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Ellen White's Views Regarding the Final Generation:
 Is She in Andreasen's Camp?

Paul M. Evans

Introduction

It's a great privilege for me to be asked to present a paper for the Gospel Study Group meeting on

the campus of Andrews University at this time.  I would love to be present in person, but as I am half way

around the world here at Sahmyook University in South Korea, that is impossible.  I have been interested

in questions relating to the history of the 1888 GC session and its aftermath since I was a youth.  During

my Seminary days in the late 1990s, my attention was directed to the the views of M. L. Andreasen as

one who is much responsible for the "final generation" views of many Adventists today.  I questioned

this at first, believing that what is understood as "final-generation theology" was standard Adventist

belief, with its source primarily in the writings of Ellen White.  Thus I easily chose to investigate the

views of Andreasen, in their historical context, as my dissertation topic.  In this presentation, I would like

to focus, though, on the final-generation views of Ellen White.  Did she share Andrease's views, and to

what extent?

I did a paper during my doctoral studies comparing  the concept of the vindication of God in the

writings of Ellen White and Andreasen.  For that relatively short paper I only had time to search the

EGW writings by the word vindication (and its related forms).  My conclusions then were that although

Ellen White acknowledged that believers share in the work of vindicating God, the life and death of

Christ are far more often held up as vindicating God in the great controversy.  I contrasted this with

Andreasen's views presented in the chapter, "The Last Generation" of his 1937 The Sanctuary Service, in

which end-time believers play a large role in God's final vindication.

For my dissertation, I was able to go beyond simply looking at statements in which a form of the

word vindication occurred in the EGW writings.  Still, because of the extent of the corpus, I was

dependent to a great degree on searching the database by key words and terms.  The number of different
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words and phrases that I used, though, to search for relevant statements, significantly expanded my view

of Ellen White's comments related to the last generation.  I still concluded that her views differed from

those of Andreasen, but in this more extensive study of her writings, her views appeared to be closer to

Andreasen’s position than shown in my earlier research using only her use of forms of the word

vindication.  

Summary of Andreasen, with an Important Question

I am assuming that those listening to this presentation are familiar with Andreasen's views.  So I

will not take time to review these, except to summarize, and to add some insights I gained from

reviewing his writings on this topic.  The basic idea that is attributed to Adreasen is that end-time saints

will completely overcome sin, and that this will result in God's vindication in regard to charges that He is

unjust in requiring obedience to His law.  One statement that grabbed my attention as I was reading

Andreasen's morning Bible study given at the 1936 General Conference session (RH 6-18-1936, 298-

299), was this: "Are we willing to accept the forgiving power of God? We need that, friends, but we also

need the keeping power of God. We need righteousness by faith, but also, friends, we need the right kind

of sanctification."  It seemed that he was equating "righteousness by faith" with forgiveness, primarily, as

he urged his hearers to move on from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place ministry of Christ, where

sins are blotted out, and not merely forgiven.  This seemed to me to reveal a subtle distrust of the efficacy

of preaching justification by faith (in the end times), if that preaching did not result in the overcoming of

sin.  At this point I became more curious about Andreasen's appreciation of the heart of the 1888-era

emphasis on justification by faith.  I noted that it was around this period that EGW seems to have

sometimes united what theologians had carefully disentangled over the centuries--imputed righteousness

by which we are justified, and imparted righteounsess by which we are sanctified.  Although Andreasen

readily adopted the views of A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner in regard to complete eradication of sin

from the life, and the resulting vindication of God in the great controversy (and I finally concluded that

Waggoner was the primary source of Andreasen's last-day vindication idea), I wondered if he was as
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sympathetic with their full message.  It's an interesting question to me, based on his life history of

exposure to both sides of the 1888 contoversy.

Well, perhaps that is a side issue, but I believe it will be helpful to keep in mind as we look at

Ellen White's expressions regarding the end-time saints that are often a bit surprising, when compared

with those of Andreasen.

Two Questions to Be Answered Regarding EGW and the Final Generation

When examing Ellen White's view of the final generation vis-a-vis that of Andreasen, there are

two main questions to be considered, in my estimation.  One, does EGW hold that the final generation

will completely overcome sin?  And if so, question number two: Does she understand this complete

overcoming of the last generation to significantly impact the outcome of the great controversy?  That is,

is God dependent on them for His vindication in the eyes of the universe?  The first question is relatively

simple to answer (at least, regarding an expectancy of complete overcoming), while the second is much

more difficult.
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Early Views of EGW regarding the Final Generation

Ellen White definitely had a lot to say about the last generation.  From her earliest letter that was

published (by Enoch Jacobs in the January 24, 1846 issue of the Day-Star), in which she mentions the

144,000 six times, EGW focused on her contemporary Adventist believers and their special role in

salvation history.  Even before she discovered the law and the Sabbath, she saw the names of these

144,000 "engraved in letters of gold" (EW 19) on tables of stone in the heavenly temple, to which this

special group had exclusive access.  Thus , she highlights the uniqueness of the experience of this group

of end-time believers, tying it to the sanctuary in two ways: (1) by names engraved; and (2) by exclusive

access.  Also, even before the law had come to her notice, she spoke of the faces of this group shining

with the glory of God when the Holy Spirit was poured out on them (EW 15).  Yet she also notes their

anxiousness about their ability to stand before their coming King, questioning, "Is my robe spotless?"  It

is interesting that even at this earliest stage of her writing career, she portrays the realities of justification

and sanctification in Christ's answer: "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart shall be able to

stand; My grace is sufficient for you" (EW 16).  This answer that White reports Christ as giving,

underscores a significant theme in White's writings related to the final generation: Only those with clean

hands and pure hearts can stand, and it is Christ's grace that is sufficient.  Thus the standard to be met is

not lowered to meet the final generation in the condition they feel themselves to be in.  Rather, they are

assured that the grace of Christ is sufficient to enable them to meet the standard.

Perfect before Christ Leaves the Sanctuary

In 1849 EGW began to draw attention to the time when Christ would "step out from 

between the Father and man," leaving the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary (EW 36).   The

same year she noted that when Christ leaves the sanctuary, sins will all have been blotted out, and that

"there will be no Priest in the sanctuary to offer their sacrifices, their confessions, and their prayers" (EW

48).  The work seems to be one of confession, primarily.  Then in May, 1851 she had a vision in which

she was confronted with the holiness of God, "shook like a leaf," and realized "what a terrible God we
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have to do with, and that we must be so holy that we can live in His sight. Then I saw how little some

realized the holiness of God, and what they must be in order to live in His sight, through the time of

trouble" (6MR 168; cf EW 71).  In order to be "protected in the time of trouble," she wrote (a few months

later) that believers "must reflect the image of Jesus fully" (EW 71).  She made her meaning clear: "I saw

that none could share the 'refreshing' unless they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride,

selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action" (EW 71). 

EGW's "Perfection" vs. "Perfectionism"

Thus, at a very early stage in her development as a writer, Ellen White seems to be clearly on the

side of those who look forward to a complete overcoming of sin before the close of probation.   And

though she would speak out against "so-called perfectionism," which taught that "those who are

sanctified cannot sin" (EW 101; LS 83), this should not be mistaken for an anti-perfection stance.  In an

1855 testimony entitled, "Prepare to Meet the Lord," she was not afraid to say, "The word of God tells us

how we may become perfect Christians and escape the seven last plagues" (1T 126).

Anguish during the Time of Trouble

She would enlarge on this needed overcoming of sin throughout her writing career.  In her 1858

Great Controversy (Spiritual Gifts, vol. 1), she makes her bold claim that "after the close of Jesus'

mediation, the saints were living in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor" (EW 280).  And in the

third volume of Spiritual Gifts, she explains that during the time of trouble angels are unable to protect

those who "are living in neglect of any known duty, or express command of Jehovah" (3SG 196).

While EGW make crystal clear the level of overcoming required of those who pass safely

through the time of trouble, she is equally clear regarding the loss of composure of those undergoing this

time.  The saints at first are "calm and composed, trusting in God," but when they appear to be

abandoned by God and are threatened with destruction, she sees them "suffering great mental anguish"

(EW 283).  This aspect of mental suffering is enlarged on in later writings, also.  On this point Andreasen
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and White agree perfectly--the last-day saints undergo a trial similar to that of Christ. (cf. MLA:

Believers pass with Christ “through Gethsemane.” They are having a little taste of Christ's experience

those three hours on the cross, [Sanctuary Service, 317-318]).

Similar to Christ

It is easy to find EGW statements about the level of overcoming needed for those expecting to be

translated.  But perhaps the strongest are those she made during the years 1884-1888, when she finished

and then greatly revised the last volume of her series on the story of the great controversy between good

and evil.  In her 1884 Spirit of Prophecy vol. 4, she exhorts her readers, in view of the "magnitude of the

ordeal" coming to them, to "become perfect in Christ" (4SP 440).  This is greatly expanded in her 1888

Great Controversy.  Here, she holds up the example of Christ, who "not even by a thought could . . . be

brought to yield to the

power of temptation. . . . There was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage.

This is the condition in which those must be found who shall stand in the time of

trouble." EGW leaves little room for misunderstanding what she believes to be required

and possible of Christ's followers in the end-time. The next sentence, starting a new

paragraph, continues the thought: "It is in this life that we are to separate sin from us,

through faith in the atoning blood of Christ" (GC 623).  

What About Vindicating God?

Perhaps this will suffice to make the point that EGW is definitely in Andreasen's camp on the

question of whether the last generation is seen to overcome sin completely.   We must then tackle that

more difficult question: Is God dependent on this group of people for His vindication in the last days? 

Would God be in trouble if they were not to overcome?

There is no direct answer to this question in EGW's writings.  But there is evidence on both sides

of the question.  Certainly EGW shares with Andreasen a concern that Lucifer's charges against God

from the beginning of the controversy be answered completely.  For both it is important to turn back to
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the story of the origin of evil and Satan's attack on God's law, an attack that is echoed by humanity's

charge that God is unfair to require obedience to an impossible law.

EGW's Concerns Regarding a Second Charge Made by Satan

However, Ellen White maintains focus on another charge of Satan that Andreasen does not give

much time to--whether, if humans sinned, God could forgive them and still maintain His authority (DA

110).   This question persists to the end, for EGW.  In her portrayal of the sealing time, the devil asks,

"Will God banish me and my angels from His presence, and yet reward those who have been guilty of the

same sins?"  And during the time of trouble Satan complains "that the Lord cannot in justice forgive

[believers'] sins and yet destroy him and his angels" (5T 474; GC 618).  For EGW, a perfected final

generation would not answer all the questions the devil has  brought forward.

Christ as the Unanswerable Argument Even in the Judgment

EGW lays greater emphasis on Christ's role in vindicating God of the charges of Satan than does

Andreasen.  Immediately after stating that Christ "obeyed the law of God, vindicating

God's justice in demanding that it be obeyed," EGW declares that "in the judgment His

life will be an unanswerable argument in favor of God's law" (HP 38).  Even after the millennium, it is

when "the great sacrifice" of God is clearly presented that "God's justice" will stand "fully vindicated"

(4SP 486).  

Not All Questions Answered by the Cross

On the other hand, EGW is in perfect agreement with Andreasen regarding the need for more to

be revealed after the cross.  Even angels did not yet understand "all that was involved in the great

controversy" (DA 761).  But the questions asked, and the answers given, are a little different for Ellen

White than for Andreasen.  When EGW writes of the severely tested believers during the time of trouble,

her focus seems to be on their faith and confidence in God.  Satan is pctured as being able to triumph

over them if he can cause them to lose their hold on God.  And one of the ways this might happen,
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according to her, is if there are unconfessed sins to come to the consciousness of such tested believers:

"If the people of God had unconfessed sins to

appear before them while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed. . . .

All who endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to remain upon the books of Heaven,

unconfessed and unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan" (4SP 437-438).   Though EGW is not at all shy

about detailing the extent of overcoming of sin needed by the last generation, curiously she does not

speak of this overcoming in connection with Satan's efforts to overthrow them at the end. Rather, he tries

to get them to lose condfidence in God. Perhaps this is because victory over particular "sins" has already

been won, and so the devil has given up on enticing them with self-centered behaviors.  But he knows he

has a treasure chest in their sinful histories, and this is where the last battle is fought.   

Joshua the High Priest and Jacob as EGW's Types of the Final Generation

It is somewhat surprising to read some of the expressions EGW uses to describe the final

generation.  One might wonder if it is the same group that Andreasen describes.  Both writers describe a

severely tested group, but Ellen White is much freer in describing their weaknesses.  Though she does

use Job as an example of a character witness that God used in His controversy with Satan (Ed 154-155),

she does not refer to Job when writing about the last generation.  And yes, EGW points to Enoch as a

someone God "selected" to show "the world that it is possible for a person to keep all the law of God"

and to "demonstrate to the universe the falsity of Satan's charge that human beings cannot keep God's

law" (CTr 51).  She even states that Enoch's "godly character . . . represents the state of holiness which

must be attained" by the last generation (PP 88-89).  But she does not combine these, and say that, like

Enoch, God has chosen the last generation to demonstrate that obedience is possible.  The Old Testament

characters she does frequently turn to, when describing the last generation, are Jacob, wrestling with the

Angel, his conscience bitterly accusing him,  and Joshua, the high priest, dressed in filthy rags (Zech 3:1-

5; 5T 470-471).  Even when speaking of how God allows Satan to try the 144,000 "to the uttermost," the

similarity of their experience to that of Job is not mentioned (GC 618).
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Description of the Final Test

Andreasen and EGW both highlight the importance of the experience of the end-time saints. 

While Andreasen calls the time of trouble "the most sweeping and conclusive demonstration of all the

ages of what God can do in men" (Sanctuary Service, 303), EGW reserves her superlatives for the

intensity of the trial, as well as the calamities that fall on unbelievers (GC 613, 622).   White does see a

great work accomplished in the final generation, when Christ's character will "appear in full and final

display," amazing even the angels and Satan (3SP 261; DA 680).  But she is not as apt to characterize the

test as a demonstration that even the weakest can live without sinning (cf. Andreasen, 302, 316-317). 

Rather, they are seen as needing to have earthliness consumed,"that the image of Christ may be perfectly

reflected" (GC 620).  They are "fully conscious" of their "unworthiness" and have "a deep sense of their

shortcoming" (GC 618-619).  In this state of distress, like Jacob, "dependent, helpless, repenting sinners"

(3SG 132), "their confidence in God, their faith and firmness, will be severely tested" (GC 618-619). 

Though the outcome may be the same for EGW and Andreasen, the language and focus appear to be

rather dissimilar.

A Very Significant Test

Ellen White may not use the same language, and may have a different focus, but there is

evidence that she understood the last generation to play a pivotal role in acquitting God of Satan's

charges.  Her description of the final test, although not drawn with such bold strokes as Andreasen's,

nevertheless joins the outcome of the last trial to the honor of God.  Satan accuses believers of being just

as unworthy of God's favor as he, at which point God "permits him to try them to the uttermost."  Then

the devil attempts to loosen the grip of end-time saints on God.  The saints fear not for themselves,

though.  Rather, "should they prove unworthy, and lose their lives because of their own defects of

character, then God's holy name would be reproached" (GC 619).  Thus the perfection of the believers'

faith and allegiance--yes, and even their characters--is tied by EGW to the honor of God's name.  

One other aspect should be noticed.   When EGW describes the experience of the last generation
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under the type of Joshua, the high priest (Zechariah 3:1-5), she depicts Satan accusing believers of being

no better than he: "Will God banish me and my angels from His presence, and yet reward those

who have been guilty of the same sins? Thou canst not do this, O Lord, in justice.  Thy throne will not

stand in righteousness and judgment. Justice demands that sentence be pronounced against them" (5T

473-474).  God's answer is to point to their genuine repentance of their sins, not necessarily their

perfection: "But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves to the control

of evil. They have put away their sins, and have sought the Lord in humility and contrition. . . . Their

contrition and self-abasement are infinitely more acceptable in the sight of God than is the self-sufficient,

haughty spirit of those who see no cause to lament, who scorn the humility of Christ, and who claim

perfection while transgressing God's holy law. Meekness and lowliness of heart are the conditions for

strength and victory" (5T 474-475).  In the same context she speaks of the fires of affliction burning

away the remaining earthliness, that Christ's image may be perfectly reflected.  Again, though the end

result may be the same as in Andreasen's scenario, the language and focus seem to be different.

Conclusion

As to our two questions, I would humbly suggest the following answers.  Yes, Ellen White is

definitely in Andreasen's camp in regard to character perfection as a needed element for those expecting

to endure the end times.  As to whether this perfection serves to vindicate God, it seems that EGW,

though she did not express it the way Andreasen did, understood the linkage between the final

generation's experience and the triumph of God.  But she does not describe God's predicament in as dire

terms as does Andreasen, who sees God as dependent on the last generation for victory in the great

controversy.  EGW was much more explicit on the role of Christ as the last, best answer to Satan's

charges.  In EGW's writings, any contribution the last generation made to God's vindication might be

termed supplementary, and not central.  Thus, the role of the final generation is diminished in EGW,

relative to Andreasen's view.  In short, though EGW has a great concern for God's vindication in His
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controversy with evil, she does not typically turn attention to His believers as the primary source of His

vindication, at any stage of the controversy.

Having said all this, I believe Andreasen's ideas are useful and need to be studied further.  Just

because we do not find an echo of an idea in the Spirit of Prophecy is not a reason to discard it.  Nor is a

difference of emphasis a reason to deny an idea an honest hearing.  Ellen White would have been the first

to offer that caveat.  

What I have learned from my study is that there are different emphases between Andreasen and

EGW on some points.  She cannot be made to fit neatly in the Andreasen camp in all respects, athough

there are many points on which they are in perfect agreement.  Based on my study to this point, I believe

a more sympathetic, but honest, study of Andreasen's views is needed.  They are not all based on EGW's

writings, although the majority of his positions find support there.
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