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Introduction to "the Key Which Unlocked" 

The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the 
disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and 
harmonious, showing that God's hand had directed the great advent movement and 
revealing present duty as it brought to light the position and work of His people. As the 
disciples of Jesus after the terrible night of their anguish and disappointment were "glad 
when they saw the Lord," so did those now rejoice who had looked in faith for His second 
coming. They had expected Him to appear in glory to give reward to His servants. As 
their hopes were disappointed, they had lost sight of Jesus, and with Mary at the 
sepulcher they cried: "They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid Him." Now in the holy of holies they again beheld Him, their compassionate High 
Priest, soon to appear as their king and deliverer. Light from the sanctuary illumined the 
past, the present, and the future. They knew that God had led them by His unerring 
providence. Though, like the first disciples, they themselves had failed to understand the 
message which they bore, yet it had been in every respect correct. In proclaiming it they 
had fulfilled the purpose of God, and their labor had not been in vain in the Lord. 
Begotten "again unto a lively hope," they rejoiced "with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory." {GC 423.1} 

 
This statement, published in its first form1 in volume 4 of The Spirit of Prophecy (1884), is 

so pregnant with significance that it will be well to reflect on its highlights as we begin 

consideration of our topic. In that earliest version it opened the chapter entitled "An Open and a 

Shut Door."2 In the two versions of The Great Controversy (1888 and 1911) it began the chapter 

"In the Holy of Holies."3 Both titles speak of a location, one that came to be where the eye of 

faith was drawn in those years of expectation and despair. 

                                                
1 The earlier overview of the Advent disappointment and the sanctuary light, with parallels with the disciple's 
disappointment in Jesus' day, can be found in 1SG142-161 (1858). This overview will be considered in the section 
"Into the Most Holy Place." 
2 The early Advent believers who followed the light of the sanctuary came to call that message "the shut door." 
Seeing in the language of Matt. 25:10 and Rev. 3:7, 8 a statement of Jesus' move from the ministry of the Holy Place 
(the shut door) to the ministry of the Most Holy Place (the open door), they began to grasp the necessity of moving 
on with Jesus in His work. The shut door means the option to remain in the earlier phase is ended, not that the 
ministry of that phase was terminated. The ministries must be seen to be cumulative in many ways, as they move on. 
3 It appears significant that the phrase "Holy of Holies" is used here to describe the innermost room in the sanctuary. 
This phrase follows both the Hebrew and Greek grammatical forms of superlative nouns, as seen in such other 
phrases as "Lord of lords," "King of kings," and "song of songs." "Holy of holies" is often translated "most holy" or 
"most holy place." Its only occurrence in the New Testament is Hebrews 9:3 where it is translated in the KJV as 
"holiest of all." (While the KJV and others give "holiest" also in Heb. 9:8 and 10:19, it is an inaccurate rendering in 
those locations of the noun "holies.") 
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Embedded in the history of the Advent Movement are both the date 1844 and the 

disappointment that occurred then. The event looked for, "His second coming" when He would 

"appear in glory to give reward to His servants," provided both the focus and the title for the 

entire movement. The date of 1844 became most precisely identified in the Seventh Month 

Movement, also known as the Midnight Cry.4 

The disappointment paralleled that of the disciples in A.D. 31.5 When the event planned on 

God's timetable took place contrary to the expectations of His closest followers, they lost sight of 

Jesus. Just as the early disciples rediscovered Him and were led into a proper understanding of 

what had happened (sanctuary courtyard events), and what was about to occur (sanctuary Holy 

Place events), by an union of the testimony of Jesus with the witness of scripture, so the Advent 

believers who persevered were led to "the subject of the sanctuary" (sanctuary Most Holy Place 

events) by a blending of the same two divine dynamics.6 

                                                
4 The tenth day of the seventh month of the Jewish year was when the Day of Atonement occurred, which that year 
fell on October 22 according to the Karaite reckoning (See P. Gerard Damsteegt, Foundations of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Message and Mission, pp. 89, 90, 95, 96). The Day of Atonement was viewed as the type of the final 
judgment of the world. This highlighting of the date of the Day of Atonement began in earnest in August of 1844 
with the study of S. S. Snow, published two months to the day before that October date. (See The True Midnight 
Cry, Vol. 1, No. 1, August 22, 1844, for a study on the time. Note that Snow began publishing his views on the date 
earlier in 1844.) It was the parable of the ten virgins in Matt. 25 that gave the title, the Midnight Cry, based on verse 
6. 
5 Observe the "As..., so...", "with", and "like" grammatical structures in our introductory quote that lay the Advent 
believers' experience alongside that of Christ's disciples at the crucifixion. This similarity was mentioned as early as 
1858 in the statement, "The disappointment of the disciples well represents the disappointment of those who 
expected their Lord in 1844." (1SG 149.2). The aspects mentioned here and in The Great Controversy of the 
experiences that were parallel between the disciples' disappointment in A.D. 31 and that in 1844 can be expanded 
into an amazing series of observations, which this author has explored elsewhere. This repeat of history both affirms 
how God has worked at both times in spite of erroneous concepts and expectations, and refutes those who would 
characterize the Advent Movement as born and rooted in delusion. 
6 We can see these two witnesses functioning in A. D. 31 in Luke's account in 24:25-27 and 44-48. In the events 
following October 22, 1844, these are evident in the testimony of Jesus most pointedly given through a messenger, 
Ellen Harmon, beginning in December of that year (EW 13.2) and extending through a lifetime of ministry, and in 
the earnest Bible study immediately after the disappointment. One significant description of this Bible searching was 
recorded some 60 years later. "...After the passing of the time in 1844, little companies of seekers after truth met 
together to study the Bible and to ask God for light and guidance.... The truth, point by point, was fastened in our 
minds so firmly that we could not doubt.... That which was sought for out of the Word in 1844, 1845, and 1846 
remains the truth in every particular." (Letter 38, 1906; 1MR 52.2). 
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This subject in its scriptural context and unfolded by the Spirit of prophecy (functioning both 

directly on believers and through messages given to a messenger) proved to be "the key which 

unlocked the mystery of the disappointment." The metaphor is continued as this mystery is 

shown to be a door which when opened with that key reveals "a complete system of truth, 

connected and harmonious."7 

The parallel experiences of disappointment are evident at each of the transitions of the 

location of Messiah's ministry. Location, it must be noted, denotes function.8 And changing 

function must reflect the progress in the unfolding plan of salvation, which was planned from 

eternity, implemented when the need of sin arose, and has been moving steadily toward its 

culmination. Our short lifetimes make it difficult for us to detect the movement. But sacred 

history and prophecy supply the bigger picture that is vital in grasping what God is doing. 

Both disappointments (at the cross and in 1844) were caused by a failure to grasp what was 

actually on the timetable. Both were involved with an expectation of an event that will come to 

pass, in the first, Messiah's ruling on this earth, and in the second, Messiah's returning to this 

earth. But the failure of the believers in each experience was caused by misjudging where they 

were in the process. And egocentric concerns blew as it were smoke in their eyes, preventing 

them from seeing what Jesus had repeatedly told them was coming.9 

Losing sight of Jesus and recapturing a view of Him, as noted in the above statement, go far 

beyond mere geographical or spatial locations. Following as we ought His ministry as outlined in 

                                                
7 One way this completeness can be viewed is shown in the diagram in Appendix A, The Sanctuary as An Overview 
of Sacred History from New Testament Times. 
8 Note this significant statement succinctly connecting location and function. "Christ had opened the door, or 
ministration, of the most holy place, and light was shining from the open door...." (The Present Truth, November 3, 
1885 par. 5, "The Sabbath Reform") 
9 The disciples in Jesus' day clearly longed, in a Luciferian spirit, for high position in Messiah's kingdom. And the 
Advent believers somehow missed the extent to which the judgment-hour preaching of the gospel as a witness, with 
which they were blessed in its beginning form, must reach far beyond their small groups, and far beyond a symbolic 
sending of literature to major port cities around the world, rather "to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people." (Rev. 14:6; see also Matt. 24:14). 
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the sanctuary goes to the heart of salvation from sin. This path at its start shows us the cross10 

and resurrection as His victory over sin and death (courtyard final events). In our day it leads us 

into the first phase of judgment11 as Jesus' final application of His poured-out life in the context 

of the law at the heart of God's government and the great controversy (most holy place initial 

events). The early Advent believers' confusion was in believing that what is actually the third 

phase of judgment (execution) was the first event of the judgment. In other words, they saw the 

prophetic date pointing to Jesus' coming to this earth in executive judgment, rather than His 

moving to the Most Holy Place to begin investigative judgment. 

To this confusion of these believers, when at the first "they themselves had failed to 

understand the message which they bore," has now been added the delay of over 100 years due 

still to an inadequate understanding / experience of the message.12 Only with the core 

experiences of following the sanctuary path can God's current followers be assured that the 

initial confusion and the present delay do not invalidate the movement, but "that God's hand had 

[and still has] directed" it from the start. "God had [and has] led them by His unerring 

providence." And with the past affirmed, the "light from the sanctuary" can shine on "the 

position and work of His people," and make clear their "present duty." 

                                                
10 The cross is not limited to the Calvary event, which was but the culmination of a daily cross of dying to self and 
doing the Father's will (Luke 9:23; John 5:30). This understanding should not destroy the uniqueness of His death on 
the cross, where in the words of the New Testament He was "once" offered (see Rom. 6:10; Heb. 7:27; 9:26, 28; 
10:10; 1 Pet. 3:18). 
11 The phases of judgment will be addressed later in this study to explore Jesus' current mediation. 
12 In a letter to E. J. Waggoner July 7, 1902, almost 60 years after the third angel's message began, Ellen White 
wrote in regards to "the gospel that is termed 'the Revelation of Jesus Christ'," the following telling observations:  
"Although we have in trust the grandest and most important truth ever presented to the world, we are only babes, as 
far as understanding truth in all its bearings is concerned. Christ is the great Teacher, and that which He revealed to 
John, we are to tax our minds to understand and clearly to define. We are facing the most important issues that men 
have ever been called upon to meet. The theme of greatest importance is the third angel's message, embracing the 
messages of the first and second angels. All should understand the truths contained in these messages and 
demonstrate them in daily life, for this is essential to salvation. We shall have to study earnestly, prayerfully, in 
order to understand these grand truths; and our power to learn and comprehend will be taxed to the utmost." (Letter 
97, 1902, paragraph 3; 12MR 212.3) In 2009 are we in advance of 1902 in "understanding" and "daily life"? 
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Only thus can we have a living hope, like the disciples of old after their dead, egocentric 

hope was buried with Jesus. And only thus can we share in their "joy unspeakable and full of 

glory." Our "joy-strength" must be increased by this light, else we cannot be fully used of God in 

the work that parallels that of Nehemiah, as well as the disciples in the book of Acts.13 

And so we must consider how well we now behold Him in the holy of holies, our 

"compassionate High Priest, soon to appear" as our "king and deliverer." And we must trace His 

attempts in our history to draw us there by faith. Why is it so important that He wants us to 

follow Him there? And what will we see and experience when we go there, following Him? To 

begin our exploration of answers to these questions we will consider a brief overview of the 

Advent history based on the messages sent from heaven. 

Messages "In Their Order" 

The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to 
occupy the first place in the minds of God's people. Nothing else is to be allowed to 
engross our attention. {8T 302.1} (1904).14 

 
A simple method for summarizing in a biblical fashion both the sequence of the Advent 

history and our mission, is to outline and examine the messages that in essence make us what we 

are, Seventh-day Adventists. The messages can be seen "in their order" both in our history and in 

the eschatological passages of the New Testament, mostly "in the Revelation." Note first the 

other following multiple time characterizations of these messages, from 1858 through 1910 

(emphases supplied).15 

                                                
13 In the restoration of the sanctuary Nehemiah told the faithful ones, "The joy of the LORD is your strength." (Neh. 
8:10; see also Psa. 21:1). As the gospel spread to the world after Pentecost (Feast of Weeks), its power sprung from 
the full joy of Jesus when at His ascension He saw again the face of the Father (Acts 2:28; see also 8:8; 13:52; 15:3). 
14 This strong statement was made in the heat of the Ballenger / Kellogg crises, both of which were strong attacks on 
the sanctuary teaching. It is found in the section entitled, "The Essential Knowledge" which addresses in particular 
the pantheistic counterfeit to the correct knowledge of God and His immanency. 
15 The source paragraphs of these abbreviated quotes are found in more complete form in Appendix B, Messages in 
Their Order. 
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...The third angel was pointing them to the Most Holy place, and those who had an 
experience in the past messages were pointing them the way to the heavenly Sanctuary. 
Many saw the perfect chain of truth in the angels' messages, and gladly received it. They 
embraced them in their order, and followed Jesus by faith into the heavenly 
Sanctuary.{1SG 165.2} (1858)16 

 
I have had an experience in the first, second, and third angels' messages.... Men and 

women, enlightened by the Spirit of God and sanctified through the truth, proclaim the 
three messages in their order.  {2SM 387.1} (Ms. 28, 1890; December 1890)17 

 
We have seen and do testify that the power of the Holy Ghost has accompanied the 

presentation of the truth, warning with pen and voice, and giving the messages in their 
order.  {LS 430.1}  (Ms. 28, 1890; December 1890) 

 
There are those now living who, in studying the prophecies of Daniel and John, 

received great light from God as they passed over the ground where special prophecies 
were in process of fulfillment in their order. They bore the message of time to the 
people.... Those who, in their experience, have passed over the ground, and acted a part 
in the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages, are not so liable to 
be led into false paths as are those who have not had an experimental knowledge of the 
people of God. . . .  {2SM 102.1} (Ms. 31, 1896; November 8, 1896)18 

 
The burden of the warning now to come to the people of God, nigh and afar off, is the 

third angel's message.... The truths that have been unfolding in their order, as we have 
advanced along the line of prophecy revealed in the Word of God, are truth, sacred, 
eternal truth today. {2SM 103.1} (Ms. 31, 1896; November 8, 1896) 

 
"Repeat the messages in their order.... Give the world a knowledge of the messages of 

the first, second and third angels...." {5MR 128.2} (Letter 88, 1910; September 30, 1910, 
to A. G. Daniells) 
 
Observe the key phrases "messages in their order," "prophecies ... in process of fulfillment in 

their order," "truths that have been unfolding in their order." We want to consider them in their 

historical and biblical order, but first let's zoom out to observe the pattern of kingdoms and 

judgment that the Bible outlines, and that give the setting for these final messages. 

                                                
16 This statement is found in her first overview of the plan of salvation (from the fall of Satan to the final events) 
found in this volume 1 of Spiritual Gifts, in the chapter entitled, "The Third Angel's Message." The Advent 
Movement section of this overview will be considered later in this study. 
17 This is from a diary entry written on a train en route to Lynn, Massachusetts. See the footnote in Appendix B (for 
the 1890 quote) giving the historical connection to the Salamanca vision, and to the Advent Review and Sabbath 
Herald article entitled "Be Zealous and Repent." The core spiritual, experiential issues she addressed in this 1890 
manuscript are excerpted in Appendix C, The Core Experience. 
18 This manuscript is one of two written the same day addressing the teachings of John Bell, who among other things 
held that the three angels' messages were still future.  
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Judgment on the Kingdom 

"The kingdoms of this world"19 can be divided into two groups, those rooted in the post-flood 

account in Genesis, such as Chaldea, Elam, Accad, Babel, Assyria, and Egypt,20 and those 

included in the great prophetic overviews of Daniel, namely Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and 

the fourth kingdom.21 Woven through these are the histories of God's people, those who accepted 

the principles of the earth in its originally-created state. Following the fourth kingdom, shown to 

have multiple phases,22 a transition occurs and God sets up His everlasting kingdom that replaces 

all the others, and in contrast to each of them, lasts forever since it is built on everlasting 

principles.  

The fall of Babylon in Daniel's day did not take him by surprise, as he observed the same 

dynamics in the fall of Jerusalem earlier. Those dynamics, and the everlasting principles revealed 

in contrast to them, are those at the heart of the sanctuary. It was only after the temple was 

defiled in Daniel's day (following Josiah's work to restore it) that Jerusalem fell. And it is not 

insignificant that the defiling of the temple vessels in Babylon in Daniel's day was a 

                                                
19 Rev. 11:15 
20 A. T. Jones devotes his historical book The Empires of the Bible from the Confusion of Tongues to the Babylonian 
Captivity (1897 & 1904) to these kingdoms that existed prior to the great prophetic kingdoms. 
21 Daniel lived and served in the first two of these. Gabriel gave him the explicit names of the second and third (Dan. 
8:20, 21). A. T. Jones covers these in the next volume in his historical series, The Great Empires of Prophecy, from 
Babylon to the Fall of Rome (1898).  
22 Perhaps due to its multiple phases, the fourth kingdom is never named, though historically Rome is the common 
title that fits all of them, from ancient Rome in its transitions from monarchy to republic to empire, through the Holy 
Roman Empire, and into what many current secular observers (see for example Cullen Murphy and Chalmers 
Johnson) are currently calling New Rome. A. T. Jones, commenting on Dan. 11:14, made this significant point at the 
1899 General Conference session. "Thus when you reach Rome, that establishes the vision. What is the object of all 
the vision in the book of Daniel up to that point? - To bring us face to face with Rome. And from that date to the end 
of the world, the world has to deal with Rome, in one phase or another. It may not be the actual form of the 
government of the rulers of Rome; but either in form or in spirit the world has to deal with Rome from that day until 
the end of the world." (General Conference Daily Bulletin, March 2, 1899, p. 136.16). Jones wrote of these other 
incarnations of the fourth kingdom in his historical books The Two Republics (1891; comparing Rome and the 
United States) and Ecclesiastical Empire (1901; church and state from the Middle Ages to the end). A note should 
be made here that in his books dealing with nations of his current day, The Marshaling of the Nations (1900), and 
The Great Nations of To-day (1901), Jones took Uriah Smith's view of the king of the north (Turkey), rather than 
James Whites' (Rome). See The Great Nations of To-day, p. 98.1 and The Marshaling of the Nations, p. 30.3, in 
contrast to James White in Review and Herald, October 3, 1878, p. 116. 
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manifestation of the spirit that also led to its downfall.23 It is thus that the fall of Babylon is a 

theme carried into the global scene of the fourth kingdom in Revelation, showing what happens 

when God's cleansing and restoration of the sanctuary24 is opposed on a global scale. That is the 

context of the messages that have come "in their order." 

Embedded in the first phase of the fourth kingdom is the final outworking of the same 

dynamics on a local scale that involved, as Gabriel told Daniel, "thy people and ... thy holy 

city."25 That is the backdrop for the entire historical period of the New Testament, at least 

through the epistles. In one sense Jesus' mission was the final appeal to the literal descendants of 

Abraham as a corporate group with a physical temple.26 As Jesus left the temple for the last time, 

His sentence of doom on it was unmistakable. "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."27 

Their refusal to enter into a cleansed-temple experience not only led to the crucifixion of Jesus, 

but to the destruction of Jerusalem the second time. 

As we learn the lessons of Daniel's day and of Jesus' day, we understand what led to the falls 

of Jerusalem and Babylon. We can see then the pattern of defilement and judgment at the very 

beginning of sin on this earth, as well as how Revelation is structured on the same pattern on a 

global, final scale. The three stages of judgment first observed in Gen. 3 can be seen at each of 

the other times of judgment. In a very significant way this provides the very context for the 

Advent movement, its mission, and its messages. Consider a brief table to summarize the key 

parts of the pattern. 

                                                
23 Note that Daniel's indictment regarding Belshazzar's idolatry included the defiling of God's temple vessels. He 
said to Belshazzar, Thou "hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his 
house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them...." (Dan. 5:33) 
24 The simplicity of what He is doing, which is at the core of the great controversy between good and evil, is 
addressed by this author in his unpublished manuscript entitled "The Truth." (See Ed 154.3 and 190.2 for an 
excellent summary.) 
25 Dan. 9:24 
26 See Matt. 10:6; 15:24. 
27 Matt. 23:38 
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Three 

Phases of 
Judgment 

Adam & 
Eve 

Gen. 3 

Jerusalem 
2 Chron. 
36:12-21 

Babylon 
Dan. 5 

Jerusalem 
Mt. 23:37, 38 
Acts 7:51,52 

Babylon 
(Global) 
Rev. 14 

1. Opening 
the books / 
investigation 

9: Where? 
11: Who? 
13: What? 

16: mocked 
the 
messengers 

18-23: 
history 

23:31, 32: 
witnesses; 
measure 

7: judgment 
- made earth 
8: wine 

2. Verdict / 
sentence 

14: Serpent; 
16: Woman; 
17: Adam 

16: no 
remedy 

24-28:  
handwriting 

38: left 
desolate 

8: fallen 
10: wine, 
tormented 

3. Execution 
 

21: blood 
covering; 
23, 24:  out 
of garden 

17: king of 
the 
Chaldees, 
destroyed 

30, 31:  
Darius took 
kingdom 

(no history 
in Bible, but 
imminent; 
Mt. 24:2) 

[Rev. 15, 
16, 19-22] 

 

In Daniel's prophetic overviews the fourth kingdom in its phases is brought to its end by a 

transition process that leads to God's everlasting kingdom. In chapter two it is the stone striking 

the image.28 In chapter seven it is the judgment.29 In chapter eight it is the cleansing / vindication 

/ restoration of the sanctuary.30 In chapters eleven and twelve it is "tidings out of the east and out 

of the north" along with "a time of trouble" and a final separation.31 The last half of the book of 

Revelation is but an expanded coverage of these very events. And as God has with each time of 

judgment opened the books before the verdict and sentence, so He has raised up a people to be 

His messengers in these first two phases of final judgment on the entire world. The third phase, 

in the words given Daniel, is "without hands."32 "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 

Lord."33 

The entirety of Revelation can be viewed thematically as judgment oriented, with the Jesus 

"opening the books" on the churches, the seals opening the book of record, the trumpets 

                                                
28 Dan. 2:34, 35, 44 
29 Dan. 7:9-11, 22, 26, 27 
30 Dan. 8:14, 25, 26 
31 Dan. 11:44; 12:1, 2 
32 Dan. 8:25; see also 2:34, 45 
33 Rom. 12:19 
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announcing judgments, and the plagues the beginning of executive, retributive judgment. From a 

historical viewpoint, the movement to final judgment is seen at the end of each of the first three 

series of sevens in the first half of the book, as this table outlines: 

# Churches (Ch. 1-3) Seals (Ch. 4-8) Trumpets (Ch. 8-11) 
5 -- how long not judge, avenge woe 
6 door open  great day of His wrath woe; time no longer 
7 people judged / vindicated silence woe; time, be judged 
 

The last half of Revelation is multiple, repeating, and overlapping depictions of the three 

phases of final judgment34:  (1) a review of history (opening the books, investigation), (2) 

declaring the verdict and sentence, and (3) execution. The final messages to the world are found 

embedded in this amazing section, as essential components of (1) and (2). And the Advent 

movement was raised up like Daniel, to come into the end-time global Babylon's temple-defiling 

party, and read the handwriting on the wall, after first reviewing the history. The handwriting is 

the verdict and sentence. The messages of Rev. 14 and 18 contain these very details. God's 

people at present are to convey in word and life what will stand, and what will fall. 

Into the Most Holy Place 

It should be obvious that when we connect the judgment pattern from history and prophecy 

to the sanctuary overview and imagery, the transition from this earth's kingdoms to God's 

everlasting kingdom occurs during the ministry of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary as prefigured 

by the Day of Atonement.35 Preceded by the Feast of Trumpets, and followed by the Feast of 

                                                
34 The author has explored this view of the three phases of judgment in Revelation in his studies entitled, 
"Judgment's Three Phases in Revelation" and "'Till' in Revelation." A table from the second study has been adapted 
for this paper, and is found in the second part of Appendix A, The Sanctuary as An Overview 
35 The "Day of Atonement" has many important connections and allusions through scripture, not all where the name 
in some form appears, but also where the Day's activities are alluded to, such as Isa. 58. It is profitable to consider 
the New Testament uses of "the day" as references to the final fulfillment of this yearly festival, a series of events 
more extensive than but including the Second Coming. In light of this, see Appendix D for 21 occurrences of "the 
day" in the New Testament. 
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Tabernacles, this Day centers uniquely on the Most Holy Place. And very significantly we find 

in the very middle of Revelation, as the last half of the book is introduced, a move into an 

opened Most Holy Place as final judgment is announced. 

And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, 
and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy 
them which destroy the earth. 

 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the 
ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an 
earthquake, and great hail.36 

 
It was a failure to see this move and its purpose that led to the great disappointment in 1844. 

And it was an understanding of this transition and its purpose as revealed in the sanctuary 

teaching that was the "key" that opened the door showing where Jesus had gone and what He 

was doing. We will observe how the messages that came "in their order" point to and flow from 

that very location. 

When we examine the Advent history we find that there are six messages total, though they 

are clustered around the "three angels' messages" of Revelation 14.37 Let's consider their 

sequence and meaning both in Advent history and in the eschatological paradigm that Daniel and 

Revelation reveal to us. An account of these messages was apparently first covered "in their 

order" in the publication of Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 1 (1858).38 Here is the section of its table of 

contents that covers the historical period of the messages, and transitions into the future:39 

William Miller  
The First Angel's Message  
The Second Angel's Message  
The Advent Movement Illustrated  
Another Illustration  

                                                
36 Rev. 11:18, 19 
37 Ellen White is not known to have spoken of "six messages" though she separately describes each in their historical 
sequence. 
38 This was also published as part of Early Writings, first in 1882 (see EW Preface). 
39 This time transition, from past to future, will be covered later in this study. 



 13 

The Sanctuary  
The Third Angel's Message  
A Firm Platform  
Spiritualism  
Covetousness  
The Shaking  
The Sins of Babylon  
The Loud Cry  
The Third Message Closed  
 

Let's consider this overview, the messages in their historical settings, and the connections to 

the heavenly sanctuary, both in the words of Ellen White and with a few additional observations. 

(The numbers related to the six messages will be bolded and italicized, while any reference to a 

specific message within Ellen White's descriptions will be bolded.) 

-William Miller  

The closing sentence40 makes plain he was presenting the First Angel's Message. He 

began publicly presenting his message in 1831.41 

-The First Angel's Message 

The title of this chapter gives the first of the six messages. The "hour of His judgment" 

they thought pointed to 1843,42 but after an initial disappointment, realized the year was 

1844.43 

-The Second Angel's Message  

This title is second of the six messages, proclaimed as the churches closed their doors and 

hearts to the First Angel's Message.44 Near the close of the time she saw "a great light from 

                                                
40 1SG 132.2; Miller "ceased not to preach the everlasting gospel to crowds wherever he was invited, and sound the 
cry, Fear God and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come." This message is from Rev. 14:6, 7, and 
is seen to announce the beginning of the judgment pictured in Dan. 7:9, 10, and dated in Dan. 8:13, 14. 
41 GC330.2 
42 1SG 133.1; "God was in the proclamation of the time in 1843." 
43 1SG 138.1; "They saw that the prophetic periods reached to 1844, and that the same evidence they had presented 
to show that the prophetic periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 1844." 
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heaven shining upon the people of God ... bright as the sun.... The Midnight cry was given 

to give power to the second angel's message."45 This third of the six messages was shown in 

Ellen White's first vision as the light at the beginning of the path, that "shone all along the 

path," enabling them to see the path and Jesus who was leading them to the goal, which was 

the city.46 

-The Advent Movement Illustrated  

This is a view of the Advent people through the first three messages, with each message 

pictured as light, to the time of the disappointment, and its parallel with the early disciples.47 

-Another Illustration  

This is another view of the first three messages, each described as coming when Jesus 

commissioned angels to go to earth.48 

-The Sanctuary  

This is an explanation of where Jesus had gone in 1844 at the passing of the time, with 

views of the heavenly sanctuary that the earthly resembled. In the Most Holy Place Jesus 
                                                
44 1SG 139.2, 140.1; this message is from Rev. 14:8, and has been understood to speak of the fall of churches 
rejecting the Advent message and preparation. 
45 1SG 140.2, 140.3; the Midnight Cry, as noted earlier, is from the parable in Matt. 25:1-13, showing what is 
needed to go into the wedding with the Bridegroom. 
46 EW 14.1. See also her February 1845 vision "of events commencing with the Midnight Cry" when she saw the 
Father and the Son on a throne, and "an exceeding bright light come from the Father to the Son, and from the Son it 
waved over the people before the throne." All who received this light "rejoiced in it, as their countenances shone 
with its glory. And I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming Chariot go into the Holy of Holies, within 
the veil, and did sit." (To the Little Remnant Scattered Abroad, April 6, 1846, par. 7). See 5MR 95.3-97.3 for a 
detailed description of the background of this vision. The moving of Jesus to the Most Holy Place is called "the 
Bridegroom's coming" which is the application of Matt. 25:10 to explain the disappointment. (In COL 420.3 there is 
another application of the same passage to His second coming.) 
47 First Angel's Message as "precious light": "Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come." 
(1SG 144.1). Second Angel's Message when "a light shone": "Babylon is fallen! is fallen!" (1SG 146.1). Midnight 
Cry as "an exceeding bright and glorious light": "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!" (1SG 146.1). 
48 First Angel's Message: "Jesus commissioned a strong and mighty angel" (1SG 151.1). Second Angel's Message: 
"Another mighty angel was commissioned" (1SG 153.1). Midnight Cry: "Jesus commissioned other angels" with 
"great light and power" (1SG 154.2). All three are shown in the sentence, "Those who rejected and opposed the light 
of the first angel's message, lost the light of the second, and could not be benefited by the power and glory which 
attended the message, Behold the Bridegroom cometh." (1SG 155.2) 
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would "cleanse the Sanctuary, and make a special atonement for Israel"; "would be married 

to the New Jerusalem"49; would offer incense: "as the prayers of the saints in faith came up to 

Jesus, and he offered them to his Father, a sweet fragrance arose from the incense"50; would 

"make a final atonement for all who could be benefited by his mediation," and would 

"cleanse the Sanctuary."51 

-The Third Angel's Message  

Again she gave in the title the name of the next message, the fourth of the six, pictured as 

coming from Jesus after He entered the Holiest, from whence "he sent another mighty angel 

to earth with the third message." Notice the powerful connection to the sanctuary as the 

paragraph continues. "The third angel closes his message with these words, Here is the 

patience of the saints; here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 

Jesus. As he repeated these words he pointed to the heavenly Sanctuary. The minds of all 

who embrace this message are directed to the Most Holy place where Jesus stands before the 

ark, making his final intercession for all those for whom mercy still lingers, and for those 

who have ignorantly broken the law of God."52  

This angel's sanctuary-focused message also opened an explanation of the Advent 

believers' past experience, and pointed to the future. "I saw the third angel pointing upward, 

showing the disappointed ones the way to the Holiest of the heavenly Sanctuary. They 
                                                
49 1SG 157.1 
50 1SG 158.1. Notice the response to the incense: "As the incense ascended up to the Father, the excellent glory 
came from the Father's throne to Jesus, and from Jesus it was shed upon those whose prayers had come up like sweet 
incense. Light and glory poured upon Jesus in rich abundance, and overshadowed the mercy-seat, and the train of 
the glory filled the temple. I could not long look upon the glory. No language can describe it. I was overwhelmed, 
and turned from the majesty and glory of the scene." (Ibid.) 
51 1SG 161.1. Notice that she calls the special work in the Most Holy Place "mediation." 
52 1SG 162.1. Notice that she also calls the special work in the Most Holy Place "intercession." The Third Angel's 
Message is found in Rev. 14:9-12, and is understood to be a warning against receiving the mark of counterfeit 
worship in contrast to the seal (Rev. 7:2) of genuine worship of the Creator the first message calls for. In later years 
it began to be seen that the burden of this message was actually righteousness by faith in relation to the law, "the law 
and the gospel going hand in hand" (1888 217.3; see also 1888 211.1, 212.1; 669.1; 783.2; 822.2). 
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followed Jesus by faith into the Most Holy. Again they have found Jesus, and joy and hope 

spring up anew. I saw them looking back reviewing the past, from the proclamation of the 

second advent of Jesus, down through their travels to the passing of the time in 1844. They 

see their disappointment explained, and joy and certainty again animate them. The third 

angel has lighted up the past, present and future, and they know that God has indeed led 

them by his mysterious providence."53  

The mediation of Jesus is again pictured in this location.54 It is also here that the earlier 

quote on the messages "in their order" is found, as she saw those with no experience in the 

first two angels' messages. "The third angel was pointing them to the Most Holy place, and 

those who had an experience in the past messages were pointing them the way to the 

heavenly Sanctuary. Many saw the perfect chain of truth in the angels' messages, and gladly 

received it. They embraced them in their order, and followed Jesus by faith into the heavenly 

Sanctuary."55 

-A Firm Platform  

Using the metaphor of a platform, she saw the steps to the platform. "I was shown three 

steps--one, two and three--the first, second and third angels' messages. Said the angel, 

Woe to him who shall move a block, or stir a pin in these messages. The true understanding 

of these messages is of vital importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in 

                                                
53 1SG 163.1. It is also from the "opened ... door of the Most Holy" that the "light of the Sabbath" shines, as in the 
enshrined tables of the law there is seen "the fourth commandment living among the ten holy precepts, while a 
brighter light shines upon it than upon the other nine. (1SG 163.1, 164.1) 
54 "I saw the incense in the censer smoke as Jesus offered their confessions and prayers to his Father. And as it 
ascended, a bright light rested upon Jesus, and upon the mercy-seat; and the earnest, praying ones, who were 
troubled because they had discovered themselves to be transgressors of God's law, were blest, and their 
countenances lighted up with hope and joy." 1SG 165.1 
55 1SG 165.2 
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which they are received.... Step by step had God brought them along, until he had placed 

them upon a solid, immovable platform."56 

But many were compared to the Jews who in rejecting John the Baptist, also rejected and 

crucified Jesus, and "placed themselves where they could not receive the blessing on the day 

of Pentecost, which would have taught them the way into the heavenly Sanctuary."57 Those 

in the Advent movement "who rejected the first message could not be benefited by the 

second, and were not benefited by the midnight cry, which was to prepare them to enter 

with Jesus by faith into the Most Holy place of the heavenly Sanctuary. And by rejecting the 

two former messages, they can see no light in the third angel's message, which shows the 

way into the Most Holy place. I saw that the nominal churches, as the Jews crucified Jesus, 

had crucified these messages, and therefore they have no knowledge of the move made in 

heaven, or of the way into the Most Holy, and they cannot be benefited by the intercession of 

Jesus there."58 They are vulnerable now to Satan's delusions, such as Spiritualism, and 

"another spirit" bringing "false reformations" and "excitement in these religious bodies" to 

make them further unprepared for the coming "loud cry of the third angel."59 The 

preparation for the "loud cry," the final message in Revelation going to the whole world, 

takes place from the Most Holy Place. Satan knows this and has a counterfeit spiritual 

experience to divert as many as he can from that final, intimate experience with Jesus being 

mediated from the Holy of Holies. 

                                                
56 1SG 168.2 
57 1SG 169.1 
58 1SG 171.1; compare the foolish virgins in the Matt. 25 parable. She describes this parallel with the Jews also in 
GC430.3, 431.1. 
59 1SG 171.1, 172.1; this is the first reference to the last of the six messages, found in Rev. 18:1-8; compare the 
vision of February 1845 in EW55.1, 56.1. 
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-Spiritualism  

The spiritualistic "rapping delusion"60 of the Fox sisters, and the infidel writing of 

Thomas Paine61 are given as examples of how Satan works to delude Christians and the 

world with his power and lying wonders. 

-Covetousness  

Satan attempts to capture the Advent people with covetousness and cares of earthly 

possessions.62 The example of Judas warns us of what happens by not following Jesus' 

example of unselfishness.63 

-The Shaking  

A picture is given of people "with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with God."64 

Evil angels worked "to shut out Jesus from their view."65 When she asked "the meaning of 

the shaking" she had seen, she was "shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony 

called forth by the counsel of the true Witness to the Laodiceans."66 This fifth of the six 

messages appears to have come to the Advent movement as early as 1852.67 By 1858 she was 

shown in a present perfect tense "that the testimony of the true Witness has not been half 

heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs, has been lightly 

esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; all who 

                                                
60 1SG 173.1 
61 1SG 175.3 to 177.1 
62 1SG 179.1&2 
63 1SG 181.1 
64 1SG 183.1 
65 1SG 183.2 
66 1SG 184.3 
67 The message is found in Scripture in Rev. 3:14-22, from Jesus "the faithful and true witness" to the "angel 
[messenger] of the church of the Laodiceans." The need and solution for the final church is detailed in frank and 
hopeful language, full of Bible connections. For the 1852 date in Advent history, see Review and Herald, June 10, 
1852, "To the Brethren and Sisters." (Note that the first 10 of the 18 paragraphs of this article are also found in EW 
107.2 ff as "Hope of the Church.") 
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truly receive it will obey it and be purified."68 Note that the conclusion is future tense. These 

words of purifying affirm that this message comes from Jesus in His final cleansing work in 

the Most Holy Place. The scriptural connections with the Song of Solomon permeate the 

message with marriage implications, of which the repentance and purification are necessary 

preparation. 

Whereas the earlier pictures she gave always seemed to indicate a core spiritual group 

following Jesus, this description of the failure to receive the message to Laodicea is a general 

statement that points to the corporate condition of unbelief that would result in an ongoing 

delay of God's purposes. That the delay would not be permanent is indicated by the views 

immediately following, of a victorious group. "The company I had seen, who were mightily 

shaken," specifically those "before seen weeping, and praying," were now "clothed with an 

armor from their head to their feet," and were moving "in exact order, like a company of 

soldiers.... They had obtained the victory, and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude, 

and holy, sacred joy."69 The parallels to the disciples at the first sanctuary transition are clear 

and marked.70 

 "Some had been shaken out," but "their numbers were immediately made up by others 

taking hold of the truth."71 She saw them "speak forth the truth in great power. It had effect." 

When she "asked what had made this great change" she was told, "It is the latter rain; the 

refreshing from the presence of the Lord; the loud cry of the third angel."72  This is the first 

description of the sixth of the six messages. We saw it mentioned in anticipation in the 

                                                
68 1SG 185.1 
69 1SG 185.2 
70 "Exact order" parallels "in one accord" (Acts 1:14; 2:1). "Deepest gratitude, and holy, sacred joy" mirrors "great 
joy" and "continually in the temple, praising and blessing God." (Luke 24:52, 53). Note the temple connection! 
Those accepting the Laodicean message will likewise be "continually in the [heavenly] temple" by faith. 
71 1SG 186.1 
72 1SG 186.2; note the connected phrases:  "latter rain" = "the refreshing" = "the loud cry." 
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chapter "A Firm Platform," but here we see its power, identified as "the latter rain," the end-

time parallel to the early rain of Pentecost that occurred at the transition from the courtyard to 

the Holy Place. This outpouring is also called "the refreshing from the presence of the Lord," 

obviously from where He is located at this time--in the Most Holy Place. So this is the 

earthly experience of the final atonement mediation Jesus is carrying out while the door of 

mercy is still open. This "loud cry" is described in more detail two chapters later.  

This chapter carries the story forward through the final conflict (after the Most Holy 

Place mediation is finished, though it is not explicitly stated), clear to the Second Coming. 

-The Sins of Babylon  

In rejecting the call of the second message, the churches refused the preparation 

necessary to follow Jesus into the Most Holy Place. Now she is shown "the state of the 

different churches since the second angel proclaimed their fall."73 "I saw that since Jesus had 

left the Holy place of the heavenly Sanctuary, and had entered within the second vail, the 

churches were left as were the Jews; and they have been filling up with every unclean and 

hateful bird. I saw great iniquity and vileness in the churches; yet they profess to be 

christians."74  

The conditions which necessitated the second angel's message of Rev. 14, progressed 

until the worse conditions mentioned in the loud cry of Rev. 18 exist. This chapter 

graphically describes these in modern terms, and why the message is called "the loud cry of 

the third angel." Under this final message it will be made clear to the wicked that "the 

                                                
73 1SG 189.1 
74 1SG 190.1 
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fearful threatenings of the third angel are to be realized, and they will drink the wrath of 

God."75 

-The Loud Cry  

The final of the six messages is described in greater detail. Observe the descriptions of 

the light that is pouring from the final work of Jesus in the Most Holy Place. "I saw another 

mighty angel commissioned to descend to earth, and unite his voice with the third angel, and 

give power and force to his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and 

as he descended, the earth was lightened with his glory. The light which went before and 

followed after this angel, penetrated every where...."76  

"The work of this angel comes in at the right time, and joins in the last great work of the 

third angel's message, as it swells into a loud cry. And the people of God are fitted up every 

where to stand in the hour of temptation which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light 

resting upon them, and they united in the message, and fearlessly proclaimed with great 

power the third angel's message."77 Note the three-fold accomplishment of this light: (1) 

"the people of God are fitted up everywhere to stand;" (2) "they united in the message;" and 

(3) they were enabled to give "with great power the third angel's message." This fitting, 

unity, and power can be seen in the first sanctuary transition in Luke 24 through Acts 1 and 

2.78 

                                                
75 Ibid. 
76 1SG 193.2 
77 Ibid. 
78 (1) Fitted to stand:  the early disciples would now not forsake and flee, but would stand boldly during the 
persecution that exploded in the books of Acts, and, longer term for the New Testament church's spiritual 
descendants, a remnant would stand in the great apostasy. (2) United in the message:  the early disciples died to self, 
entering the cross experience, and came into one accord, holding all things in common. (3) Enabled with power:  the 
supernatural outpouring of the Spirit recognized the fact of the previous two conditions, and enabled their witness to 
have supernatural power. The sequence of events encompassing these experiences, connecting them to "the 
marvelous light of the righteousness of Jesus Christ" and "an outpouring of his Spirit without measure" is addressed 
in a highly significant article entitled "Why the Lord Waits," RH July 21, 1896 (see paragraph 2 particularly). 
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"This message seemed to be an addition to the third message, and joined it, as the 

midnight cry joined the second angel's message in 1844."79 "The light that was shed upon 

the waiting ones penetrated every where, and those who had any light in the churches, who 

had not heard and rejected the three messages, answered to the call, and left the fallen 

churches.... I saw that the third message would close with power and strength far exceeding 

the midnight cry."80 

This unprecedented global message is the final earthly manifestation of the benefits of 

Jesus' mediation in the Holy of Holies. All who will, respond to His invitation to "draw near" 

by faith. For a while "the manifestation of the power of God holds in fear and restraint" the 

rest.81  

-The Third Message Closed  

The powerful final message "stirred up and enraged the inhabitants of earth, who would 

not receive the message."82 "An angel returned from the earth with a writer's ink-horn by his 

side, and reported to Jesus that his work was done, that the saints were numbered and sealed. 

Then I saw Jesus, who had been ministering before the ark containing the ten 

commandments, throw down the censer. He raised his hands upward, and with a loud voice 

said, It is done. And all the angelic host laid off their crowns as Jesus made the solemn 

declaration, He that is unjust, let him be unjust still...."83 

Observe how the accomplishments of this final mediation are described. "Jesus had 

blotted out the sins of his people. He had received his kingdom, and the atonement had been 

made for the subjects of his kingdom. While Jesus had been ministering in the Sanctuary, the 
                                                
79 1SG 194.1 
80 1SG 195.1 
81 Ibid. 
82 1SG 197.1 
83 1SG 197.2 
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judgment had been going on for the righteous dead, and then for the righteous living. The 

subjects of the kingdom were made up. The marriage of the Lamb was finished. And the 

kingdom, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, was given to Jesus, and 

the heirs of salvation...."84 

The mediation in the Most Holy Place was finished. "Jesus moved out of the Most Holy 

place, ... and as he left, a cloud of darkness covered the inhabitants of the earth. There was 

then no mediator between guilty man, and an offended God. While Jesus had been standing 

between God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the people; but when Jesus stepped out 

from between man and the Father, the restraint was removed, and Satan had the control of 

man.... Jesus tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the heavenly Sanctuary, and the sins 

which had been confessed while he was in the Most Holy place, he placed back upon the 

originator of sin, the Devil."85 

"Then I saw Jesus lay off his priestly attire, and clothe himself with his most kingly robes 

... and surrounded by the angelic host, he left heaven. The plagues were falling upon the 

inhabitants of the earth."86 The executive phase of judgment was beginning. 

Reflections on the Messages 

-Time Each Began 

We have seen from the 1858 perspective how the messages came in their historical order, 

with allusions to the future. The beginning of the First Angel's Message can be traced at least 

back to 1831 when the public work of William Miller began.87 The Second Angel's message that 

was sent in response to "the churches [who] would not receive the light of the first angel's 

                                                
84 1SG 197.3 
85 1SG 198.1 
86 1SG 199.1 
87 1SG 132.2; 133.2. For connections of the date with the message, see GC 330.2, 351.2, 352.2. 
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message"88 "was first preached in the summer of 1844."89 The Midnight Cry began "near the 

close of the second angel's message"90 during August of 1844.91 When Jesus entered the Holy of 

Holies in October 1844, "he sent another mighty angel to earth with the third message."92 The 

message to Laodicea began as early as June of 1852.93 Thus by 1858 Ellen White was shown 

"that the testimony of the true Witness has not been half heeded."94 Its work future to that time 

would cause the shaking she was shown, when "it will have its effect upon the heart of the 

receiver of the testimony."95 The Loud Cry she was shown in 1858 was still future, when it 

would join "in the last great work of the third angel's message."96 This began to be fulfilled by 

1886,97 and this beginning was explicitly identified in 1892.98 

While the beginning dates for each of the messages are sequential, the messages themselves 

are cumulative, each new message joining the previous. Thus the messages form a crescendo, 

with all messages still applicable and part of the mission of the Advent movement.99 

                                                
88 1SG 140.1 
89 GC 389.2 
90 1SG 140.2. Note that this expression, "the close of the second angel's message" must refer to the passing of the 
time, and not the passing of the applicability of the message, as is shown in the next paragraph. A similar statement, 
"when the midnight cry was finished, at the seventh month, 1844" (The Present Truth, August 1, 1849, par. 4) points 
clearly to the passing of the time. The light of the Midnight Cry shines all the way to the city. 
91 Joseph Bates, The Autobiography of Elder Joseph Bates, p. 297.1. 
92 1SG 162.1 
93 Review and Herald, June 10, 1852, "To the Brethren and Sisters." 
94 1SG 185.1 
95 1SG 184.3 
96 1SG 193.2 (Two previous references to "the loud cry" were likewise prophetic of the future. 1SG 172.1; 186.2) 
97 1888 166.1. This vision while in Switzerland took her to the 1886 General Conference Session where her guide 
said, "There is much light yet to shine forth from the law of God and the gospel of righteousness. This message, 
understood in its true character, and proclaimed in the Spirit, will lighten the earth with its glory." (See also 9MR 
326.3.) 
98 "The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of the 
righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory 
shall fill the whole earth. For it is the work of every one to whom the message of warning has come, to lift up Jesus, 
to present him to the world...."  (RH, November 22, 1892 par. 7; that its fullness was still future was made clear in 
the second part of this article; see RH, November 29, 1892 par. 5) 
99 See for example these cumulative statements:  "God has given the messages of Revelation 14 their place in the 
line of prophecy, and their work is not to cease till the close of this earth's history. The first and second angel's 
messages are still truth for this time, and are to run parallel with this which follows." (1888 804.3; Ms 31, 1890). 
"The theme of greatest importance is the third angel's message, embracing the messages of the first and second 
angels." (Letter 97, 1902, paragraph 3; 12MR 212.3). Note the continued application of the early messages in the 



 25 

Beginning Dates of the Messages 
Messages Before Transition 
 First Angel's Message: 1831 
 Second Angel's Message: 1844 (summer) 
 Midnight Cry: 1844 (late summer) 
Transition: Jesus to the Most Holy Place 
Messages After Transition 
 Third Angel's Message: 1844 (October) 
 Laodicean Message: 1852 
 Loud Cry:  1886 

 

-In Relation to the Most Holy Place 

The first three of the messages, which began before Jesus' transition into the Most Holy 

Place, were intended to prepare His people to follow Him there. As with the first transition in 

A.D. 31, no one was fully prepared for His move, and a period of disappointment occurred that 

was alleviated only by an understanding of what had actually taken place. The other three 

messages have come to earth from Jesus' new location and ministry, and are global invitations to 

come into the Most Holy Place by faith.  

Relation to the Most Holy Place 
Messages Before Transition:  "Get ready to go into the Most Holy Place" 
 First Angel's Message: 1831 
 Second Angel's Message: 1844 (summer) 
 Midnight Cry: 1844 (late summer) 
Transition: Jesus to the Most Holy Place 
Messages After Transition:  "Come into the Most Holy Place" 
 Third Angel's Message: 1844 (October) 
 Laodicean Message: 1852 
 Loud Cry:  1886 

 

-Target of Each Message 

Two of the first three messages (first and second) are pictured in Rev. 14 as going to the 

world. The other (third), from Matt. 25 (a chapter in Jesus' discourse with His disciples on how 

to be ready for His coming), is a message for the messengers, warning the virgins that they can 
                                                
following statements. In 1890 she wrote that "the message of justification by faith is the third angel's message ... in 
verity." (RH, April 1, 1890, par. 8). On September 19, 1892 she wrote that "the message given us by A. T. Jones, 
and E. J. Waggoner is the message of God to the Laodicean church...." (1888 1052.2, Letter 24, to Uriah Smith). As 
late as 1904 she continued to write of its applicability. "The message to the Laodicean church reveals our condition 
as a people." (RH, December 15, 1904, par. 9). 
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be foolish and left out of the wedding. Two of the last three messages (fourth and sixth), from 

Rev. 14 and Rev. 18, are also global messages. The next to the last (fifth), the final of the 

messages to the churches in Rev. 3, is a message for the messenger (angel) of the church, that 

will fit her to carry the final message to the world.100 

Intended Audience 
Messages Before Transition:  "Get ready to go into the Most Holy Place" 
 First Angel's Message: 1831 to the world 
 Second Angel's Message: 1844 (summer) to the world 
 Midnight Cry: 1844 (late summer) for the virgins 
Transition: Jesus to the Most Holy Place 
Messages After Transition:  "Come into the Most Holy Place" 
 Third Angel's Message: 1844 (October) to the world 
 Laodicean Message: 1852 for the angel (messenger) 
 Loud Cry:  1886 to the world 

 

-Power of Each "Cry" 

Ellen White observed historically that the message of the Midnight Cry went "like a tidal 

wave."101 She made this solemn comparison to the time of the apostles. "Of all the great religious 

movements since the days of the apostles, none have been more free from human imperfection 

and the wiles of Satan than was that of the autumn of 1844."102 As earlier noted, she saw the 

Midnight cry "was to give power to the second angel's message."103 The oil the wise virgins had 

symbolized the Holy Spirit. Similarly, as also noted, the Loud Cry "message seemed to be an 

addition to the third message, joining it as the midnight cry joined the second angel's message in 

1844."104 The Loud Cry "will close with power and strength far exceeding the midnight cry."105 

                                                
100 Many statements combine both targets. See for example 1888 1337.1 and 1575.2. And in speaking of the targets 
of the messages as focused on one or the other, we would not say that the messages for the world do not apply in a 
basic sense to the church (see GC 425.1 for an example), nor that the needs of the church seen in the messages for it 
do not apply in any way to the world. 
101 GC 400.2 
102 GC 401.3 (See the description of the Midnight Cry in GC 399.4 through 401.3.) 
103 1SG 140.3 
104 1SG 194.1 
105 Ibid.; 1SG 196.1 
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The latter rain of the Holy Spirit, which we saw accompanies the Loud Cry,106 she saw "was 

coming as [suddenly as] the midnight cry, and with ten times the power."107 

Connection and Power of Each "Cry" 
Messages Before Transition:  "Get ready to go into the Most Holy Place" 
 First Angel's Message: 1831 to the world 
 Second Angel's Message: 1844 (summer) to the world 
 Midnight Cry: 1844 (late summer) for the virgins; power to Second Angel's Message; tidal 

wave 
Transition: Jesus to the Most Holy Place 
Messages After Transition:  "Come into the Most Holy Place" 
 Third Angel's Message: 1844 (October) to the world 
 Laodicean Message: 1852 for the angel (messenger) 
 Loud Cry:  1886 to the world; addition to Third Angel's Message; ten times power of 

Midnight Cry 
 

-Phase of Judgment in Each Message 

Christ's entry into the Most Holy Place began the hour of judgment. What is the judgment 

light that flows from that open door? The first phase is opening the books. The First and Second 

Angels' Messages and the Loud Cry open the books on the history of the world, the great 

controversy, and the final confederacy against God (Babylon). The Midnight Cry and the 

Laodicean Message open the books on God's own people. These are prophetic messages inviting 

all into the Most Holy Place, to see what God sees, to enter into what He is doing and is about to 

do. Like those at the first transition, as we are convicted of our need, and cry, "What must we 

do?"--the instruction is, "Repent."108 We go into the Most Holy Place by faith. The second phase 

is found in the corporate verdict and sentence that have been expressed prophetically and must 

presented. These are found in the Second and Third Angels' Messages and the Loud Cry. The 

individual verdict awaits each individual's final decision with the accompanying seal or mark.109 

                                                
106 1SG 186.2 
107 SpM 4.3 (September 1852) 
108 Rev. 3:19 
109 Seal:  Rev. 7:2, 3; Mark: 13:16, 17; 14:9, 11; 16:2; 19:20; Victory over mark: 15:2; 20:4 
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Phase of Judgment Involved in Each 
Messages Before Transition:  "Get ready to go into the Most Holy Place" 
 First Angel's Message: 1831 to the world; opens books on world 
 Second Angel's Message: 1844 (summer) to the world; corporate verdict; opens books on 

world (Babylon) 
 Midnight Cry: 1844 (late summer) for the virgins; power to Second Angel's Message; tidal 

wave; opens books on God's people 
Transition: Jesus to the Most Holy Place 
Messages After Transition:  "Come into the Most Holy Place" 
 Third Angel's Message: 1844 (October) to the world; corporate sentence 
 Laodicean Message: 1852 for the angel (messenger); opens books on God's people 
 Loud Cry:  1886 to the world; addition to Third Angel's Message; ten times power of 

Midnight Cry; opens books on world; corporate verdict and sentence 
 

Message, Mission, Mediation as Judgment 

These messages that apply to the church and the world comprise both our mission and the 

final mediation of Jesus in the Most Holy Place. The work of Jesus at His first coming during the 

final days of Israel's probation provides the local picture that reveals many details of what He is 

now doing, and wants to do through His people, in the final days of the earth's probation in the 

global picture. 

His local ministry at His first coming can be summarized as preaching the gospel, and 

extending the invitation to join the everlasting kingdom. His healing ministry expressed His 

compassion for the suffering, built bridges of confidence, and showed the creative power that the 

Father was mediating through His Son.110 His teaching ministry unfolded the divine principles of 

the everlasting kingdom, which were still applicable in the midst of a sinful world under its 

temporary kingdoms. Through His outreach, He was looking with longing for a response of faith 

that could begin to see what He saw. When He found it, He was ecstatic and verbally drew 

attention to it.  "I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."111 "O woman, great is thy 

faith."112 "Thy faith hath made thee whole."113 "Thy faith hath saved thee."114 

                                                
110 The miracles of Jesus "were wrought by the power of God through the ministration of the angels." (DA 143.1) 
111 Matt. 8:10 
112 Matt. 15:28 
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Faith is a dynamic of agape,115 and these as a unit are symbolized in Scripture as gold,116 

which was present throughout the sanctuary to represent that very thing. In the Gospels we see 

Jesus intensively working with this motive power, and earnestly looking for a similar response. It 

seems clear that His finding faith was the exception, not the rule. One of the final statements of 

this search occurred as He came to the temple the last week before Calvary. "He ... looked round 

about upon all things...."117 The events of the following days showed He did not find what His 

heart longed to see. 

On His way into the city that last week He spoke of this search that describes His entire 

ministry. As He wept over Jerusalem in the agony that only the conflicting visions of faith and 

foreknowledge could bring, He mournfully observed, "Thou knewest not the time of thy 

visitation."118 The term "visitation" (episkope) speaks of an "investigation" that is part of 

"oversight" that only someone in charge ("the overseer") can carry out.119 This is clearly part of 

the first phase of judgment, as we noted earlier. 

But most importantly note the result of Jesus' finding, in His visitation, responses to His 

invitation, especially in His closest disciples. We see His priestly mediation in the prayer of John 

17. "In the language of one who has divine authority, Christ gives His elect church into the 

Father's arms. As a consecrated high priest He intercedes for His people. As a faithful shepherd 

He gathers His flock under the shadow of the Almighty, in the strong and sure refuge."120 

                                                
113 Mark 10:52 
114 Luke 7:50 
115 Love "believeth all things." (1 Cor. 13:7). "Faith ... worketh by love." (Gal. 5:6) 
116 1 Pet. 1:7; compare Rev. 3:18; 1 Tim. 1:14; DA 280.3 
117 Mark 11:11 
118 Luke 19:44 
119 Thayer's Greek Lexicon, on episkope. This Greek word gives perhaps the strongest base for the early Advent 
believers' coming to see the necessity of an "investigative judgment" prior to the executive act of Jesus' second 
coming. The Hebrew equivalent is pequddah; see Num. 3:32; Isa. 10:3; Jer. 8:12; Ezek. 9:1 for examples of the 
Hebrew word with judgment connections. 
120 DA 680.4 
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We must see in this graphic and poignant description of what He did during the final events 

of that local visitation a picture of what He is attempting now in the Holy of Holies--giving, 

interceding, gathering--which intimately involves the Advent movement, both in its mission and 

in its own personal experience with Him. Near the end of His earthly ministry He wondered out 

loud whether the global response at the end would be any different than the local one at His first 

coming. "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"121 He answered this 

rhetorical question years later when He showed John, under the impact of the third angel's 

message, just before the picture of the harvest of the earth, a group of saints who "keep ... the 

faith of Jesus."122 

Peter, using the same term Jesus employed on that tearful day overlooking Jerusalem, wrote 

to his readers words that have come to have their greatest application in our day of global 

visitation, since 1844. Peter in essence writes to the Advent people of the importance of "having 

your conversation honest among the Gentiles [nations]: that, whereas they speak against you as 

evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 

visitation."123 Perhaps we can now understand better the "decided relation" in Ellen White's 

description of how the early Advent believers who studied the sanctuary came to see the events 

after 1844. "The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, opening to our 

astonished eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and having decided relation 

to God's people upon the earth...."124 

                                                
121 Luke 18:8 
122 Rev. 14:12 
123 1 Pet. 2:12. This global visitation is the only use of this Greek word in a judgment sense outside of Jesus' use of it 
for the local application. The word translated "Gentiles" is ethnos which occurs in the First Angel's Message as 
"nation" in "every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people." (Rev. 14:6) 
124 1888 518.2 (Ms 13, 1889; also CW 30.2) 



 31 

This connection between heaven and earth of Jesus' final mediation, and how the messages 

themselves relate, is described in intensely practical words first published in 1888. "While the 

investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being 

removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, 

among God's people upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of 

Revelation 14."125 

The context of this statement is the purifying and purging mentioned by Malachi involved in 

"the day of His coming"--"not to the earth, as they expected, but, as foreshadowed in the type, to 

the most holy place of the temple of God in heaven."126 Four Bible passages are shown to be 

describing "the same event"--"the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days" in Daniel 

7,127 "the coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the 

sanctuary" in Daniel 8,128 "the coming of the Lord to His temple" in Malachi 3,129 and "the 

coming of the bridegroom to the marriage" in Matt. 25.130 

When this work is "accomplished, the followers of Christ will be ready for His appearing."131 

In the words of Malachi, "then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the 

Lord."132 In marriage imagery, His people are then ready to be received as a "glorious church," 

"fair as the moon, clear as the sun."133 What follows is Jesus' "second advent, His coming for the 

execution of the judgment."134 

                                                
125 GC 425.1 
126 GC 424.2; 425.1; Mal. 3:2, 3 
127 Dan. 7:13 
128 Dan. 8:14 
129 Mal. 3:1 
130 Matt. 25:10 
131 GC 425.2 
132 Mal. 3:4 
133 Eph. 5:27; Song 6:10; quoted in GC 425.2; compare Rev. 19:7 
134 GC 425.3; Mal. 3:5 
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The Advent movement in beginning to proclaim the judgment-hour messages at that point in 

time was, in a way not fully appreciated, following the trajectory of the Reformation of the 

sixteenth century in its main views of judgment prophecies, including the time elements. 

Observe that Luther wrote of the event and time. "I hope the last day of judgment is not far, I 

persuade myself verily it will not be absent full three hundred years longer; for God's word will 

decrease and be darkened for want of true shepherds and servants of God. The voice will sound 

and heard erelong: 'Behold the Bridegroom cometh.' God neither will nor can suffer this wicked 

world much longer, He must strike in with the dreadful day, and punish the contemning of His 

word."135 

Most Holy Place Mediation as Preparation  

It should be clear from what has been observed to this point that the purpose of opening the 

books in the first phase of judgment is to call all to repentance. After Peter reviewed the history 

on Pentecost, the result was some 3000 hearts brought to repentance.136 Before the actual close 

of investigation (and thus probation), the purpose of declaring what the corporate verdict and 

sentence will be is likewise a call to repent. When Jonah declared the implied verdict and explicit 

sentence on Nineveh, an example of corporate repentance unequaled in history resulted, which 

actually led to God's deferring the execution.137 

Thus the work that Jesus is mediating from the Holy of Holies, in messages that clearly probe 

to the roots and warn of a soon-coming verdict and sentence, is His final attempt to lead to 

repentance, to coming out of a system that is unsustainable and doomed and soon to suffer God's 

executive wrath. As an individual hears these messages, there is a revelation of self and of 

                                                
135 Familiar Discourses, pp. 7, 8, from http://www.preteristarchive.com/StudyArchive/l/luther-martin.html (accessed 
10/1/09). Ellen White quotes a source of this in GC 303.1. 
136 Acts 2:37-41 
137 Jonah 3:4-10 
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God138 that stimulates one of two responses. Either one willingly submits to a continuation of the 

process, which occurs only with the permission of the individual, with repentant heart, or one 

refuses and moves down a path of denial and deception.139 

What God instructed Israel to do on the yearly Day of Atonement encapsulates the 

experience a responsive heart pursues as Jesus engages in this final mediation. "It shall be an 

holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire 

unto the LORD. And ye shall do no work in that same day...."140 Since the Day of Atonement 

was not a pilgrim feast,141 the convocation is a proclamation calling us together to look by faith 

to the sanctuary and follow the work Jesus is doing there.142 The affliction of soul is the humility 

that allows God to lay our glory in the dust in continually deepening repentance.143 The fire 

offering is a picture of the only sacrifice sufficient to save us, that of Jesus Himself when He 

"offered up Himself"144--"the sacrifice of Himself"145--that we accept wholeheartedly and 

                                                
138 See for example, "The Knowledge of Christ and Self Leads to Humility," RH October 16, 1888, which employs 
the Isaiah 6 story to illustrate the need. 
139 This is why 1 Tim. 5:24, 25 speaks of sins being "open beforehand, going before to judgment." Judgment is 
openness. The willingness for the books to be opened on their sins is a characteristic of those in "the house of God," 
thus judgment begins with them (1 Pet. 4:17). In the language of 1 Tim. 5:24, for the those unwilling, the judgment 
will "follow after." But all will face the record sooner or later. The final messages of mercy call all to face their sins 
now while Jesus is still mediating in the sanctuary. 
140 Lev. 23:27, 28 
141 The three pilgrim feasts, when all able were to go up to Jerusalem, were the Passover, the Feast of Weeks, and 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 
142 The "assembling of ourselves together" that Paul wrote of in Heb. 10:25, if important during the days of Jesus' 
priestly ministry prior to the final judgment process (when "the day [was still] approaching"), is much more 
important now that we are in "the Day." See Appendix E, The Day Approaching. 
143 "Afflict" is anah which is used in Isa. 53:4, 7 to describe the humility of Jesus. See 7BC 959.9 and RH, October 
5, 1886, par. 24 for strong "most-holy-place" statements on how our "continual repentance and humility" is the key 
to victory and essential for any true move toward perfection of character. This affliction of soul provides the basis 
for many lifestyle restrictions that apply to our day that God did not enjoin at earlier times. Evidence of this humility 
is expressed in the "Woe is me" of Isa. 6:5, and the "O wretched man that I am" of Rom. 7:24. See RH, December 
22, 1896, "A Lesson From the Sanctuary." 
144 Heb. 7:27; also 9:14 
145 Heb. 9:26 
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identify with experientially, reckoning ourselves also to "be dead with Christ."146 The abstaining 

from work means we rest fully in God's accomplished work, "ceased from [our] own works."147 

It should be evident in the light of the repeated typical Days of Atonement that the Most-

Holy-Place experience was not reserved for people living only after 1844. The intimate walk 

with God was seen in past times in those who have been translated without seeing death.148 What 

makes post-1844 unique is that the world is coming to a dead end, and the only way out alive is 

through the Most Holy Place. 

The Most Holy Place experience pertinent to our day relates to the activities prior to the High 

Priest's coming out of the mediation there and prior to the ceremonies involving the scapegoat.149 

Seen in this light, the preparation for Jesus' second coming occurs while He is still in the Holy of 

Holies. After this ministry, He returns to this earth to begin to execute judgment on the saints150 

and sinners,151 to begin to deal with the devil, and then to continue the investigative basis of 

judgment.152 So the Second Coming is neither the first nor last event of the final Day of 

Atonement. However, the Day of Atonement activities at present are prerequisites for later 

ones.153 

The preparation experienced by those who follow Jesus by faith in what He is doing at 

present becomes a refuge for the storm that breaks out as the preparation work comes to an end, 

and the restraint of the Holy Spirit is removed from those whose final choice is to reject the 

                                                
146 Rom. 6:8, 11; see also 2 Cor. 5:14. The cross is still our message! 
147 Heb. 4:10. This is the heart of the Sabbath truth, and why it was revived by God during the final Day of 
Atonement (Heb. 4:9, 11). 
148 RH, March 3, 1874, par. 12 implies that Enoch and Elijah in their characters show what has been true with "some 
few in every generation from Adam." 
149 Lev. 16:20-22 
150 To "give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name" (Rev. 11:18) 
151 To "destroy them which destroy the earth" (Rev. 11:18); see also the two harvests in Rev. 14:14-20. 
152 These last two events are portrayed in Rev. 20. 
153 These prerequisites are shown in multiple forms throughout scripture. See Appendix F for a suggested list of 
these. 
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principles of the eternal kingdom. The Most Holy Place thus becomes a refuge during that time, 

"the secret place of the Most High."154 This is the view of the sealing in Revelation 7 before the 

winds are released.155 

The cleansing and preparing work of Jesus in the Most Holy Place is also described as a 

learning process, the final class, as it were, before graduating to a higher school. "From the Holy 

of Holies, there goes on the grand work of instruction. The angels of God are communicating to 

men. Christ officiates in the sanctuary.... There we shall see more clearly as we are seen. We 

shall know as we are known."156 But what if God's people are truant students? 

Time and Delay 

From our perspective 165 years after the passing of the time, we may well wonder how long 

the Most Holy Place ministry of Jesus will take. This theme of "how long" frequently echoes 

through Scripture, most significantly for our topic sounding from Daniel's third prophetic 

overview. In view of the self-exalting, desolating trend that builds to the little horn, Daniel hears 

the question, "How long the vision, the daily, and the transgression of desolation, to give both 

the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?"157 The answer, till evening and morning 

2300, points to the beginning of Jesus' ministry of cleansing, restoring, and vindicating.158 Just as 

the first coming of Jesus was foretold in prophetic time, so the time of the beginning of judgment 

was set.159 But that still leaves unanswered how long it will take Him to accomplish that work. 

                                                
154 Psa. 91:1; see RH, November 27, 1900, "Prepare to Meet the Lord," especially par. 9-17 
155 Rev. 7:1-4; see RH, September 1, 1849, par. 7 
156 1888 27.1 (Let. 37, February 18, 1887, to E. J. Waggoner and A. T. Jones) 
157 Dan. 8:13 literal 
158 Dan. 8:14 literal 
159 In reference to the first coming of Jesus, Ellen White wrote, "Like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed 
path, God's purposes know no haste and no delay.... In heaven's council the hour for the coming of Christ had been 
determined. When the great clock of time pointed to that hour, Jesus was born in Bethlehem." (DA 32.1). But there 
have been many spans of time, encompassing work God has undertaken, that apart from divine foreknowledge have 
extended far beyond what God intended, solely due to human factors. 
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Since the work He is doing has a "decided relation to God's people upon the earth...",160 it 

follows that if they do not cooperate, if they pull back in unbelief, His work will be delayed. A 

review of the "how long" questions of scripture shows that the direction of the question is 

directed from God to man about two-thirds of the time.161 So in our Advent history, we read of 

delays as early as 1868. "The long night of gloom is trying, but the morning is deferred in mercy, 

because if the Master should come, so many would be found unready. God’s unwillingness to 

have His people perish, has been the reason of so long delay."162 

How far back from 1868, itself just 24 years after the passing of the time, does "so long 

delay" take us? A statement made in 1883 implies the delay dates back to the 1840's and 1850's. 

"Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held fast their faith, and followed on 

unitedly in the opening providence of God, receiving the message of the third angel and in the 

power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, they would have seen the salvation of God, 

the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts, the work would have been completed, 

and Christ would have come ere this to receive His people to their reward."163 

The issues at the root of the delay were clear and specific--"doubt and uncertainty," 

"dissensions and divisions," "majority opposed," "unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion," 

"worldliness, unconsecration, and strife."164 These prevented what God had planned--"a work to 

be accomplished on earth" consisting of the following: (1) "The third angel's message was to be 

given...." "The Sabbath reform was to be carried forward." (2) "The people of God must purify 

their souls through obedience to the truth, and be prepared to stand without fault before Him at 

                                                
160 1888 518.2 (Ms. 13, 1889, "Standing by the Landmarks") 
161 34 of the 53 occurrences in KJV. 
162 PH098 16.2 (1868, "Testimony for the Church at Olcott, New York"; included in 2T 193.3) 
163 1SM 68.1. See Appendix G for this complete passage dealing with the early delay. 
164 1SM 68.2, 69.1 
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His coming."165 And what was the work of Jesus behind God's plan? "The minds of believers 

were to be directed to the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ had entered to make atonement for 

His people."166 The delay came not because no one directed them there, but because they simply 

refused to adopt that focus. 

Most Holy Place Mediation and the Delay 

As previously observed, the messages after the passing of the time were sent to earth from 

the Most Holy Place. But the manifestations of unbelief just noted were refusals of God's people 

to follow Jesus there. The early aspects of the disappointment of the Advent believers at the 

passing of the time paralleled that of the disciples at the crucifixion, but the Adventists did not 

enter into their transition as did the disciples between Passover and Pentecost. Rather they, as the 

children of Israel in Moses' day, refused to "go in" (here, the Most Holy Place by faith).167 

If entering the Holy of Holies by faith is the preparation necessary for God's people to fulfill 

their present task and to be fitted to stand the final storm, and if the evidence points to the delay 

beginning in the early years of the Advent Movement, should we not be able to understand, at 

least in a beginning way, why we are still here on this earth? Let's trace a few points of 

observation that should help explain the trajectory from the past, and the points of need 

extending to our own day, in relation to the activity of Jesus at present in heaven, and the 

messages related to our time. 

Exploring the testimonies shows the truancy from the early years extended into the 1880's 

and beyond. From 1887 we read, "We do not follow Him into the sanctuary as we should. Christ 

and angels work in the hearts of the children of men. The church above, united with the church 

                                                
165 1SM 67.9 
166 Ibid. 
167 1 SM 68.3, 69.1. This refusal is clearly called "rebellion" and "insubordination" in the years following. For 
example see 1888 1067.3 (1888) and 20MR 313.1 (1901). 
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below, is warring the good warfare upon the earth. There must be a purifying of the soul here 

upon the earth, in harmony with Christ's cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven."168  

In 1888 this observation regarding God's attempt at preparing a people was made: "Satan has 

been having things his own way; but the Lord has raised up men and given them a solemn 

message to bear to His people, to wake up the mighty men to prepare for battle, for the day of 

God's preparation. This message Satan sought to make of none effect, and when every voice and 

every pen should have been intensely at work to stay the workings and powers of Satan there 

was a drawing apart; there were differences of opinion."169 

The light of the Loud Cry message, streaming from the Most Holy Place was vitally needed 

for the preparation. "Questions were asked at that time. 'Sister White, do you think that the Lord 

has any new and increased light for us as a people?' I answered, 'Most assuredly. I do not only 

think so, I but can speak understandingly. I know that there is precious truth to be unfolded to us 

if we are the people that are to stand in the day of God's preparation.'"170 

In April of 1889 a warning was given about not following the light. "We do not wish to 

imperil our souls by rejection of God's messages of warning and counsel. Our greatest danger 

lies in our tendency to refuse increased light...."171 

 Two months later she addressed the importance of the light in these words: "God has opened 

to us our strength, and we need to know something about it and be prepared for the time of 

                                                
168 1888 27.1 (Let. 37, February 18, 1887, to E. J. Waggoner and A. T. Jones) 
169 1888 210.3 (Ms. 24, December 1888, "Looking Back at Minneapolis") 
170 1888 219.2 (Ibid.) 
171 ST, April 22, 1889, par. 6 (Article, "Preparation for the Testing-Time." See also par. 9 for how John "saw that at 
this time the attention of the loyal and true followers of Christ would be attracted to the open door of the most holy 
place in the heavenly sanctuary. He saw that by faith they would follow Jesus within the veil where he ministers 
above the ark of God containing his immutable law. The prophet described the faithful ones, saying, 'Here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.'") 
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trouble such as never was since there was a nation. But here is our strength, Christ our 

righteousness."172 

The next year the urgency, the importance, were expressed in language of the Laodicean 

Message, and the heart-breaking response detailed. "The Lord has been calling his people. In a 

most marked manner he has revealed his divine presence. But the message and the messengers 

have not been received but despised. I longed that those who have greatly needed the message of 

divine love would hear Christ's knock at the door of the heart, and let the heavenly guest enter. 

But at the hearts of some Jesus has knocked in vain. In rejecting the message given at 

Minneapolis, men committed sin. They have committed far greater sin by retaining for years the 

same hatred against God's messengers, by rejecting the truth that the Holy Spirit has been urging 

home. By making light of the message given, they are making light of the word of God. Every 

appeal rejected, every entreated unheeded, furthers the work of heart-hardening, and places them 

in the seat of the scornful."173 

Six years later, in 1896, the need and the delay were expressed in temple language that 

provides one of the clearest statements as to why we are still here. "The natural heart is not to 

bring its own tainted, corrupting principles into the work of God. There must be no concealing of 

the principles of our faith. The third angel's message is to be sounded by God's people. It is to 

swell to the loud cry. The Lord has a time appointed when he will bind off the work; but when is 

that time? When the truth to be proclaimed for these last days shall go forth as a witness to all 

nations, then shall the end come. If the power of Satan can come into the very temple of God, 

and manipulate things as he pleases, the time of preparation will be prolonged."174 

                                                
172 1888, p. 347.2 (June 19, 1889; Sermon "Christ and the Law," Rome, New York) 
173 1888 913.2 (Ms 30, 1890) 
174 1888 1525.2 (Let. 83, May 22, 1896, to O. A. Olsen) 
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In words five years later, in 1901, to a worker whose health broke due to over-exertion in his 

field of ministry, the observation of the reasons behind the delay are strongly stated. Refusal to 

go into the Most Holy Place is rebellion. "God's people have been far behind.... They have lost to 

their own disadvantage what they might have gained to the advancement of the truth if they had 

carried out the plans and will of God. Man cannot possibly stretch over that gulf that has been 

made by workers who have not been following the divine Leader. We may have to remain here 

in this world because of insubordination many more years, as did the children of Israel; but for 

Christ's sake, His people should not add sin to sin by charging God with the consequence of their 

own wrong course of action.... 'He hath shewed thee (this rebellious people), O man, what is 

good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God?'"175 

When God's people do not follow Him, they become vulnerable to diversions and deceptions. 

She addressed early in 1904 how Dr. Kellogg's ideas would divert people from the essential 

truths of the sanctuary mediation. "There is in it [pantheism] the beginning of theories which, 

carried to their logical conclusion, would destroy faith in the sanctuary question and in the 

atonement. I do not think that Dr. Kellogg saw this clearly. I do not think that he realized that in 

laying his new foundation of faith, he was directing his steps toward infidelity."176 

When God's people run ahead of Him, they become disappointed. When they lag behind, 

God Himself becomes disappointed. Consider this theme in marriage and Laodicean language 

(which are rooted in Most Holy Place mediation), described also in 1904, some sixty years after 

the passing of the time. "In every church in our land, there is needed confession, repentance, and 

reconversion. The disappointment of Christ is beyond description.... Christ is humiliated in his 

                                                
175 20MR 312.7, 313.1 (Let. 184, Dec. 7, 1901, to P. T. Magan, after a bout of typhoid fever shortly after moving the 
College from Battle Creek to Berrien Springs, Michigan. See Merlin Neff, For God and CME, p. 92.) 
176 2MR 243.2 (Letter 33, Jan. 17, 1904, p. 2, to Brethren Faulkhead and Salisbury)  
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people. The first love is gone, the faith is weak, there is need of a thorough transformation.... I 

can not fail to see that the light which God has given me is not favorable to our ministers or our 

churches. You have left your first love. Self-righteousness is not the wedding-garment. A failure 

to follow the clear light of truth is our fearful danger. The message to the Laodicean church 

reveals our condition as a people."177 

The next year she addressed Albion Ballenger's teaching, that among other things, said Jesus 

did not move to the Most Holy Place in 1844.178 "If the theories that Brother Ballenger presents 

were received, they would lead many to depart from the faith. They would counterwork the 

truths upon which the people of God have stood for the past fifty years. I am bidden to say in the 

name of the Lord that Elder Ballenger is following a false light. The Lord has not given him the 

message that he is bearing regarding the sanctuary service."179 "...The doctrines that Elder 

Ballenger advances, if received, would unsettle our faith in the sanctuary question."180 

In summary, God's own people have resisted at a very basic level the experience that all six 

messages call for, which we have seen described as going into the Most Holy Place to join Jesus 

in His special, final work there. Thus God's people's ability to carry these very messages to the 

world has been hampered to the point where the final goal, which could long ago have been 

reached, has not been accomplished. The goal can only be reached through supernatural 

resources. These come from Jesus, mediated from Him personally through the agencies of the 

Spirit and the angels who love to do His bidding. Can we understand better the need to "draw 

near" to where He is right now, to abandon our self-dependence, and to be filled with the light 
                                                
177 RH, December 15, 1904 par. 8 & 9 (Article, "A Call to Repentance") 
178 His view was that when Jesus "ascended He went immediately into the Most Holy Place and that His ministry 
has been carried on there ever since." (5BIO 407.2). For a recent evaluation of where Jesus went at His ascension 
and how that related to His work of judgment prefigured by the Day of Atonement, see Roy Gane's "Supreme 
Access to the Control Center of the Universe" (PowerPoint presentation made July 10, 2009 at the 1888 National 
Conference in Berrien Springs). 
179 MR760 10.2 (Ms 62, May 24, 1905, "A Warning Against False Theories") 
180 MR760 15.2 (Ms 145, October 31, 1905, Diary) 
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from the throne? Can we walk in the accumulated light of the ages into the Most Holy Place with 

Him?181 

Let us recapture the spirit of the disappointment believers in 1844: 

Their only safe course was to cherish the light which they had already received of 
God, hold fast to his promises, and continue to search the Scriptures, and patiently wait 
and watch to receive further light. {4SP 256.2} 
 

 
How Important? 

 
The message we have to bear is not a message that men need cringe to declare. They 

are not to seek to cover it, to conceal its origin and purpose. Its advocates must be men 
who will not hold their peace day nor night. As those who have made solemn vows to 
God, and who have been commissioned as the messengers of Christ, as stewards of the 
mysteries of the grace of God, we are under obligation to declare faithfully the whole 
counsel of God. We are not to make less prominent the special truths that have separated 
us from the world, and made us what we are; for they are fraught with eternal interests. 
God has given us light in regard to the things that are now taking place in the last 
remnant of time, and with pen and voice we are to proclaim the truth to the world, not in 
a tame, spiritless way, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power of God. The mightiest 
conflicts are involved in the furtherance of the message, and the results of its 
promulgation are of moment to both heaven and earth. {PH133 12.1}  (Ms. 61, 1890, 
"Danger in Adopting Worldly Policy in the Work") 
 

Our lesson for the present time is, How may we most clearly comprehend and present 
the gospel that Christ came in person to present to John on the isle of Patmos--the gospel 
that is termed "the Revelation of Jesus Christ"? We are to present to our people a clear 
explanation of Revelation. We are to give them the Word of God just as it is, with as few 
of our own explanations as possible. No one mind can do this work alone. Although we 
have in trust the grandest and most important truth ever presented to the world, we are 
only babes, as far as understanding truth in all its bearings is concerned. Christ is the 
great Teacher, and that which He revealed to John, we are to tax our minds to 
understand and clearly to define. We are facing the most important issues that men have 
ever been called upon to meet. The theme of greatest importance is the third angel's 
message, embracing the messages of the first and second angels. All should understand 
the truths contained in these messages and demonstrate them in daily life, for this is 
essential to salvation. We shall have to study earnestly, prayerfully, in order to 
understand these grand truths; and our power to learn and comprehend will be taxed to 
the utmost.  {12MR 212.3} (Let. 97, July 7, 1902, to E. J. Waggoner) 
 

                                                
181 One simple but profound way that the Most Holy Place can be seen as the goal of the entire plan, as laid out by 
the sanctuary, is outlined in Appendix H, The Sanctuary's Three Phases of Redemption. 
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The interests of the cause of present truth demand that those who profess to stand on 
the Lord's side shall bring into exercise all their powers to vindicate the advent message, 
the most important message that will ever come to the world. For those who stand as 
representatives of present truth to use time and energy now in attempting to answer the 
questions of the doubting ones, will be an unwise use of their time. It will not remove the 
doubts. The burden of our work now is not to labor for those who, although they have 
had abundant light and evidence, still continue on the unbelieving side. God bids us give 
our time and strength to the work of preaching to the people the messages that stirred 
men and women in 1843 and 1844.  {MR760 30.1} (Ms 125, July 4, 1907, "Lessons from 
the Visions of Ezekiel") 
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Appendix A, The Sanctuary as An Overview 

[See footnote #7, p. 4 for first table, and footnote #34, p. 11 for second table.] 
 

On the next three pages are two tables (with some related Ellen White statements) detailing 

(1) "The Sanctuary as An Overview of Sacred History from New Testament Times--The Context 

of Adventism" and (2) "Phases of Judgment--Connecting the Sanctuary and Revelation."
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Location Most Holy Place 

Advent Movement 
Holy Place Courtyard 

Direction    

Feasts Autumn 
Day of Atonement: Lev. 23:27; 
Matt. 12:36; Luke 17:30; Rom. 
2:5, 16; 1 Cor. 1:8; Heb. 10:25 

Feast of Tabernacles: Lev 23:34; 
2 Cor. 5:1; Rev. 21:3 

Autumn Spring 
Feast of Trumpets: Feast of Weeks: 
Lev. 23:24 Lev. 23:15, 16 
 Acts 2:1 
 

Spring 
Passover & Feast of Unleavened 
Bread: Lev. 23:5, 6; Mk 14:1, 12 

Wave Sheaf: Lev. 23:10, 11; 1 Cor. 
15:20, 23 

 
Elements 
in 
Location 
which  
point to 

> 
Stages of 
Mission 
of 
Messiah 

Blood & Incense 
into Presence above 
Gold (covering) and 
Stone (testimony), 

Scapegoat 
> 

Judgment in all its phases: Dan. 
7:10; Rev. 11:18ff* 

Outpouring of Spirit: Joel 2:23 
Kingdom given to Son of Man 
and Saints:  Dan. 7:14, 22, 27; 

Matt. 25:34; Rev. 11:15 

 
 

Bread, 
Incense, 

Light 
> 

Consecration as High Priest: Heb. 6:20; 10:20 
Outpouring of Spirit: Acts 2:2-4, 33 (Psa. 133) 

Intercession: 1 Cor. 10:17; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 1:5, 7 

 
 

Blood, 
Fire, 
Water 

> 
Birth: John 10:10 

Life: Matt. 3:11, 16; John 6:55 
Death:  Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 5:7 

Time 
Prophecy 

A. D. 1844 
Global Day of Visitation 
begins on Daniel 8's time: 

Dan. 8:14; Rev. 10:6; 1 Pet. 2:12 

A.D. 34 
Local Day of Visitation 
ends on Daniel 9's time: 

Dan. 9:24; Acts 7:51-53; Heb. 8:13 

A.D. 27 
Local Day of Visitation 

began on Daniel 9's time: 
Dan. 9:25; Gal. 4:4; Mark 1:15; Luke 

19:42-44 
Location 
in NT, 
Views of 
Jesus 

Revelation (last half) 
Ark of His Testament: Lamb / 
Judge / Warrior / Bridegroom 
with 7 plagues:  Rev. 11:19; 

15:1-5; 17:14; 19:7, 11 
Dwell: 21:9; 22:14 

Acts through Epistles 
Revelation (first half) 

Candlesticks: Son of man with 7 churches: Rev. 1:13 
Throne: Lion / Lamb with 7 seals: Rev. 5:5, 6 

Altar: Angel with 7 trumpets:  Rev. 8:3 

Gospels 
[Lamb ("little Lamb") in Revelation 

used 28 (7x4) times, 
alludes back to Gospels]:  Rev. 5:6 

through 22:3 

 

The Sanctuary as An Overview of Sacred History from New Testament Times 
The Context of Adventism 

Fred Bischoff • www.scripturefirst.net 

Transition 
Disappointment regarding last stage: 

Death 
Transformation: Resurrection 
Ascension 
 

Transition 
Disappointment regarding next stage: 

Judgment (first phase) 
Transformation: Messages 

(Courtyard not to scale) *See next page, "Phases 
of Judgment." 

Start  Here 
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Phases of Judgment 
Connecting the Sanctuary and Revelation 

Fred Bischoff 
www.scripturefirst.net 

 
Day of Atonement  

Most Holy Place Open Smoke Silence Scapegoat  
 Feast of Tabernacles 

Beginning of 
judgment 

1844 

Sealing finished, 
close of 

probation 

Plagues Second coming Thousand years Thousand years 
finished 

New Earth 

11:18, 19 7:4; 22:11 15:1, 5, 8 8:1; 14:14, 15 20:2, 4 20:10-15 21:1ff 
Phase 1    Phase 1 Phase 1  
Phase 2 Phase 2   Phase 2 Phase 2  

1:Beginning of 
investigative 

judgment 

2:Verdict and 
Sentence 

determined 

Phase 3 Phase 3 1:Investigation 
reviewed by 

righteous 

Phase 3 Phase 3 

2:Verdict and 
Sentence 

proclaimed 
prophetically 

(Advent Movement) 

 3:Beginning of 
executive judgment 
but limited and not 

global 

3:Reaping of earth 
begins rewards of 

righteous and 
wicked 

2:Verdict and 
Sentence reaffirmed 

by righteous 

1:Investigation 
reviewed by all 
(White Throne 

judgment / 
panorama) 

 

Last message(s) of 
mercy (Rev. 14 & 

18); most important 
message ever given 

the world 

    2:Verdict and 
Sentence reaffirmed 
by all (Every knee 

bows) 

 

World polarized by 
messages; righteous 

receive messages 
and proclaim them; 
wicked reject them 

    3:Final executive 
judgment of second 

death for wicked 

3:Final executive 
judgment in new 

earth for righteous 

Sins of righteous go 
beforehand to 

judgment:  face 
their sins, go into 

the Most Holy Place 

    Wicked face their 
sins, but door of 

mercy closed (lost 
all ability to see 
God as merciful) 
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Beginning of Day of Atonement:   
The temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in His temple the ark of His testament." Revelation 11:19. The ark of God's testament is in the 
holy of holies, the second apartment of the sanctuary. In the ministration of the earthly tabernacle, which served "unto the example and shadow of heavenly 
things," this apartment was opened only upon the great Day of Atonement for the cleansing of the sanctuary. Therefore the announcement that the temple of 
God was opened in heaven and the ark of His testament was seen points to the opening of the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary in 1844 as Christ 
entered there to perform the closing work of the atonement. Those who by faith followed their great High Priest as He entered upon His ministry in the most 
holy place, beheld the ark of His testament. As they had studied the subject of the sanctuary they had come to understand the Saviour's change of ministration, 
and they saw that He was now officiating before the ark of God, pleading His blood in behalf of sinners.  {GC 433.1}   

Sealing Finished, Close of Probation:   
I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven. An angel with a writer's inkhorn by his side returned from the earth and reported to Jesus that his work was done, 
and the saints were numbered and sealed. Then I saw Jesus, who had been ministering before the ark containing the ten commandments, throw down the 
censer. He raised His hands, and with a loud voice said, "It is done." And all the angelic host laid off their crowns as Jesus made the solemn declaration, "He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be 
holy still."  {EW 279.2} 

Plagues:   
These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that have ever been known to 
mortals. All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has shielded the sinner from 
receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the final judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy.  {GC 628.2} 

Feast of Tabernacles Fulfilled:   
The Feast of Tabernacles was not only commemorative but typical. It not only pointed back to the wilderness sojourn, but, as the feast of harvest, it celebrated 
the ingathering of the fruits of the earth, and pointed forward to the great day of final ingathering, when the Lord of the harvest shall send forth His reapers to 
gather the tares together in bundles for the fire, and to gather the wheat into His garner. At that time the wicked will all be destroyed. They will become "as 
though they had not been." Obadiah 16. And every voice in the whole universe will unite in joyful praise to God. Says the revelator, "Every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." Revelation 5:13. {PP 541.2} 

Atonement Finished, Second Coming, Scapegoat:   
In the typical service the high priest, having made the atonement for Israel, came forth and blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close of His work as 
mediator, will appear, "without sin unto salvation" (Hebrews 9:28), to bless His waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in removing the sins from the 
sanctuary, confessed them upon the head of the scapegoat, so Christ will place all these sins upon Satan, the originator and instigator of sin. The scapegoat, 
bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away "unto a land not inhabited" (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, bearing the guilt of all the sins which he has caused God's 
people to commit, will be for a thousand years confined to the earth, which will then be desolate, without inhabitant, and he will at last suffer the full penalty 
of sin in the fires that shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the great plan of redemption will reach its accomplishment in the final eradication of sin and the 
deliverance of all who have been willing to renounce evil.  {GC 485.3} [also GC 422.2] 

Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the last solemn service of the Day of Atonement. When the ministration in the holy of holies had been 
completed, and the sins of Israel had been removed from the sanctuary by virtue of the blood of the sin offering, then the scapegoat was presented alive before 
the Lord; and in the presence of the congregation the high priest confessed over him "all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all 
their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat." Leviticus 16:21. In like manner, when the work of atonement in the heavenly sanctuary has been 
completed, then in the presence of God and heavenly angels and the hosts of the redeemed the sins of God's people will be placed upon Satan; he will be 
declared guilty of all the evil which he has caused them to commit. And as the scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, so Satan will be banished to 
the desolate earth, an uninhabited and dreary wilderness.  {GC 658.1}   
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Appendix B, Messages in Their Order 

[See footnote #15, p. 6.] 
 

The following are chronological statement dealing with the messages that came, with the 

fulfillment of prophecy and the accompanying truths, "in their order." 

1858 
Many who embraced the third message had not an experience in the two former 

messages. Satan understood this, and his evil eye was upon them to overthrow them; but 
the third angel was pointing them to the Most Holy place, and those who had an 
experience in the past messages were pointing them the way to the heavenly Sanctuary. 
Many saw the perfect chain of truth in the angels' messages, and gladly received it. They 
embraced them in their order, and followed Jesus by faith into the heavenly Sanctuary. 
These messages were represented to me as an anchor to hold the body. And as 
individuals receive and understand them, they are shielded against the many delusions of 
Satan.  {1SG 165.2} (1858) 

 
1890 

I have had an experience in the first, second, and third angels' messages. The angels 
are represented as flying in the midst of heaven, proclaiming to the world a message of 
warning, and having a direct bearing upon the people living in the last days of this 
earth's history. No one hears the voice of these angels, for they are a symbol to represent 
the people of God who are working in harmony with the universe of heaven. Men and 
women, enlightened by the Spirit of God and sanctified through the truth, proclaim the 
three messages in their order.  {2SM 387.1} (Ms. 28, 1890; December 1890)182 

 
I testify the things which I have seen, the things which I have heard, the things which 

my hands have handled, of the Word of life. And this testimony I know to be of the Father 
and the Son. We have seen and do testify that the power of the Holy Ghost has 
accompanied the presentation of the truth, warning with pen and voice, and giving the 
messages in their order. To deny this work would be to deny the Holy Ghost, and would 
place us in that company who have departed from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits.  {LS 430.1}  (Ms. 28, 1890; December 1890) 

 

                                                
182 The month before she wrote this manuscript (taken from her diary), she had had her highly significant vision in 
Salamanca, New York. The month she wrote this manuscript she also published her well-known article in the Advent 
Review and Sabbath Herald entitled "Be Zealous and Repent" in which she addressed the unbelief in the evidences 
God was giving in the message of righteousness by faith. She wrote eloquently of God's grace and "the unrepressed 
tide of his love," the "infinite treasures of truth," the "vast resources," and the "fulness of the sacrifice." She noted 
that many were "refusing his messengers and his message," "entirely unlike the spirit of Christ." God had sent "a 
message to arouse his people," but some were casting "contempt and reproach on the message and the messenger." 
The "power which lightens the earth," she wrote, some "brace themselves to resist." But she affirmed that "one 
subject will swallow up every other,--Christ our righteousness". (Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, December 23, 
1890). 
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1896 
There are those now living who, in studying the prophecies of Daniel and John, 

received great light from God as they passed over the ground where special prophecies 
were in process of fulfillment in their order. They bore the message of time to the people. 
The truth shone out clearly as the sun at noonday. Historical events, showing the direct 
fulfillment of prophecy, were set before the people, and the prophecy was seen to be a 
figurative delineation of events leading down to the close of this earth's history. The 
scenes connected with the working of the man of sin are the last features plainly revealed 
in this earth's history. The people now have a special message to give to the world, the 
third angel's message. Those who, in their experience, have passed over the ground, and 
acted a part in the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages, are not 
so liable to be led into false paths as are those who have not had an experimental 
knowledge of the people of God. . . .  {2SM 102.1} (Ms. 31, 1896; November 8, 1896) 

 
The burden of the warning now to come to the people of God, nigh and afar off, is the 

third angel's message. And those who are seeking to understand this message will not be 
led by the Lord to make an application of the Word that will undermine the foundation 
and remove the pillars of the faith that has made Seventh-day Adventists what they are 
today. The truths that have been unfolding in their order, as we have advanced along the 
line of prophecy revealed in the Word of God, are truth, sacred, eternal truth today. 
Those who passed over the ground step by step in the past history of our experience, 
seeing the chain of truth in the prophecies, were prepared to accept and obey every ray 
of light. They were praying, fasting, searching, digging for the truth as for hidden 
treasures, and the Holy Spirit, we know, was teaching and guiding us. Many theories 
were advanced, bearing a semblance of truth, but so mingled with misinterpreted and 
misapplied scriptures, that they led to dangerous errors. Very well do we know how every 
point of truth was established, and the seal set upon it by the Holy Spirit of God. And all 
the time voices were heard, "Here is the truth," "I have the truth; follow me." But the 
warnings came, "Go not ye after them. I have not sent them, but they ran." (See Jeremiah 
23:21.)  {2SM 103.1} (Ms. 31, 1896; November 8, 1896)183 

 
1904 

The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to 
occupy the first place in the minds of God's people. Nothing else is to be allowed to 
engross our attention. {8T 302.1} (1904).184  

 
1910 

The situation in all the large cities must be studied, that the truth may be given to all 
the people. In these large cities the Lord has many honest souls, who are becoming 
confused by the strange developments in the religious world. There are many who have 
been waiting to hear the "certain sound" of the message that would meet the emergency. 

                                                
183 Note the "what they are" statement, speaking of identity. See also 2SM 388.4 in Appendix C addressing the same 
issue of "what they are." The author has compiled some 45 quotes from Ellen White where she describes what it is 
that makes us what we are--Seventh-day Adventists. 
184 This importance of "the solemn messages" was shown her in vision, recorded first in RH, October 22, 1903, par. 
7, in an article entitled "Teach the Word" that revealed heaven's view of Kellogg's book The Living Temple. 
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All over our land the Lord has honest souls, who are standing in uncertainty. The words 
were spoken: "Repeat the messages in their order. Tell My people to proclaim the 
message, the binding-off message, that is to proclaim a people for the coming of the King. 
Give the world a knowledge of the messages of the first, second and third angels. Bind up 
the law among My disciples. There are many who will listen because men will speak 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit. You are twenty years behind; but let the warning 
voice now be heard speaking with the voice of assurance."  {5MR 128.2} (Letter 88, 
1910; September 30, 1910, to A. G. Daniells)185 

 
 

                                                
185 "Twenty years" earlier takes one back to the window of opportunity that existed under another General 
Conference President's administration, O. A. Olsen, and the three-year window of opportunity that opened for the 
final message, the Loud Cry, to begin its work. (See 1888 1073.7 and 1140.2; also 442.1; 673.6; 762.3) This 
window closed with the sending of Ellen White to Australia, and the continued resistance against the message (1888 
1575.2; also found in 1SM 234.6). It also closed for her to live to see Jesus come (see 6Bio 445.3-5). It was closed 
for "many more years" due to continued insubordination after the 1901 conference (20MR 313.1; also in Ev 696.3; 
see also 13MR 122.3). 
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Appendix C, The Core Experience 

[See footnote #17, p. 7, and footnote #182, p. 49.] 
 

Those who have a hold of the truth theoretically, with their finger tips as it were, who 
have not brought its principles into the inner sanctuary of the soul, but have kept the vital 
truth in the outer court, will see nothing sacred in the past history of this people which 
has made them what they are, and has established them as earnest, determined, 
missionary workers in the world.  {2SM 388.4}   

The truth for this time is precious, but those whose hearts have not been broken by 
falling on the rock Christ Jesus, will not see and understand what is truth. They will 
accept that which pleases their ideas, and will begin to manufacture another foundation 
than that which is laid. They will flatter their own vanity and esteem, thinking that they 
are capable of removing the pillars of our faith, and replacing them with pillars they 
have devised.  {2SM 389.1}   

This will continue to be as long as time shall last. Anyone who has been a close 
student of the Bible will see and understand the solemn position of those who are living in 
the closing scenes of this earth's history. They will feel their own inefficiency and 
weakness, and will make it their first business to have not merely a form of Godliness, but 
a vital connection with God. They will not dare to rest until Christ is formed within, the 
hope of glory. Self will die; pride will be expelled from the soul, and they will have the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ.-- Manuscript 28, 1890.  {2SM 389.2} 
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Appendix D, "The Day" in the New Testament 

[See footnote #35, p. 11, and footnote #189, p. 54.] 
 

Below are listed 21 occurrences of "the day" in the New Testament. Consider them in the 
light of the events of the Day of Atonement, and observe their broader application than simply to 
the Second Coming of Jesus, an event during that antitypical Day. 

 
Rom. 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against 

the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 
Rom. 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to 

my gospel. 
Rom. 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 
Rom. 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 

chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
1Cor. 1:8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1Cor. 3:13 Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 

shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 
1Cor. 5:5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 

may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
2Cor. 1:14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye 

also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Eph. 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 

redemption. 
Phil. 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
Phil. 1:10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 

offence till the day of Christ; 
Phil. 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have 

not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 
1Thes. 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night. 
2Thes. 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 

nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
Heb. 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
1Pet. 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify 
God in the day of visitation. 

2Pet. 1:19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts: 

2Pet. 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 
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2Pet. 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

2Pet. 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

2Pet. 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

1John 4:17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 
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Appendix E, "The Day Approaching" 

[See footnote #141, p. 33.] 
 

The following paragraph is an extract from a study on Hebrews 10 by the author, entitled "He 
is Faithful that Promised." Observe the implications for the antitypical Day of Atonement, in 
consideration of 10:25. 

 
From the daily worship186 and the weekly rest,187 to the yearly pilgrim and non-pilgrim 

festivals,188 integral to the old covenant,189 God intended in the new-covenant settings for us to 
have similar gatherings for "exhorting." There was and is an increasing importance to this, Paul 
said, "as ye see the day approaching." To the Hebrew mind, "the day" would refer to the Day of 
Atonement. Under the new covenant it would be the global event to which those yearly, 
symbolic Days of Atonement all pointed, the event that has been called "the antitypical Day of 
Atonement."190 Christians often think of this as the second coming of Jesus, but, while that point 
in time will occur during the fulfillment of the Day of Atonement, it is neither the beginning nor 
end of the time in salvation history to which the old-covenant Days of Atonement pointed. The 
global judgment process of which many prophets (especially Daniel and John) wrote, is the 
transition from this world's kingdoms and systems to God's everlasting kingdom and system. 
From Paul's perspective that was still future, but "approaching."191 The new-covenant realities of 
which he wrote were essential preparation for this transition, and are much more vital for us 
living during this awesome time!  

 
(For a connection of a later part of Hebrews 10 to our day, reference should be made to 

4SP256.1&2 where a significant tie occurs between Heb. 10:35-39 and the Advent 
disappointment, regarding patience, tarrying, and living by faith.) 

                                                
186 Perhaps Paul had this in mind in 3:13 where he used the same verb, "exhort one another daily." The literal 
adverbial phrase is better translated "every day." 
187 Paul alluded to the weekly in his reference to "the seventh day" and "rest" in 4:4, 9. 
188 We can see these in Paul's use of kata with eniautos in 9:25 and 10:1, 3. In 9:7 he used hapax tou eniautou 
(literally, "once of a year") to speak of the greatest of the non-pilgrim festivals, the Day of Atonement. 
189 While these gatherings received much detailed instruction under the historical old covenant, the weekly rest 
clearly predated any covenant related to sin, dating to the very creation of this world, thus being connected to the 
everlasting covenant. 
190 The major time prophecies of Daniel's prophetic overviews all pointed to the beginning of this global transition to 
God's kingdom, especially Dan. 8:14 that uses sanctuary language. Other examples of New Testament references to 
this day are noted in Appendix D. For a sampling of EGW's use of "antitypical Day of Atonement" see GC430.3; 
1SM125.1; 2SM378.1; 5T520.1; 9T218.3; RH, June 26, 1888 par. 6; 3MR 417.3; 9MR 252.2; 12MR 320.3; 
TM445.1; PH002 25.2. For other SDA pioneer examples see S. N. Haskell in The Cross and its Shadow, pp. 204.3, 
221.2; J. N. Loughborough in The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, February 14, 1854, p 30.4; Uriah Smith in 
The Visions of Mrs. E. G. White, p. 24.1; E. J. Waggoner in Signs of the Times, January 31, 1884, p. 73; J. H. 
Waggoner in The Atonement, p. 221.1. 
191 "Approaching" comes from eggizo, which means "to draw or come near to, to approach" (Thayer). This is used 
frequently in the New Testament to speak of the coming judgment (Luke 21:8, 28; Rom. 13:12; James 5:8; 1 Pet. 
4:7). As noted elsewhere, the nearness, or "soonness," of the judgment for New Testament writers can be seen 
framed by the fact that the prophecies of Daniel indicated four earthly kingdoms from his day, followed by the 
judgment transition and then God's everlasting kingdom. By the New Testament time, three of the four earthly 
kingdoms had passed off the scene. Thus under the fourth kingdom they were in the "last days" (Heb. 1:2). 
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Appendix F, Descriptions of the Preparation 

[See footnote #152, p. 34.] 
 

The following is a working list of the different way in which the Most Holy experience is 
described in the inspired writings. 

 
Preparation  

For the Lord's coming:  Luke 1:17; GC424; cf John 14:2; Heb. 11:16; work on earth // 
work in heaven) 

Sealing (Rev. 6:17 - 7:3; settling into truth so cannot be moved LDE220) 
Work of instruction (1888 Materials, p. 27) 
Knowing as we are known (1 Cor. 13:12; 1888 Materials, p. 27) 
Growing up to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ (maturing as a group) 

(Eph. 4:12-16) 
Ripening of harvest of earth (global; Rev. 14:15; as Enoch and Elijah for translation 

3SM146) 
Judgment (Investigative) 

Judging, in favor of the saints (Dan 7:9, 10, 22, 26, 27) 
Investigating, examining (GC425; Ev 224; cf. 2 Cor. 13:5; till last case decided GC613) 
Sin going before hand to judgment, becoming open, manifest (1Tim. 4:24, 25) 

Wedding 
Marriage (light of Midnight Cry; Matt. 25:10; Rev. 19:7; GC426; entering into intimate 

oneness) 
Bride making herself ready (Rev. 19:7; cf. Luke 1:17; white raiment; righteousness = 

faith and love 1Th 5:8) 
Receiving a kingdom, dominion, glory (Dan. 7:14; Luke 1:32 throne of David; people 

crowning Him King) 
Sanctuary 

House finishing (1 Pet. 2:5) 
Temple cleansing, restoring, vindicating (Dan. 8:14; Eph. 2:19-22; 5:26, 27; 1888 

Materials, p. 27; GC425) 
Door shut, door open (Matt. 25:10; Rev. 3:7, 8; GC429, 430) 
Day of atonement beginning; final applying of blood of Calvary (Lev. 23) 

Messages 
Three angels' messages being proclaimed, especially the third (Rev. 14:6-12; GC425; 

EW254); commandments of God, faith of Jesus 
Laodicean message being sounded (Rev. 3:14-22 gold, white raiment, eyesalve; Rom. 

7:24; Isa. 6:5; RH12/22/1896) 
Flood of heavenly light pouring upon the earth (1888 Materials, p. 27); earth being 

lightened with glory (angel of Rev. 18:1) 
1888 message being given (Luke 24 experience, leading to Acts 2; that is, entering into 

present truth, followed by outpouring of Spirit without measure 1SM234, 235; 
RH7/21/1896; immense importance PH002, pp. 25, 26) 

Gospel of love enduring against lawlessness, preached as witness to all world, all nations 
(Matt. 24:12-14) 
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Appendix G, Statements on The Early Delay 

[See footnote #162, p. 36.] 
 

In 1883, Ellen White gave answers to questions about a statement published first in the 
Broadside of January 31, 1849. In this early testimony she wrote, "I saw that the time for Jesus to 
be in the most holy place was nearly finished, and that time can last but a very little longer."192 
After reviewing how Jesus and the apostles all testified that "time is short," "the day is at hand," 
"the time is at hand," "things ... must short be done," and "I come quickly,"193 she made the 
following observations. 

The angels of God in their messages to men represent time as very short. Thus it has 
always been presented to me. It is true that time has continued longer than we expected 
in the early days of this message. Our Saviour did not appear as soon as we hoped. But 
has the word of the Lord failed? Never! It should be remembered that the promises and 
threatenings of God are alike conditional.  {1SM 67.8}   

God had committed to His people a work to be accomplished on earth. The third 
angel's message was to be given, the minds of believers were to be directed to the 
heavenly sanctuary, where Christ had entered to make atonement for His people. The 
Sabbath reform was to be carried forward. The breach in the law of God must be made 
up. The message must be proclaimed with a loud voice, that all the inhabitants of earth 
might receive the warning. The people of God must purify their souls through obedience 
to the truth, and be prepared to stand without fault before Him at His coming.  {1SM 
67.9}   

Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held fast their faith, and 
followed on unitedly in the opening providence of God, receiving the message of the third 
angel and in the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, they would have 
seen the salvation of God, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts, the 
work would have been completed, and Christ would have come ere this to receive His 
people to their reward.  {1SM 68.1}   

But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed the disappointment, many of 
the advent believers yielded their faith. Dissensions and divisions came in. The majority 
opposed with voice and pen the few who, following in the providence of God, received the 
Sabbath reform and began to proclaim the third angel's message. Many who should have 
devoted their time and talents to the one purpose of sounding warning to the world, were 
absorbed in opposing the Sabbath truth, and in turn, the labor of its advocates was 
necessarily spent in answering these opponents and defending the truth. Thus the work 
was hindered, and the world was left in darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united 
upon the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, how widely different would have 
been our history!  {1SM 68.2}   

It was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should be thus delayed. God did 
not design that His people, Israel, should wander forty years in the wilderness. He 
promised to lead them directly to the land of Canaan, and establish them there a holy, 
healthy, happy people. But those to whom it was first preached, went not in "because of 

                                                
192 Broadside 2, January 31, 1849, par. 11 (also published in EW 58.1) 
193 1 Cor. 7:29, 30; Rom. 13:12; Rev. 1:3; Rev. 22:6, 7 
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unbelief" (Hebrews 3:19). Their hearts were filled with murmuring, rebellion, and 
hatred, and He could not fulfill His covenant with them. {1SM 68.3}   

For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel from 
the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern Israel into the 
heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the 
worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord's professed people that have kept 
us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.  {1SM 69.1}   
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Appendix H, The Sanctuary's Three Phases of Redemption 

[See footnote #180, p. 42.] 
 
Thanks goes to Dr. Bill Liversidge for these simple summaries that show the place and 
background to the Most Holy Place experience, which flows from the previous two ministries of 
Jesus. So in considering the following table, note first the labels in the first column, then trace 
from right to left (following the entry into the sanctuary from the east), as the numbers on the 
sanctuary locations indicate. 
 
Sanctuary Location: 3: Most Holy Place 2: Holy Place 1: Courtyard 
Jesus Ministry: Through Us In Us For Us 
Holy Spirit Convicts Of:194 Judgment Righteousness Sin 
Salvation as Marriage:195 That He might 

present it to Himself 
... holy and without 
blemish 

That He might 
sanctify and 
cleanse with 
... the word 

Jesus gave Himself 
for the church. 

Great Controversy: Final Victory Intercession Cross 
 

                                                
194 John 16:7-11. Verses 7 and 8 indicates that the Spirit accomplishes this work for the world after He comes to 
Jesus' disciples. The believers become the channel by which the full ministry of Jesus is proclaimed. 
195 Eph. 5:25-27 


