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The day that Adam sinned, he came under the condemnatiba laiv. The penalty for
sin is eternal death. (Romans 6:23) Therefore, Astaouldhave died that day in the garden,
some six thousand years aga\nd since the human race was “in him”, when he sinned
condemnation unto death came upon all mankind. (Romans 5B\8ajtue of our inherent
natural connection to Adam, he was our representalivst as surely as the nation of Israel was
present in Jacob in the womb of Rebecca and the nafti@dom was present in Esau in the
womb of Rebecca, (see Gen. 25:23) we were all presemt iththe loins of Adam in the Garden
of Eden. Thus whatever happened to Adam of necessity reppens.

It was Satan who had planned the downfall of Adam. Henwked strategically
through the snake and through Eve to bring about the defrtise louman family. And when
Adam failed the test, Satan’s argument came to be esqutedong these lines. Mankind has
sinned and therefore he belongs with me. We shoulddakared destiny. If | am to be

destroyed because of my sin, then they should be dedtmith me because of their sin. If they

! Adam listened to the words of the tempter, and yieldinhis insinuations, fell into sin. Why was not theath

penalty at once enforced in his case?--Because a ramasiiound. God's only begotten Son volunteered to take th
sin of man upon Himself, and to make an atonement for tlem face. There could have been no pardon for sin had
this atonement not been made. Had God pardoned Adam'ghsiuitvan atonement, sin would have been
immortalized, and would have been perpetuated with a boldmegsaduld have been without restraint. (E. G.

White, Review and HaroldApril 23, 1901)



receive mercy, Satan reasoned that he should alsiveamercy. We are all now in the same
boat. God, you must save us both or destroy both.E&ee Writings,pg. 127.)

This was Satan’s ploy, his stratagem, which was designsave himself from
destruction. He fully expected God to have mercy on AdadhEve. At the same time He
knew that God claimed to be just. Now he thought he heidetba conundrum that God
Himself could not resolve. He thought he had God caumght‘catch twenty-two”. When Adam
fell into sin and took the whole human race with H8atan thought it was “checkmate!” He
could see no way of escape for the Godhead. He thougbase was “air tight”.

But God'’s actions on that fateful day seemed to anretmthe watching universe “|
will have mercy on whom | will have mercy and | viithve compassion on whom | will have
compassion.” (Romans 9:15) In other words God made it tlahHe was not obliged to limit
Himself to the two options which Satan had anticipated.

Initially Satan must have been outraged! This is unjudtilegal, he cries. Your own
law says “The soul that sinneth it shall die.” (Ez¢Ri8:4, 1 Cor. 15:56) The human race has
sinned and eternal deattustbe the inevitable result. They stand condemned by yoarhaly
law. You cannot show them mercy unless you set disedelaims of your law. To do
otherwise would be a complete denial of justice. Maryjustice cannot abide together. It
must be one or the other.

Thus Satan reasoned against his Maker and argued agaings infsdom. But this
crisis had not taken God by surprise. Before God createdkind and gave to the human race
gifts and abilities that He had never given any othdeoof creatiof He prepared a plan that

would meet the emergency caused by sin and address al @ntlifications involved in human

2«All heaven took a deep and joyful interest in the tomaof the world and of man. Human beings were a nel an
distinct order. They were made "in the image of Godd'iawas the Creator's design that they should popuiate t
earth.” Review and Harold, Feb. 11, 1902



failure, should it become necessary. God had a plampf&hensive in its range, infinite in its
wisdom and detailed beyond the scope of the imaginatitimeadtrongest created intellect,
God’s plan could never have been anticipated by the enemy.

As the plan began to be unveiled Satan must have bésasatemporarily awestruck by
the humility and infinite goodness of God. It seemed unfagtibe that God would give His
only begotten Son to become a man, the new corporaesespative of the human race. He
would become a man such as Adam had become not one sudarashAd been at creation. He
would bear man’s fallen nature. As man'’s substitute aretysuhe Son of God would be
brought “to the level of man’s feeble faculti€s'in the weakness of fallen human nature He
would live the life of faith that is required of maned the test that mankind had failed to bear.
Overcome on every point that man could ever be caliddre. Assume the guilt of all
mankind. Pay the full penalty incurred by all human sidemanded by the law. And thus the
entire human race would be justified unto life. Thiéd, leven their temporal earthly existence,
would not be occasioned by a legal aberration, a judiight of hand or compromise of justice.
It would be in perfect harmony and full accordance witbodute justice.

Because of this plan, which is based in God'’s eternal feyakwork and not some sort
of circumvention of law, mankind would not be annihilat8dhey would have another trial, “a
second probation®. And they would have an opportunity to live with God foreagispecial

members of His heavenly family.

3 “He who was one with the Father stepped down from lttréogs throne in heaven, laid aside his royal robe and
crown, and clothed his divinity with humanity, thus bringimgnself to the level of man's feeble faculties.”
RH12/1188

* “Christ proposed to become man's surety and substatemian, through matchless grace, should have another
trial--a second probation--having the experience of AdathEve as a warning not to transgress God's lavegs th
did.” Fw21



It was imperative that God directly confront the probt#nondemnation which came
upon the human race in Adam because of the violatiomedbtv, lest He give an iota of
credence to the devil's objection. He could not ignordaiwess demand. It is the foundation of
His government. Therefore He could not set it aside except at thé gfdris whole kingdom,
the entire universe. Since it is the tangible expressidiis own nature which does not change,
it also could not be modified or adjusted not even “tetmean in his fallen conditiorf". If the
law were in any sense compromised, the adversary wowildase. If it were not implicitly
upheld and sustained, Satan’s argument against the goverohmeaven would have gained
credibility. The kingdom of God would then have lackedtiegicy and sin would be justified.
The integrity and authority of God’s government is cageint upon God’s own integrity His
own adherence to justice, which is His very nature anchctex. “He cannot deny Himself.” (2
Tim. 2:13) Therefore, in His infinite wisdom He deviseplan of redemption in which the
legality of mercy was to be fully addressed. God's keagired that He show mercy to
deceived and fallen humanity, so long as there was angehhat they might be won batk.

Yet it was also imperative that mercy should haveuadation in justice. Therefore, God
decreed that He Himself in Christ would bear the &dll penalty for every sin of every human
soul and thereby render every moment of probationaryahuife a legally upright and

circumspect transaction.

® “Many who are willfully trampling upon the law of Jehtwelaim holiness of heart and sanctification of [Bet
they have not a saving knowledge of God or of His laveyTare standing in the ranks of the great rebel. dE is
war with the law of God, which is the foundation of theine government in heaven and in the earth.” (E. G.
White, Faith and Workspg. 29)

® “The law reveals the attributes of God's charaeie, not a jot or tittle of it could be changed to meet mduis
fallen condition.” (E. G. WhiteDesire of Agesp. 762)

"“Understanding the character of God, knowing His goodr&stsin chose to follow his own selfish, independent
will. This choice was final. There was no more thati@ould do to save him. But man was deceived; his mind was
darkened by Satan's sophistry. The height and depth of@f&od he did not know. For him there was hope in
a knowledge of God's love. By beholding His characterigatbe drawn back to God.” (E. G. Whif@esire of
Agesp. 762)



The inescapable demands of the aforementioned foremgerative gave birth to the
reality of the Lamb that was slain “from the foundatof the world.” (Rev. 13:8) In God’s
order not a moment of probationary human life couldgpae, without a full accounting for the
penalty of the sins which would be occasioned by that Tilee grave implications of this
inevitable reality must never be overlooked. Every $ievery soul on earth has its
corresponding consequences and every consequence of eviergaine by our Redeenter.
God’s integrity cannot allow of compromise. Therefded could not allow life on earth to
continue without addressing the legal liabilities of fifat Yes! He would extend mercy to
sinners. But He would not for a moment lend legitimiacthe claim of Satan that He could not
be both just and merciful at the same time. Absqiigiice would be maintained from the
moment of the birth of mercy to the last moment ®hiecessity. The probationary life that
mankind would be given would be rendered fully compatible istice through the suffering
endured by the Substitute. Therefore, every human smultivbe justified unto life by the blood
of the Lamb.

Our Lord has said, "Except ye eat the flesh of the $omam, and drink His

blood, ye have no life in you. . . . For My flesh isahindeed, and My blood is

drink indeed." John 6:53-55. This is true of our physical nafto¢he death of

Christ we owe even this earthly life. The bread wastte purchase of His

broken body. The water we drink is bought by His spitiesdbd. Never one, saint

or sinner, eats his daily food, but he is nourished by tdg had the blood of

Christ. The cross of Calvary is stamped on every lo&f reflected in every

water spring. (E. G. Whit®esire of Agesp. 660)

This is why John wrote concerning Chriinatwas the true Light, which lighteth every

man that cometh into the world.” (John 1:9) What doésm Jnean by the expression “lighteth

8 “During every moment of Christ's life in our world, Geds repeating His gift. Christ, the sinless One, was
making an infinite sacrifice for sinners, that they mige saved. He came as a man of sorrows and acquaittied
grief, and those for whom He came looked upon Him &ketr, smitten of God, and afflicted. The cup of suffering
was placed in His hand, as if He were the guilty onehandiained it to the dregs. He bore the sin of thédvwior

the bitter end. And yet men continue to sin, and Christimees to feel the consequences of their sin as if he
Himself were the guilty one.” (E. G. White, Manuscriptdees, vol. 13, pg. 369-370)



every man”. A few verses earlier John defined tha téight”. “In him was life; and the life
was the light of men.” (John 1:4) Light = life. Théare, what John was saying in verse nine is
Jesus gives life to every man that comes into thdw It matters not whether they believe in
Christ or not, they would not have life had not Chrisersed the condemnation unto death
which came in Adam, and given them “justification unte’lin its place.

A Question Arises

Now that Satan’s legal objection has been addressednankind has been given
probationary life, without compromising the integritytbé law, another question arises. Does
the concept of corporate justification undermine or makemdant the mediation of Christ?
Does it some how render His heavenly intercessork soperfluous? If the whole of mankind
already stands justified what need have we of a heavggtypriest to mediate on our behalf?
What is involved in Christ’s mediation and how doesldtesto the concept of corporate
justification?

While it is true that one of Satan’s initial stratagdmas been defeated by the corporate
justification accomplished by the sacrifice of Chrikts does not mean every argument has been
silenced.

Satan saw that his disguise was torn away. His admaticet was laid open

before the unfallen angels and before the heavenly uniudeskad revealed

himself as a murderer. By shedding the blood of the S@odf he had uprooted

himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings. efenth his work was

restricted. Whatever attitude he might assume, he coulonger await the angels

as they came from the heavenly courts, and before élcense Christ's brethren

of being clothed with the garments of blackness and thienhemt of sin. The

last link of sympathy between Satan and the heavenly waddbroken.

Yet Satan was not then destroyed. The angelsodieven then understand all

that was involved in the great controversy. The priesi@t stake were to be
more fully revealed. And for the sake of man, Satan&ence must be



continued. Man as well as angels must see the cobeageen the Prince of light
and the prince of darkness. He must choose whom heenile’

Despite the uncloaking of his motives at Calvary andébkgrictions placed upon his
movements, the enemy of righteousness has not evegimen up the fight. He still has claims
against God’s government and arguments against God’s condbetwfiverse which must be
fully revealed, understood and addressed. He still hop#esféat God by demonstrating that
there is a flaw in His integrity.

In order to properly understand the present phase oné¢agation of Christ we must
remain cognizant of the parameters of the confliatvbenh Christ and Satan. Satan’s claim is
not primarily against Christ. The focus of His compias God the Father. This is why God the
Father cannot be the judge. John 5:22 tells us He has tewchiali judgment to the Son.
Because God the Father is accused as the primary “sugpéot’great controversy, He cannot
be the judge. He is the primary focus of Satan’s aciomsaOne cannot legitimately act as
judge in His own trial. “The hour of His judgment is aain(Rev. 14:6) That is the hour when
God is to be judged.

Satan has brought charges against “The Most High”. uidvappear that this initial
discontent was precipitated by the counsel meetingsanen which he was not allowed to
attend. Christ could enter into the divine counsels®f3hdhead, but Lucifer was left dtt.
Thus he grew jealous of Christ because from His peligpe@bd had unjustifiably favored Him.

When considering these events one cannot help but feenghe story of Joseph and his

° E. G. White Desire of Agesp. 761

104 ycifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yeinmil the angels bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His
supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he boweld thigm; but his heart was filled with envy and hatred.
Christ had been taken into the special counsel of Gaebird to His plans, while Lucifer was unacquainted with
them. He did not understand, neither was he permittedaw,khe purposes of God. But Christ was acknowledged
sovereign of heaven, His power and authority to be the aartt&t of God Himself.” (E. G. Whit&€he Story of
Redemptionp. 14)



brother’s reaction when Jacob showed him special fa¥oseph is a type of Christ and the story
is enlightening concerning heavenly things.

God was accused of injustice in heaven because of Hisngat of Christ. “Why,’
guestioned this mighty angel, ‘should Christ have the sugrgMWhy is He honored above
Lucifer?™! Later the accusations were modified to more effettiwin the support of the
angels.

“He began to insinuate doubts concerning the laws tharged heavenly beings,

intimating that though laws might be necessary foirthabitants of the worlds,

angels, being more exalted, needed no such restraitiigfoown wisdom was a

sufficient guide.*?

Later the accusation morphed again. Fallen man canepttke law, therefore God is
unjust. He has imposed a law that cannot be Reftver and over again Satan has attacked the
character and integrity of God. In each case Satantaimental charge is that God is unjust.
Thus guestions concerning the justice and fairness of Godtuct are fundamental to the great
controversy. In this light is it any wonder thatddoust uphold the law continually and without
the slightest suggestion of compromise? His everynast be in full harmony with the law.

But mankind has broken the law. And because of this pasefanankind can never be

justified by observing the la?/. How then does the law fit into the current strugglsveen

Y E. G. White Patriarchs and Prophets. 36

12 E . G. White,Patriarchs and Prophets. 37

13 “3atan declared that it was impossible for the sodsdanghters of Adam to keep the law of God, and thus
charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could regt #ee law, then there was fault with the Lawgiver.
.. . Jesus humbled himself, clothing his divinity withrfauity, in order that he might stand as the head and
representative of the human family, and by both precepeaample condemn sin in the flesh, and give the lie to
Satan's charges. He was subjected to the fiercest teanptthat human nature can know, yet he sinned oiosjri

is the transgression of the law. By faith he laiddhgbon divinity, even as humanity may lay hold upon itgini
power through him. Although tempted upon all points even as rnedermapted, he sinned not. He did not surrender
his allegiance to God, as did Adam.” ST 1/16/96

14« Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will befjestin His sight, for by the lavs the knowledge of sin.”
Romans 3:20



Christ and Satan? What does the mediation of Ciaiig to do with our predicament as pawns
in the warfare of Satan against the government of God?

The term mediator only appears eight times in NKIVe scriptures reveal that the
patriarch Job in the midst of his great suffering longe@foourt of appeal and a “mediator”
who might lay his hands on both parties in the struggle

| am afraid of all my sufferings; | know that You wilbt hold me innocentlf |

am condemned, Why then do I labor in vain? If | wash thyath snow water,

And cleanse my hands with soap, Yet You will plunge ne tine pit, And my

own clothes will abhor me. "Fdte isnot a man, asdm, That may answer

Him, And thatwe should go to court together. Nor is there any mediztween

us,Whomay lay his hand on us both. (Job 9:28-33)

Job seemed to sense the need of someone whom he aauldl &s a peer, but who at the
same time would stand as a peer of God. As a merdenacknowledged that he lacked the
standing and authority required in one who would evalua@<xonduct. He sensed that there
was something amiss in his case because of the overbbarohen that he was called upon to
bear. And he lacked the wisdom required to suggest a bettese of action to the Almighty.

As a sinner, he sensed his need of mercy, and yet lackechdrewithal to effectively request it.

The second appearance of the term mediator occurs atig@el. It tells us that the law
was “ordained . . . in the hand of a mediator.” (3al9) This book also alludes to the fact that
a mediator is not required if there is only one partygd@ddressed. (Gal. 3:20) Paul's first letter
to Timothy informs us that there is “One God and oneiatedbetween God and mehg man
Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 2:5) Hebrews adds that “He i3 Blediator of a better covenant, which
was established on better promises.” (Heb. 8:6) AndisHiee Mediator of the new covenant.”

(Heb. 9:15, Heb. 12:24) Those brief references areal\th find in scripture with reference to

the term “Mediator”.



However, it should be noted that the terms “mediadod “intercessor” are synonyms.
Yet, this does not significantly improve on the quaraitdirect references in the scriptures. The
term “intercessor” only appears once in the KJV aedNKJV. Yet this reference is very
significant in that it inform us of how God regards il@ortance of an intercessor or mediator.
Speaking of God the text says:

He [God] saw thathere wasno man, And wondered thtitere wasno

intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvabeoridim; And His own

righteousness, it sustained Him. (Isaiah 59:16)

We are taken aback as we grasp the meaning of this stateiménive are explicitly told
that God “wondered”. Can there be a more startlingevan all the scriptures? What can cause
the omniscient One to “wonder”? The term “wonder*sisamem” in the original. It means to
be appalled, to be stunned, show horror or be astoundedan@ahing, person, event or
circumstance cause such a reaction from God?!?

The New American Bible says “He saw that there m@asne, and was appalléaht
there was none to intervene”. The New Americam@&ied reads: “And He saw that there was

no man, And was astonish#étht there was no one to intercede”. The New Livirgn$lations

says: “He was amazéd see that no one intervened to help the oppressed. fBm$ef stepped

in to save them with his mighty power and justice.ll dmphasis supplied)

The context of the statement under consideration gralihdescribes the utter
sinfulness of man. It describes how “oppression”, “l8ytlying” and “iniquity” run rampant
and there is none to deliver, none to intercede. Tikerething to pacify the wretched plight of
all mankind or mitigate the miserable conditions ofdisumstances. And then we are told that

God steps into this midnight of hopeless helplessness attiriiself takes on the role of

10



Intercessor, Savior, Deliverer and Judge. This is whdiatien means to God. Himself the
Judge, Himself the Advocate, He Himself is the only whe can save.

Although there is only one reference to the term intsmefound in the Authorized
Version and the New King James Version, fortunatelyetlaee a number of references to
“intercession” which is translated from the same rootdy These references provide us a
glimpse into the function of the Mediator. Theffirsference is found in Isaiah.

All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turnedyeres, to his own way;
And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us alle Mas oppressed and He
was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was ¢ed Emmb to the
slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is, Sleie opened not His
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, And will declare His
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the livifgy the transgressions
of My people He was stricken. And they made His graitfe twe wicked -- But
with the rich at His death, Because He had done nongeleNorwas anydeceit

in His mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Hine; ks putHimto grief.
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shallldseseed, He shall
prolongHis days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper irmdi. He
shall see the labor of His soahdbe satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous
Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear thamuities. Therefore | will
divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divitie spoil with the strong,
Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He wabearechwith the
transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And madecegsion for the
transgressors. (Isa. 53:6-12)

This is an informative picture of the role of Christlatercessor. He does not merely
stand and plead for mercy on behalf of those for wh@nmkercedes. In the legal framework in
which God is constrained to operate that would be poirgleas from fulfilling the other
functions of an intercessor described in this passAgdntercessor He takes our place as if He
were the guilty one. He bears our iniquity as if it &velis own. He suffers the punishment
which is due us in His own body. And “By dying in man'sd{eChrist exhausted the penalty
and provided a pardori™ This is the foundation of corporate justificatiorhigh it should be

noted is the first phase of the process of justificatiAnd thus it is through His continuing

15 E. G. WhiteGod’s Amazing Gracq. 139

11



intercession in heaven above that He completeprtieess of justification. His work includes
all three phases of justification: 1) Corporate jusdtion by His faith; 2) Justification by the
response of our faith; 3) Final justification througidering faith. All of this is involved in and
dependant upon His mediatorial intercession.

Therefore, we should see that corporate justificati@hraediation, far from being
antithetical, are in fact complimentary and interdelegn functions. The value of intercession is
rooted in its ability to accomplish justification. Angkjification can never occur apart form
effective intercession. Unless by His intercessieneiflectively addresses the legal conditions
of those whom He represents His intercession is iemotAnd at the same time without
intercession justification is without legal legitinpacNone of the phases of justification can
occur without mediation and mediation is superfluoutsdbes not accomplish justification.
God’s mercy and justice must always stand side by'Side.

The reason some perceive an imaginary conflict betwesse two concepts is because
of what has been referred to as a “point distortidnJustification is not a point; it is a process
with three phases. The first phase is corporateigedidn. This is the removal of the
condemnation unto death which was a consequence Bf §Ghrist has redeemed us from the
curse of the law being made a curse for us.” (Gal. 3:13% rEulted in probationary life for the

whole human race. But this is not the whole offitecess called justification. The fact that

16 “You must remember that Justice has a twin sistercye(E. G. White, Testimonies for the Churgchiol. 4, p.
363) “While you seek to administer justice, remember thatss a twin sister, which is mercy. The two stand side
by side, and should not be separated.” (E. G. WRe@jew and HaroldAugust 30, 1881)

" point distortion” is a term coined by Dr. Fred Bisfftto refer to the tendency to see a part of a passthe
whole.

18 «Suppose a man were condemned to death, but beforentiease was executed, a noble who was able to free
him, had compassion upon him, and said, "l will die in hizdsteand the fetters were removed, the prisoner went
free, while the noble died. What gratitude would awakehendbomed man's heart! He would never forget his
deliverer. The deed of the noble would be heralded tmastit of the world. This is what Jesus, the Prince abédre
has done for us. When we were under the condemnation bf ieatame to rescue us, to set us free from the
bondage of Satan, and to deliver us from everlasting d€&thG. White Review and HaroldSeptember 16, 1890)

12



there is more to come after the event called corpquatification is evident in such passages as
Romans chapter five.

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yehpps for a good man

someone would even dare to die. But God demonstratesiditove toward us,

in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for dduch more then, having

now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved franath through Him.

(Romans 5:7-9)

Note that the first phase of justification occurrethatcross when Jesus shed His blood.
The cross is the place of unmitigated “justice”. EBh€hrist experienced the wrath of God
unmixed with mercy. Nevertheless, the cross is als@ldice of “mercy” because Christ was not
there suffering on His own account. He was therat@sdessor. He was there as Mediator. He
was there to take the punishment on behalf of the huncararal reveal the foundation of the
reality of “justification unto life” which had comerugh the Lamb that was “slain from the
foundation of the world”. This being accomplished themgilsmore to the process. The text
continues “We shall be saved from wrath through Himfs idediation in the heavenly
sanctuary is just as essential as His mediatioreatribss?’ It is essential to salvation from
“wrath” that is still to come even though the firsiage of justification has been completed on
behalf of all. This aspect of mediation/intercess®also an essential aspect of the process.

For if when we were enemies we were reconciled totGadigh the death of His

Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be $svdes life. (Romans

5:10)

Here we see that we were reconciled to God at thescyet “we shall be saved by His

life”. “He ever liveth to make intercession” for ublgb. 7:25) Again we find that His work as

Saviour was not completed when corporate justificatias accomplished at Calvary. “Having

9 “The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the sa@ry above is as essential to the plan of salvatiovaas
His death upon the cross. By His death He began that workafter His resurrection He ascended to complete in
heaven.” (E. G. WhitéThe Great Controversy. 489)

13



now been justified by His blood”, His mediation in Sanctuary above is still required to affect
the next stage of the process.
We should see that there are three dimensions dfgasgon.

1) Corporate justification which was accomplished wesus shed His
blood.

2) Justification by faith which occurs when the sinnenes to believe in
what Christ has done for him or her at Calvary.

3) Justification with respect to nature which occurs whierare changed
“in a moment in the twinkling of an eye” and given avrigody.

Until we are fully justified, that is justified witlespect to the negative requirements of the law
(i.e. “the sentence of deaffl), justified by faith which involves heart reconciliatitmGod and
His holy law, and justified by having our corrupt naturescilare condemned by the law
replaced with “incorruptiorf* which is in harmony with the law, we cannot see Gad fa face.
And since “at-one-ment” (i.e. the restoration of fa@éace communion with God) is the
objective of the process of Atonement which beganataty, all three phases of the process are
essential to the plan of redemption.

In light of the description of justification describetdthe preceding paragraph, one
begins to get a sense that all three phases of jasibficinvolve the process of making right in
relation to the law and therefore all three phasedegjal processes. “Justification” as it is used
in the Bible is a legal term. It always relateshe law or to justice. Therefore, the expression
“legal justification” is somewhat redundant. Justifioatis always lege® Hence the term

corporate justification may be a more appropriate teraescribe the first phase of justification.

20 “Man was a criminal under the sentence of death &mrsgression of the law of God, as a traitor, a rétezice a
substitute for man must die as a malefactor, becaus®mobe in the place of the traitors, with all their s@@d sins
upon his divine soul.” (E. G. Whit®eview and HaroldSeptember 4, 1900)

L1 Corinthians 15:53

22| am indebted to Dr. Fred Bischoff, for this insight.
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All three phases of justification require the medaiatof Christ. It was His intercession
and mediation at Calvary which fulfilled the just dews of the law on our behalf and changed
our standing from condemnation to death to “justificatiato life”.** It is His mediation in the
heavenly sanctuary which ministers to us the experiehgstdfication by faith in His cross thus
changing us from rebels to loyal subjects of God’s kingdéwmd it is Christ’s mediation which
will someday conclude with the announcement “He who isstinjet him be unjust still; he who
is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteouket him be righteous [dikaioo in the original]
still; he who is holy, let him be holy still." (Re22:11) This declaration will initiate the third
phase of justification during which our corrupt natures ballreplaced with incorruption, thus
we will be made righteous by nature, so that we carmstaHis presence. In all three phases
mediation is essential to the process of justificatiod mediation is superfluous unless its
objective is justification.

The More Significant Objective

Finally we must consider the more significant issue Wwhine plan of redemption is to
address. This would also be the more significant issuehwChrist’s intercession/mediation is
to address. We cannot be saved apart from God’s initiatilee plan of redemption.

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper put@osthe

salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Gle#ne to the earth; it was not

merely that the inhabitants of this little world mighgard the law of God as it

should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the charatteod before the

universe. To this result of His great sacrifice--its infice upon the intelligences

of other worlds, as well as upon man--the Saviour lookesiaia when just

before His crucifixion He said: "Now is the judgmentlus world: now shall the

prince of this world be cast out. And I, if | be liftag from the earth, will draw

all unto Me." John 12:31, 32. The act of Christ in dyingtfer salvation of man

would not only make heaven accessible to men, but befottee universe it
would justify God and His Son in their dealing with theelion of Satan. It

%3 He took in His grasp the world over which Satan clairogaréside as his lawful territory, and by His wonderful
work in giving His life, He restored the whole racar@n to favor with God. (E. G. Whit8eventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentaryol. 7A, p. 485)
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would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and wouwldakthe nature and
the results of sin. (E. G. WhitBatriarch and Prophets. 68)

“The hour of His judgment is come.” (Rev. 14:6) Too ofieme are tempted to fear and
tremble at the thought of the hour of judgment becauseainiderstood as the hour when God is
to judge us. While this is true, we should not get so setirbbd that we fail to consider the
broader implication of Revelation 14:6. It is fullylidato interpret this text as announcing the
hour when God is to judge the earth, “because He has agpairday on which He will judge
the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordldi(&cts 17:31) Yet, it is equally
valid to interpret this text as announcing the hour wBed Himself is to be judged. (See for
example Romans 3:4) This is the greater significantleeoidgment hour message and the
greater significance of the mediation of Christ. Asdiator Christ stands between Satan and the
human race. But it is equally true that Christ atsods between Satan and God the Father.
Jesus bled and died to justify the human race and igendt less true that Jesus bled and died to
“justify God”.** As Mediator Christ must vindicate the saints. e(Ban. 7:22) And yet more
significantly as Mediator Chrighustvindicate the Father, for “the hour of His judgment is
come”.

If there is a trial in process and there are twoviddials on trial, you and God, which is
the more significant case to be tried? It is somesieasy to forget that if God does not win His
case everybody looses. Our destiny can never beseaouee than His. On His case rests the
peace and security of the whole universe. In fact thatgn is even more dire than that. For
on His case rests the very existence of the univerrbes. is because God has staked His very

existence on the outcome of the process.

24 «The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of manulbnot only make heaven accessible to men, but before al
the universe it would justify God and His Son in their thgalith the rebellion of Satan.” (E. G. Whiteatriarchs
and Prophetsp. 68)
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For when God made a promise to Abraham, because @& ©wear by no one
greater, He swore by Himself, saying, "Surely blessingdl lbfess you, and
multiplying | will multiply you." And so, after he had pently endured, he
obtained the promise. For men indeed swear by the graatkan oath for
confirmationis for them an end of all dispute. Thus God, determining @avsh
more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutgtmlitHis counsel,
confirmedit by an oath, that by two immutable things, in whicis impossible
for God to lie, we might have strong consolationpvidave fled for refuge to lay
hold of the hope set befous. (Hebrews 6:13-18)

Commenting on this passage E. J. Waggoner makes theifglobservations:

Think of it; God swore by Himself! That is, He pledged Hath, and His own
existence, to our salvation in Jesus Christ. He put élinrs pawn. His life for
ours, if we are lost while trusting Him. His honourtistake. It is not a question
of whether or not you are insignificant and of little orworth. . . . The only
guestion is, Can God afford to break or forget His oatit?the answer is that we
have "two immutable things, in which it was impossibleGad to lie." (Heb.
6;18)

Think of what would be involved in the breaking of that pssrand that oath. . .
It is the word of God in Christ that upholds the univeesel keeps the
innumerable stars in their places. "In Him all thingsssst.” (Col. 1:17) If He
should fail, the universe would collapse. But God is moensure than His word,
for His word is backed by His oath. He has pledged His existence to the
performance of His word. If His word should be broketheohumblest soul in
the world, He Himself would be disgraced, dishonored,dmtdroned. The
universe would go to chaos and annihilation.

Thus the entire universe is in the balance to ensursatiation of every soul that
seeks it in Christ. (E. J. Waggoner, Everlasting Coneri®00, pg. 112-113)

This intriguing and astonishing aspect of the great contsgweas foreshadowed in
experience of Joseph and his brothers. After Joseptes bitothers had sold him into slavery
there was a famine throughout the then known worlde r€hord states “So all countries came
to Joseph in Egypt to bugrain, because the famine was severe in all lands.” (Gen. 41:57)
Joseph’s brothers were among those who went to Egypiytgriain.

Recognizing his brother’s there must have immediatelrgpup in Joseph’s heart a

fresh yearning for reunion with his family. He knew ttet famine would last several more

% This make Joseph a “Savior of the world”. Not merietysavior of Egypt.
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years. And so he desired to bring the whole family topEgylive with him. But first he must
test these men to determine of what sort they areméity they had dealt treacherously with
him and with their aging father. And seeing them withoejBmin must have made him
wonder if they had also dealt treacherously with his yousiiiding. Before Joseph would bring
them to Egypt he must know if they have been converted.

So Joseph tested his brothers with various tests to sgesauth of men they had become.
He systematically pressed the tests closer and dlo$ealty reveal what was in their characters.
Finally to orchestrate the last test after seeing himger brother Benjamin before sending them
on their way home, he had his own silver cup hidden in Ba&nja sack.

Jacob had not wanted to send Benjamin to Egypt after Sihm@bheen detained. But
pressured by the famine and the needs of his familystaflalah had persuaded him to send the
lad with him. Judah had pledged himself to his father asysimethe lad and promised that he
would bring him home again. Now Joseph, who seems toder@ed roles from savior to
adversary, will test Judah’s commitment to the pledgehtdias made to his father.

No sooner than the brothers had left the city thaaplosent his steward after them to
accuse them concerning the theft of his silver cup. Thédn'stwere assured that Joseph was
only interested in the one who stole the cup. Thusloalyas required to return to the city, but
they passed this test. They stuck together. When thea&sifound in Benjamin’s sack they all
chose to return to the city with Benjamin. Then pbgeressed his case still closer to find out if
the brother’s had been fully converted. What would theewhen he offered them their freedom
but determined to keep Benjamin as a slave?

“The man in whose hand the cup was found, he shall be w®y #lad as for you, go up

in peace to your father." (Gen. 44:17) Nobody made a nwhksave. They all stood there
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together in corporate solidarity with Benjamin. Andrtlitewas that Judah pleaded with Joseph
on behalf of Benjamin. First he reviewed the historthefr case for Joseph. He reminded him
how he had demanded that the youngest be brought down tor bivey would see his face no
more. He explained their father’s deep reluctancendiag the last child of his favorite wife.
And he told Joseph how their father had warned themttiveuld break his heart should
anything befall the lad. Thus Judah made his heart warmingafopaial:

"Now therefore, when | come to your servant my fgthed the ladls not with us,

since his life is bound up in the lad's life, "it will ggm, when he sees that the lad

is notwith us,that he will die. So your servants will bring down thayghair of

your servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 'Yearr servant became surety

for the lad to my father, saying, 'If | do not bring Hiaxckto you, then | shall

bear the blame before my father forever." "Nowefae, please let your servant

remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, artthéetad go up with his

brothers. "For how shall I go up to my father if théis not with me, lest

perhaps | see the evil that would come upon my fathereh.(&4:30-34)

For all practical intents and purposes Judah willinglyreffehis life in exchange for the
life of “the lad”. In this we can see one of the mes that prompted Christ to surrender His life
on behalf of the human race. Benjamin, “the lad”, regmes the human race. Judah represents
Christ, the Surety, as He struggled to save the human His final motivation in making that
decision is clearly revealed in the words of Judah wigeasked, “how shall | go up to my father
if the lad is not with me . . .".

Recall that initially in the Garden of GethsemaneigEhrad asked to be relieved of the
responsibility of dying for mankind. “Let this cup passnfrme” he prayed. But as we examine
the case of Judah as a type of Christ we begin to uaddrBow Christ, in the midst of His
struggle in the Gardemusthave pondered the heart of His Father. He must beyen to think

about the profound heartbreak which God had experienced Ménést that first son, Lucifer.

And He is overcome with dread at the thought of looking the Father’s eyes if He should
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loose another son called Adam. Considering the Fatpéght, His life being bound up in the
life of the “lad”, Jesus made His decision. “How $hajo up to my Father if the lad is not with
me?”

This is an awe inspiring glimpse into the mind of Chridtthere is more here than a
revelation of the mind of Christ. Here we also fingliempse of the most profound parameters of
the great controversy. Remember Judah’s concern wasskduld return without the lad when
his father “sees that the lad is not with us he wél'd The father’s life is at stake. It depends
upon the outcome of the plan to redeem “the lad”. Bwghat we should perceive to be at stake
in the mediation of Christ. The plan concerns mbamtthe salvation of man, it concerns the
destiny of the entire universe.

He stood as the substitute for man, who was under senasre traitor, a rebel.

Hence Christ died as a malefactor, in the placéeftraitors, with all their

treasured sins upon His divine soul. "He was numberedthétiransgressors.”

All this He deemed of small account in view of the risstiiat He was working

out, in behalf, not only of the inhabitants of thigsl of a world, but of the whole

universe--every world that God had creat&d.

The Pledge Revealed to Abram

On Christ’s intercession for the human race résslestiny of the universe because both
He and the Father have pledged their existence in tleaat’to save mankind. This pledge
had been revealed to Abram when he inquired concerningnteof promise “how shall | know
that | shall inherit it?” (Gen. 15:8)

Then Abram was instructed to bring “a three-year-oléehea three-year-old female

goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a youreppig Then he brought all these to Him

and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed eadempposite the other; but he did not

% E. G. WhiteManuscript Releasespl. 17, pg. 340
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cut the birds in two.” (Gen. 15:9-10) And after he had laittbe animals as he had been
instructed to do we are told:

“And it came to pass, when the sun went down andstdagk, that behold, there

appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed hé¢thwse pieces.

On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Alsaymng: ‘To your

descendants | have given this land, from the river gpEWp the great river, the

River Euphrates —” (Gen. 15:17-18)

The manner of the covenant ratification in which Gachs¢lf passed between the slain
animals indicates that He pledged His own existence &Sutety of the covenant. Itis
interesting to note that there were two symbols of &pdesence that passed between the pieces,
“a smoking oven and a burning torch”. Could it be that dmHRather and the Son passed
between those pieces? Prior to this both had “claspeil fidinds in a solemn pledge” to redeem
mankind.?” Now it appears that perhaps both had come to reveeéttainty of that pledge to
Abram.

The recognition of these awe inspiring parameters ofitbat controversy requires us to
look at the judgment and the mediation of Christ fromery different perspective. We need to
understand it primarily in relation to God’s case and nartety our own. What do the judgment
and the mediation of Christ mean to the outcomé®thse against God? And how are these
two cases related?

It is our preconceived ideas about judgment that tend t@pres from clearly
understanding the significance of the intercession oCimrthe heavenly sanctuary. Too often
we think of the judgment as being comparable to the Aejiedicial system. But the

American judicial system is not modeled after the hepveourt. Fortunately God has given us

an earthly model which is modeled after the heavenly cthatHebrew legal system. In the

2" E. G. White Desire of Agespg. 832
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Hebrew legal system there were no defense attorrgys.judge was always the attorney for the
accused. His responsibility was to do everything legalbsitde to clear the accused.

In that process, as in our own legal system, theomgcof the case was decided based
upon the testimony of the witnesses. And thereforguthge would call witnesses and rule
based upon the testimony of the witnesses. SimildrtysCas judge in the heavenly court must
call witnesses. He says of His people on earth, “ar@umy witnesses.” (Isa. 43:10) As
witnesses in the cosmic trial our responsibility isespond to the message of the first angel.
“Fear God and give glory to Him for the hour of His jotnt is come.” (Rev. 14:6)

What does it mean to “fear God”? Psalm 130:4 says “Tiedoggiveness with You that
You may be feared”. In other words the witnesses feal lIi&cause of what He did when He
forgave their sins at Calvary. When we understand tbhdtl@ses us and that He gave His life to
pay for our sins and thus provide forgiveness (i.e. cotpquatification), we are struck with awe
and wonder at His amazing love. We then begin to love“Héuause He first loved u&and
“demonstrates His love in that while we were yet siriffétde died for us.

How do we then demonstrate our love for Him? We gleeygo Him in the hour of His
judgment. Jesus said “Let your light so shine before tmenthey may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:36)As the witnesses glorify God, He is
vindicated in the judgment. The verdict rendered on #isgstof their testimony shows that God
was just in extending mercy to sinners. God wasijugiving them His law for He has not

given a law that cannot be kept. And thus finally theuaations of the accuser are silenced and

281 John 4:19

29 Romans 5:8

%0 “He came to reveal to the heavenly universe, tavbréds unfallen, and to sinful men, that every providias

been made by God in behalf of humanity, and that throwghnthuted righteousness of Christ, all who receive Him
by faith can show their loyalty by keeping the law.” &.White,Signs of the Time#pril 7, 1898 par. 8)
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Christ can cease His work of intercession. But thatnever happamtil the accuser is cast
down.
Conclusion

Therefore, we conclude that the concept of corporateetsal justification is not
antithetical to mediation. Unless one fails to grupe the three phases of justification and the
integral part that mediation plays in all three phakeee is no false perception of logical
inconsistency between the two concepts. Mediati@ssential to justification. It did not and
will not, indeed it cannot occur without it.

Furthermore, intercession is necessary as long as $ah genuinely cast doubt upon the
legitimacy of God’s government because His people haveindicated His dealings with
mankind by demonstrating the power of the gospel. Whefullhgower made available in the
gospel is appropriated by His people, it will then be saidéHethe patience of the saints, here
are they that keep the commandments of God.” [nothiegttry but they can not seem to do it]
(Rev. 14:12) Then the announcement will be made, “Heigvhajust, let him be unjust still; he
who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righbeis, let him be righteous still; he who is holy,
let him be holy still." (Rev. 22:11)

As long as Satan can point to the “witnesses” and &nd ith their testimony,
intercession must continue. Christ must continue tendiethem against Satan’s charges. They
dare not be left to face Him alone. But when the sg@iase of the process of justification has
done its work, they will finally be victorious. Then tlest that befell Job will be repeated. To
date, 1 Cor. 10:13 has been in effect. “@oRithful, who will not allow you to be tempted

beyond what you are able, but with the temptation Wgth anake the way of escape, that you
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may be able to be#r” Satan has never been happy with this arrangemeathall always been
able to accuse God of unfairness because of it. Bog slay his mouth must be stopped.

When justification by faith has finally done its worktive characters of the remnant, God
will be able to stand back as He did in the case of 38éhold He is in your hands, but spare
his life.” (Job 2:6) Then God'’s people will be seveitelsted and will pray like Jesus in the
midst of His great trial “My God my God why hast thou &ksn me? Yet even through that
terrible test, by faith they will remain victorioushdy will keep the faith of Jesus. Satan will be
allowed to try them to the uttermost but finally theitmphant announcement will be heard
“Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdoouoiGod, and the power of his Christ:
for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, whichiged them before our God day and night.”
(Rev. 12:10)

But for now, while God’s people are struggling to restorestimplicity and power of the
gospel, while they are learning to walk by faith and befjadtby it, while they are washing
their robes in the blood of the lamb, the work ofltitercessor is essential, and shall remain so,

until the accuseis cast down.

31 “The remnant in the time of trouble will cry, My Gddy God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” (E. G. White,
Spalding Magan Collectigmpg. 2-3)
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