogether too sublime for common life. But it is
essential that the great and grand truth,--the imparting of the Holy
Spirit, should be brought into contact with, and impregnate little things, and
supply the powerful motive to holiness, and lay out in clear lines, broad
principles for the regulation of the character and conduct of every day,
revealing Christ to the world. The purification of the sinner through the
atoning sacrifice of the Son of God, means much more than the finite
minds of many can seem to grasp. This is because the words, the spirit, the
mind, and heart are all bound down to earthliness and to sensuality, which is
a controlling power in the bed-chamber, where there should be pure and holy
aspirations after God. The Holy Spirit will not contaminate its purity by
associating with impurity, and Christ says, "Without me ye can do nothing."
Unless the Holy Spirit is with the worker, his efforts are without avail. Why!
Have we not had the most ennobling, elevating truths? What more can we
have than that we have had? And they are presented to us in the simplest
form, that the ignorant and unlearned may grasp them.

The forgiveness of sins and iniquities and transgressions, belongs in a
special sense to this time. We are in the anti-typical day of atonement, and
every soul should now be humbling himself before God, seeking pardon for
his transgressions and sins, and accepting the justifying grace of Christ, the
sanctifying of the soul by the operations of the Holy Spirit of Christ; thus the
carnal nature is transformed, renewed in holiness after the image of Christ's
righteousness and true holiness. The precious, golden links of truth are not
separate, detached, disconnected doctrines; but link after link, form one
string of golden truth, and constitute a complete whole, with Christ as its



living center. Salvation comes through practical godliness and faith in Jesus
Christ. Faith is made perfect through works, and is evidenced in the
character. To those who are teaching the truth, whose hearts are impure, and
who have not been converted, Christ says, "What hast thou to do to declare
my statutes? Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord." Oh, what truths
we have--full of power, and it is not possible to controvert these Bible
doctrines. There is no truth in heaven or in earth that would affect some
characters, although it might be presented in all power and matchless purity
and loveliness, because the heart does not love the practice of these holy
sentiments. The truth we have set before us for the past few years, is
immense in its importance, reaching into heaven and compassing
eternity. Satan and his confederacy of evil have made every effort to cover
up, to confuse minds, to make of none effect the precious, glorious truths
of God's word. We are living in strangely solemn times, and at the very
time when the people of God should be wide awake, many are asleep or
dead spiritually. There is great need of much work being done. Every
individual member of the church should look to the Captain for orders.

We are now on the very borders of the heavenly Canaan. You know how it
was with ancient Israel. Satan, through his agents, worked with his
temptations, and licentiousness came into the camp in a very bold defiant
attitude. The very harshest punishments alone could stop the bold advance of
impurity and crime. Well, we are now on the borders of the heavenly
Canaan, and those who are not now with all the advantages, all the light and
evidences of truth shining upon us as a people, purifying their souls by
living up to these advantages, are like the inhabitants of Sodom and the
antediluvian world, walking in the imaginations of their own hearts. What
guilt rests upon those who make this choice! The wickedness of the
antediluvians and Sodomites was so much that God could not perpetuate
their headstrong, independent, wicked lives. In mercy he proved himself a
God of vengeance. He who could so abundantly bless, who was so full of
compassion, ready to pardon, going forth to meet the returning
prodigal, humbling himself at every step to meet man in his fallen
condition, ready to heal the bruised and smitten, will show himself strong
to punish the persistent, independent despisers of his grace.

It is a terrible thing to exhaust the mercy and patience of our compassionate
God, for God delighteth in mercy. O, it is so painful to the heart to see
ministers, favored with every spiritual advantage of clear, pure,
unadulterated truth take the course which they do. We have messages of



mercy and love presented before us,--an open fountain of eternal truth,
continually flowing with mercy,--and attending them, the gift of eternal
life. Yet they turn away, saying to the Spirit of God, "Go thy way for this
time; when I have a more convenient season, I will call for thee." But there
1s another voice that makes itself heard; it is the voice of the arch-deceiver;
and to him they give heed, and continue to profess the truth and protract
their rebellion against God. They have less and less conviction of sin, less
and less power to break the spell that is upon them, less and less inclination
to resist temptation, and, like Cain, sin lieth at their own door. God is
willing to be to them a God of love, of peace, a reconciled God. The
Lord God through Christ holds out his hand all the day long in
invitations to the needy. He will receive all. He welcomes all. He rejects
none. It is his glory to pardon the chief of sinners. He will take the prey
from the mighty, he will deliver the captive, he will pluck the brand from the
burning. He will lower the golden chain of his mercy to the greatest depths
of human wretchedness and guilt, and lift up the debased soul contaminated
with sin. But the human agent must come, and co-operate in the work of
saving his soul, by availing himself of the opportunities given him of God.
The Lord forces no one. The spotless, wedding garment of Christ's
righteousness is prepared to clothe the sinner, but if he refuses it, perish he
must. Convictions will not save him; resolutions anticipated for some future
time are never realized.

Satan has his bribes, his baits in advance, and one attraction after another is
presented. All this will I give thee if thou wilt worship me. O, why do they
delay? Why not lay hold now, without one moment's delay? Why are they
not seized by a terrific fear that it will be too late for them,--too late, no oil
in their vessels with their lamps! My soul is in agony at times, and then I
look to Jesus and quiet myself in God. If they will not hear his dear voice
and drink of the water of life, what will any other voice avail? The end is
near. We are on the very borders of the eternal world, and O, how tardy, how
dilatory to secure the oil of grace to replenish the lamps that are going out!
God help the sinners in Zion.

Letter 57, 1895, (Written to O. A. Olsen, from Hobart, Tasmania, May 1,
1895), 1888 Materials, p. 1322-1343

Begins:



I am deeply burdened; but what shall I say? I am troubled for you, my much-
respected brother. I am bowed down with anguish of spirit, for the situation
is becoming more and more perplexing.

Continues on p. 1334
Rejecting the Light

God says to His servants, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and show My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins." But when the plain, straight testimony comes from lips under
the moving of the Spirit of God, there are many who treat it with disdain.
There are among us those who, in actions if not in words, "say to the seers,
See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us
smooth things, prophesy deceits: get you out of the way, turn aside out of the
path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. Wherefore thus
saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in
oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: therefore this iniquity will be
to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking
cometh suddenly at an instant. . . . For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One
of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in
confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not."

I inquire of those in responsible positions in Battle Creek, What are you
doing? You have turned your back, and not your face, to the Lord. There
needs to be a cleansing of the heart, the feelings, the sympathies, the words,
in reference to the most momentous subjects--the Lord God, eternity,
truth. What is the message to be given at this time? It is the third angel's
message. But that light which is to fill the whole world with its glory, has
been despised by some who claim to believe the present truth. Be careful
how you tread. Take off the shoes from off your feet; for you are on holy
ground. Beware how you indulge the attributes of Satan, and pour contempt
upon the manifestations of the Holy Spirit. I know not but some have even
now gone too far to return and to repent.

I state truth. The souls who love God, who believe in Christ, and who
eagerly grasp every ray of light, will see light, and rejoice in the truth. They
will communicate the light. They will grow in holiness. Those who receive
the Holy Spirit will feel the chilling atmosphere that surrounds the souls of
others by whom these great and solemn realities are unappreciated, and



spoken against. They feel that they are in the council of the ungodly, of men
who stand in the way of sinners, and sit in the seat of the scornful.

The Word of God speaketh truth, not a lie. In it is nothing strained, nothing
extreme, nothing overdone. We are to accept it as the word of the living
God. In obedience to that word, the church has duties to perform which it
has not done. They are not to flee from the post of duty; but in trial and
temptation they should lean more heavily upon God. There are difficulties to
be met, but God's people as one must rise to the emergencies. There are
duties to be discharged to the church and to our God.

The Spirit of God is departing from many among our people. Many have
entered into dark, secret paths, and some will never return. They will
continue to stumble to their ruin. They have tempted God, they have rejected
light. All the evidence that will ever be given them they have received, and
have not heeded. They have chosen darkness rather than light, and have
defiled their souls. No man or church can associate with a pleasure-loving
class, and reveal that they appreciate the rich current of truth which the
Lord has sent to those who have simple faith in His word. The world is
polluted, corrupted, as was the world in the days of Noah. The only remedy
is belief in the truth, acceptance of the light. Yet many have listened to the
truth spoken in demonstration of the Spirit, and they have not only
refused to accept the message, but they have hated the light. These men are
parties to the ruin of souls. They have interposed themselves between the
heaven-sent light and the people. They have trampled upon the Word of
God, and are doing despite to His Holy Spirit.

I call upon God's people to open their eyes. When you sanction or carry out
the decisions of men who, as you know, are not in harmony with truth and
righteousness, you weaken your own faith and lessen your relish for
communion with God. You seem to hear the voice which was addressed to
Joshua: "Wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and
they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. . . .
There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel." "Neither will I be
with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you." Christ
declares, "He that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad."

The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring more
prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the



sins of the whole world. It presented justification through faith in the
Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness of Christ, which
is made manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God. Many had
lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed to His divine
person, His merits, and His changeless love for the human family. All
power is given into His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men,
imparting the priceless gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human
agent. This is the message that God commanded to be given to the world.
It is the third angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud
voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure.

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious work as the Lamb
slain, sitting upon the throne, to dispense the priceless covenant blessings,
the benefits He died to purchase for every soul who should believe on Him.
John could not express that love in words; it was too deep, too broad; he
calls upon the human family to behold it. Christ is pleading for the church in
the heavenly courts above, pleading for those for whom He paid the
redemption price of His own life blood. Centuries, ages, can never diminish
the efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. This message of the gospel of His
grace was to be given to the church in clear and distinct lines, that the
world should no longer say, Seventh-day Adventists talk the law, the
law, but do not preach or believe Christ.

The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be represented to the people with
freshness and power, that their faith might lay hold on its merits. As the
high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant
cloud of incense ascended before God, so while we confess our sins, and
plead the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood, our prayers are to ascend to
heaven, fragrant with the merits of Christ's character. Notwithstanding our
unworthiness, we are ever to bear in mind that there is One that can take
away sin, can save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged before God with a
contrite heart, He will remove. This faith is the life of the church. As the
serpent was lifted up in the wilderness by Moses, and all that had been bitten
by the fiery serpents were bidden to look and live, so also the Son of man
must be lifted up, that "whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life."

Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, and by
faith accept the merits which it is his privilege to claim, the sinner can no
more be saved than Peter could walk upon the water unless he kept his eyes



fixed steadily upon Jesus. Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose to
eclipse the view of Jesus, and lead man to look to man, and trust to man, and
be educated to expect help from man. For years the church has been looking
to man and expecting much from man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our
hopes of eternal life are centered. Therefore God gave to His servants a
testimony that presented the truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third
angel's message in clear, distinct lines.

John's words are [to be] sounded by God's people, that all may discern the
light and walk in the light: "He that cometh from above is above all: he that
is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from
heaven is above all. And what He hath seen and heard, that He testifieth; and
no man receiveth His testimony. He that hath received His testimony hath
set to his seal that God is true. For He whom God hath sent speaketh the
words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him. The
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His hands. He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."

This is the testimony that must go throughout the length and breadth of
the world. It presents the law and the gospel, binding up the two in a
perfect whole. (See Romans 5, and 1 John 3:9 to the close of the chapter.)
These precious scriptures will be impressed upon every heart that is opened
to receive them. "The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth
understanding unto the simple"-- those who are contrite in heart. "As many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name." These have not a mere nominal faith, a
theory of truth, a legal religion, but they believe to a purpose, appropriating
to themselves the richest gifts of God. They plead for the gift, that they may
give to others. They can say, "Of His fullness have all we received, and
grace for grace."

"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested
the love of God toward us, because God sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No
man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us,
and His love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and
He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit."



This is the very work which the Lord designs that the message He has given
His servants shall perform in the heart and mind of every human agent. It is
the perpetual life of the church to love God supremely, and to love
others as they love themselves. There was but little love for God or man,
and God gave His messengers just what the people needed. Those who
received the message were greatly blessed, for they saw the bright rays of
the Sun of Righteousness, and life and hope sprang up in their hearts. They
were beholding Christ. "Fear not," is His everlasting assurance; "l am He
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore." "Because 1
live, ye shall live also." The blood of the spotless Lamb of God the believers
apply to their own heart. Looking upon the great antitype, we can say, "It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us."

The Sun of Righteousness shines into our hearts to give the knowledge of
the glory of Jesus Christ. Of the Holy Spirit's office He says, "He shall
glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you." The
psalmist prays, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow. . . . Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew
a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence: and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and
uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee."

The Lord would have these grand themes studied in our churches, and if
every church member shall give entrance to the word of God, it will give
light and understanding to the simple. "Who is among you that feareth the
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness and
hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.
Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks:
walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This
shall ye have of Mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow." 1341 (See Isaiah
29:13-16; 18-21.) "Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth: for in these things I
delight, saith the Lord."



Never was there a time when the Lord would manifest His great grace unto
His chosen ones more fully than in these last days when His law is made
void. "The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake; He will magnify
the law, and make it honorable." What does God say in regard to His
people? "But this is a people robbed and spoiled: they are all of them snared
in holes, and they are hid in prison houses; they are for a prey, and none
delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore." (See also Isaiah 43.) These
are prophecies that will be fulfilled.

I would speak in warning to those who have stood for years resisting light
and cherishing the spirit of opposition. How long will you hate and despise
the messengers of God's righteousness? God has given them His message.
They bear the word of the Lord. There is salvation for you, but only through
the merits of Jesus Christ. The grace of the Holy Spirit has been offered
you again and again. Light and power from on high have been shed
abundantly in the midst of you. Here was evidence, that all might discern
whom the Lord recognized as His servants. But there are those who despised
the men and the message they bore. They have taunted them with being
fanatics, extremists, and enthusiasts. Let me prophesy unto you: Unless you
speedily humble your hearts before God, and confess your sins, which are
many, you will, when it is too late, see that you have been fighting against
God. Through the conviction of the Holy Spirit, no longer unto reformation
and pardon, you will see that these men whom you have spoken against have
been as signs in the world, as witnesses for God. Then you would give the
whole world if you could redeem the past, and be just, zealous men, moved
by the Spirit of God to lift your voice in solemn warning to the world; and
like them, to be in principle firm as a rock. Your turning things upside down
is known of the Lord. Go on a little longer as you have gone in rejection of
the light from heaven, and you are lost. "The man that shall be unclean, and
shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the
congregation."

I have no smooth message to bear to those who have been for so long as
false guideposts, pointing the wrong way. If you reject Christ's delegated
messengers, you reject Christ. Neglect this great salvation kept before you
for years, despise this glorious offer of justification through the blood of
Christ and sanctification through the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit,
and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking
for of judgment and fiery indignation. I entreat you now to humble
yourselves, and cease your stubborn resistance of light and evidence. Say



unto the Lord, Mine iniquities have separated between me and my God. O
Lord, pardon my transgressions. Blot out my sins from the book of Thy
remembrance. Praise His holy name, there is forgiveness with Him, and you
can be converted, transformed.

"For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling
the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?"



